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This book explores the meaning of local ownership in peacebuilding and examines the ways in
which it has been, and could be, operationalized in post-conflict environments. In the context of
post-conflict peacebuilding, the idea of local ownership is based upon the premise that no
peace process is sustainable in the absence of a meaningful degree of local involvement.
Despite growing recognition of the importance of local ownership, however, relatively little
attention has been paid to specifying what precisely the concept means or how it might be
implemented. This volume contributes to the ongoing debate on the future of liberal
peacebuilding through a critical investigation of the notion of local ownership, and challenges
conventional assumptions about who the relevant locals are and what they are expected to
own. Drawing on case studies from Bosnia, Afghanistan and Haiti, the text argues that local
ownership can only be fostered through a long-term consensus-building process, which
involves all levels of the conflict-affected society. This book will be of great interest to students
of peacebuilding, peace and conflict studies, development studies, security studies and IR.
This collection brings us up-to-date on the contemporary situations in the new democracies of
East Asia, and debates on the prospect of introducing liberal democracy to this part of the
world. The chapters cover a wide range of cases, including in-depth examination of China,
Korea, Taiwan, the Philippines, Thailand, and broad comparisons of Malaysia, Singapore,
Indonesia, Vietnam, and other countries. The contributors, who are foremost experts in their
fields, examine the roles performed by civil society, social classes, and strategic groups, as
well as the intertwining of values and interests in the transition to, consolidation of, and
reversal from democracy. They also evaluate the extent to which these new democracies have
facilitated regional peace, helped extend social welfare benefits, bolstered poverty alleviation,
and upheld the rule of law and human rights. Grounding their analyses in the historical
development of these societies, and/or examining them through the comparative strategy they
also explore the desirability of liberal democracy, whether in the subjective assessment of the
Asian people or in relation to the social-political challenges faced by these Asian countries.
East Asia’s New Democracies will be of interest to students and scholars of comparative
politics, political science, political sociology, East and Southeast Asian studies.
An irony inherent in all political systems is that the principles that underlie and characterize
them can also endanger and destroy them. This collection examines the limits that need to be
imposed on democracy, liberty, and tolerance in order to ensure the survival of the societies
that cherish them. The essays in this volume consider the philosophical difficulties inherent in
the concepts of liberty and tolerance; at the same time, they ponder practical problems arising
from the tensions between the forces of democracy and the destructive elements that take
advantage of liberty to bring harm that undermines democracy. Written in the wake of the
assasination of Yitzhak Rabin, this volume is thus dedicated to the question of boundaries:
how should democracies cope with antidemocratic forces that challenge its system? How
should we respond to threats that undermine democracy and at the same time retain our
values and maintain our commitment to democracy and to its underlying values? All the essays
here share a belief in the urgency of the need to tackle and find adequate answers to
radicalism and political extremism. They cover such topics as the dilemmas embodied in the
notion of tolerance, including the cost and regulation of free speech; incitement as distinct from
advocacy; the challenge of religious extremism to liberal democracy; the problematics of hate
speech; free communication, freedom of the media, and especially the relationships between
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media and terrorism. The contributors to this volume are David E. Boeyink, Harvey Chisick,
Irwin Cotler, David Feldman, Owen Fiss, David Goldberg, J. Michael Jaffe, Edmund B.
Lambeth, Sam Lehman-Wilzig, Joseph Eliot Magnet, Richard Moon, Frederick Schauer, and
L.W. Sumner. The volume includes the opening remarks of Mrs.Yitzhak Rabin to the
conference--dedicated to the late Yitzhak Rabin--at which these papers were originally
presented. These studies will appeal to politicians, sociologists, media educators and
professionals, jurists and lawyers, as well as the general public.
????:Power and interdependence :World politics in transition
The present book examines the internationally facilitated peace process between the
Government of Sri Lanka (GOSL) and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in order to
provide critical insights on contemporary attempts at crafting liberal peace in intrastate
conflicts. The general argument is for a broadened political perspective on conflict resolution,
extending the focus from the narrow confines of formal peace negotiations and elitist crafting of
liberal peace, to the contextual politics of state reforms for group rights and power-sharing and
the associated politics of economic reforms for neoliberal development. In examining the
contextual politics of state and market reforms in Sri Lanka, the book highlight the tensions
between liberal peace and Sinhalese and Tamil nationalisms, demonstrated in the
contestations over political exclusion vs. inclusion in peace negotiations, individual human
rights vs. group rights, territorial power sharing vs. state sovereignty and neoliberal
development vs. social welfare.
Seminar paper from the year 2004 in the subject Politics - International Politics - General and
Theories, grade: 1,2, Free University of Berlin (Otto-Suhr-Institut), course: HS Demokratie und
Frieden, 10 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: In the early 80s political
scientists discovered that they overlooked something. Earlier there was an agreement that
democracies act as war prone in their foreign policy as non-democracies. The US was fighting
in Vietnam; Great Britain in the Falklands and France was fighting in India and Africa, only to
name three examples. It was generally assumed that domestic politics had no influence on the
foreign policy of a state. Michael Doyle initiated a dramatic change in this point of view in
1983.1 He suggested that there was a huge and important difference between democracies
and non-democracies: democracies do not - or very seldom - fight each other. Since this time
uncountable numbers of essays were published, which tried to find an answer for this
correlation called the DPP - the Democratic Peace Proposition. Most of them take a liberal
approach, and today the liberal approach for explaining the DPP is the leading one. Although
there are a lot of scientists working in this field, there are still questions, which cannot be
answered with a liberal approach. In the first part of my thesis I will introduce the main
arguments and aspects of the liberal explanation of the DPP and show in a separate part
where this approach failed. Based on these findings I will introduce the (neo)-realistic approach
as an alternative explanation for the DPP - particularly the explanation that is represented by
Erol Henderson. As well as in the first section I will show at the end the problems and
contradictions of this theory. In the last part of my thesis I will bring these two approaches
together and try to give an answer to question, if today a (neo) realistic approach - faced by a
superior number of liberal explanations - can h
While the aftermath of the December 2004 tsunami added to the problems of civil war in Sri
Lanka, a miraculous transition from conflict and disaster to peace and new development
evolved in Aceh, the rebellious Indonesian province on the northern tip of Sumatra. Most
remarkably, as shown in this book, the miracle was largely due to democratization. For once,
the combination of international intervention and local popular engagement paid off. Why was
this possible? How can the process be sustained? In this book, senior scholars and grounded
researchers provide answers in comparative and theoretical perspectives. The promising
changes in Aceh fly in the face of conventional wisdom and theoretical predictions. The
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dynamics refute the increasingly common conclusion by experts, donors, and politicians such
as the former Indonesian Vice President Jusuf Kalla, that there is a need to constrain
democracy because too many freedoms and elections are likely to generate more conflict and
abuses of power. Yet this does not mean that Aceh provides unconditional support for the
converse idea of peace by liberal democracy and markets.
Democracies are extremely unlikely to wage war against other democracies – this main
proposition of the Democratic Peace theory constitutes the starting point for this volume.
Chapters authored by experts from different parts of the world explore the concept of
Democratic Peace in greater depth in relation to selected issue areas and in comparison to
other concepts such as security communities or concerts of powers. The role and significance
of international organizations and gender equality, for instance, are discussed and assessed in
this context. The objective guiding this exercise is to give an answer to the question as to
whether Democratic Peace and the other two concepts – i.e. security communities and
concerts of powers – can provide a solution to today’s security challenges and constitute a
guide to peaceful co-existence and conflict settlement. So, the chapters discuss intellectual
frameworks at some length, at the same time, reflecting on potential inferences for the outside
world and highlighting associated challenges, limits, or even possible adverse implications.
Azar Gat provides a politically and strategically vital understanding of the peculiar strengths
and vulnerabilities that liberal democracy brings to the formidable challenges ahead. Arguing
that the democratic peace is merely one manifestation of much more sweeping and less
recognized pacifist tendencies typical of liberal democracies, Gat offers a panoramic view of
their distinctive way in conflict and war.
How do civility and citizenship, aspects of the individual's attachment to a liberal democratic
society, affect the nature and future of that society? This book reminds us of the fragility of a
good political order and the complexities of maintaining liberal democracy, even when actions
of citizens are wise and virtuous. Professor Banfield states that history and reflection tell us
that a majority may tyrannize cruelly over a minority. What we want is not majority rule simply,
but majority rule plus the protection of certain rights that pertain to individuals. This is the
difference between democracy and liberal democracy; in the latter there is a private sphere
into which the governing authority may not intrude. Citizenship implies a sense of shared
responsibility for the conduct of a regime; a regime is fully liberal but less than fully democratic
if rights are protected but significant numbers of persons are denied, or decline to accept and
exercise, the duties of citizenship. It will be found that by this test the number of nations that
approach the ideal of liberal democracy - that are at once very liberal and democratic - is
painfully small and that the most liberal are not those in which citizenship is most widely held
and exercised. If a liberal democratic society is to continue as such there must be widely
respected institutions, practices, and modes of thought that encourage or demand the making
of concessions where necessary to preserve the degree of harmony without which the society
could not continue as a going concern. The obligation of the citizen to obey the law is one such
safeguard of order. The idea of civic virtue is another. Civility, the culturally ingrained
willingness to tolerate behavior that is offensive, is yet another. The first chapter by Edward
Shils distinguishes the "civil person" and the "state" and points to conditions of modern life that
threaten to erode civility and endanger liberal democracy. Katherine Auspitz tells how certain
British and continental writers in the eighteenth and nineteenth century sought to encourage
the motivations they deemed essential for a free society. Charles Kesler describes the
American founders' conception of public interest. Clifford Orwin views this subject in the
contrasting lights of ancient and modern philosophy. Robert Goldwin maintains, through an
examination of the American experience, that the tension between rights and democracy and
between rights and citizenship renders liberal democracy impossible except as civility
intervenes. James Q. Wilson explores the relationship between economic progress, the
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cultural changes brought about by the Enlightenment and increased criminality. Elie Kedourie
examines the prospects for civility and liberal consensus in what has been called the "Third
World." The final chapter, Myron Weiner discussed the problem of citizenship and migration of
peoples in relation to liberal democracies, especially in regard to the demand from people in
low-income developing countries to enter advanced industrial democracies.
Moving beyond the binary argument between those who buy into the aims of creating liberal
democratic states grounded in free markets and rule of law, and those who critique and
oppose them, this timely and much-needed critical volume takes a fresh look at the liberal
peace debate. In doing so, it examines the validity of this critique in contemporary
peacebuilding and statebuilding practice through a multitude of case studies - from Afghanistan
to Somalia, Sri Lanka to Kosovo. Going further, it investigates the underlying theoretical
assumptions of liberal peacebuilding and statebuilding, as well as providing new theoretical
propositions for understanding current interventions. Written by some of the most prominent
scholars in the field, alongside several new scholars making cutting edge contributions, this is
an essential contribution to a rapidly growing interdisciplinary area of study.
This book investigates US foreign policy and tests the hypothesis that transition-inspired
democracy promotion will successfully establish liberal democracy around the world, and thus
fulfil the aims of the American mission and its application of the democratic peace. It features
two detailed case studies exploring political liberalization in Bosnia and Afghanistan, and
suggests that the conclusions are applicable to other cases by highlighting the US mission in
Iraq. The author critically examines US foreign policy in a theoretical and historical context,
focusing on the United States Agency for International Development’s (USAID) democracy
assistance. It demonstrates that if liberal democracy is the end-goal of USAID’s strategy then
the theoretical and practical limitations of transition-inspired assistance will impede the
attainment of this goal. In examining US democracy promotion in Bosnia, Afghanistan and Iraq
during the Clinton and Bush administrations, the book concludes by considering its future
during the Obama administration. This book will be of interest to students and scholars of
International Relations, US Foreign Policy and Democratization Studies. A video of a panel
discussing Matthew Hill's book and associated topics in more detail can be found here: http://w
ww.sas.ac.uk/videos-and-podcasts/politics-development-human-rights/old-wine-new-bottledemocratisation-lessons-af
"Based on a year-long research project gathering the empirical evidence on the relationship
between democracy and security, and on accumulated experience with combating the scourge
of extremist violence and terrorism, we can say with confidence that liberal democracy, when
allowed to consolidate and flourish, is the best path toward achieving domestic and
international peace and security. A series of policy briefs covering a range of security-related
issues from civil war to digital technology were commissioned by the Community of
Democracies’ Permanent Secretariat and prepared by the Brookings Institution’s Foreign
Policy Program and the Institute for Security Studies. This research, which was complemented
by consultations with policymakers, academic experts, and civil society during workshops held
in India, South Africa, Mexico, Brazil, Poland, Sweden, and the United States, examines these
linkages in substantial detail." -- p.2
This volume examines the contribution of 11 contemporary political social theorists to the
understanding of democracy. These theorists play a prominent role in modern political and
philosophical debates.
Liberal democracy has been remarkably resilient in the face of external and internal threats,
but now confronts new-old challenges from rising populism, mercantilism and fascist ambition.
While the deepening fissures and fault lines within liberal democracies must be addressed, this
division and dysfunction is coinciding with the rise of powerful authoritarian regimes. The
weakening of liberal democracy thus strengthens authoritarian regimes directly and indirectly.
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The People's Republic of China today best illustrates the interplay of mercantilism and fascism
- as evidenced by absolutism, protectionism and expansionism - but other regimes are also
trending towards the archetype. Together these internal and external trends combine to
threaten free trade, republican liberty and the rules-based international order that have
underpinned the postwar liberal peace. History has not ended. Liberal democracies must be
vigilant and prepared to counter external threats. Equally, they need to recognise and address
internal movements that, by design or unintended consequence, threaten their values and
institutions.

This book presents new theoretical and conceptual perspectives on the problematique
of building just and durable peace. Linking peace and justice has sparked lively debates
about the dilemmas and trade-offs in several contemporary peace processes. Despite
the fact that justice and peace are commonly referred to there is surprisingly little
research and few conceptualizations of the interplay between the two. This edited
volume is the result of three years of collaborative research and draws upon insights
from such disciplines as peace and conflict, international law, political science and
international relations. It contains policy-relevant knowledge about effective
peacebuilding strategies, as well as an in-depth analysis of the contemporary peace
processes in the Middle East and the Western Balkans. Using a variety of theoretical
perspectives and empirical approaches, the work makes an original contribution to the
growing literature on peacebuilding. This book will be of much interest to students of
peacebuilding, peace and conflict studies, Middle Eastern Politics, European Politics
and IR/Security Studies.
Historical patterns suggest that democratic governments, which often fight wars against
authoritarian regimes, maintain peaceful relationships with other governments that
uphold political freedoms and empower their civil societies. This timely collection of
essays by leading scholars examines how democracies maintain relationships and how
democratic principles are spread throughout the world.
This book demonstrates the importance of democracy for understanding modern
international relations and recovers the pluralist tradition of L.T. Hobhouse, G.D.H.
Cole, and David Mitrany. It shows that pluralism’s typical interest in civil society, trade
unionism, and transnationalism evolved as part of a wide-ranging democratic critique
that representative democracies are hardly self-sustaining and are ill-equipped to
represent all entitled social and political interests in international relations. Pluralist
democratic peace theory advocates transnational loyalties to check nationalist
sentiments and demands the functional representation of social and economic interests
in international organizations. On the basis of the pluralist tradition, the book shows that
theories about domestic democracy and international organizations co-evolved before
scientific liberal democratic peace theory introduced new inside/outside distinctions.
The post-Cold War has witnessed enormous levels of western peacekeeping,
peacemaking and reconstruction intervention in societies emerging from war. These
western-led interventions are often called ‘liberal peacebuilding’ or ‘liberal
interventionism’, or statebuilding, and have attracted considerable controversy. In this
study, leading proponents and critics of the liberal peace and contemporary post-war
reconstruction assess the role of the United States, European Union and other actors in
the promotion of the liberal peace, and of peace more generally. Key issues, including
transitional justice and the acceptance/rejection of the liberal peace in African states
are also considered. The failings of the liberal peace (most notably in Iraq and
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Afghanistan, but also in other locations) have prompted a growing body of critical
literature on the motivations, mechanics and consequences of the liberal peace. This
volume brings together key protagonists from both sides of the debate to produce a
cutting edge, state of the art discussion of one the main trends in contemporary
international relations. This book was originally published as a special issue of Global
Society.
South Africa's transition to democracy was met by the global audience with at first,
disbelief, followed later by applause. After fifteen years of democracy big questions
remain: has a more democratic regime also lead to a more liberal society? And has
democracy made for a more peaceful society?
Are democracies less likely to go to war than other kinds of states? This question is of
tremendous importance in both academic and policy-making circles and one that has
been debated by political scientists for years. The Clinton administration, in particular,
has argued that the United States should endeavor to promote democracy around the
world. This timely reader includes some of the most influential articles in the debate that
have appeared in the journal International Security during the past two years, adding
two seminal pieces published elsewhere to make a more balanced and complete
collection, suitable for classroom use.
This book presents a critical analysis of the liberal peace project and offers possible
alternatives and models.
According to the concept of democratic peace, the more democracies emerge, the less
conflict will occur. However, a mature democracy is not built and cannot be
consolidated in one day. In fact, an immature democratic state may increase the risk of
conflict with other states. To be specific, the probability of conflict between states may
increase or could actually occur when a state is in the process of consolidating its
democracy. In a word, for a young democratic state such as Taiwan, the peace may not
come along with democracy. As a result, democracy may not necessarily produce the
pacifying effect on China-Taiwan relations. The conventional wisdom claims that trade
generally reduces conflict. In fact, the pacifying trade effect on conflict is conditional. In
a nutshell, the claim that trade generally reduces conflict is unclear; that is, it implies
that the pacifying trade effect on conflict may not suitable to China-Taiwan relations.
Finally, domestic factors in Taiwan, such as national identity and party ID, play crucial
roles to influence people’s attitudes toward China and to affect people’s voting
behavior. Therefore, leaders need to take domestic factors into their considerations
while making China policies. All in all, does democracy produce the pacifying effect on
conflict? Does more trade lead to less conflict? Could domestic factors affect the crossStrait (China-Taiwan) relations? Build upon studying those million-dollar questions, a
wider picture of understanding about whether or not the concept of liberal peace is
suitable to East Asia could become more clear and vivid. Hence, this dissertation aims
to shed some lights on those research agendas. To conclude, my contribution is to test
the conventional liberal peace wisdom to see if it is a useful policy to deal with a rising
China. Hopefully, this dissertation can shed some lights on forthcoming scholars who
are interested in an ascending China.
The study explores the plausibility of the democratic peace as an approach to world peace in
the information era by analysing causality and deductive structures associated with the
variables world peace, democracy and information technology as found in text. It also pursues
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a normative objective, namely to propose ways in which information technology can be
employed to further democracy and world peace. The advent of the information era challenges
scholars of International Relations to evaluate theories and concepts of International Relations
within the framework of information technology. Traditionally placed within the realm of liberal
internationalism, the democratic peace contends that democracies are unlikely to wage war
with one another because they perceive one another to be constrained by norms and
institutions unique to their democratic nature. The spread of democracy will thus enhance
world peace. Information technology contributes to the spread and institutionalisation of
democratic norms by providing access to abundant information through channels difficult to
bring under government control, facilitating the mobilisation and organisation of pro-democracy
movements and creating unprecedented opportunities for civil participation in the political
process. Through deductive reasoning it can therefore be argued that the democratic peace
and thus world peace, are likely to be enhanced in the information era. This conclusion is
based on a neo-liberal definition of world peace, that is, the absence of lethal violence between
states amounting to battle fatalities of at least I 000. In the information era, such a definition is
too limited to underlie a comprehensive approach to peace. Most wars are no longer fought
between states or at the state level. They are protracted, deeply structural conflicts that involve
a mix of state and non-state actors, private interests, professional armies or mercenaries and
ethnic or religious factions. World peace is thus better defined along human security as
opposed to national security lines, namely to remove the institutional obstacles and promote
the structural conditions that will facilitate the growth of socio-cultural, economic and political
trends to achieve conditions congruent with peace values such as security, non-violence,
identity, equity and well-being. It is possible to expand the democratic peace approach
theoretically to achieve world peace thus defined, by drawing on the Kantian origins of
democratic peace theory. Kant emphasised that individuals are citizens of a universal state of
mankind governed by universal morality. Such a cosmopolitan interpretation of the democratic
peace grasps the interconnectedness and interdependencies of the information era, going
beyond the state level and state actors. The approach is plausible because information
technology enables global civil society through the help of the global media, to promote and
institutionalise democratic norms such as security, freedom, justice and community. Civil
society movements expose information about the often hidden interests or structural factors
characteristic of wars. By mobilising public opinion and putting pressure on governments,
international organisations and the private sector to act in ways congruent with democratic
values, they promote global democracy and globalise the democratic peace. The plausibility of
this approach to world peace is conditioned on the extent to which Internet governance and
civil society are democratised, the digital divide bridged and the global media oriented towards
promoting peace.
Democratic peace theory - the argument that democracies very rarely go to war with each
other - has come under attack recently for being too naïve and for neglecting the vast amount
of wars fought by democracies, especially since the end of the Cold War. This volume offers a
fresh perspective by arguing that the same norms that are responsible for the democratic
peace can be argued to be responsible for democratic war-proneness. The authors show that
democratic norms, which are usually understood to cause peaceful behaviour, are heavily
contested when dealing with a non-democratic other. The book thus integrates democratic
peace and democratic war into one consistent theoretical perspective, emphasising the impact
of national identity. The book concludes by arguing that all democracies have a 'weak spot'
where they would be willing to engage militarily.
Comprising essays by Michael W. Doyle, Liberal Peace examines the special significance of
liberalism for international relations. The volume begins by outlining the two legacies of
liberalism in international relations - how and why liberal states have maintained peace among
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themselves while at the same time being prone to making war against non-liberal states.
Exploring policy implications, the author focuses on the strategic value of the inter-liberal
democratic community and how it can be protected, preserved, and enlarged, and whether
liberals can go beyond a separate peace to a more integrated global democracy. Finally, the
volume considers when force should and should not be used to promote national security and
human security across borders, and argues against President George W. Bush’s policy of
"transformative" interventions. The concluding essay engages with scholarly critics of the
liberal democratic peace. This book will be of great interest to students of international
relations, foreign policy, political philosophy, and security studies.
Democracy and Ethnic Conflict addresses the problem of establishing durable democratic
institutions in societies afflicted by ethnic conflict. While the holding of multi-party elections
usually plays a role in the ending of conflict, consolidating democracy presents a much larger
challenge, as does preventing the perversion of democracy through the dominance of a
particular ethnic group.
Although globalization creates new wealth and encourages technological innovations, it has
also failed to support and promote sustainable human development and thus can be accused
of generating anguish and deprivation. This has already resulted in growing civil unrest and, in
some cases, contributed to armed conflicts in the developing world. However, peace and
conflict research has hitherto somehow overlooked the influence of increasing globalization on
the formation and management of such emerging conflicts. This impressive edited volume
asks the question: what concrete measures exist which can be effective in addressing the
causes of conflict and building peace in an increasingly interdependent world?
How do different meanings of the concept of ‘democracy’ operate in democracy promotion?
How do conceptual decisions influence real political events? How is policy and reflection on
democracy promotion shaped by the way different practitioners and scholars understand
democracy? The Conceptual Politics of Democracy Promotion explores the way in which the
meaning, content and context of ‘democracy’ are interpreted by different actors in democracy
promotion, and how these influence political decisions. Introducing a theoretically new
approach to the study of democracy promotion, the volume shows how the alternate ways that
democracy can be understood reflects specific interpretations of political and normative ideals,
as well as being closely tied to social power relations, interests, and struggles between political
actors. With original contributions from some of the most prominent specialists on democracy
promotion and democratization, the book examines a number of concrete cases of democracy
promotion and contestation over democracy’s meaning. Re-examining democracy promotion
at its time of crisis, this book will be of interest scholars and students of democracy and
democratization, politics and international relations, international law, development studies and
political theory.
Positive Peace addresses how sustainable intra-state peace could best be elicited through the
UN system in non-liberal/democratic divided societies. It offers a novel positive peace vision
together with a comprehensive framework for positive peace that would strengthen the UN’s
conflict prevention pillars and complement its post-conflict peacebuilding efforts.
This thesis focuses on liberal peace building in the DRC. The thesis takes a critical approach
which emphasises local agencies and their engagements with liberal peace building. However,
it seeks to bring this critique back to the institutions with which liberal peace building is
preoccupied, by focusing on the hidden local that operates within these institutions. This
approach seeks to give new meaning to processes of institution building without rendering
institutions irrelevant as a top-down approach. Focusing on the first legislature of the
Congolese Third Republic (2006-2011) this thesis provides a case study of how local agencies
consume liberal democracy within the National Assembly, and make it their own. It discusses
current liberal peace building practices as a process of mutual disengagement, in which both
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the local and liberal intervention seek to disengage from each other. Although this results in a
lack of legitimacy of the peace building project both locally as well as with liberal interventions,
it also creates hybrid space in which local agencies consume liberal democracy. The thesis
conceptualises these local agencies as being convivial, in other words, they are enabled by
people's relations. The thesis therefore focuses on MPs relations with their electorate, as well
as with the executive and other MPs in their party or ruling coalition. In through these
interactions local agencies consume liberal democracy - it is accepted, rejected, diverted,
substituted, etc. The thesis concludes that through these practices of consumption local
agencies negotiate liberal democracy. The liberal democratic framework is kept intact, but it is
not enabled to function as foreseen, because local agencies are responsive to a moral matrix
of the father-family. However, the liberal democratic framework itself provides new tools
through which local agencies also renegotiate the unwritten rules of the moral matrix of the
father-family.
Commencing with Susan Sontag's line that "the only worthwhile answers are those that blow
up the questions," ten contributions by UK and US academics critique the "democratic peace"
(DP) prescription for inter-state peace of "just add liberal democracy." Contextualizing the DP
literature historically and internationally, they call for reassessment of the complex interrelationships among democracy, liberalism, and war in the global revolution; provide a table
summarizing war and democracy by world order periods; and identify directions for future
research. Based on US workshops in 1998 and 2000. Barkawi and Laffey are lecturers in
international relations, the former at the U. of Wales, Aberystwyth and the latter at the U. of
London.-The 1990s saw a constant increase in international peace missions, predominantly led by the
United Nations, whose mandates were more and more extended to implement societal and
political transformations in post-conflict societies. However, in many cases these missions did
not meet the high expectations and did not acquire a sufficient legitimacy on the local level.
Written by leading experts in the field, this edited volume brings together ‘liberal’ and ‘postliberal’ approaches to peacebuilding. Besides challenging dominant peacebuilding paradigms,
the book scrutinizes how far key concepts of post-liberal peacebuilding offer sound categories
and new perspectives to reframe peacebuilding research. It thus moves beyond the
‘liberal’–‘post-liberal’ divide and systematically integrates further perspectives, paving the
way for a new era in peacebuilding research which is theory-guided, but also substantiated in
the empirical analysis of peacebuilding practices. This book will be essential reading for
postgraduate students and scholar-practitioners working in the field of peacebuilding. By
embedding the subject area into different research perspectives, the book will also be relevant
for scholars who come from related backgrounds, such as democracy promotion, transitional
justice, statebuilding, conflict and development research and international relations in general.
Taking a historical and comparative perspective, the book analyses current attempts of regime
change in various parts of the world, their intended and unintended consequences, as well as
moral, legal and political aspects of external interference in internal processes.
Is democratic governance good for economic prosperity? Does it accelerate progress towards
social welfare and human development? Does it generate a peace-dividend and reduce
conflict at home? Within the international community, democracy and governance are widely
advocated as intrinsically desirable goals. Nevertheless, alternative schools of thought dispute
their consequences and the most effective strategy for achieving critical developmental
objectives. This book argues that both liberal democracy and state capacity need to be
strengthened to ensure effective development, within the constraints posed by structural
conditions. Liberal democracy allows citizens to express their demands, hold public officials to
account and rid themselves of ineffective leaders. Yet rising public demands that cannot be
met by the state generate disillusionment with incumbent officeholders, the regime, or
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ultimately the promise of liberal democracy ideals. Thus governance capacity also plays a vital
role in advancing human security, enabling states to respond effectively to citizen's demands.
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