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Zimbabwes Future
This book provides comprehensive information on the geography, history, wildlife,
governmental structure, economy, cultural diversity, peoples, religion, and culture of
Zimbabwe. All books of the critically-acclaimed Cultures of the World® series ensure an
immersive experience by offering vibrant photographs with descriptive nonfiction narratives,
and interactive activities such as creating an authentic traditional dish from an easy-to-follow
recipe. Copious maps and detailed timelines present the past and present of the country, while
exploration of the art and architecture help your readers to understand why diversity is the
spice of Life.
Robert Mugabe came to power in Zimbabwe in 1980 after a long civil war in Rhodesia. The
white minority government had become an international outcast in refusing to give in to the
inevitability of black majority rule. Finally the defiant white prime minister Ian Smith was forced
to step down and Mugabe was elected president. Initially he promised reconciliation between
white and blacks, encouraged Zimbabwe's economic and social development, and was
admired throughout the world as one of the leaders of the emerging nations and as a model for
a transition from colonial leadership. But as Martin Meredith shows in this history of Mugabe's
rule, Mugabe from the beginning was sacrificing his purported ideals—and Zimbabwe's
potential—to the goal of extending and cementing his autocratic leadership. Over time, Mugabe
has become ever more dictatorial, and seemingly less and less interested in the welfare of his
people, treating Zimbabwe's wealth and resources as spoils of war for his inner circle. In recent
years he has unleashed a reign of terror and corruption in his country. Like the Congo, Angola,
Rwanda, Sierra Leone and Liberia, Zimbabwe has been on a steady slide to disaster. Now for
the first time the whole story is told in detail by an expert. It is a riveting and tragic political
story, a morality tale, and an essential text for understanding today's Africa.
This book provides a concise and comprehensive description of all of the borders of every
country in the contemporary world, including physical boundaries, their historical evolution, and
border-related conflicts with other countries.
The history of colonial land alienation, the grievances fuelling the liberation war, and postindependence land reforms have all been grist to the mill of recent scholarship on Zimbabwe.
Yet for all that the country's white farmers have received considerable attention from
academics and journalists, the fact that they have always played a dynamic role in cataloguing
and representing their own affairs has gone unremarked. It is this crucial dimension that Rory
Pilossof explores in The Unbearable Whiteness of Being. His examination of farmers' voices in The Farmer magazine, in memoirs, and in recent interviews - reveals continuities as well as
breaks in their relationships with land, belonging and race. His focus on the Liberation War,
Operation Gukurahundi and the post-2000 land invasions frames a nuanced understanding of
how white farmers engaged with the land and its peoples, and the political changes of the past
40 years. The Unbearable Whiteness of Being helps to explain why many of the events in the
countryside unfolded in the ways they did.
Africa does not give up its secrets easily. Buried there lie answers about the origins of
humankind. After a century of investigation, scientists have transformed our understanding
about the beginnings of human life. But vital clues still remain hidden. In Born in Africa, Martin
Meredith follows the trail of discoveries about human origins made by scientists over the last
hundred years, recounting their intense rivalry, personal feuds, and fierce controversies as well
as their feats of skill and endurance. The results have been momentous. Scientists have
identified more than twenty species of extinct humans. They have firmly established Africa as
the birthplace not only of humankind but also of modern humans. They have revealed how
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early technology, language ability, and artistic endeavour all originated in Africa; and they have
shown how small groups of Africans spread out from Africa in an exodus sixty thousand years
ago to populate the rest of the world. We have all inherited an African past.
Orthodox strategies for socio-economic development have failed spectacularly in Southern
Africa. Neither the developmental state nor neoliberal reform seems able to provide a solution
to Africa's problems. In Africa's Development Impasse, Stefan Andreasson analyses this failure
and explores the potential for post-development alternatives. Examining the postindependence trajectories of Botswana, Zimbabwe and South Africa, the book shows three
different examples of this failure to overcome a debilitating colonial legacy. Andreasson then
argues that it is now time to resuscitate post-development theory's challenge to conventional
development. In doing this, he claims, we face the enormous challenge of translating postdevelopment into actual politics for a socially and politically sustainable future and using it as a
dialogue about what the aims and aspirations of post-colonial societies might become. This
important fusion of theory with empirical case studies will be essential reading for students of
development politics and Africa.
Tracing recent bouts of globalised Mugabephobia to Robert Mugabe’s refusal to be
neoimperially penetrated, this book juxtaposes economic liberalisation with the mounting
liberalisation of African orifices. Reading land repossession and economic structural
adjustment programmes together with what they call neoimperial structural adjustment of
African orifices, the authors argue that there has been liberalisation of African orifices in a
context where Africans are ironically prevented from repossessing their material resources.
Juxtaposing recent bouts of Mugabephobia with discourses on homophobia, the book asks
why empire prefers liberalising African orifices rather than attending to African demands for
restitution, restoration and reparations. Noting that empire opposes African sovereignty,
autonomy, and centralisation of power while paradoxically promoting transnational
corporations’ centralisation of power over African economies, the book challenges
contemporary discourses about shared sovereignty, distributed governance, heterarchy,
heteronomy and onticology. Arguing that colonialists similarly denied Africans of their human
essence, the tome problematises queer sexualities, homosexuality, ecosexuality,
cybersexuality and humanoid robotic sexuality all of which complicate supposedly fundamental
distinctions between human beings and animals and machines. Provocatively questioning
queer sexuality and liberalised orifices that serve to divert African attention from the more
serious unfinished business of repossessing material resources, the book insightfully
compares Robert Gabriel Mugabe, Thomas Sankara and Julius Kambarage Nyerere who
emphasised the imperatives of African autonomy, ownership, control and sovereignty over
natural resources. Observing Africans’ interest in repossessing ownership and control over
their resources, the book wonders why so much, queer, international attention is focused on
foisting queer sexuality while downplaying more burning issues of resource repossession,
human dignity, equality and equity craved by Africans for whom life is not confined to sexuality.
With insights for scholars in sociology, development studies, law, politics, African studies,
anthropology, transformation, decolonisation and decoloniality, the book argues that liberal
democracy is a façade in a world that is actually ruled through criminocracy.
The media plays an intricate role in the political economy of developing nations as it conveys
the social issues and impacts of a government’s legislation and policy. However, information is
often miscommunicated or biased in emergent economies as media owners often tailor news
and advertisements to promote their own agendas rather than meet the needs of citizens.
Political Influence of the Media in Developing Countries analyzes the use and structure of
media in political forums in developing nations. Featuring research on the effects of the media
on news consumption and the professional and ethical difficulties journalists and editors face in
the dissemination of political messages, this publication is an essential reference source for
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policy makers, academicians, politicians, students, and researchers interested in the adoption
of various media formats used to promote the political environment and civic engagement
within developing countries.

"It provides new perspective and insights into the man and his times. . . .
[Meredith] is particularly good in recounting the parallel rise and inevitable clash
of white Afrikaner and black African nationalism in this century . ..." --The
Washington Post "Meredith paints an insider's canvas of recent South African
history as well as an epic tale of a freedom fighter." --San Francisco Chronicle
"[R]evealing insights, particularly into the contrast between the disciplined
Mandela who emerged from prison and the impetuous figure of the late 1940's
and early 1950's." --The New York Times Book Review "Meredith carefully avoids
adulation while tracing the course of Mandela's remarkable career. . . . [He]
skillfully depicts Mandela's complex relationships with the close circle of white
Communists who supported the African National Congress [and] writes vividly but
unsentimentally about the tribulations and betrayals that racked Mandela's
family."--The Los Angeles Times
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The African Union (AU) is a continental organization that comprises every African
state except for Morocco, is indeed a pioneering undertaking. Its ambitious aim is
to integrate all member states, with the ultimate goal of forming the United States
of Africa. Despite several attempts to build a union, the AU has remained an
intergovernmental organization, one reason being a perceived unwillingness of
the AU states to pool their national sovereignties. This study seeks to
comprehend why Africa's integration process has not moved towards a
supranational organization, using a novel approach. It shifts the usual
perspective away from the organization level and provides the first
comprehensive and systematic analysis of the AU from the perspective of the
states themselves. It includes 8 comprehensive case studies: Algeria, Burkina
Faso, Ethiopia, Mauritius, South African, Swaziland, Uganda and Zimbabwe to
help understand their foreign policy and provide key insights into why they are
(un)willing to yield sovereignty. This work will be of great interest to students and
scholars of African politics, international relations and international organizations.
This book is a philosophers view into the chaotic postcolony of Zimbabwe,
delving into Robert Mugabes Will to Power. The Will to Power refers to a spirited
desire for power and overwhelming fear of powerlessness that Mugabe artfully
concealed behind performances of invincibility. Nietzsches philosophical concept
of the Will to Power is interpreted and expanded in this book to explain how a
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tyrant is produced and enabled, and how he performs his tyranny. Achille
Mbembes novel concept of the African postcolony is mobilised to locate
Zimbabwe under Mugabe as a domain of the madness of power. The book
describes Mugabes development from a vulnerable youth who was intoxicated
with delusions of divine commission to a monstrous tyrant of the postcolony who
mistook himself for a political messiah. This account exposes how post-political
euphoria about independence from colonialism and the heroism of one leader
can easily lead to the degeneration of leadership. However, this book is as much
about bad leadership as it is about bad followership. Away from Eurocentric
stereotypes where tyranny is isolated to African despots, this book shows how
Mugabe is part of an extended family of tyrants of the world. He fought settler
colonialism but failed to avoid being infected by it, and eventually became a
native coloniser to his own people. The book concludes that Zimbabwe faces not
only a simple struggle for democracy and human rights, but a Himalayan struggle
for liberation from genocidal native colonialism that endures even after Robert
Mugabes dethronement and death.
Lenin. Mao. Castro. Mugabe. Khomeini. All sparked movements in the name of
liberating their people from their oppressors—capitalists, foreign imperialists, or
dictators in their own country. These revolutionaries rallied the masses in the
name of freedom, only to become more tyrannical than those they replaced.
Much has been written about the anatomy of revolution from Edmund Burke to
Crane Brinton Crane, Franz Fanon, and contemporary theorists of revolution
found in the modern academy. Yet what is missing is a dissection of the
revolutionary minds that destroyed the old for the creation of a more harmful new.
Revolutionary Monsters presents a collective biography of five modern day
revolutionaries who came into power calling for the liberation of the people only
to end up killing millions of people in the name of revolution: Lenin (Russia), Mao
(China), Castro (Cuba), Mugabe (Zimbabwe), and Khomeini (Iran). Revolutionary
Monsters explores basic questions about the revolutionary personality, and
examines how these revolutionaries came to envision themselves as prophets of
a new age.
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This book argues that the structure of the policy-making process in Nigeria
explains variations in government performance better than other commonly cited
factors.
This interdisciplinary collection of readings pertaining to schooling, higher
education, adult and community development education, indigenous education
and social movement learning in the African and Asian regions is a contribution
to anti/critical colonial scholarship in comparative/international education and the
sociology of education. The political and analytical standpoint that weaves
through the text considers the imbrications of the colonial and imperial projects
currently referenced as neoliberal globalization (globalization of capitalism) and
development (compulsory Eurocentric-modernization) and their attendant and
mutual implications for education, social reproduction and hegemony.
Counter/anti-hegemonic and indigenous education projects and pre/existing
alternatives are registered in the critique. At last, a remarkable collection of
essays written by a range of scholars, mostly originating from Asia and Africa,
demonstrating with admirable clarity how policies and practices of neo-liberal
globalization in those regions cannot be adequately understood without
appreciating how they are a product of the exploitative histories of colonialism.
Written with conceptual sophistication, personal knowledge and deep conviction,
these essays represent a major scholarly intervention in contemporary debates
about globalization and education.??Fazal Rizvi, Professor, Graduate School of
Education, University of Melbourne, Australia & Professor-Emeritus, University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, USA. This intriguing and provocative volume deals
with crucial intersections between global forces and national initiatives with
respect to the most crucial agency of transformation: education. The cumulative
efforts of this assembly of committed intellectuals reveal the forces that retard
progress in the two largest continents and offers compelling suggestions on how
to redefine the boundaries of power, the contents of knowledge, and the use of
critical thinking to create alternative spaces of autonomy, freedom, liberation and
empowerment. Toyin Falola, University Distinguished Professor & Frances
Higginbotham Nalle Centennial Professor, University of Texas at Austin. This
volume, well crafted by Dip Kapoor, one of the finest scholars in the postcolonial
education field, brings together writers who examine processes of learning and
education more broadly within the context of the dominant discourses of
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globalisation and 'development’. They unveil the underlying neocolonial,
neoliberal tenets of these processes strongly echoing what Hardt and Negri
would call 'Empire.’ In short, another important reading resource provided by Dip
Kapoor and colleagues. Peter Mayo, Professor & Chair, Educational Studies,
University of Malta. Finally, a much awaited intervention on neoliberal
globalization from Asian and African perspectives! This book makes a compelling
case for a historically grounded, regionally specific analysis of globalization. The
contributions are extraordinary for their textured and embedded analysis of
neoliberal globalization. One of those rare books that deserve to be read across
the social sciences. Sangeeta Kamat, Associate Professor, International
Education, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, USA.
Political transition and democratisation challenges have been noted in African countries
including Angola, Burkina Faso, Kenya, Mali, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo,
resulting in the African Union (AU) intervening on behalf of citizens, using tried-and-tested
mechanisms of imposing a power-sharing agreement to preside over a transitional period,
during which there are key changes to the constitution and the political conduct of the
incumbency, and partisan institutions are weaned from seeking to perpetuate the status quo.
This book focuses on Zimbabwe's military and its perceived veto power in the transition to
democratisation from 2008 until 2013. The objective was to analyse, monitor and comment on
the unique democratic transformational challenges faced by Zimbabwe's Government of
National Unity. One of the book's key findings is that every time partisan forces carry out an
operation in the name of a political party, there is a direct correlation in which the same loses
its national character. This is the context of the challenge facing Zimbabwean forces when
used for partisan gain and why the Southern African Development Community (SADC), in its
last communique in Maputo on 15 June 2013, sought to compel a written undertaking from the
generals that they would desist from playing a direct role in the politics of the country. The AU
had earlier expressed its deep regret when faced with the results of serious human rights
abuses that were committed with impunity.
The agrarian reform dynamics in southern Africa have to be understood within the framework
of colonial land policies and legislation that were designed essentially to expropriate land and
natural resource property rights from the indigenous people in favour of the white settlers.
Colonial land policies institutionalised racial inequity with regard to land although conditions are
not homogeneous there are broad themes that cut across the southern Africa region.
Colonialism dispossessed and impoverished the people by taking away the most productive
lands. Neoliberal globalization has undermined the people’s well-being through direct
influences on agriculture and rural economies in conjunction with policies promoted by national
governments and international agencies. Another shared feature is to be found in the high
rates of unemployment, poor returns to small-scale agriculture, lack of access to social
services such as health and education all of which serve to erode existing livelihood activities
and perpetuate relative and absolute poverty in rural areas. This comparative study on
Zimbabwe’s agrarian reforms may provide countries such as South Africa and Namibia with
valuable lessons, as they attempt their own land reforms. Conflicts between colonialists and
the indigenous people in the then Rhodesia centred mainly on the land question. This
inequitable distribution of land resulted in Africans waging liberation struggles in order to
reclaim their land from the colonialists. In most post-colonial countries, calls have been made
for land redistribution as a way of redressing colonial injustices in land tenure systems. The
process of reclamation of land and redistributing it to the indigenous people is fraught with
problems and has resulted in the present-day land crisis in many parts of Africa and other
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continents. These are some of the issues this book examines, attempts to understand and
explain from a gender perspective. Gender relations are viewed in terms of land use and
ownership in pre-colonial, colonial and post-colonial Zimbabwe. These socially constructed
roles have been found to be unequal in terms of power and decision making. It is argued that
lessening of social inequalities between men and women reduces poverty, raises farm
efficiency and improves natural resource management. The book emphasizes that once
women are empowered, the quality of life of their households improves.
Provides a comparative analysis of the ideational dimension of judicial review and its potential
contribution to democratic governance.
How have African literatures unfolded in their rich diversity in our modern era of decolonization,
nationalisms, and extensive transnational movement of peoples? How have African writers
engaged urgent questions regarding race, nation, ethnicity, gender, and sexuality? And how do
African literary genres interrelate with traditional oral forms or audio-visual and digital media? A
Companion to African Literatures addresses these issues and many more. Consisting of
essays by distinguished scholars and emerging leaders in the field, this book offers rigorous,
deeply engaging discussions of African literatures on the continent and in diaspora. It covers
the four main geographical regions (East and Central Africa, North Africa, Southern Africa, and
West Africa), presenting ample material to learn from and think with. Chapters focus on
literatures in European languages officially used in Africa --English, French, and Portuguese-as well as homegrown African languages: Afrikaans, Amharic, Arabic, Swahili, and Yoruba.
With its lineup of lucid and authoritative analyses, readers will find in A Companion to African
Literatures a distinctive, rewarding academic resource.
Martin Meredith pieces together the riveting and tragic political story of what happened to
Zimbabwe and to a leader who once represented one of the world's best hopes for democratic
Africa.
How President Robert Mugabe manipulated Zimbabwe's security policy to exploit past
problems for present gain.
Africa is forever on our TV screens, but the bad-news stories (famine, genocide, corruption)
massively outweigh the good (South Africa). Ever since the process of de-colonialisation
began in the mid-1950s, and arguably before, the continent has appeared to be stuck in a
process of irreversible decline. Constant war, improper use of natural resources and
misappropriation of revenues and aid monies contribute to an impression of a continent
beyond hope. How did we get here? What, if anything, is to be done? Fully revised and
updated and weaving together the key stories and characters of the last sixty years into a
stunningly compelling and coherent narrative, Martin Meredith has produced the definitive
history of how European ideas of how to organise 10,000 different ethnic groups has led to
what Tony Blair described as the 'scar on the conscience of the world'. Authoritative,
provocative and consistently fascinating, this is the updated edition of the seminal book on one
of the most important issues facing the West today.
Successfully navigate the rich world of travel narratives and identify fiction and nonfiction readalikes with this detailed and expertly constructed guide.
Nelson Mandela stands out as one of the most admired political figures of the twentieth
century. It was his leadership and moral courage above all that helped to deliver a peaceful
end to apartheid in South Africa after years of racial division and violence and to establish a
fledgling democracy there. Martin Meredith's vivid portrayal of this towering leader was
originally acclaimed by the Sunday Times as 'a fitting epitaph to an extraordinary career' and
by the Daily Telegraph as 'a compelling account of the whole of Mandela's life'. Meredith's
acclaimed biography incorporates a decade of additional perspective and hindsight on the man
and his legacy and examines how far his hopes for the new South Africa were realised.
Mandela is the most thorough and up-to-date account available of the life of its most revered
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Religio-political organisations in Zimbabwe play an important role in advocating
democratisation and reconciliation, against acquiescent, silenced or co-opted mainstream
churches. Reconciliation and Religio-political Non-conformism in Zimbabwe analyses activities
of religious organisations that deviate from the position of mainline churches and the political
elites with regard to religious participation in political matters, against a background of political
conflict and violence. Drawing on detailed case studies of the Zimbabwe Christian Alliance
(ZCA), Churches in Manicaland (CiM) and Grace to Heal (GtH), this book provocatively argues
that in the face of an unsatisfactory religious and political culture, religio-political nonconformists emerge seeking to introduce a new ethos even in the face of negative sanctions
from dominant religious and political systems.
This interdisciplinary book provides a cross-sectoral and multi-dimensional exploration and
assessment of the urban geography perspectives in Zimbabwe. Drawing on work from different
disciplines, the book not only contributes to academia but also seeks to inform urban policy
with the view of contributing to the national aspirations of Zimbabwe attaining middle-income
status by 2030. Adopting a multi-dimensional assessment that transcends disciplines such as
urban and regional planning, human and physical geography, urban governance, political
science, economics and development studies, the book provides a background for coproduction concerning urban development in the Global South. The book contributes into its
analysis of the institutional and legislative framework that relates to the urban geography of
Zimbabwe, as these are responsible for the evolution of the urban system in the country. The
connections among different sectors and issues such as environment, economy, politics and
the wider objectives of the SDGs, especially goal 11 aspiring to create sustainable
communities by 2030, are explored. The success stories relating to urban geography in
Zimbabwe are identified together with the best possible practices that may inform urban
planning, policy and management.
A Brutal State of Affairs analyses the transition from Rhodesia to Zimbabwe and challenges
Rhodesian mythology. The story of the BSAP, where white and black officers were forced into
a situation not of their own making, is critically examined. The liberation war in Rhodesia might
never have happened but for the ascendency of the Rhodesian Front, prevailing racist
attitudes, and the rise of white nationalists who thought their cause just. Blinded by nationalist
fervour and the reassuring words of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and army commanders, the
Smith government disregarded the advice of its intelligence services to reach a settlement
before it was too late. By 1979, the Rhodesians were staring into the abyss, and the war was
drawing to a close. Salisbury was virtually encircled, and guerrilla numbers continued to grow.
A Brutal State of Affairs examines the Rhodesian legacy, the remarkable parallels of history,
and suggests that Smiths Rhodesian template for rule has, in many instances, been
assiduously applied by Mugabe and his successors.
The odyssey of the Reitz family passes like a thread through the tapestry of South African
history in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Originally Dutch-Afrikaner gentry from
the Cape, the family moved to the frontier settlement of Bloemfontein and played a key role in
the building of the Orange Free State. At the heart of this tale is the extraordinary career of
Deneys Reitz, whose account of his adventures in the field during the Anglo-Boer War
(1899-1902), published as Commando, became a classic of irregular warfare. Martin Meredith
interweaves Reitz's experiences, taken from his unpublished notebooks, with the wider story of
Britain's brutal suppression of Boer resistance. Concise and readable, and featuring rare
photographs from the family archives, Afrikaner Odyssey is a wide-ranging portrait of a
distinguished Afrikaner family whose presence is still marked on the South African landscape.
This book is based on a participatory action research project carried out with a group of former
Zimbabwe People's revolutionary Army (ZPRA) which was the armed wing of the Zimbabwe
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African People's Union (ZAPU) which was led by the late Joshua Nkomo. ZPRA was the
primary target of Gukurahundi, a pogrom by the Mugabe government which left an estimated
20 000 civilians dead and countless others tortured in the early 1980s in Matebeleland,
Zimbabwe. It has been almost 30 years since the violence ended, but there has never been an
official healing and reconciliation programme or truth commission into the atrocities. The
government chose the path of amnesia by granting a blanket amnesty to all involved. The
regime has enforced a culture of silence over the event through repression and intimidation.
The book is a culmination of a two year journey, by the group and the author, of an exploration
of group-based self-healing approaches to the pain caused by the violence of Gukurahundi.
Robert Mugabe came to power after a long civil war in Rhodesia, becoming president of the
country now called Zimbabwe. Initially praised for leading Zimbabwe's social and economic
development, it was discovered that the honeymoon was not to last long. Determined to gain
total power through a one-party system, Mugabe unleased a campaign of mass murder and
terror against his political opponents in Matabeleland.
MugabePower, Plunder and the Struggle for ZimbabweRobert MugabePower, Plunder and
Tyranny in Zimbabwe

This book is the first to tackle the difficult and complex politics of transition in
Zimbabwe, with deep historical analysis. Its focus is on a very problematic political
culture that is proving very hard to transcend. At the center of this culture is an unstable
but resilient ‘nationalist-military’ alliance crafted during the anti-colonial liberation
struggle in the 1970s. Inevitably, violence, misogyny and masculinity are constitutive of
the political culture. Economically speaking, the culture is that of a bureaucratic,
parasitic, primitive accumulation and corruption, which include invasion and emptying of
state coffers by a self-styled ‘Chimurenga aristocracy.’ However, this Chimurenga
aristocracy is not cohesive, as the politics that led to Robert Mugabe’s ousting from
power was preceded by dirty and protracted internal factionalism. At the center of the
factional politics was the ‘first family’:Robert Mugabe and his wife, Grace Mugabe.
This book offers a multidisciplinary examination of the complex contemporary politics in
Zimbabwe, taking seriously such issues as gender, misogyny, militarism, violence,
media, identity, modes of accumulation, the ethnicization of politics, attempts to open
lines of credit and FDI, national healing, and the national question as key variables not
only of a complete political culture but also of difficult transitional politics.
The crisis that has engulfed Zimbabwe since 2000 is not simply a struggle against
dictatorship. It is also a struggle over ideas and deep-seated historical issues, still
unresolved from the independence process, that both Robert Mugabe's ZANU PF
regime and Morgan Tsvangirai's MDC are vying first to define and then to address. This
book traces the role of politicians and public intellectuals in media, civil society and the
academy in producing and disseminating a politically usable historical narrative
concerning ideas about patriotism, race, land, human rights and sovereignty. It raises
pressing questions about the role of contemporary African intellectuals in the making of
democratic societies. In so doing the book adds a new and rich dimension to the study
of African politics, which is often diluted by the neglect of ideas.
This book examines the linguistic and discursive elements of social and economic
policies and national political leader statements to read new meanings into debates on
border protection, national sovereignty, immigration, economic indigenisation, land
reform and black economic empowerment. It adds a fresh angle to the debate on
nationalisms and transnationalism by pushing forward a more applied agenda to
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establish a clear and empirically-based illustration of the contradictions in current policy
frameworks around the world and the debates they invite. The author’s novel
vernacular discourse approach contributes new points of method and interpretation that
will advance scholarly conversations on nationalisms, transnationalism and other forms
of identity imaginings in a transient world.
Mugabe's War Machine is the first full account of one man's military ambitions. It
contains shocking stories of massacre and murder at home and powerful accounts of
neighbouring wars and international intelligence intrigues. This revealing book tracks
the rise of Robert Mugabe and decodes his psychology in the context of Zimbabwe's
military history. His leadership of a guerrilla army against white rule explains how
Mugabe continued to rule Zimbabwe as though he were still running an insurgency.
Mugabe used military power - the armed forces, militias, police and the dreaded Central
Intelligence Organization - to enforce his will against a series of perceived enemies.
Along with inflicting massacres in Matabeleland in the early 1980s, Mugabe's forces
also fought a covert war against apartheid South Africa. A large army was sent to
intervene in the civil war in Mozambique. After 1998 Zimbabwean troops engaged in
the massive conflict in the Congo, dubbed Africa's First World War. Domestically,
Mugabe crushed all his alleged opponents from the Ndebele to white farmers, and then
the media, judiciary, civic groups, churches, unions and homosexuals. The book
recounts South African attempts to keep the current government of national unity alive,
despite the growing oppression. It also considers how Zimbabwe can be saved from its
own self-destruction. Professor Paul Moorcraft is a prolific author and war
correspondent who has served in the Rhodesian/Zimbabwean Police and worked
closely with the British Armed Forces. His book, The Rhodesian War (Pen and Sword
2008) has been a huge success.
This penetrating, timely portrait of Robert Mugabe is the psychobiography of a man
whose once-brilliant career has ruined Zimbabwe and cast shame on the African
continent. Heidi Holland's tireless investigation begins with her having dinner with
Mugabe, the freedom fighter, and ends in a searching interview with Zimbabwe's
president more than 30 years later. The author charts Mugabe's gradual selfdestruction, and uncovers the complicity of some of the most respectable international
players in the Zimbabwe tragedy. Probing the mystery of Africa's loyalty to one of its
worst dictators, Holland explores the contradictions that cloud the life of the man who
had embodied a continent's promise.
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