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The Oxford Encyclopedia of Ancient Greece and Rome is the clearest and most
accessible guide to the world of classical antiquity ever produced. This multivolume
reference work is a comprehensive overview of the major cultures of the classical
Mediterranean world--Greek, Hellenistic, and Roman--from the Bronze Age to the fifth
century CE. It also covers the legacy of the classical world and its interpretation and
influence in subsequent centuries. The Encyclopedia brings the work of the best
classical scholars, archaeologists, and historians together in an easy-to-use format.
The articles, written by leading scholars in the field, seek to convey the significance of
the people, places, and historical events of classical antiquity, together with its
intellectual and material culture. Broad overviews of literature, history, archaeology, art,
philosophy, science, and religion are complimented by articles on authors and their
works, literary genres and periods, historical figures and events, archaeologists and
archaeological sites, artists and artistic themes and materials, philosophers and
philosophical schools, scientists and scientific areas, gods, heroes, and myths. Areas
covered include: · Greek and Latin Literature · Authors and Their Works · Historical
Figures and Events · Religion and Mythology · Art, Artists, Artistic Themes, and
Materials · Archaeology, Philosophers, and Philosophical Schools · Science and
Technology · Politics, Economics, and Society · Material Culture and Everyday Life
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First published in 1995. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.
Light and Darkness in Ancient Greek Myth and Religion is a ground-breaking volume
dedicated to a thorough examination of the well known empirical categories of light and
darkness as it relates to modes of thought, beliefs and social behavior in Greek culture.
With a systematic and multi-disciplinary approach, the book elucidates the
light/darkness dichotomy in color semantics, appearance and concealment of divinities
and creatures of darkness, the eye sight and the insight vision, and the role of the
mystic or cultic.
In this engrossing retelling of Greek myth, Jean-Pierre Vernant combines his profound
knowledge of the subject with brilliant and original story-telling. Beginning with the
creation of Earth out of Chaos, Vernant continues with the castration of Uranus, the war
between the Titans and the gods of Olympus, the wily ruses of Prometheus and Zeus,
and the creation of Pandora, the first woman. His narrative takes us from the Trojan
War to the voyage of Odysseus, from the story of Dionysus to the terrible destiny of
Oedipus and to Perseus's confrontation with the Gorgons. Jean-Pierre Vernant has
devoted himself to the study of Greek mythology. In recounting these tales, he unravels
for us their multiple meanings and brings to life cherished figures of legend whose
stories lie at the origin of our civilization.
Exchanges of women between men occur regularly in Greek tragedy—and almost
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always with catastrophic results. Instead of cementing bonds between men, such
exchanges rend them. They allow women, who should be silent objects, to become
monstrous subjects, while men often end up as lifeless corpses. But why do the
tragedies always represent the transferal of women as disastrous? Victoria Wohl offers
an illuminating analysis of the exchange of women in Sophocles' Trachiniae, Aeschylus'
Agamemnon, and Euripides' Alcestis. She shows how the attempts of women in these
plays to become active subjects rather than passive objects of exchange inevitably fail.
While these failures seem to validate male hegemony, the women's actions, however
futile, blur the distinction between male subject and female object, calling into question
the very nature of the tragic self. What the tragedies thus present, Wohl asserts, is not
only an affirmation of Athens' reigning ideologies (including its gender hierarchy) but
also the possibility of resistance to them and the imagination of alternatives.
Essay from the year 2016 in the subject Sociology - Media, Art, Music, grade: A, ,
course: Introduction To Western Civilization I, language: English, abstract: Storytelling
has been a prominent feature of civilization from the beginnings of prehistoric
civilization. Whether these stories come to us in the form of ghost stories over a
campfire, local urban legends, the newest netflix series, an age-old cult classic film, or
classic literature; it is undeniable that a good story holds an immeasurable amount of
power. The latest hit TV series or number one box office hit roots its success in its
story’s ability to engage the viewer’s imagination, often by invoking a broad range of
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emotion that imprints a lasting impression on the mind. However, there may be a
deeper explanation to the appeal of a good story than its superficial value in providing
entertainment. Through careful analysis of history’s most popular forms of storytelling
in all its forms, from oral myth or legend to Disney films, one can find a common thread
of latent meaning embedded between the lines that offer us aid in our quest to explain
the world around us.
Why does sacrifice, more than any other major religious institution, depend on gender
dichotomy? Why do so many societies oppose sacrifice to childbirth, and why are
childbearing women so commonly excluded from sacrificial practices? In this feminist
study of relations between sacrifice, gender, and social organization, Nancy Jay reveals
sacrifice as a remedy for having been born of woman, and hence uniquely suited to
establishing certain and enduring paternity. Drawing on examples of ancient and
modern societies, Jay synthesizes sociology of religion, ethnography, biblical
scholarship, church history, and classics to argue that sacrifice legitimates and
maintains patriarchal structures that transcend men's dependence on women's
reproductive powers.
A concise introduction to ancient Greek sport.

The first complete account of the ideas and writings of a major figure in twentiethcentury intellectual life Walter Kaufmann (1921–1980) was a charismatic
philosopher, critic, translator, and poet who fled Nazi Germany at the age of
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eighteen, emigrating alone to the United States. He single-handedly rehabilitated
Nietzsche's reputation after World War II and was enormously influential in
introducing postwar American readers to existentialism. Stanley Corngold
provides the first in-depth study of Kaufmann's thought, showing how he speaks
to many issues that concern us today. Kaufmann was astonishingly prolific until
his untimely death at age fifty-nine, writing some dozen major books, all marked
by breathtaking erudition and a provocative essayistic style. Corngold introduces
Kaufmann to a new generation of readers, vividly portraying the intellectual life of
one of the twentieth century's most engaging and neglected thinkers.
A survey of the religious beliefs of ancient Greece covers sacrifices, libations,
purification, gods, heroes, the priesthood, oracles, festivals, and the afterlife
The ancient Greeks are prime subjects of study for those wishing to understand
the roles that religion and mythology play in a society and how the two interact
with each other. This paper covers what I feel after my study of Greek mythology
and religion are the eight functions of mythology: history, education, explanation
â both of the natural world and the culture of each society, legality, genesis, what
happens after death, and entertainment; as well as the two function of religion:
civic and spiritual. In the first chapter, in order to show each of the mythological
functions, I summarize and explain a myth that falls primarily into each category.
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The second chapter discusses and illustrates Civic Religion and the third
examines the three major Mystery Religions. The goal is to offer a basic
understand of some of the myths, religious beliefs, and cult practices of the
ancient Greeks.
Before science, there were myths. Today we see them as fiction, butin the past
myths were a way to explain all the natural phenomena that surrounded mankind.
Every myth present in the book is supported by additional material regarding
ancient Greeks' history and culture to help our readers understand the cultural
background of the time. The book alsoincludes a genealogical tree to clarify the
relationships between the different characters. "Greek Mythology" is a modern
collection of ancient Greek myths gathered by History Academy to let the new
generations enjoy these ancient immortal tales.Every myth is full of adventures
that will amaze both experienced readers and occasional ones.This book is
perfect for anyone who's passionate about mythology and art and wishes to know
more about myths like Pandora's box or Prometheus' theft of fire. Greek myth
has become a part of us in ways that we do not fully appreciate. In fact, heroes
like Achilles, Heracles, and Perseus have helped to form the image that we have
today of the hero. The basis for much of the philosophy and dramatic arts that
characterize Western society today has its root in Ancient Greek culture, which
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was closely tied to and spurred on by Greek myth and legend. The Ancient
Greeks used the tales of their gods and heroes to help understand their world
and their own place in it. In Greek Mythology: "Fascinating Stories and Legends
of Greek Gods, Goddesses, Heroes and Monster", you will learn about all the
gods and heroes by reading the formative myths of the Greeks. "Greek
Mythology" explore the Greek gods and the Ancient Greek legends by delving
into the tales told by Greek and Roman poets and historians, including Homer.
They told tales about the creation of the universe, how the Titans were the first
gods before the Olympians, and how the Titans and Olympians went to war with
one another. Because the Ancient Greek religion was demonstrated in these
tales about their gods and heroes, learning about these figures in the form of
stories allows the reader to understand who the Ancient Greeks were and why
they were. The world of Ancient Greek legend was very different from our own.
The people at the heart of Ancient Greek civilization - living in modern-day
Greece, Italy, Turkey, and other places - these people were part of a culture so
far removed from the way that we think and perceive today as to be almost
unrecognizable to us. Greek Mythology: Fascinating Myths and Legends of
Greek Gods, Heroes and Monsters give you the lens you need to understand,
even beginning with a description of the world they lived in and a summary of
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their history through the major historical periods. In "Greek Mythology" you will
learn everything there is to learn about Greek myth and legend. You will learn
about the Titans and Olympians, the monsters, who the major gods and
goddesses were, who some of the important heroes were, and how Ancient
Greek legend has a legacy that continues among us today. Poets and dramatists
like Homer, Hesiod, Euripides, Sophocles, and Aeschylus recorded Greek stories
in a form that has allowed them to be read and appreciated today.
Winner of the Translation Prize for non-fiction from the French-American
Foundation. Son of a mortal king and an immortal Muse, Orpheus possessed a
gift for music unmatched among humans; with his lyre he could turn the course of
rivers, drown the fatal song of the Sirens, and charm the denizens of the
underworld. The allure of his music speaks through the myths and stories of the
Greeks and Romans, who tell of his mysterious compositions, with lyrics that only
the initiated could understand after undergoing secret rites. Where readers of
subsequent centuries have been content to understand these mysteries as the
stuff of obfuscation or mere folderol, Marcel Detienne finds in the writing of
Orpheus a key to the thinking of the ancient Greeks. A profound understanding of
ancient Greek myth in its cultural contexts allows Detienne to recover a cultural
system from fragments and ephemera—to reproduce, with sensitivity to variation
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and nuance, the full richness of the mythological repertoire flowing from the
writing of Orpheus. His investigation moves from the Orphic writings to broader
mysteries: how Greek gods became myths, how myths informed later religious
thinking, and how myths have come into play in polemics between competing
religions. An eloquent answer to some of the most vexing questions about the
myth of Orpheus and its far-reaching ramifications through time and culture,
Detienne's work ultimately offers a major rethinking of Greek mythology.
Exploring Greek Myth offers an extensive discussion of variant forms of myths
and lesser-known stories, including important local myths and local versions of
PanHellenic myths. Clark also discusses approaches to understanding myths,
allowing students to gain an appreciation of the variety in one volume. Guides
students from an introductory understanding of myths to a wide-ranging
exploration of current scholarly approaches on mythology as a social practice
and as an expression of thought Written in an informal conversational style
appealing to students by an experienced lecturer in the field Offers extensive
discussion of variant forms of myths and many lesser known, but deserving,
stories Investigates a variety of approaches to the study of myth including: the
sources of our knowledge of Greek myth, myth and ritual in ancient Greek
society, comparative myth, myth and gender, hero cult, psychological
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interpretation of myth, and myth and philosophy Includes suggestions in each
chapter for essays and research projects, as well as extensive lists of books and
articles for further reading The author draws on the work of many leading
scholars in the field in his exploration of topics throughout the text
Despite Alexander the Great's unprecedented accomplishments, during the last
seven years of his life, this indomitable warrior became increasingly
unpredictable, sporadically violent, megalomaniacal, and suspicious of friends as
well as enemies. What could have caused such a lamentable transformation?
This biography seeks to answer that question by assessing the role of alcohol in
Alexander the Great's life, using the figure of Dionysus as a symbol of its
destructive effects on his psyche. The unique methodology employed in this book
explores various aspects of Alexander's life while maintaining an historical
framework. The exposition of the main theme is handled in such a way that the
biography will appeal to general readers as well as scholars.
Who's Who in Classical Mythology is the most complete and detailed reference
book of its kind. It offers scholarly, yet accessible accounts of those mythological
tales surrounding such gods as Apollo, Zeus, Athena and Dionysus, and mortals
such as Achilles, Odysseus, Jason, Aeneas, Romulus and Remus and Tarquin. It
contains over 1200 extensive entries, covering both Greek and Roman
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characters, providing detailed biographical information, together with historical
and geographical background. In addition there are comprehensive genealogical
trees of important mythological families and a detailed list of all Greek and Latin
writers referred to in the text.
"In his diaries, the American philosopher and psychologist William James, for whom the
personal and the philosophical were never far apart, recounted how in his late twenties
he was confronted with existential despair regarding the issue of free will: do humans
have the capacity to act freely and meaningfully? James famously decided that his "first
act of free will is to believe in free will," and declared that, "if you can change your mind,
you can change your life." This belief in the efficacy of ideas on our practical beliefs and
actions would lead to James becoming one of the founders of the first truly distinctively
American philosophy, Pragmatism. In this book philosopher John Kaag offers an
account of the life, thought, and relevance of James's philosophy for today. He argues
that his brand of pragmatism was first and foremost a philosophy geared towards
saving a life; namely, James's own, but with important resources and lessons for saving
ours as well. James believed that philosophy was meant to articulate, and help answer,
a single existential question, one which lent itself to the title of one of his most famous
essays: "Is life worth living?" Through examination of an array of existentially loaded
topics covered in his works-truth, God, evil, suffering, death, and the meaning of lifeJames concluded that it is up to us to make life worth living. He said that our beliefs, the
Page 11/21

Acces PDF Myth Society In Ancient Greece Paper
truths that guide our lives, matter-their value and veracity turn on the way they play out
practically for ourselves and our communities. For James, philosophy was about
making life meaningful, and for some of us, liveable. This is the core of his "pragmatic
maxim," that truth should be judged on the bases of its practical consequences. Kaag
shows how James put this maxim into use in his philosophy and his life and how we
can do so in our own. In his perhaps most famous and enduring work, The Varieties of
Religious Experience, James devoted two chapters to exploring what he saw as two
distinct types of personality, "the sick-souled" and "the healthy-minded." James himself,
as Kaag shows, tended more toward the sick-souled side of the spectrum. But both
types fascinated James and he thought both provided important sources for
understanding not just religious experience, but for how we can think about our own
orientation to the world and perhaps reorient ourselves in the process"-Charlotte Higgins reinterprets some of the most enduring stories of all time in this
beautifully produced, spellbinding new collection, featuring original artworks by Chris
Ofili. Here are myths of the creation, of Heracles and Theseus and Perseus, the Trojan
war and its origins and aftermaths, tales of Thebes and Argos and Athens. There are
stories of love and desire, adventure and magic, destructive gods, helpless humans,
fantastical creatures, resourceful witches and the origins of birds and animals. This is a
world of extremes, and one that resonates deeply with our own: mysterious diseases
devastate cities; environmental disasters tear lives apart; women habitually suffer
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violence at the hands of men. Unlike in many previous collected myths, female
characters take centre stage - Athena, Helen, Circe, Penelope and others weave these
stories into elaborate imagined tapestries. In Charlotte Higgins's thrilling new
interpretation, their tales combine to form a dazzling, sweeping epic of storytelling, and
a magnificent work of scholarship and imagination. 'Startlingly fresh... This excellent
book should delight many generations of story lovers to come.' Guardian
Traces the story of how ancient cultures envisioned artificial life, automata, self-moving
devices and human enhancements, sharing insights into how the mythologies of the
past related to and shaped ancient machine innovations.
This highly detailed study examines both Greek tragedy and comedy and argues that
all genres of Greek drama were aware of their own theatricality and developed
sophisticated devices to hide their reflexivity and artifice. Dobrov suggests that this is
particularly apparent in the characterisation of tragic and comic stage figures.
Sophocles' Aias and Tereus , Euripides' Bakkhai , Peirithous and Bellerophontes as
well as Aristophanes' Peace , Birds and Frogs are discussed and compared in detail.
Eros: The Myth of Ancient Greek Sexuality is a controversial book that lays bare the
meanings Greeks gave to sex. Contrary to the romantic idealization of sex dominating
our culture, the Greeks saw eros as a powerful force of nature, potentially dangerous,
and in need of control by society: Eros the Destroyer, not Cupid the Insipid, fired the
Greek imagination.The destructiveness of eros can be seen in Greek imagery and
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metaphor, and in the Greeks' attitudes toward women and homosexuals. Images of
love as fire, disease, storms, insanity, and violence?Top 40 song clichfor us?locate
eros among the unpredictable and deadly forces of nature. The beautiful Aphrodite
embodies the alluring danger of sex, while femmes fatales like Pandora and Helen
represent the risky charms of female sexuality. And homosexuality typifies for the
Greeks the frightening power of an indiscriminate appetite that threatens the stability of
culture itself.In Eros: The Myth of Ancient Greek Sexuality, Bruce Thornton offers a
uniquely sweeping and comprehensive account of ancient sexuality free of currently
fashionable theoretical jargon and pretentions. In its conclusions the book challenges
the distortions of much recent scholarship on Greek sexuality. And throughout it links
the wary attitudes of the Greeks to our present-day concerns about love, sex, and
family. What we see, finally, are the origins of some of our own views as well as a
vision of sexuality that is perhaps more honest and mature than our own dangerous
illusions.
This generous selection of published essays by the distinguished classicist Charles
Segal represents over twenty years of critical inquiry into the questions of what Greek
tragedy is and what it means for modern-day readers. Taken together, the essays
reflect profound changes in the study of Greek tragedy in the United States during this
period-in particular, the increasing emphasis on myth, psychoanalytic interpretation,
structuralism, and semiotics.
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An examination of remedies for violent rage rediscovered in ancient Greek myths
Millennia ago, Greek myths exposed the dangers of violent rage and the need for
empathy and self-restraint. Homer's Iliad, Euripides' Hecuba, and Sophocles' Ajax show
that anger and vengeance destroy perpetrators and victims alike. Composed before
and during the ancient Greeks' groundbreaking movement away from autocracy toward
more inclusive political participation, these stories offer guidelines for modern efforts to
create and maintain civil societies. Emily Katz Anhalt reveals how these three
masterworks of classical Greek literature can teach us, as they taught the ancient
Greeks, to recognize violent revenge as a marker of illogical thinking and poor
leadership. These time-honored texts emphasize the costs of our dangerous penchant
for glorifying violent rage and those who would indulge in it. By promoting compassion,
rational thought, and debate, Greek myths help to arm us against the tyrants we might
serve and the tyrants we might become.
This fresh and thought-provoking book deepens our understanding of the dynamic
relationship between the creation of myth and the development of the ancient Greek
polis, or city-state, during crucial periods in archaic and classical Greece. Examining
the diverse texts which crystallized Greek oral tradition, nine chapters by a
multidisciplinary group of scholars focus both on the role of the community as the
shaper and transmitter of myth and on the function of myth and ritual in the
development of political authority in Greek society. Myth and the Polis draws upon
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current research in such fields such as ancient history, philology, social anthropology,
ethnomusicology, comparative literature, psychoanalysis, folklore, and political theory.
Taken together, the essays highlight the continuos struggle of Greek archaic and
classical communities to keep their myths "true" in spite of the pull of pan-Hellenism.
Shedding new light on the beginnings of Western civilization, Myth and the Polis will be
of interest to a wide range of readers, including scholars and students of classics,
folklore, myth, and ancient religion, politics, and history.
How ancient skepticism can help you attain tranquility by learning to suspend judgment Along
with Stoicism and Epicureanism, Skepticism is one of the three major schools of ancient Greek
philosophy that claim to offer a way of living as well as thinking. How to Keep an Open Mind
provides an unmatched introduction to skepticism by presenting a fresh, modern translation of
key passages from the writings of Sextus Empiricus, the only Greek skeptic whose works have
survived. While content in daily life to go along with things as they appear to be, Sextus
advocated—and provided a set of techniques to achieve—a radical suspension of judgment
about the way things really are, believing that such nonjudging can be useful for challenging
the unfounded dogmatism of others and may help one achieve a state of calm and tranquility.
In an introduction, Richard Bett makes the case that the most important lesson we can draw
from Sextus’s brand of skepticism today may be an ability to see what can be said on the
other side of any issue, leading to a greater open-mindedness. Complete with the original
Greek on facing pages, How to Keep an Open Mind offers a compelling antidote to the closedminded dogmatism of today’s polarized world.
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The twelve essays in this volume of Bucknell Review treat the topic of rites of passage in
ancient Greece, focusing largely on Athenian tragedy, but also Plato, the Greek novel, the
festival of Anthesteria, and other topics.
Discusses the concept of myth, looks at the traditions of Greek ritual, and considers specific
Greek myths
Myth and Society in Ancient GreeceSport and Society in Ancient GreeceCambridge University
Press
This new edition of William Doty's critically acclaimed study provides a comprehensive
guidebook to the many schools of interpretation in this burgeoning field. William Doty's popular
text has been hailed as the most comprehensive work of its kind. Extensively rewritten and
completely restructured, the new edition provides further depth and perspective and is even
more accessible to students of myth. It includes expanded coverage of postmodern and
poststructuralist perspectives, the Gernet Center, mythic iconography, neo-Jungian
approaches, and cultural studies, and it summarizes what is new in the study of Greek myth,
iconography, French classical scholarship, and ritual studies. It also features a comprehensive
index of names and topics, a glossary, an up-to-date annotated bibliography, and a guide to
myth on the Internet. Presenting all major myth theorists from antiquity to the present,
Mythography is an encyclopedic work that offers a cross-disciplinary approach to the study of
myth. By reflecting the dramatic increase in interest in myth among both scholars and general
readers since publication of the first edition, it remains a key study of modern approaches to
myth and an essential guide to the wealth of mythographic research available today. William G.
Doty is Professor of Humanities and Religious Studies at The University of Alabama and editor
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of Mythosphere: A Journal for Image, Myth, and Symbol.
We often think of classical Greek society as a model of rationality and order. Yet as Walter
Burkert demonstrates in these influential essays on the history of Greek religion, there were
archaic, savage forces surging beneath the outwardly calm face of classical Greece, whose
potentially violent and destructive energies, Burkert argues, were harnessed to constructive
ends through the interlinked uses of myth and ritual. For example, in a much-cited essay on
the Athenian religious festival of the Arrephoria, Burkert uncovers deep connections between
this strange nocturnal ritual, in which two virgin girls carried sacred offerings into a cave and
later returned with something given to them there, and tribal puberty initiations by linking the
festival with the myth of the daughters of Kekrops. Other chapters explore the origins of
tragedy in blood sacrifice; the role of myth in the ritual of the new fire on Lemnos; the ties
between violence, the Athenian courts, and the annual purification of the divine image; and
how failed political propaganda entered the realm of myth at the time of the Persian Wars.
In an innovative sequence of topics, Ken Dowden explores the uses Greeks made of myth and
the uses to which we can put myth in recovering the richness of their culture. Most aspects of
Greek life and history - including war, religion and sexuality - which are discernable through
myth, as well as most modern approaches, are given a context in a book which is designed to
be useful, accessible and stimulating.
Professor Roger Woodard brings together a group of the world's most authoritative scholars of
classical myth to present a thorough treatment of all aspects of Greek mythology. Sixteen
original articles guide the reader through all aspects of the ancient mythic tradition and its
influence around the world and in later years. The articles examine the forms and uses of myth
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in Greek oral and written literature, from the epic poetry of 8th century BC to the mythographic
catalogues of the early centuries AD. They examine the relationship between myth, art, religion
and politics among the ancient Greeks and its reception and influence on later society from the
Middle Ages to present day literature, feminism and cinema. This Companion volume's
comprehensive coverage makes it ideal reading for students of Greek mythology and for
anyone interested in the myths of the ancient Greeks and their impact on western tradition.

The essays in this volume explore different aspects of the relation between
Greek myth and Greek thought between the Archaic period (Homer and Hesiod)
and the Hellenistic period, highlighting both the continuities and the contrasts in
the Greek interpretations and 'uses' of myth. With the exception of the essay by
Louis Gernet, all bear traces of the authors; attempts to combine older views
stemming essentially from Durkheim and his pupils with Levi-Strauss's version of
structuralism. Because the potential field is unmanageably large this selection
concentrates on four important areas: the value of Greek myth in revealing the
underlying coherence of Greek views of divinity; the manner in which Greek myth
constructed meanings for Greek culture as a whole by selecting and combining
certain motifs derived from different areas of life; the relationship between myth
and delicate areas of social existence such as the nature of the value of certain
objects and the passage of individuals from one status to another; and finally, the
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role of the myth in providing 'forms' for breaking rules - both in order to confirm
the norm and to provide symbolic and actuals means of escape from dominant
social rules and meanings. This book should be of interest to students in a
number of disciplines concerned with myth and ancient society.
From Zeus and Europa, to Diana, Pan, and Prometheus, the myths of ancient
Greece and Rome seem to exert a timeless power over us. But what do those
myths represent, and why are they so enduringly fascinating? Why do they seem
to be such a potent way of talking about our selves, our origins, and our desires?
This imaginative and stimulating Very Short Introduction goes beyond a simple
retelling of the stories to explore the rich history and diverse interpretations of
classical myths. It is a wide-ranging account, examining how classical myths are
used and understood in both high art and popular culture, taking the reader from
the temples of Crete to skyscrapers in New York, and finding classical myths in a
variety of unexpected places: from arabic poetry and Hollywood films, to
psychoanalysis, the bible, and New Age spiritualism. ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect
way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
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challenging topics highly readable.
Giving Western literature and art many of its most enduring themes and
archetypes, Greek mythology and the gods and goddesses at its core are a
fundamental part of the popular imagination. At the heart of Greek mythology are
exciting stories of drama, action, and adventure featuring gods and goddesses,
who, while physically superior to humans, share many of their weaknesses.
Readers will be introduced to the many figures once believed to populate Mount
Olympus as well as related concepts and facts about the Greek mythological
tradition.
Contrary to a prevalent belief of the Western world, that democracy, agriculture,
theater and the arts were the attainments of Classical Greek civilization, these
were actually a Bronze Age fusion of earlier European concepts and Hellenic
ingenuity. This work considers both the multicultural wellspring from which these
ideas flowed and their ready assimilation by the Greeks, who embraced these
hallmarks of civilization, and refined them to the level of sophistication that
defines classical antiquity.
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