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Maya Cities Ancient Cities And Temples
Documents the eighteenth-century archaeological discovery of the ancient city of
Palenque and the significant 1952 unearthing of King Pakal's burial site, in a
study that discusses how major breakthroughs in decipherment revealed the
city's history.
The authors have thoroughly revised the text for this new edition, and they have
added over thirty new photographs and illustrations as well as a completely new
chapter by Richard E. W. Adams on regional states and empires in ancient
Mesoamerica."--BOOK JACKET.
"Turning Points in Modern History takes you on a far-reaching journey around the
globe-- from China to the Americas to New Zealand{u2014}to shed light on how
two dozen of the top discoveries, inventions, political upheavals, and ideas since
1400 have shaped the modern world. Taught by award-winning history professor
Vejas Gabriel Liulevicius of the University of Tennessee, Knoxville, these 24
thought-provoking lectures tell the amazing story of how life as we know it
developed{u2014}at times advancing in one brilliant instant and at other times, in
painstaking degrees. Starting in the early 15th century and culminating in the age
of social media, you'll encounter astounding threads that weave through the
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centuries, joining these turning points in ways that may come as a revelation.
You'll also witness turning points with repercussions we can only speculate about
because they are still very much in the process of turning" -- from publisher's web
site.
How were the daily lives of the ancient Maya different from our daily lives today?
What problems did they face as an early civilization in the Americas? Questions
such as these are answered as readers examine the ancient Maya through a
close study of their history, lifestyle, and traditions. Through well-researched
main text, readers are able to compare and contrast this ancient culture with
modern civilizations. In addition, accessible maps, informational fact boxes,
interesting sidebars, a helpful timeline, and vibrant full-color photographs are
included to further explain this essential social studies curriculum topic.
"Search for lost Mayan cities and books of gold, discover an ancient canal
system in Arizona, climb gigantic pyramids in the Midwest, explore megalithic
monuments in New England, and join the astonishing quest for the lost cities
throughout North [and Central] America"--Amazon.com.
Journey back in time and take a photo trip and learn about the Ancient Maya
civilizations that once were one of the greatest societies in the world! See the
ruins as they stand today! Enjoy Ancient Cities of the Maya!
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While Europe was buried in the Dark Ages, the Maya were producing astonishing
sculpture, stelae, and wall murals, as well as building magnificent temples,
tombs, and ball courts. This extraordinary volume pairs the leading Maya scholar
and one of the world’s finest photographers of ancient sites to trace the rise and
fall of Mayan civilization through its great royal cities. From El Mirador to the
cities of the Maya Renaissance and finally to Chichen Itza, where the 700-year
flowering of the Mayan people came to a halt, the riveting history of powerful
dynasties, political intrigues, and a flourishing culture is illuminated through new
research and evocative photographs. A new reading of artifacts, reliefs, murals,
maps, and other archaeological evidence allows Coe to untangle the complex
sequence of internecine ritual warfare that fatally weakened the late Maya era.
*Includes pictures of Chichen Itza's ruins and art. *Explains the history of the site
and the theories about its purpose and abandonment. *Describes the layout of
Chichen Itza, its important structures, and the theories about the buildings' uses.
*Includes a bibliography for further reading. Many ancient civilizations have
influenced and inspired people in the 21st century, like the Greeks and the
Romans, but of all the world's civilizations, none have intrigued people more than
the Mayans, whose culture, astronomy, language, and mysterious disappearance
all continue to captivate people. At the heart of the fascination is the most visited
Page 3/20

Access Free Maya Cities Ancient Cities And Temples
and the most spectacular of Late Classic Maya cities: Chichen Itza. Chichen Itza
was inhabited for hundreds of years and was a very influential center in the later
years of Maya civilization. At its height, Chichen Itza may have had over 30,000
inhabitants, and with a spectacular pyramid, enormous ball court, observatory
and several temples, the builders of this city exceeded even those at Uxmal in
developing the use of columns and exterior relief decoration. Of particular interest
at Chichen Itza is the sacred cenote, a sinkhole was a focus for Maya rituals
around water. Because adequate supplies of water, which rarely collected on the
surface of the limestone based Yucatan, were essential for adequate agricultural
production, the Maya here considered it of primary importance. Underwater
archaeology carried out in the cenote at Chichen Itza revealed that offerings to
the Maya rain deity Chaac (which may have included people) were tossed into
the sinkhole. Although Chichen Itza was around for hundreds of years, it had a
relatively short period of dominance in the region, lasting from about 800-950
A.D. Today, tourists are taken by guides to a building called the Nunnery for no
good reason other than the small rooms reminded the Spaniards of a nunnery
back home. Similarly the great pyramid at Chichen Itza is designated El Castillo
("The Castle"), which it almost certainly was not, while the observatory is called
El Caracol ("The Snail") for its spiral staircase. Of course, the actual names for
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these places were lost as the great Maya cities began to lose their populations,
one by one. Chichen Itza was partially abandoned in 948, and the culture of the
Maya survived in a disorganized way until it was revived at Mayapan around
1200. Why Maya cities were abandoned and left to be overgrown by the jungle is
a puzzle that intrigues people around the world today, especially those who have
a penchant for speculating on lost civilizations. Chichen Itza: The History and
Mystery of the Maya's Most Famous City comprehensively covers the history of
the city, as well as the speculation surrounding the purpose of Chichen Itza and
the debate over the buildings. Along with pictures and a bibliography, you will
learn about the Maya's most famous city like you never have before, in no time at
all. "
The Maya Tropical Forest, which occupies the lowlands of southern Mexico, Guatemala, and
Belize, is the closest rainforest to the United States and one of the most popular tourist
destinations in the Western Hemisphere. It has been home to the Maya peoples for nearly four
millennia, starting around 1800 BC. Ancient cities in the rainforest such as Palenque,
Yaxchilan, Tikal, and Caracol draw thousands of tourists and scholars seeking to learn more
about the prehistoric Maya. Their contemporary descendants, the modern Maya, utilize the
forest's natural resources in village life and international trade, while striving to protect their
homeland from deforestation and environmental degradation. Writing for both visitors and
conservationists, James Nations tells the fascinating story of how ancient and modern Maya
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peoples have used and guarded the rich natural resources of the Maya Tropical Forest. He
opens with a natural history that profiles the forest's significant animals and plants. Nations
then describes the Maya peoples, biological preserves, and major archaeological sites in
Mexico, Guatemala, and Belize. Drawing on more than twenty-five years of conservation work
in the Maya Tropical Forest, Nations tells first-hand stories of the creation of national parks and
other protected areas to safeguard the region's natural resources and archaeological heritage.
He concludes with an expert assessment of the forest's future in which he calls for expanded
archaeological tourism to create an ecologically sustainable economic base for the region.
Using field reports, data sets and "grey" literature on the many excavated sites, Houk provides
a synthesis of archaeological data on the ancient cities of modern Belize for the Classical
period and explores their urban planning and built environment. By examining the lowland
cities, Houk's work offers balance to the literature on the entire Classic Maya polity.
An intricately illustrated examination of the forces that help cities grow and eventually cause
their destruction is told through the histories of ancient American civilizations, documenting the
rise and fall of booming cultures that once thrived on the sites of well-known modern cities.
Maya CitiesAncient Cities and Temples
The story and "adventurous life of Frederick Catherwood, the English artist who discovered lost
Mayan cities in the jungles of Central America and the Yucatán plateau in the early 19th
century."--Jacket.
Ancient Maya Commerce presents nearly two decades of multidisciplinary research at
Chunchucmil, Yucatan, Mexico—a thriving Classic period Maya center organized around
commercial exchange rather than agriculture. An urban center without a king and unable to
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sustain agrarian independence, Chunchucmil is a rare example of a Maya city in which
economics, not political rituals, served as the engine of growth. Trade was the raison d’être of
the city itself. Using a variety of evidence—archaeological, botanical, geomorphological, and soilbased—contributors show how the city was a major center for both short- and long-distance
trade, integrating the Guatemalan highlands, the Gulf of Mexico, and the interior of the
northern Maya lowlands. By placing Chunchucmil into the broader context of emerging
research at other Maya cities, the book reorients the understanding of ancient Maya
economies. The book is accompanied by a highly detailed digital map that reveals the dense
population of the city and the hundreds of streets its inhabitants constructed to make the city
navigable, shifting the knowledge of urbanism among the ancient Maya. Ancient Maya
Commerce is a pioneering, thoroughly documented case study of a premodern market center
and makes a strong case for the importance of early market economies in the Maya region. It
will be a valuable addition to the literature for Mayanists, Mesoamericanists, economic
anthropologists, and environmental archaeologists. Contributors: Anthony P. Andrews, Traci
Ardren, Sheryl Luzzadder-Beach, Timothy Beach, Chelsea Blackmore, Tara Bond-Freeman,
Bruce H. Dahlin, Patrice Farrell, David Hixson, Socorro Jimenez, Justin Lowry, Aline Magnoni,
Eugenia Mansell, Daniel E. Mazeau, Travis Stanton, Ryan V. Sweetwood, Richard E. Terry
From the author of Guns, Germs and Steel, Jared Diamond's Collapse: How Societies Choose
to Fail or Survive is a visionary study of the mysterious downfall of past civilizations. Now in a
revised edition with a new afterword, Jared Diamond's Collapse uncovers the secret behind
why some societies flourish, while others founder - and what this means for our future. What
happened to the people who made the forlorn long-abandoned statues of Easter Island? What
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happened to the architects of the crumbling Maya pyramids? Will we go the same way, our
skyscrapers one day standing derelict and overgrown like the temples at Angkor Wat? Bringing
together new evidence from a startling range of sources and piecing together the myriad
influences, from climate to culture, that make societies self-destruct, Jared Diamond's Collapse
also shows how - unlike our ancestors - we can benefit from our knowledge of the past and
learn to be survivors. 'A grand sweep from a master storyteller of the human race' - Daily Mail
'Riveting, superb, terrifying' - Observer 'Gripping ... the book fulfils its huge ambition, and
Diamond is the only man who could have written it' - Economis 'This book shines like all
Diamond's work' - Sunday Times
From the NEW HORIZONS series of pocket-sized information books, a look at the ancient
Mayan cities, their civilisation and the lives of their inhabitants. With foldouts and double-page
spreads.

Discover the ancient Maya civilization and one of their most popular toured ancient
ruined cities of Tulum, Mexico in this detailed guidebook. Th e Ancient Maya and Th eir
City of Tulum: Uncovering the Mysteries of An Ancient Civilization and Th eir City of
Grandeur, is an easy to read comprehensive guide to unlocking the secrets and
mysteries of the ancient Maya civilization. It answers the questions that so many people
ask about one of the most interesting and amazing civilizations that existed in this world
and explores in depth the biggest Maya mystery of all; Th e Maya Doomsday
December 21, 2012 Prophesy. It embarks upon the secrets and mysteries surrounding
their calendars, their beliefs, the way in which they lived, what happened to them, and
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their ancient cities in this complete comprehendible guide with photographs and
illustrations.
Copan in modern Honduras was one of the great cities of the Classic Maya. Explorers
found ruined temples, plazas, and more hieroglyphic inscriptions and sculpted
monuments than in any other site in the New World. But the stones were silent, the
script undeciphered.
Do you use a calendar? Have you ever played basketball? These things were important
to the ancient Mayans too. About four thousand years ago, they invented tools and
treasures that still shape our lives. Find out where and how the ancient Mayans lived,
and learn about their mysterious disappearance. Discover how they changed the world!
"Brings together for the first time all the major sites of this part of the Maya world and
helps us understand how the ancient Maya planned and built their beautiful cities. It will
become both a handbook and a source of ideas for other archaeologists for years to
come."--George J. Bey III, coeditor of Pottery Economics in Mesoamerica "Skillfully
integrates the social histories of urban development."--Vernon L. Scarborough, author
of The Flow of Power: Ancient Water Systems and Landscapes "Any scholar interested
in urban planning and the built environment will find this book engaging and
useful."--Lisa J. Lucero, author of Water and Ritual For more than a century
researchers have studied Maya ruins, and sites like Tikal, Palenque, Copán, and
Chichén Itzá have shaped our understanding of the Maya. Yet cities of the eastern
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lowlands of Belize, an area that was home to a rich urban tradition that persisted and
evolved for almost 2,000 years, are treated as peripheral to these great Classic period
sites. The hot and humid climate and dense forests are inhospitable and make
preservation of the ruins difficult, but this oft-ignored area reveals much about Maya
urbanism and culture. Using data collected from different sites throughout the lowlands,
including the Vaca Plateau and the Belize River Valley, Brett Houk presents the first
synthesis of these unique ruins and discusses methods for mapping and excavating
them. Considering the sites through the analytical lenses of the built environment and
ancient urban planning, Houk vividly reconstructs their political history, considers how
they fit into the larger political landscape of the Classic Maya, and examines what they
tell us about Maya city building. A volume in the series Ancient Cities of the New World,
edited by Marilyn A. Masson, Michael E. Smith, and John W. Janusek
*Includes pictures*Describes the history and archaeology at each site*Includes a
bibliography for further readingMany ancient civilizations have influenced and inspired
people in the 21st century, like the Greeks and the Romans, but of all the world''s
civilizations, none have intrigued people more than the Mayans, whose culture,
astronomy, language, and mysterious disappearance all continue to captivate people.
At the heart of the fascination is the most visited and the most spectacular of Late
Classic Maya cities: Chichn Itz.Chichn Itz was inhabited for hundreds of years and
was a very influential center in the later years of Maya civilization. At its height, Chichn
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Itz may have had over 30,000 inhabitants, and with a spectacular pyramid, enormous
ball court, observatory and several temples, the builders of this city exceeded even
those at Uxmal in developing the use of columns and exterior relief decoration. Of
particular interest at Chichn Itz is the sacred cenote, a sinkhole was a focus for Maya
rituals around water. Because adequate supplies of water, which rarely collected on the
surface of the limestone based Yucatan, were essential for adequate agricultural
production, the Maya here considered it of primary importance. Underwater
archaeology carried out in the cenote at Chichn Itz revealed that offerings to the
Maya rain deity Chaac (which may have included people) were tossed into the sinkhole.
Early Mayapn was closely connected to the overshadowing power of the region at the
time: the mighty trading city of Chichn Itz. Mayapn emerged first as a minor
settlement in the orbit of Chichn, but it slowly came to replace it after the larger city''s
trade connections with the Toltecs of Tula crumbled and it suffered a staggering defeat
by Mayapn''s armies. The building styles and art in their city show both admiring
references to the great Chichn Itz as well as an attempt to position Mayapn as a
more orthodox heir of Maya tradition. At the same time, they emulated many features
and could not escape the tremendous influences - especially in religion - of Chichn.
This is seen in the fact that many of the most important buildings in the new city appear
to be small-scale reproductions of ones in Chichn.The Maya maintained power in the
Yucatan for over a thousand years, and at the height of its "Classical era" (3rd-9th
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centuries CE), the city of Tikal was one of the power centers of the empire.
Archaeologists believe Tikal had been built as early as the 5th or 4th century BC, and
eventually it became a political, economic and military capital that was an important part
of a far-flung network across Mesoamerica, despite the fact it was seemingly
conquered by Teotihuacan in the 4th century CE. It seems the foreign rulers came to
assimilate Mayan culture, thus ensuring Tikal would continue to be a power base, and
as a result, the city would not be abandoned until about the 10th century CE.During the
Maya''s Classical era, the city of Uxmal was one of its most noteworthy places. While it
was not as powerful as cities like Tikal, Uxmal was apparently at the forefront of Mayan
culture, particularly when it came to architecture. However, while Uxmal used high
ground to display its prominence, and the ruins are still among the most popular places
for tourists in the region, the site is still shrouded in mystery. Even as scholars continue
to work on the site to further interpret it, it''s still unclear when exactly Uxmal was
founded, how many people called it home, and when it was abandoned, despite the
existence of Mayan chronicles and oral legends. What is apparent, however, is the
skills of Uxmal''s artisans, whether through constructing structures like the five-level
Pyramid of Magicians and the expansive Governor''s Palace or adorning the structures
with precisely detailed art and sculptures. In fact, the craftsmanship can be credited
with helping to preserve Uxmal itself.
Ancient Maya comes to life in this new holistic and theoretical study.
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As archaeologists peel away the jungle covering that has both obscured and preserved
the ancient Maya cities of Mexico and Central America, other scholars have only a
limited time to study and understand the sites before the jungle, weather, and human
encroachment efface them again, perhaps forever. This urgency underlies Yaxchilan:
The Design of a Maya Ceremonial City, Carolyn Tate's comprehensive catalog and
analysis of all the city's extant buildings and sculptures. During a year of field work,
Tate fully documented the appearance of the site as of 1987. For each sculpture and
building, she records its discovery, present location, condition, measurements, and
astronomical orientation and reconstructs its Long Counts and Julian dates from
Calendar Rounds. Line drawings and photographs provide a visual document of the art
and architecture of Yaxchilan. More than mere documentation, however, the book
explores the phenomenon of art within Maya society. Tate establishes a general
framework of cultural practices, spiritual beliefs, and knowledge likely to have been
shared by eighth-century Maya people. The process of making public art is considered
in relation to other modes of aesthetic expression, such as oral tradition and ritual. This
kind of analysis is new in Maya studies and offers fresh insight into the function of these
magnificent cities and the powerful role public art and architecture play in establishing
cultural norms, in education in a semiliterate society, and in developing the personal
and community identities of individuals. Several chapters cover the specifics of art and
iconography at Yaxchilan as a basis for examining the creation of the city in the Late
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Classic period. Individual sculptures are attributed to the hands of single artists and
workshops, thus aiding in dating several of the monuments. The significance of
headdresses, backracks, and other costume elements seen on monuments is tied to
specific rituals and fashions, and influence from other sites is traced. These analyses
lead to a history of the design of the city under the reigns of Shield Jaguar (A.D.
681-741) and Bird Jaguar IV (A.D. 752-772). In Tate's view, Yaxchilan and other Maya
cities were designed as both a theater for ritual activities and a nexus of public art and
social structures that were crucial in defining the self within Maya society.
Hutson examines the Mesoamerican lowland cities of the empire and asks, "Why did
people choose to live in cities?" Offering a synthesis of previous research on Maya
cities, Hutson describes the composition and attractions of these cities by examining
the function of boundaries, agency, and the actors involved.
One of Apple's Most Anticipated Books of Winter 2021 A quest to explore some of the most
spectacular ancient cities in human history—and figure out why people abandoned them. In
Four Lost Cities, acclaimed science journalist Annalee Newitz takes readers on an entertaining
and mind-bending adventure into the deep history of urban life. Investigating across the
centuries and around the world, Newitz explores the rise and fall of four ancient cities, each the
center of a sophisticated civilization: the Neolithic site of Çatalhöyük in Central Turkey, the
Roman vacation town of Pompeii on Italy’s southern coast, the medieval megacity of Angkor
in Cambodia, and the indigenous metropolis Cahokia, which stood beside the Mississippi River
where East St. Louis is today. Newitz travels to all four sites and investigates the cutting-edge
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research in archaeology, revealing the mix of environmental changes and political turmoil that
doomed these ancient settlements. Tracing the early development of urban planning, Newitz
also introduces us to the often anonymous workers—slaves, women, immigrants, and manual
laborers—who built these cities and created monuments that lasted millennia. Four Lost Cities
is a journey into the forgotten past, but, foreseeing a future in which the majority of people on
Earth will be living in cities, it may also reveal something of our own fate.
Hailed by The Guardian and other publications as "a real-life Indiana Jones," Slovenian
archaeologist Ivan Sprajc has been mapping out previously unknown Mayan sites in Mexico's
Yucatán Peninsula since 1996. Most recently, he was credited with the discovery of the
Chactún and Lagunita sites in 2013 and 2014, respectively, helping to fill in what was
previously one of the largest voids in modern knowledge of the ancient Maya landscape: the
2,800-square-mile Calakmul Biosphere Reserve in central Yucatán. Previously published in
Sprajc's native Slovenian and in German, this thrilling account of machete-wielding jungle
expeditions has garnered enthusiastic reviews for its depictions of the efforts, dangers,
successes, and disappointments experienced as the explorer-scientist searches out and
documents ancient ruins that have been lost to the jungle for centuries. A skilled communicator
as well as an experienced scholar, Sprajc conveys in eminently accessible prose a wealth of
information on various aspects of the Maya culture, which he has studied closely for decades.
The result is a deeply personal presentation of archaeological research on one of the most
enigmatic civilizations of the ancient world. Generously illustrated, this book follows the
chronology of Sprajc's discoveries, focusing on what he considers the most interesting
episodes. Those who specialize in Mesoamerican prehistory and archaeology will certainly
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relish Sprajc's reports concerning his many field surveys and the discoveries that resulted.
General readers, too, will enjoy his accounts of previously undocumented sites, ancient urban
centers overtaken by the jungle, massive sculpted monuments, and mysterious hieroglyphic
inscriptions.
Since the 1930s, archaeologists have uncovered startling evidence of interaction between the
Early Classic Maya and the great empire of Teotihuacan in Central Mexico. Yet the exact
nature of the relationship between these two ancient Mesoamerican civilizations remains to be
fully deciphered. Many scholars have assumed that Teotihuacan colonized the Maya region
and dominated the political or economic systems of certain key centers—perhaps even giving
rise to state-level political organizations. Others argue that Early Classic rulers merely traded
with Teotihuacan and skillfully manipulated its imported exotic goods and symbol sets to
increase their prestige. Moving beyond these traditional assumptions, the contributors to this
volume present extensive new evidence from archaeology, iconography, and epigraphy to offer
a more nuanced understanding of the interaction between the Early Classic Maya and
Teotihuacan. Investigating a range of Maya sites, including Kaminaljuyu, Copán, Tikal, Altun
Ha, and Oxkintok, they demonstrate that the influence of Teotihuacan on the Maya varied in
nature and duration from site to site, requiring a range of models to explain the patterns of
interaction. Moreover, they show that the interaction was bidirectional and discuss how the
Maya in turn influenced Teotihuacan.
The stunning imagery created at Piedras Negras was produced for cultural and ceremonial
purposes, but Maya expert Clancy argues that its enduring artistic value cannot be ignored.
NAMED A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK OF 2017#1 New York Times and #1 Wall
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Street Journal bestseller! A five-hundred-year-old legend. An ancient curse. A stunning
medical mystery. And a pioneering journey into the unknown heart of the world's densest
jungle. Since the days of conquistador Hernán Cortés, rumors have circulated about a lost city
of immense wealth hidden somewhere in the Honduran interior, called the White City or the
Lost City of the Monkey God. Indigenous tribes speak of ancestors who fled there to escape
the Spanish invaders, and they warn that anyone who enters this sacred city will fall ill and die.
In 1940, swashbuckling journalist Theodore Morde returned from the rainforest with hundreds
of artifacts and an electrifying story of having found the Lost City of the Monkey God-but then
committed suicide without revealing its location. Three quarters of a century later, bestselling
author Doug Preston joined a team of scientists on a groundbreaking new quest. In 2012 he
climbed aboard a rickety, single-engine plane carrying the machine that would change
everything: lidar, a highly advanced, classified technology that could map the terrain under the
densest rainforest canopy. In an unexplored valley ringed by steep mountains, that flight
revealed the unmistakable image of a sprawling metropolis, tantalizing evidence of not just an
undiscovered city but an enigmatic, lost civilization. Venturing into this raw, treacherous, but
breathtakingly beautiful wilderness to confirm the discovery, Preston and the team battled
torrential rains, quickmud, disease-carrying insects, jaguars, and deadly snakes. But it wasn't
until they returned that tragedy struck: Preston and others found they had contracted in the
ruins a horrifying, sometimes lethal-and incurable-disease. Suspenseful and shocking, filled
with colorful history, hair-raising adventure, and dramatic twists of fortune, THE LOST CITY OF
THE MONKEY GOD is the absolutely true, eyewitness account of one of the great discoveries
of the twenty-first century.
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The primary question addressed in this book focuses on how the ancient Maya in the northern
Petén Basin sustained large populations during the Late Classic period.
Portrays the civilization of the Mayas, their languages, environment and way of life.
The Mayans are remembered today for their beautiful pyramid temples. But this ancient
civilization had many other innovations! This fact-filled title explores the underground
reservoirs, rubber creations, and astronomy studies of ancient Maya. Engaging text and vivid
images combine with special features such as profiles of gods and leaders, a cause and effect
graphic, a time and place matrix, and a timeline to take readers on a journey to the past!
The legacy of past civilizations is still with us today. In Ancient Maya, readers discover the
history and impressive accomplishments of the Maya people, including their advanced
mathematics and massive stone cities. Engaging text provides details on the civilization's
history, development, daily life, culture, art, technology, warfare, social organization, and more.
Well-chosen maps and images of artifacts bring the past to life. Aligned to Common Core
Standards and correlated to state standards. Essential Library is an imprint of Abdo Publishing,
a division of ABDO.
Hailed by The Guardian and other publications as “a real-life Indiana Jones,” Slovenian
archaeologist Ivan Šprajc has been mapping out previously unknown Mayan sites in Mexico’s
Yucatán Peninsula since 1996. Most recently, he was credited with the discovery of the
Chactún and Lagunita sites in 2013 and 2014, respectively, helping to fill in what was
previously one of the largest voids in modern knowledge of the ancient Maya landscape: the
2,800-square-mile Calakmul Biosphere Reserve in central Yucatán. Previously published in
Šprajc’s native Slovenian and in German, this thrilling account of machete-wielding jungle
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expeditions has garnered enthusiastic reviews for its depictions of the efforts, dangers,
successes, and disappointments experienced as the explorer-scientist searches out and
documents ancient ruins that have been lost to the jungle for centuries. A skilled communicator
as well as an experienced scholar, Šprajc conveys in eminently accessible prose a wealth of
information on various aspects of the Maya culture, which he has studied closely for decades.
The result is a deeply personal presentation of archaeological research on one of the most
enigmatic civilizations of the ancient world. Generously illustrated, this book follows the
chronology of Šprajc’s discoveries, focusing on what he considers the most interesting
episodes. Those who specialize in Mesoamerican prehistory and archaeology will certainly
relish Šprajc’s reports concerning his many field surveys and the discoveries that resulted.
General readers, too, will enjoy his accounts of previously undocumented sites, ancient urban
centers overtaken by the jungle, massive sculpted monuments, and mysterious hieroglyphic
inscriptions.
Thanks to powerful innovations in archaeology and other types of historical research, we now
have a picture of everyday life in the Mayan empire that turns the long-accepted conventional
wisdom on its head. * Includes numerous illustrations and drawings plus depictions of
important artifacts such as the murals of Bonampak and the hieroglyphic stairway of Copan *
Provides detailed maps of major Maya cities as well as other research sites
Deep within the forest in northern Guatemala lie the ruins of Río Azul, a Maya city that reached
one-third the size of Tikal. Discovered and partially explored in the early 1960s, Río Azul and
the surrounding region were more fully investigated between 1983 and 1987 by an
archaeological team led by Richard E. W. Adams. In this summary, Adams integrates the
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findings of field archaeologists with those of the epigraphers and art historians to recreate the
life of this Maya city from the little-known Early Classic period. Remains in the Río Azul area
date from 900 B.C. to A.D. 850. The data indicate that, unlike most Maya cities that have been
studied, Río Azul was a frontier town, an administrative center, with alternating defense and
trade outpost functions. About A.D. 385, the Río Azul region was conquered and the city
founded by Tikal, serving as a Teotihuacan-linked garrison for that capital. Nearly all of the
more than seven hundred structures found within Río Azul were erected between A.D. 390 and
530. Acres of pavement were laid down around some thirty complexes of residences, temples,
and tombs notable for the brightly painted red hieroglyphs and murals on their walls. The
elaborate complexes and sumptuous artifacts suggest a city with a heavy proportion of
aristocratic families and retainers. Around A.D. 530, Río Azul appears to have been suddenly
destroyed. The city was abandoned, then reoccupied--only to stagnate and finally collapse, like
many other Classic Maya cities, in the late ninth century.
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