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The large stone temple structures on Malta are amongst
the earliest such constructions in the world, long before
the pyramids were built in Egypt. This super book forms
a pictorial record of all the temples on Malta, whilst also
providing background information on the social and
cultural history of the period. Built between c.3500 and
2500 BC, the temples reflect, and were part of, a period
of great development on Malta and Gozo, especially in
artistic and architectural terms. This is a clear, well
illustrated account of the temple-building period, as well
as of what went before and what came after.
Summarising current debates and offering new
approaches for this expanding field of study, Thinking
Through Tourism will appeal to students across a range
of disciplines.
Of the many fascinating problems posed by the
prehistory of Malta, three are outstanding, namely: the
origins of the temples, their end, and the cart-ruts.
Sensible guesses can be made regarding the first two;
the third still baffles. Indeed, cart-ruts have aroused
considerable interest and controversy since at least the
seventeenth century, from such as Abela (1647), Houel
(1787), Boisgelin (1805), and with increasing frequency
through the course of the twentieth century. Definitive
solutions seem as far off as ever. In this book, the author
discusses the theories on how these sites came to be
and also describes some of the major sites in Malta
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where cart-ruts are found.
We live in a world surrounded by remarkable cultural
achievements of human kind. Almost every day we hear
of new innovations in technology, in medicine and in the
arts which remind us that humans are capable of
remarkable creativity. But what is human creativity? The
modern world provides a tiny fraction of cultural diversity
and the evidence for human creativity, far more can be
seen by looking back into prehistory. The book examines
how our understanding of human creativity can be
extended by exploring this phenomenon during human
evolution and prehistory. The book offers unique
perspectives on the nature of human creativity from
archaeologists who are concerned with long term
patterns of cultural change and have access to quite
different types of human behaviour than that which exists
today. It asks whether humans are the only creative
species, or whether our extinct relatives such as Homo
habilis and the Neanderthals also displayed creative
thinking. It explores what we can learn about the nature
of human creativity from cultural developments during
prehistory, such as changes in the manner in which the
dead were buried, monuments constructed, and the
natural world exploited. In doing so, new light is thrown
on these cultural developments and the behaviour of our
prehistoric ancestors. By examining the nature of
creativity during human evolution and prehistory these
archaeologists, supported by contributions from
psychology, computer science and social anthropology,
show that human creativity is a far more diverse and
complex phenomena than simply flashes of genius by
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isolated individuals. Indeed they show that unless
perspectives from prehistory are taken into account, our
understanding of human creativity will be limited and
incomplete.
Figurines dating from prehistory have been found across
the world but have never before been considered
globally. The Oxford Handbook of Prehistoric Figurines is
the first book to offer a comparative survey of this kind,
bringing together approaches from across the landscape
of contemporary research into a definitive resource in the
field. The volume is comprehensive, authoritative, and
accessible, with dedicated and fully illustrated chapters
covering figurines from the Americas, Europe, Africa,
Asia, and Australasia and the Pacific laid out by
geographical location and written by the foremost
scholars in figurine studies; wherever prehistoric
figurines are found they have been expertly described
and examined in relation to their subject matter, form,
function, context, chronology, meaning, and
interpretation. Specific themes that are discussed by
contributors include, for example, theories of figurine
interpretation, meaning in processes and contexts of
figurine production, use, destruction and disposal, and
the cognitive and social implications of representation.
Chronologically, the coverage ranges from the Middle
Palaeolithic through to areas and periods where an
absence of historical sources renders figurines
"prehistoric" even though they might have been
produced in the mid-2nd millennium AD, as in parts of
sub-Saharan Africa. The result is a synthesis of
invaluable insights into past thinking on the human body,
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gender, identity, and how the figurines might have been
used, either practically, ritually, or even playfully.
Amphibian species around the world are unusually
vulnerable to a variety of threats, by no means all of
which are properly understood. Volume 11 in this major
series is published in parts devoted to the causes of
amphibian decline and to conservation measures in
regions of the world. This volume, Part 4 in the series, is
concerned with Southern Europe (Italy, Malta, Croatia,
Slovenia, Serbia, Montenegro, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Macedonia, Albania, Greece, Romania, Hungary,
Bulgaria, Turkey, and Cyprus). Each chapter has been
written by experts from each country, describing the
ecological background and the conservation status of
affected species, with an emphasis on native species. As
well as infectious diseases and parasites, threats take
the form of introduced and invasive species, pollution,
destruction and alteration of habitat, and climatic change.
These are discussed as they affect each species. All
these countries have monitoring schemes and
conservation programs, whose origins and activities are
described. Recommendations for action are also made.
Edited by leading scholars in the field, Volume 11, when
complete, will provide a definitive survey of the
amphibian predicament and a stimulus to further
research with the objective of arresting the global decline
of an entire class of animal.
Craft production and its significance for understanding
social relations are one of the essential topics in
prehistoric archaeology. Standardization of raw
materials, products, and manufacturing procedures, and
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the presence or absence of specialized artisans still
challenge scholars engaged in the studies of technology,
social archaeology, exchange and distribution networks
and economy in the past. In this volume, seven case
studies covering a chronological span from the Neolithic
to La Tène Europe explore the notions of standardization
and specialization, the nature of their interrelationship,
the methods for assessing their presence in the
archaeological record, and their significance for the
reconstruction of social relations and emergence of
social complexity, while two ethnoarchaeological studies
focus on the organization of production and methods of
estimation of a number of artisans. This volume brings
together research from prominent scholars, based on
different theoretical perspectives, thus giving new insight
into the fundamental issues related to artisans and their
crafts.
The ERC-funded FRAGSUS Project (Fragility and
sustainability in small island environments: adaptation,
cultural change and collapse in prehistory, 2013-18), led
by Caroline Malone (Queens University Belfast) has
explored issues of environmental fragility and Neolithic
social resilience and sustainability during the Holocene
period in the Maltese Islands. This, the first volume of
three, presents the palaeo-environmental story of early
Maltese landscapes. The project employed a program of
high-resolution chronological and stratigraphic
investigations of the valley systems on Malta and Gozo.
Buried deposits extracted through coring and
geoarchaeological study yielded rich and chronologically
controlled data that allow an important new
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understanding of environmental change in the islands.
The study combined AMS radiocarbon and OSL
chronologies with detailed palynological, molluscan and
geoarchaeological analyses. These enable
environmental reconstruction of prehistoric landscapes
and the changing resources exploited by the islanders
between the seventh and second millennia bc. The
interdisciplinary studies combined with excavated
economic and environmental materials from
archaeological sites allows Temple landscapes to
examine the dramatic and damaging impacts made by
the first farming communities on the islands' soil and
resources. The project reveals the remarkable resilience
of the soil-vegetational system of the island landscapes,
as well as the adaptations made by Neolithic
communities to harness their productivity, in the face of
climatic change and inexorable soil erosion. Neolithic
people evidently understood how to maintain soil fertility
and cope with the inherently unstable changing
landscapes of Malta. In contrast, second millennium bc
Bronze Age societies failed to adapt effectively to the
long-term aridifying trend so clearly highlighted in the soil
and vegetation record. This failure led to severe and
irreversible erosion and very different and short-lived
socio-economic systems across the Maltese islands.
Sponsored by the Port Authority of Rotterdam
Malta, Prehistory and Temples
Contemporary western Paganism is now a global
religious phenomenon with Pagans in many parts of the
world sharing much in common - from a nature-revering
worldview and lifestyle to a host of chants, invocations,
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ritual tools and magical practices. But there are also
locally-specific differences. Local religious contexts,
landscapes, histories, traditions, politics, values and
norms all impact on local Paganisms. This is nowhere
more evident than in a strongly Catholic society, where
religion and culture are deeply entwined. Taking the
Mediterranean society of Malta as a case study, this
book invites readers inside the world of a small, hidden
sub-culture. Showing what it is like being Pagan in a
society where the vast majority of the population is
Roman Catholic, and Catholicism permeates every
sphere of public and domestic, social and political life,
Rountree reveals that Paganism here is a unique brew of
indigenous and global influences. Pagans employ both
creativity and borrowing in constructing identities within a
cultural context characterized by antagonism as well as
continuity. This book explores the intersections of
religious and cultural identity, the global and local,
Paganism and Christianity, with insights grounded in rich
ethnographic detail based on long-term fieldwork.
Rountree makes invaluable comparisons with other
studies of modern Pagans and their various worlds.
This open access volume provides for the first time a
comprehensive description and scientific evaluation of
underwater archaeological finds referring to human
occupation of the continental shelf around the coastlines
of Europe and the Mediterranean when sea levels were
lower than present. These are the largest body of
underwater finds worldwide, amounting to over 2500 find
spots, ranging from individual stone tools to underwater
villages with unique conditions of preservation. The
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material reviewed here ranges in date from the Lower
Palaeolithic period to the Bronze Age and covers 20
countries bordering all the major marine basins from the
Atlantic coasts of Ireland and Norway to the Black Sea,
and from the western Baltic to the eastern
Mediterranean. The finds from each country are
presented in their archaeological context, with
information on the history of discovery, conditions of
preservation and visibility, their relationship to regional
changes in sea-level and coastal geomorphology, and
the institutional arrangements for their investigation and
protection. Editorial introductions summarise the findings
from each of the major marine basins. There is also a
final section with extensive discussion of the historical
background and the legal and regulatory frameworks that
inform the management of the underwater cultural
heritage and collaboration between offshore industries,
archaeologists and government agencies. The volume is
based on the work of COST Action TD0902
SPLASHCOS, a multi-disciplinary and multi-national
research network supported by the EU-funded COST
organisation (European Cooperation in Science and
Technology). The primary readership is research and
professional archaeologists, marine and Quaternary
scientists, cultural-heritage managers, commercial and
governmental organisations, policy makers, and all those
with an interest in the sea floor of the continental shelf
and the human impact of changes in climate, sea-level
and coastal geomorphology.
Packed with historical and archaeological facts from the
Stone Age to the Romans, the Knights Hospitaller to
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World War II, it also showcases the islands' wildlife (and
bird-watching opportunities), summer festas, and the
less commercialised islands of Gozo and Comino.
The idea of carrying out research on the Maltese
archipelago during the Roman and Byzantine periods
stems from the author's participation in the activities of
the Missione Archeologica Italiana, which had resumed
in Malta in 1995 in order to complete research conducted
on the sites of Tas-Silg and San Pawl Milqi. These
archaeological sites are today considered amongst the
most important on the archipelago. Their stratigraphy
spans an extensive timeframe - from prehistory to the
modern era - making them important points of reference
and comparison, not least in the classification and study
of ceramic remains. Contents: Introduction; Chapter I:
The Historical Picture: from the Roman Conquest to the
Islamic Occupation; Chapter II: The Archaeology of the
Roman and Byzantine Periods: Current Studies and
Prospective Venues of Research; Chapter III: Land and
Environment; Chapter IV: Settlement and Population:
Inhabited Centres, Sanctuaries, Villas and Landed
Properties; Chapter V: Economic Activity and Patronage:
the Main Players; Chapter VI: The Exploitation of Local
Resources; ChapterVII: Did the Islands Produce
Foodstuffs and Amphorae?; Chapter VIII: An Analysis of
Two Maltese Sites: the Tas-Silg Sanctuary and the Villa
at San Pawl Milqi; Chapter IX: Importation of Goods:
Evidence from the Amphorae; General Conclusions.

This third edition of Historical Dictionary of Malta
contains a chronology, an introduction, and an
extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has
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over 300 cross-referenced entries on important
personalities, politics, economy, foreign relations,
religion, and culture.
For centuries islands of the Mediterranean served as
a cultural crossroads, with the Phoenicians,
Romans, and Arabs variously settling and colonizing
the area. Cyprus, Greece, and Malta in particular
were subject to the influence of foreign powers, and
remained so for much of their histories. Today, each
has gained its independence and gone on to
become an active member of the European Union.
This lively volume examines the historical events
that shaped these EU countries, as well as the
cultural traditions of the diverse societies that call
them home.
The book is divided into two parts. In the first, the
reader is taken on an ideal ‘world tour’ of many
wonderful and enigmatic places in almost every
continent, in search of traces of astronomical
knowledge and lore of the sky. In the second part,
Giulio Magli uses the elements presented in the tour
to show that the fundamental idea which led to the
construction of the astronomically-related giant
monuments was the foundation of power, a
foundation which was exploited by ‘replicating’ the
sky. A possible interpretive model then emerges that
is founded on the relationship the ancients had with
“nature”, in the sense of everything that surrounded
them, the cosmos. The numerous monumental
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astronomically aligned structures of the past then
become interpretable as acts of will, expressions of
power on the part of those who held it; the will to
replicate the heavenly plane here on earth and to
build sacred landscapes. Finally, having formulated
his hypothesis, Professor Magli returns to visit one
specific place in detail, searching for proof. This indepth examination studies the most compelling, the
most intensively studied, the most famous and, until
recently, the most misunderstood sacred landscape
on the planet - Giza, in Egypt. The
archaeoastronomical analysis of the orientation of
the Giza pyramids leads to the hypothesis that the
pyramids of Cheops and Chephren belong to the
same construction project.
This massive 2 volume set contains 200 papers from
the Congress, held in Grenoble, 6-12 Sept 2004.
These papers cover the whole field of the present
egyptological researches, from the Origins to the
Graeco-roman period.
The origins of religion and ritual in humans have
been the focus of centuries of thought in
archaeology, anthropology, theology, evolutionary
psychology and more. Play and ritual have many
aspects in common, and ritual is a key component of
the early cult practices that underlie the religious
systems of the first complex societies in all parts of
the world. This book examines the formative cults
and the roots of religious practice from the earliest
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times until the development of early religion in the
Near East, in China, in Peru, in Mesoamerica and
beyond. Here, leading prehistorians and other
specialists bring a fresh approach to the early
practices that underlie the faiths and religions of the
world. They demonstrate the profound role of play
ritual and belief systems and offer powerful new
insights into the emergence of early civilization.
Identity is relational and a construct, and is
expressed in a myriad of ways. For example,
material culture and its pluralist meanings have been
readily manipulated by humans in a prehistoric
context in order to construct personal and group
identities. Artefacts were often from or reminiscent of
far-flung places and were used to demonstrate
membership of an (imagined) regional, or European
community. Earthworks frequently archive maximum
visual impact through elaborate ramparts and
entrances with the minimum amount of effort,
indicating that the construction of identities were as
much in the eye of the perceivor, as of the
perceived. Variations in domestic architectural style
also demonstrate the malleability of identity, and the
prolonged, intermittent use of particular places for
specific functions indicates that the identity of place
is just as important in our archaeological
understanding as the identity of people. By using a
wide range of case studies, both temporally and
spatially, these thought processes may be explored
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further and diachronic and geographic patterns in
expressions of identity investigated.
This volume examines the applicability of landscape
urbanism theory in contemporary landscape
architecture practice by bringing together ecology
and architecture in the built environment. Using
participatory planning of green infrastructure and
application of nature-based solutions to address
urban challenges, landscape urbanism seeks to
reintroduce critical connections between natural and
urban systems. In light of ongoing developments in
landscape architecture, the goal is a paradigm shift
towards a landscape that restores and rehabilitates
urban ecosystems. Nine contributions examine a
wide range of successful cases of designing livable
and resilient cities in different geographical contexts,
from the United States of America to Australia and
Japan, and through several European cities in Italy,
Portugal, Estonia, and Greece. While some chapters
attempt to conceptualize the interconnections
between cities and nature, others clearly have an
empirical focus. Efforts such as the use of
ornamental helophyte plants in bioretention ponds to
reduce and treat stormwater runoff, the recovery of a
poorly constructed urban waterway or participatory
approaches for optimizing the location of green
stormwater infrastructure and examining the
environmental justice issue of equative availability
and accessibility to public open spaces make these
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innovations explicit. Thus, this volume contributes to
the sustainable cities goal of the United Nations.
Eleven papers extend discussion of the role and
importance of the landscape and the wider environment
to past societies, and to the understanding and
interpretation of their material remains, into consideration
of the significance of the celestial environment: the
skyscape. The role of the sky for past societies has been
relegated to the fringes of archaeological discourse.
Nevertheless archaeoastronomy has developed a new
rigour in the last few decades and the evidence suggests
that it can provide insights into the beliefs, practices and
cosmologies of past societies. Skyscapes explores the
current role of archaeoastronomical knowledge in
archaeological discourse and how to integrate the two. It
shows how it is not only possible but even desirable to
look at the skyscape to shed further light on human
societies. This is achieved by first exploring the historical
relationship between archaeoastronomy and academia
in general, and with archaeology in particular. The
volume continues by presenting case-studies that either
demonstrate how archaeoastronomical methodologies
can add to our current understanding of past societies,
their structures and beliefs, or how integrated
approaches can raise new questions and even
revolutionise current views of the past.
Limestone is a highly successful and widely used
building material, found in many important historic
buildings and new monuments around the world. Whilst
its success reflects its durability under a wide range of
environmental conditions, there are still important
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questions surrounding the selection, use and
conservation of build-ing limestones. In order to make
best use of new limestone today, and to conserve old
limestone most effectively, we need to bring modern
research methods to bear on understanding the
characteris-tics of different limestones, what mortars to
use, and how key lime-stones have responded to
polluted atmospheres. This volume brings together
recent inter-disciplinary research on these issues,
illustrating the diversity of innovative techniques that are
now be-ing applied to furthering our understanding of
building limestones.
Neil McDonald has been fascinated by the exceptional
history of Malta and Gozo for some years and leads tour
groups around the islands' unique prehistoric and historic
sites. The history section takes the reader on a journey
from the formation of the islands' along the their timeline
including the ancient temples, the Medieval Period, the
Knights of St John the British and into the islands'
independence. The second part of the book is a
gazetteer and guide to over 30 of the ancient and
prehistorical sites that are to be found throughout these
beautiful Mediterranean islands, where the sun shines all
year round.
Since its publication in 1996, The Oxford Companion to
Archaeology has firmly established itself as the standard
reference work in the field of archaeology, selling nearly
15,000 copies to date and remaining a favorite among
students, scholars, and anyone interested in
archaeology. In 700 entries, the second edition provides
thorough coverage to historical archaeology, the
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development of archaeology as a field of study, and the
ways the discipline works to explain the past. In addition
to these theoretical entries, other entries describe the
major excavations, discoveries, and innovations, from
the discovery of the cave paintings at Lascaux to the
deciphering of Egyptian hieroglyphics and the use of
luminescence dating. Much has changed in the field
since 1996. Recent developments in methods and
analytical techniques (e.g., laser-based mapping and
survey systems, new applications of the scanning
electron microscope) have revolutionized the ways
excavations are performed. Cultural tourism, cultural
resource management, heritage, and conservation have
been redefined as areas within archaeology, and have
had new emphasis given them by scholars and
administrators. Major new sites have expanded our
understanding of prehistory and human developments
through time. The second edition explores each of these
advances in the field, adding approximately 200 entries
and exanding the total work to three volumes. Neil Asher
Silberman, a renowned practicing archaeologist, author,
and scholar, and a board member for the first edition, is
the editor in chief. In addition to significant expansion,
first-edition entries have been thoroughly revised and
updated to reflect the progress that has been made in
the last decade and a half
At the heart of this volume is a concern with exploring
levels of interaction between two particular objects of
study, islands on the one hand, and military orders on
the other. According to Fernand Braudel, islands are,
’often brutally’, caught ’between the two opposite poles
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of archaism and innovation.’ What happened when
these particular environments interacted with the Military
Orders? The various contributions in this volume address
this question from a variety of angles. 1291 was a
significant year for the main military orders: uprooted
from their foundations in the Holy Land, they took refuge
on Cyprus and in the following years found themselves
vulnerable to those who questioned the validity of their
continued existence. The Teutonic Order negated this by
successfully transferring their headquarters to Prussia;
the Knights Templar, however, faced suppression.
Meanwhile, the Knights Hospitaller conquest of Rhodes
assured both their survival and independence. Islands
are often, by definition, seen to be embodiments of
'insularity', of an effort to be separate, distinct, cut-off.
Military Orders are, conversely, international in scope,
nature and personnel, the 'first international orders of the
Church', as they have often been described. Therein lies
the crux of the matter: how did insular outposts and
international institutions come together to forge distinct
and often successful experiments? Hospitaller Rhodes
and Malta still impress with their magnificent architectural
heritage, but their success went beyond stone and
mortar and the story of islands and military orders, as will
be clearly shown in this volume, also goes beyond these
two small islands. The interaction between the two levels
- insulation and internationalisation - and the interstices
therein, created spaces conducive to both dynamism and
stability as military orders and islands adapted to each
other's demands, limitations and opportunities.
This book synthesizes the archaeology of the Maltese
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archipelago from the first human colonization c. 5000 BC
through the Roman period (c. 400 AD). Claudia Sagona
interprets the archaeological record to explain changing
social and political structures, intriguing ritual practices,
and cultural contact through several millennia.
This edited volume brings together a collection of works
that comprehensively address both the myriad
geomorphological landscapes of the Maltese Islands and
how their evolution has been shaped over various timescales by different sets of processes. Additionally, the
work highlights how the small geographical setting of the
Maltese Islands helped to closely connect these
landscapes with Maltese society and as a result, they
have evolved from stand-alone examples of
geomorphology to important backdrops of Maltese
cultural identity. Most of the contributing authors are
academics – both local and foreign – with a research
focus on the geomorphology of the Maltese Islands.
However, the editors have also (and purposefully)
chosen other contributors from governmental institutions
and research agencies, who complement the
geomorphological research with their proactive work in
selected case studies on Maltese landscapes.

This edited collection brings together a series of
ethnographically grounded studies on sacred and
secular pilgrimage in the age of globalisation from
around the world. Pilgrimage is explored as a
distinctive form of mobility in late modernity, which
emphasises inner transformation. Thus, the studies
in this volume show how pilgrimage unifies physical
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and metaphysical mobility into a holistic project of
self-realisation through motion.
This collection of accessible essays relates the
stories of individual goddesses from around the
world, exploring their roles in the cultures from which
they came, their histories and status today, and the
controversies surrounding them. * 63 essays cover
more than 100 goddesses and goddess-like figures
from world culture, with volumes organized by
geographic area * Many original translations of
prayers, sagas, and other sources not otherwise
readily available in English * 60 illustrations include
ethnographic photographs, depictions of ancient
artifacts, and original artwork * An extensive list of
bibliography of sources about the figure and culture
discussed accompanies each essay
The papers in this volume derive from the First
International Conference on Archaeology of the
Ancient Mediterranean (Malta, 1985). The field
remains divided between the view supporting the
existence of a universal belief in an all-pervading
and all-embracing Mother Goddess – of which the
fertility cult is just one, albeit important, aspect – and
the view questioning the very bases of that theory.
This conference showed that there seems to be a
greater disposition for further dialogue. The fertility
content in Near Eastern and Classical religions
remains indisputable. The conference proved to be
also, not accidentally, of special significance to
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Maltese archaeology. The volume is divided into four
sections: Section I. Prehistory; Section II. Prehistory,
Malta; Section III. Phoenician and Near Eastern
Religions; Section IV. The Greco-Roman World.
The aim of this book is to present a varied research
within the four sub-fields of Anthropology:
Archaeology, Ethnology, Linguistics and Biological
Anthropology, as it was conceived by Frank Boaz.
Perhaps my emphasis has been mostly in
Archaeology, since I specialize in the Archaeology of
Egypt and the Middle East. Nevertheless, I touch
other topics as well. For instance sometimes I would
connect archaeology and Egyptian art or literature
and Egyptian linguistics. The total result has been a
mixed of topics that relate in one way or another to
Anthropology, the study of human behavior.
Perhaps, if a student is looking for subjects to do
term papers, or needs bibliography to start a
research in a certain topic, this would be of help. I
don't pretend that my research is paramount, but
there are some subjects and investigations that are
unique, as any truly research should be. I hope that
the reader enjoys the vast amount of creativity
human behavior can produce.
Gods, deities, symbolism, deposition, cosmology
and intentionality are all features of the study of early
ritual and cult. Archaeology has great difficulties in
providing satisfactory interpretation or recognition of
these elusive but important parts of ancient society,
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and methodologies are often poorly equipped to
explore the evidence. This collection of papers
explores a wide range of prehistoric and early
historic archaeological contexts from Britain, Europe
and beyond, where monuments, architectural
structures, megaliths, art, caves, ritual activity and
symbolic remains offer exciting glimpses into ancient
belief systems and cult behaviour. Different
theoretical and practical approaches are
demonstrated, offering both new directions and
considered conclusions to the many problems of
studying the archaeology of cult and ritual. Central to
the volume is an exploration of early Malta and its
intriguing Temple Culture, set in a broad perspective
by the discussion and theoretical approaches
presented in different geographical and
chronological contexts.
This new, thoroughly updated fourth edition of
Bradt's Malta - written by an expert who has been
visiting for more than a decade - remains the most
comprehensive guide available and has built a
reputation for being the essential guide for getting
beneath the surface of this island nation and
discovering what lies beyond the beaches. Sun,
sand and sea there may be, but Malta boasts so
much more, and this new edition is packed with
historical and archaeological insights, from the Stone
Age to the Romans, the Knights Hospitaller to World
War II. It also showcases the islands' wildlife and
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bird-watching opportunities, summer festas, and the
less commercialised islands of Gozo and Comino.
Malta has been changing at the rate of knots, with
Valletta's year as European Capital of Culture
accelerating restoration and renovation. Copious
openings - of historic sights, key fortresses, a new
national gallery and boutique accommodation,
particularly in Valletta - are covered, while the
culinary scene continues to thrive, with notably
greater choice for vegetarians and vegans. Malta
has recently become much more socially accepting
and is now considered one of the top places for
LGBT travellers, while the offering for younger
travellers has expanded, too. The Isle of MTV
festival is going strong, Annie Mac now has a spring
festival in Malta and a host of bars and clubs has
sprung up. There is also lots on offer culturally, with
festivals, concerts, exhibitions, theatre and opera all
contributing to a full programme. Bradt's Malta
contains all the information needed for a successful
trip. Whatever your budget, it is the ideal guide for
everyone from culture aficionados to history and
archaeology buffs, foodies, war veterans, families
and couples escaping for a romantic break.
The subject of ‘Molluscs in Archaeology’ has not
been dealt with collectively for several decades. This
new volume in Oxbow’s Studying Scientific
Archaeology series addresses many aspects of
mollusks in archaeology. It will give the reader an
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overview of the whole topic; methods of analysis and
approaches to interpretation. It aims to be a broad
based text book giving readers an insight of how to
apply analysis to different present and past
landscapes and how to interpret those landscapes. It
includes Marine, Freshwater and land snails studies,
and examines topics such as diet, economy, climate,
environmental and land-use, isotopes and mollusks
as artifacts. It aims to provide archaeologists and
students with the first port of call giving them a)
methods and principles, and b) the potential
information mollusks can provide. It concentrates on
analysis and interpretation most archaeologists and
students can undertake and understand, and to
'review' the 'heavier' science in terms of potential,
application and interpretational value.
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