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Rediscover the most famous art pieces from the
Impressionist movement Color by numbers - you can use
paints, coloring pencils, pastels - whatever you choose
Each picture is perforated, meaning that you can detach
your masterpiece and frame it or pin it to your wall!This is
an innovative colouring book, presenting masterpieces of
the Impressionist movement. On the left-hand page is an
image of the masterpiece, while on the right is a largeformat picture for you to colour. Included are highly
detailed color palletes, with a complete breakdown of
how to mix each shade, ensuring that you get every color
just right. Every picture is annotated with numbers and
letters, signifying where each color should go. Artworks
by the following artists are included: Claude Monet,
Camille Pisarro, Auguste Renoir, Alfred Sisley, and
Vincent Van Gogh. Also available: Impressionists: From
Caillebotte to Manet, ISBN 97828123139292"
Claude Monet is one of the most famous painters in
history, and he is considered a pioneer of the
Impressionist movement. What is Impressionism, and
how does Monet's work reflect its purest principles?
Readers discover the answers to these and other
questions about Monet's life and work as they examine
the stories behind some of his most beloved paintings.
Colorful examples of his work and photographs from his
life fill the pages, alongside annotated quotes from art
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historians, other artists, and Monet himself. Detailed
sidebars appeal to young artists and provide more
fascinating details about Monet's life.
The catalogue of the exhibition to be shown at the
Cornell Fine Arts Museum, Winter Park, FL and the Frye
Art Museum, Seattle, WA will present a choice selection
of 19th century French paintings from the Muse des
Beaux - Arts, Reims in order to trace the h istory of
French art from the Romantics, to the School of
Barbizon, the circle of Honfleur, and up to
Impressionism. The Muse des Beaux - Arts, Reims
owns the second largest collection of works by Jean Baptiste Camille Corot after the Louvre as well as exce
llent landscape paintings by artists from the Barbizon
School. Corot was one of the most significant painters
involved with the Barbizonists. Studying the Reims
holdings further it seemed evident to edit a catalogue
and curate an exhibition that reach from the romantic
spirit in French landscape painting to the School of
Barbizon on to the group of artists around Eugne Louis Boudin at Honfleur -- the true cradle of
Impressionism -- and lastly to the Impressionists Claude
Monet, Camille Pissarro and Pierre - Auguste Renoir.
When Claude Monet exhibited his paintings for the first
time in Paris, he acknowledged no teacher, intending to
claim complete originality for his works. Since then,
many writers have sought to corroborate his originality,
latching on to statements such as What I do here will at
least have the merit of not resembling anybody. Because
it is simply the expression of what Ive experienced by
myself (letter to Bazille, 1866). In actual fact, Monet was
Page 2/23

File Type PDF Monet And The Impressionists For
Kids Their Lives And Ideas 21 Activities For Kids
Series
gregarious, passionately interested in the paintings of his
predecessors and contemporaries, and he made a
common political cause with his fellow impressionists,
being a principal organizer of their first exhibitions. This
book aims to recreate the artistic milieu of Monet and
show his rapport with the unconventional non-academic
currents of French art including the preceding generation
of landscapists of the Fontainebleu School and the
succeeding generation, including Paul Gauguin.
Paintings by Claude Monet, approximately 20 in all, are
grouped with the works of other artists connected to
Monet to suggest the range of his experience, his
influences, and the influence of his art, from his
beginnings in the 1860s to the years after 1900. The
artists used for comparison include greats such as
Renoir, Sisley, Pissarro, Degas and Cézanne.
The book accompanies a touring exhibition at the Taft
Museum of Art, Cincinnati, USA from 19 February to 26
May 2016; the Scottish National Gallery, Edinburgh from
25 June to 2 October 2016 and the Van Gogh Museum
from 21 October 2016 to 29 January 2017. Charles
Francois Daubigny (1817'1878) was one of the most
important French landscape painters of the nineteenth
century. This book reassesses his work and examines
his importance for the Impressionists, as well as Van
Gogh. Daubigny helped to shape Impressionism through
his working practice: routinely painting outdoors, often
from his studio boat; exploring new subjects and
unexpected viewpoints; and developing a radically
'unfinished' style and a brighter palette. He supported the
Impressionists at the Paris Salons and introduced both
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Monet and Pissarro to the art dealer Paul Durand-Ruel.
He moved towards a more subjective interpretation of
nature in his later sunsets and nocturnes, inspiring not
only Monet, but Vincent van Gogh, who spent the last
two months of his life close to Daubigny's home and
studio at Auvers-sur-Oise. These themes and others are
explored through a series of essays that examine his
interactions with the young Impressionists, the market
response to his paintings, the evolution of his highly
original technical processes and his role as the leader of
an artists' colony."
"If I have indeed become a painter, I owe it to Eugene
Boudin" - "Argenteuil, the high noon of Impressionism" "This stunning Paris" - "On the banks of the Seine at
Vetheuil" - "Giverny is splendid country for me" Haystacks, poplars and cathedrals: the series paintings Water-lilies: Monet's final message - Documents.
A wonderful guide to the most popular movement in the
history of art: Impressionism. Monet was the leader of
the impressionists, and is one of the best known and
possibly the best loved of all painters. But he is not the
only artist featured in this book, there is more space
devoted to (and more art by) his contemporaries,
forebears and followers than in many monographs
devoted to them as individuals. Here you will find Manet,
the father of impressionism, and Cezanne, who benefited
most from it's influence and effect. There is also ample
space devoted to Renoir, Sisley, Van Gogh, Gauguin,
Seurat, Cassatt, and many more. The book is divided
into three sections: the first features an overview of the
movement, describing its primary influence and
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identifying the classic characteristics, the second focuses
on the masters, primarily the genius of Monet, but also
Cezanne, Degas, Renoir and Van Gogh. The third and
largest section showcases the movements art and is
organized into thematic chapters, ranging from seasons
through gardens to nudes. Every painting is beautifully
reproduced, and great care will be taken with the
printing, probably using a fifth color to ensure the highest
possible quality of reproduction to best serve the subtle
palettes of this wonderful group of artists.

Impressionist paintings, vintage postcards, and
photographs complement this chronicle of the history
of the artists' colony at Giverny
*Includes pictures*Includes the artists' quotes about
their lives and art*Includes online resources and a
bibliography for further reading*Includes a table of
contentsTo get a sense of the kind of prestige that
Claude Monet enjoys within the art world, one need
only learn that his Le Bassin Aux Nymphes (1919) from his series of paintings featuring water lilies sold for the equivalent of more than $70 million. This
is an incredibly staggering price, especially
considering that early in his life, Monet had been so
poor and debt-ridden that some of his paintings were
taken from him by creditors. How, exactly, did Monet
progress from being an impoverished young
Impressionist artist working at the vanguard of
European art to the legendary Master whose works
command prices near the very pinnacle of the art
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world?Naturally, Monet's commercial success
soared exponentially in the decades following his
death in 1926, at a time in which the prices
commanded by the great Masters of Western art
began rising in price at exponential rates. Yet even
during his own lifetime, Monet enjoyed a sharp rise
to fame and was canonized as one of the greatest
painters in France. Following sharply in the footsteps
of Edouard Manet, Claude Monet was one of the first
painters identified within the Impressionist circle
(indeed, it was Monet himself who coined the label of
Impressionist after using it in the title of one of his
paintings). Where some artists reach the peak of
their acclaim early in life, Monet's star continued to
rise even throughout his old age; although some
would argue that the last decade or so of his life
were anticlimactic, at least from an artistic
standpoint, his landmark water lilies were made
during his elderly years. And even though Monet
would continue to paint well after the canonical
period of Impressionism had ended, his name was
and remains synonymous with Impressionism, along
with cherished acquaintances of his, including such
luminaries as Pierre-August Renoir, Camille
Pissarro, and Edouard Manet. Simply put, Monet is a
monumental figure when it comes to examining
Western art during the second half of the 19th
century.Pierre-Auguste Renoir stands alongside
Claude Monet at the very peak of Impressionist
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painting, and though neither of them can be credited
with founding the movement (that honor likely goes
to Edouard Manet or Edgar Degas), Renoir and
Monet remain inextricably tied to the key
characteristics of Impressionism: loose brushwork;
outdoor painting; an emphasis on capturing natural
light and shadow; and a focus on remaining in Paris
and the surrounding countryside. Yet if Monet and
Renoir are each remembered for their affiliation with
these descriptors, differences nevertheless
distinguish them, especially the fact that Renoir
concentrated less on nature than did Monet,
attending instead to scenes depicting Parisian
leisure activity. This thematic concern for depicting
scenes of idyllic Parisian enjoyment, such as rowing
in boats or grand luncheons, imbues Renoir with a
greater sense of joie-de-vivre than Monet or perhaps
any of the other members of the Impressionist
cohort. Even though Renoir's art shares much in
common with his Impressionist colleagues, both his
handling of paint and even his subject matter contain
significant differences that render him truly unique as
a painter. That Renoir captured scenes of leisure
better than any of his contemporaries was surprising
and unlikely considering the background in which he
was raised. Denied the opportunity for a proper
education, Renoir's painting, which started at a
young age, was borne more out of a need to work
than in pursuit of a lifelong passion. Renoir certainly
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loved to paint, but like Monet, painting always
remained his profession, and he treated it as such.
Monet & Renoir looks at the personal background
that led to the two becoming artists and the cultural
climate in which they rose to fame.
Monet is familiar to millions of people the world over.
His works are much loved and admired so it’s
almost inconceivable to imagine that at the time he
produced his first works, Monet enraged critics and
the public alike. At times, the light Monet achieved in
his paintings was almost the subject itself. The light
enhanced the works and gave Monet’s paintings a
photographic quality, despite the “impression” of the
subject of the piece. It was these impressions –
rather than the subjects or themes – that established
Monet as a revolutionary artist. Monet was the
founder of the Impressionist movement and worked
across more than six decades, to the point of
obsession, to produce one of the largest volumes of
oeuvres the world had ever seen. The Impressionists
were keen to eliminate the color black from their
palettes and encouraged this practice at every
opportunity. It brought about a new color theory,
which emphasized the presence of color, within
shadows, and they worked to the rule that there was
no black in nature, and therefore, it should not be
included in their paintings. Monet is widely regarded
as the forerunner of French Impressionism. Monet
was keen for a move away from realism and the
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traditional oil painting techniques of the 19th century.
It was early in his career that Monet created a style
that focused on the light in shadows. This study of
natural light was the focus of his first “Impressionist”
painting, Impression, Sunrise (1872), which came to
represent the new art movement taking shape. Louis
Leroy, a critic who viewed the painting, was
unsympathetic to the developments taking place in
art toward the end of the 19th century and called the
work an “impression.” It was meant to ridicule
Monet’s work (and the work of his peers in general),
however, it led to the naming of one of the most
exciting movements and phases in art history –
Impressionism.
This book contains 81 paintings from the 40 years
Monet spend at his country home in Giverny,
accompanied by a narrative on Monet's life, loves,
and influences. It recounts Monet's development
from an Impressionist to an innovative abstractionist.
Through 170 works, this catalogue analyzes the
relationship between Impressionism and nature from
an innovative angle. For the first time, the
extraordinary pictorial innovations of the
Impressionists are seen against a broader
understanding of the nature, culture and modernity
of the time. In other words, the Impressionists not
only visually recorded the impact of modernity on the
French landscape, but they also embraced a new
holistic viewpoint which revealed the dynamism and
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condition of every social and natural system. The
works trace the development of the representation of
nature in French nineteenth century painting,
beginning with the early innovations to classic norms
brought about by painters of the Barbizon school,
followed by a thorough exploration of the revolution
caused by the great masters of Impressionism such
as Monet, Sisley and Pissarro, and ending with the
chromatic triumph of Monets Waterlilies.
French artist Edouard Manet is often considered to
be the predecessor of the Impressionist movement.
This book gives a detailed account of Manet's life
and his influence on the Impressionist painters. Also
included are four engravings and over thirty
illustrations.
Discusses the nineteenth-century French art
movement known as Impressionism, focusing on the
works of Monet, Renoir, Degas, Cassatt, Cezanne,
Gauguin, and Seurat. Includes related projects and
activities.
Brimming with illustrations of some of the world's best loved
Impressionist paintings, this book offers fresh and fascinating
insights to explain why, initially, Impressionism was
considered radical--and why it remains one of the most
popular artistic movements of all time. By focusing on
Impressionism's earliest stages, the book offers a thorough
and satisfying exploration that paves the way for a deeper
understanding of the movement's myriad hybridizations and,
eventually, the birth of abstraction. This delightful overview
also offers readers a thoughtful context from which to
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appreciate these most beautiful works of art.
The numerous step-by-step instructions included in this book
enable the modern painter to recreate the style of artists such
as Monet, Renoir, Cassatt and Van Gogh. The author also
discusses techniques such as pointillism, two-dimensional
brushwork, using slabs of colour and palette knife application.
A major biography of the artist, supported by a wealth of
examples of his work.
Manet Paints Monet focuses on an auspicious moment in the
history of art. In the summer of 1874, Édouard Manet
(1832–1883) and Claude Monet (1840–1926), two
outstanding painters of the nascent Impressionist movement,
spent their holidays together in Argenteuil on the Seine River.
Their growing friendship is expressed in their artwork,
culminating in Manet’s marvelous portrait of Monet painting
on a boat. The boat was the ideal site for Monet to execute
his new plein-air paintings, enabling him to depict nature,
water, and the play of light. Similarly, Argenteuil was the
perfect place for Manet, the great painter of contemporary
life, to observe Parisian society at leisure. His portrait brings
all the elements together— Manet’s own eye for the effect of
social conventions and boredom on vacationers, and
Monet’s eye for nature—but these qualities remain markedly
distinct. With this book, esteemed art historian Willibald
Sauerländer describes how Manet, in one instant, created a
defining image of an entire epoch, capturing the artistic
tendencies of the time in a masterpiece that is both graceful
and profound.
With Impression, Soleil Levant, exhibited in 1874, Claude
Monet (1840-1926) took part in the creation of the
Impressionism movement that introduced the 19th century to
modern art. All his life, he captured natural movements
around him and translated them into visual sensations.
Considered the leader of Impressionism, Monet is
Page 11/23

File Type PDF Monet And The Impressionists For
Kids Their Lives And Ideas 21 Activities For Kids
Series
internationally famous for his poetic paintings of water lilies
and beautiful landscapes. He leaves behind the most wellknown masterpieces that still fascinate art lovers all over the
world. Nathalia Brodskaïa is a curator at the State Hermitage
Museum in St Petersburg. She has published monographs on
Rousseau, Renoir, Derain, Vlaminck, and Van Dongen, as
well as many books on the Fauves and Naïve Art. She is
currently working on a study of French painters at the end of
the 19th and the beginning of the 20th century.
Recreate your favourite Impressionist painting with this new
colouring book featuring illustrations of artwork by Monet,
Renoir, Degas and others. Impressionism is one of the
world’s most popular and well-known art movements.
Originated by a group of 19th-century artists based in Paris,
they were seen as the rebels of their time. The paintings that
came out of this period have become some of the most wellloved artworks in existance today. The most famous
Impressionist of them all has to be Claude Monet. This
inspiring new colouring book produced in conjunction with the
Thyssen art museum in Madrid features some of his most
famous paintings including The Water Lily Pond and Woman
with a Parasol. Featured is also work by other famous
Impressionists including Degas, Renoir, Van Gogh, Manet,
Slevogt, Pissarro, Liebermann, Gauguin, Morisot, Cézanne,
Sisley and Israels. You are invited to add your own touch of
colour to intricate illustrations of paintings such as Monet’s
Tulip Fields in Holland, Degas’ Woman in the Bath,
Gauguin’s Washerwomen at Pont-Arles, Renoir’s Luncheon
of the Boating Party and Van Gogh’s The Langlois Bridge at
Arles. Each of the original artworks is reproduced in colour,
so that you can decide whether you prefer to choose your
own colours, or to use the colours that the artist intended.
Reimagine your favorite works of art from Claude Monet and
other impressionist artists with this inspired coloring book.
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Discover and experience the magic and awe-inspiring artwork
of world-renowned impressionist artists with. Thirty of the
most captivating Impressionist paintings have been
meticulously reproduced as black-and-white line art that can
be colored using your favorite medium—pens, paint, pencils,
or even crayon! Color Your Own Monet and the
Impressionists has a sturdy three-millimeter board cover that
acts as an easel for easy coloring and provides a realistic
artistic experience. Each illustration is printed on a heavy
paper stock, and the book includes an index of the original
paintings—which are reproduced in full color on the inside
front and back covers to help you to match the artists’
palates or inspire you to mix your own colors.

Explores the world, art, and inspiration of the French
impressionist painter
Impressionists and Politics is an accessible introduction
to the current debates about Impressionism. Was the
artistic movement really radical and innovative? Is the
term "Impressionism" itself an adequate characterization
of the movement of painters and critics that took the midnineteenth century Paris art world by storm? By
providing an historical background and context, the book
places the Impressionists' roots in wider social and
economic transformations and explains its militancy, both
aesthetic and political. Impressionists and Politics is a
concise history of the movement, from its youthful
inception in the 1860s, through to its final years of
recognition and then crisis.
A catalogue to the exhibition of Impressionism in Britain
held at the Barbican Art Gallery in London in the spring
of 1995, this work argues that in the late 19th century,
Impressionism was far less homogeneous than we
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recognize today. It defined itself internationally in a
series of schools which had all originated through
contact with Paris.
Monet and the Impressionists for KidsTheir Lives and
Ideas, 21 ActivitiesChicago Review Press
Impressionism took its name from the title of a painting
that Claude Monet (1840-1926) exhibited in 1874. More
than any other artist, Monet was the creator of the
Impressionist vision, which has so forcefully shaped the
way in which he habitually see nature today. For sixty
years he continuously explored ways of translating his
experiences into paint, in pictures that take us from the
bustling life of Paris in the 1860s to the seclusion of his
own water-garden, which he painted in his last years.
John House's introduction to Monet's life and work
presents a sequence of dazzling illustrations that chart
the artist's progress as he became increasingly
preoccupied with colour and atmospheric effect, and the
direct studies of nature gave way to paintings of greater
richness and harmony, in which the play of varied
colours replaced the conventional drawing and modelling
of forms.
With Impression, Sunrise, exhibited in 1874, Claude
Monet (18401926) took part in thecreation of the
Impressionist movement that introduced the 19th century
to modern art. All his life, he captured natural
movements around him and translated them into visual
sensations. A complex man and an exceptional artist,
Monet is internationally famous for his poetic paintings of
waterlilies and beautiful landscapes. He leaves behind
the most wellknown masterpieces that still fascinate art
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lovers all over the world. In this twovolume illustrated
work, Natalia Brodskaya and Nina Kalitina invite us on a
journey across time to discover the history of
Impressionism and Monet; a movement and an artist
forever bound together. Specialists of 19th and 20th
century art, the authors shed light on the birth of
modernity in art, a true revolution responsible for the
thriving art scene of the 20th century.
*Includes pictures *Includes the artists' quotes about
their lives and art *Includes online resources and a
bibliography for further reading *Includes a table of
contents To get a sense of the kind of prestige that
Claude Monet enjoys within the art world, one need only
learn that his Le Bassin Aux Nympheas (1919) - from his
series of paintings featuring water lilies - sold for the
equivalent of more than $70 million. This is an incredibly
staggering price, especially considering that early in his
life, Monet had been so poor and debt-ridden that some
of his paintings were taken from him by creditors. How,
exactly, did Monet progress from being an impoverished
young Impressionist artist working at the vanguard of
European art to the legendary Master whose works
command prices near the very pinnacle of the art world?
Naturally, Monet's commercial success soared
exponentially in the decades following his death in 1926,
at a time in which the prices commanded by the great
Masters of Western art began rising in price at
exponential rates. Yet even during his own lifetime,
Monet enjoyed a sharp rise to fame and was canonized
as one of the greatest painters in France. Following
sharply in the footsteps of Edouard Manet, Claude Monet
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was one of the first painters identified within the
Impressionist circle (indeed, it was Monet himself who
coined the label of Impressionist after using it in the title
of one of his paintings). Where some artists reach the
peak of their acclaim early in life, Monet's star continued
to rise even throughout his old age; although some
would argue that the last decade or so of his life were
anticlimactic, at least from an artistic standpoint, his
landmark water lilies were made during his elderly years.
And even though Monet would continue to paint well
after the canonical period of Impressionism had ended,
his name was and remains synonymous with
Impressionism, along with cherished acquaintances of
his, including such luminaries as Pierre-August Renoir,
Camille Pissarro, and Edouard Manet. Simply put, Monet
is a monumental figure when it comes to examining
Western art during the second half of the 19th century.
Pierre-Auguste Renoir stands alongside Claude Monet at
the very peak of Impressionist painting, and though
neither of them can be credited with founding the
movement (that honor likely goes to Edouard Manet or
Edgar Degas), Renoir and Monet remain inextricably tied
to the key characteristics of Impressionism: loose
brushwork; outdoor painting; an emphasis on capturing
natural light and shadow; and a focus on remaining in
Paris and the surrounding countryside. Yet if Monet and
Renoir are each remembered for their affiliation with
these descriptors, differences nevertheless distinguish
them, especially the fact that Renoir concentrated less
on nature than did Monet, attending instead to scenes
depicting Parisian leisure activity. This thematic concern
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for depicting scenes of idyllic Parisian enjoyment, such
as rowing in boats or grand luncheons, imbues Renoir
with a greater sense of joie-de-vivre than Monet or
perhaps any of the other members of the Impressionist
cohort. Even though Renoir's art shares much in
common with his Impressionist colleagues, both his
handling of paint and even his subject matter contain
significant differences that render him truly unique as a
painter. That Renoir captured scenes of leisure better
than any of his contemporaries was surprising and
unlikely considering the background in which he was
raised. Denied the opportunity for a proper education,
Renoir's painting, which started at a young age, was
borne more out of a need to work than in pursuit of a
lifelong passion. Renoir certainly loved to paint, but like
Monet, painting always remained his profession, and he
treated it as such. Monet & Renoir looks at the personal
background that led to the two becoming artists and the
cultural climate in which they rose to fame."
*Includes pictures of Monet and his most famous
art*Includes Monet's quotes *Includes online resources
and a bibliography for further reading*Includes a table of
contents"Everyone discusses my art and pretends to
understand, as if it were necessary to understand, when
it is simply necessary to love." - Claude MonetTo get a
sense of the kind of prestige that Claude Monet's
reputation has within the art world, one need only learn
that his Le Bassin Aux Nymphes (1919) - from his
series of paintings featuring water lilies - sold for the
equivalent of more than $70 million. This is an incredibly
staggering price, especially considering that early in his
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life, Monet had been so poor and debt-ridden that some
of his paintings were taken from him by creditors. How,
exactly, did Monet progress from being an impoverished
young Impressionist artist working at the vanguard of
European art to the legendary Master whose works
command prices near the very pinnacle of the art
world?Naturally, Monet's commercial success soared
exponentially in the decades following his death in 1926,
at a time in which the prices commanded by the great
Masters of Western art began rising in price at
exponential rates. Yet even during his own lifetime,
Monet enjoyed a sharp rise to fame and was canonized
as one of the greatest painters in France. Following
sharply in the footsteps of Edouard Manet, Claude Monet
was one of the first painters identified within the
Impressionist circle (indeed, it was Monet himself who
coined the label of Impressionist after using it in the title
of one of his paintings). Where some artists reach the
peak of their acclaim early in life, Monet's star continued
to rise even throughout his old age; although some
would argue that the last decade or so of his life were
anticlimactic, at least from an artistic standpoint, his
landmark water lilies were made during his elderly years.
And even though Monet would continue to paint well
after the canonical period of Impressionism had ended,
his name was and remains synonymous with
Impressionism, along with cherished acquaintances of
his, including such luminaries as Pierre-August Renoir,
Camille Pissarro, and Edouard Manet. Simply put, Monet
is a monumental figure when it comes to examining
Western art during the second half of the 19th
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century.Like many other great artists, Monet's artistic
style developed in tandem with the unfolding changes in
his personal life and the professional relationships he
maintained. His upbringing was in certain respects
unremarkable (at least before the premature death of his
mother), but it was during his childhood that Monet
cultivated his passion for painting, and even during that
time that he met certain artists who would prove
instrumental in the nurturing of his prodigious talents.
Whether or not Monet was the most brilliant or gifted of
the Impressionists is a matter of opinion, but either way,
his abilities were molded by his upbringing, his
temperament and personality, his formal style, and his
standing within the Parisian art world. History's Greatest
Artists: The Life and Legacy of Claude Monet looks at
the personal background that led to him becoming an
artist and the cultural climate in which he rose to fame.
Monet's formal technique and artistic legacy are also
analyzed, including his working methods and artistic
education. Along with pictures of important people,
places, and events, you will learn about Monet like never
before, in no time at all.
“I paint what I see and not what it pleases others to
see.” What other words than these of Édouard Manet,
seemingly so different from the sentiments of Monet or
Renoir, could best define the Impressionist movement?
Without a doubt, this singularity was explained when,
shortly before his death, Claude Monet wrote: “I remain
sorry to have been the cause of the name given to a
group the majority of which did not have anything
Impressionist.” In this work, Nathalia Brodskaïa
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examines the contradictions of this late 19th-century
movement through the paradox of a group who, while
forming a coherent ensemble, favoured the affirmation of
artistic individuals. Between academic art and the birth of
modern, non-figurative painting, the road to recognition
was long. Analysing the founding elements of the
movement, the author follows, through the works of each
of the artists, how the demand for individuality gave rise
to modern painting.
For Claude Monet the designation ‘impressionist’
always remained a source of pride. In spite of all the
things critics have written about his work, Monet
continued to be a true impressionist to the end of his
very long life. He was so by deep conviction, and for his
Impressionism he may have sacrificed many other
opportunities that his enormous talent held out to him.
Monet did not paint classical compositions with figures,
and he did not become a portraitist, although his
professional training included those skills. He chose a
single genre for himself, landscape painting, and in that
he achieved a degree of perfection none of his
contemporaries managed to attain. Yet the little boy
began by drawing caricatures. Boudin advised Monet to
stop doing caricatures and to take up landscapes
instead. The sea, the sky, animals, people, and trees are
beautiful in the exact state in which nature created them
– surrounded by air and light. Indeed, it was Boudin who
passed on to Monet his conviction of the importance of
working in the open air, which Monet would in turn
transmit to his impressionist friends. Monet did not want
to enrol at the Ecole des Beaux-Arts. He chose to attend
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a private school, L’Académie Suisse, established by an
ex-model on the Quai d’Orfèvres near the Pont SaintMichel. One could draw and paint from a live model there
for a modest fee. This was where Monet met the future
impressionist Camille Pissarro. Later in Gleyre’s studio,
Monet met Auguste Renoir Alfred Sisley, and Frédéric
Bazille. Monet considered it very important that Boudin
be introduced to his new friends. He also told his friends
of another painter he had found in Normandy. This was
the remarkable Dutchman Jongkind. His landscapes
were saturated with colour, and their sincerity, at times
even their naïveté, was combined with subtle
observation of the Normandy shore’s variable nature. At
this time Monet’s landscapes were not yet characterized
by great richness of colour. Rather, they recalled the
tonalities of paintings by the Barbizon artists, and
Boudin’s seascapes. He composed a range of colour
based on yellow-brown or blue-grey. At the Third
Impressionist Exhibition in 1877 Monet presented a
series of paintings for the first time: seven views of the
Saint-Lazare train station. He selected them from among
twelve he had painted at the station. This motif in
Monet’s work is in line not only with Manet’s Chemin de
fer (The Railway) and with his own landscapes featuring
trains and stations at Argenteuil, but also with a trend
that surfaced after the railways first began to appear. In
1883, Monet had bought a house in the village of
Giverny, near the little town of Vernon. At Giverny, series
painting became one of his chief working procedures.
Meadows became his permanent workplace. When a
journalist, who had come from Vétheuil to interview
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Monet, asked him where his studio was, the painter
answered, “My studio! I’ve never had a studio, and I
can’t see why one would lock oneself up in a room. To
draw, yes – to paint, no”. Then, broadly gesturing
towards the Seine, the hills, and the silhouette of the little
town, he declared, “There’s my real studio.”Monet
began to go to London in the last decade of the
nineteenth century. He began all his London paintings
working directly from nature, but completed many of
them afterwards, at Giverny. The series formed an
indivisible whole, and the painter had to work on all his
canvases at one time. A friend of Monet’s, the writer
Octave Mirbeau, wrote that he had accomplished a
miracle. With the help of colours he had succeeded in
recreating on the canvas something almost impossible to
capture: he was reproducing sunlight, enriching it with an
infinite number of reflections. Alone among the
impressionists, Claude Monet took an almost scientific
study of the possibilities of colour to its limits; it is unlikely
that one could have gone any further in that direction.
Step into the revolutionary lives of the impressionists
with Art + Paris, the most comprehensive guidebook to
impressionism for the armchair traveler, lovers of Paris,
and educators alike. Illustrated with hundreds of beautiful
full-color photos and maps, this unique guide combines
an introduction to late 19th-century art history with
reproductions of famous impressionist masterpieces,
walking tours, and detailed listings of the city's art-related
sites. It provides a complete background course on
impressionism, with comprehensive biographies and
engaging essays about the movement; listings for 150
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must-see impressionist paintings in Paris with the stories
behind the art; easy-to-follow tours of where the artists
lived and found inspiration; and an extended-travel
journey through the French countryside, exploring
Normandy and the quaint Paris suburbs.
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