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An independent evaluation of the World Bank's extensive support to developing countries on
trade issues between 1987 and 2004. The study assesses the development effectiveness of
World Bank trade-related advocacy, capacity-building, lending and research. It examines the
extent to which the Bank's policies and assistance have met its stated objectives in the area of
trade and makes recommendations to strengthen the effectiveness of future Bank trade
assistance.
This evaluation assesses the development effectiveness of the World Bank's country-level
HIV/AIDS assistance defined as policy dialogue, analytic work, and lending with the explicit
objective of reducing the scope or impact of the AIDS epidemic. The evaluation identifies
findings from this experience and makes recommendations to improve the relevance,
efficiency and efficacy of ongoing and future activities. This is the first comprehensive
evaluation of the World Bank's HIV/AIDS support to countries, from the beginning of the
epidemic through mid-2004. Because the Bank's assistance is for implementation of
government programs by government, it provides important insights on how national AIDS
programs can be made more effective.
The World Bank finances about US$720 million in training every year, through both its lending
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and its in-house World Bank Institute (WBI). The evaluation found that while most of
the training reviewed resulted in demonstrable participant learning, this learning frequently did
not lead to real change in participants' workplace performance. Poor training outcomes most
often resulted from training content that wasn't relevant to the needs and goals of the target
institutions, or from the trainees' lack of incentives or resources to apply learning in their
workplaces. These findings highlight how important it is for training to be embedded in broader
capacity-building programs that identify and address organizational and institutional capacity
constraints alongside human ones.
The need to promote increased trade, prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS, and ensure adequate
water resources are some of the development challenges generating interest in increased
regional and sub-regional cooperation. This evaluation seeks to provide guidance on when it is
desirable for the Bank to support activities on a regional level, and assesses the effectiveness
of both regional programs and the Banks role in supporting them. It comes at a time of
increasing interest in regional development programs, supported by recent theoretical work on
regional public goods and regional trading arrangements, and calls from groups in the
international development community for the Bank to provide more support for multi-country
programs (both global and regional).
This book brings together results of studies on progresses and challenges in the
implementation of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in Lesotho, Kenya, Botswana,
Madagascar, Tanzania, Ghana, Uganda and Nigeria. The authors focus on selected goals as
cases; and the book presents resulting lessons that can inform the post-2015 development
agenda. The studies are against the background that in September 2000, world leaders from
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189 countries,
including 147 Heads of State, gathered at the United Nations General Assembly
to consider the challenges of the new millennium. They adopted the Millennium Declaration,
which set out a vision for inclusive and sustainable globalization: UN 2000 (A/RES/55/2). The
leaders pledged to work towards ensuring that conditions of extreme poverty are eradicated
wherever they existed. To realise this declaration, the UN established eight MDGs to be
achieved by 2015. The goals were broken down into 18 concrete targets and 48 indicators to
track progresses in implementation. For the years lost 2000, countries in sub-Saharan Africa
have been striving to achieve the goals. So far, some have achieved some of the goals, and
the results toward the rest of the goals are also by and large positive, though off-target.
The World Bank's support in fostering growth and reducing poverty has contributed to the
considerable economic success of MIC countries. But to produce greater development
benefits, it has to become more agile and draw upon MICs' own capacity much more
systematically, connecting such capabilities to help low-income countries and to tackle global
challenges. The Bank's work has to more clearly demonstrate best practice to deliver impact
beyond its limited direct role.
In an effort to develop global environmental policies there is a clear division between
developed and developing countries. Developing countries are faced with significant issues
such as poverty reduction and economic growth stimulation. These countries may also harbor
resentment toward the developed countries as the source of environmental damage.
Additionally, environmental problems can impact countries differently. This paper, a
cooperative effort by the World Bank Institute and the Development Bank of Japan, seeks to
further discussion of the connection between environmental concerns and national
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policies. By outlining three specific examples from the steel, power and forestry
sectors, in Japan, it demonstrates how remarkable environmental improvements can occur
while improving production efficiency.

The relationship between migration, development and remittances in Lesotho has
been exhaustively studied for the period up to 1990. This was an era when the
vast majority of migrants from Lesotho were young men working on the South
African gold mines and over 50 percent of households had a migrant mineworker.
Since 1990, patterns of migration to South Africa have changed dramatically. The
reconfiguration of migration between the two countries has had a marked impact
on remittance flows to Lesotho. The central question addressed in this report is
how the change in patterns of migration from and within Lesotho since 1990 has
impacted on remittance flows and usage.
This evaluation assesses the effectiveness of the World Bank Group in helping
its member countries improve their investment climates, within the context of the
World Bank Group's overall mission of poverty reduction and sustainable
development.
During fiscal 2003-05, World Bank lending and administrative budgets to fragile
states amounted to $4.1 billion and $161 million, respectively. This report
assesses the effectiveness of this Bank support. The report finds that the Bank
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and the donor community have improved their operational readiness to engage
with fragile states, and made substantial progress on donor coordination at the
international policy level. Significant challenges remain, however. Donor agendas
have been overly ambitious and need to be made more selective, the
effectiveness of donor programs needs to be improved after the immediate postconflict phase in war-ravaged countries when structural change is needed, and
donors need to develop transparent aid allocation criteria that ensure that fragile
states will be neither under- nor over-aided. The report makes recommendations
to overcome these challenges and distills lessons for the Bank and other donors.
The 2004 Annual Review of Development Effectiveness looks at the recent
growth and poverty reduction experience of client countries. It assesses the
extent to which Bank interventions have contributed to growth and poverty
reduction and the effectiveness of different types of interventions. The review
uses the key elements of the Bank's 2001 poverty reduction strategy to examine
the extent to which these elements respond to the needs of the poor, are actually
being carried out, and are having an impact.
This volume reports on a conference held by the World Bank's independent
Operations Evaluation Department (OED) to discuss the Bank's rote in global
program partnerships. The starting point for the discussions was a
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comprehensive review by OED of the effectiveness of 26 of the largest programs,
including the Consultative Group on International AgricuRural Research and
programs in health, environment, and trade. Participants at the conference
provided crosscutting lessons about program design, implementation, and
evaluation, and shared views about how the Bank can best help build
commitment and assure financing for high priority global public goods that benefit
the poor.
This review of World Bank support for lines of credit, channeled through local
financial institutions in client countries, finds that the Bank's own guidelines have
not been followed and outcomes are poor.
The World Bank committed $30.6 billion in transport-related projects during the
past decade, making it one of the largest sectors. The evaluation looks into the
Bank's experience in the sector, and assesses the institution's interventions, the
impact of rapid transport sector expansion, and its readiness to meet the
challenges ahead.
The '2005 Annual Report on Operation Evaluation' examines the use of information by
World Bank managers to improve development results and enhance the effectiveness
of the Bank at the country level. It suggests that greater attention is needed to measure
and manage development results at the country level. This will require strengthening
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performance measurement capacity. The Bank is making progress in
strengthening the results focus of its monitoring and evaluation, but more attention is
needed to improve performance measurement and tracking progress.
This evaluation presents an independent assessment of the Bank's support for financial
sector reforms over the period FY93-03. It assesses the extent to which the objectives
of Bank assistance were achieved, including reducing government ownership of
financial intermediaries, decreased market concentration, increased competition and
efficiency, healthier and more stable financial intermediaries, and deeper, more
developed financial systems. It also examines Bank support for financial sector reforms
in countries under crisis.
Data for recent years show a turnaround in education: the gross enrollment rate in SubSaharan Africa increased from 78 percent in 1998 99 to 84 percent in 2000 01 and to
91 percent in 2002 03, reflecting broad-based growth in access not seen since the
1970s. However, key challenges remain, including (a) enrolling the last 10 15 percent of
out-ofschool children, including a growing number of HIV/AIDS orphans (one of every
10 African children by 2010); (b) improving learning outcomes; and (c) reducing
dropout. Maintaining progress will require continuing the reforms to (a) implement costeffect.
This publication evaluates the performance of the World Bank Group (WBG) during the
1990s in promoting private sector development in the electric power sector in 80
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Main findings include that where countries showed a commitment to
advancing reforms in promoting private sector development and where programmes
were properly implemented, the expected benefits were delivered. However, quality of
outcomes depended on the objectives pursued and on types of assistance provided,
with most countries remaining in the early stages of reform.
Lesotho’s National Strategic Development Plan (NSDP) serves as an implementation
strategy for the national vision. It recognizes the significant challenges Lesotho faces in
reducing poverty and making growth more broad-based. Overall, it presents a coherent
analysis and offers an appropriate path forward to sustained poverty reduction and
sustainable economic growth. Executive Directors find that a well-designed
implementation and monitoring framework is necessary. Implementation of the NSDP
will be a key challenge.
This Public Expenditure Review (PER) was prepared in response to a request from the
Ministry of Finance (MoF) and is designed to inform Lesotho's fiscal consolidation due
to a narrowing of its fiscal space. Lesotho is facing a tough macro-fiscal outlook due to
a sharp decline in Southern African Customs Union (SACU) revenues. This situation
necessitates a significant adjustment in the current fiscal stance to ensure longer-term
fiscal sustainability. However, the adjustment should be tailored to minimize any
adverse growth and poverty impacts. Thus, this PER is intended to support the
government's efforts to adjust its policies to better address Lesotho's current macroPage 8/16
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fiscal circumstances.
Lesotho is one of the poorest and most unequal countries in the
world, despite a relatively good growth performance over the past 15 years. Lesotho's
per capita gross national income is about 1550 US dollars. Lesotho's poverty rate is 59
percent (1.90 US dollars purchasing power parity [PPP] per day), its Gini coefficient is
0.541, and about 59 percent of the population now lives below the international poverty
line of 1.90 dollar/day. Both poverty and extreme poverty disproportionately affect the
rural population, and the bottom 40 percent of Lesotho's population experienced a
decline in consumption each year between 2002 and 2011. This compares to
increases, albeit meager, for the remaining 60 percent of the population over the same
period. Lesotho's gross domestic product (GDP) grew at an annual average rate of 4
percent between 2000 and 2016, whereas its GDP per capita grew at an average rate
of 2.8 percent during the same period. Despite the high level of government spending,
Lesotho faces challenges in addressing inclusive growth and providing access to
quality services for the poor, while also operating in a highly fragile environment. After
political turmoil, the new government with a fragile coalition of 7 parties was established
in June 2017. The government is facing a significant challenge to improving access to
and the quality of public services. It is also seeking to invigorate the domestic private
sector to diversify the growth sources of its economy. The level of unemployment is
very high, with a low employment-to working-age population ratio, which limits
prospects for social mobility and poverty reduction.
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Development Challenge
This is the sixth annual review which assesses the effectiveness of World Bank
programmes in helping to achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)
and related targets designed to address global poverty. This year's review finds
that the organisation's programmes are consistent with MDG themes, but can be
greatly enhanced by defining quantified, time-bound targets for poverty reduction
and other development outcomes. Areas needing further attention include:
helping clients to monitor and evaluate development outcomes, working to
establish cross-sectoral strategies, and clarifying the role and objectives of itself
and other partners. Above all, the World Bank needs to fully assess MDG
implications at the corporate, country sector and global levels and to address the
implications in its use of lending and administrative resources.
The Independent Evaluation Group (IEG) prepared this synthesis note as an
input to the ongoing process surrounding the international agenda for Small
States. Its purpose is to provide a perspective on some of the issues small states
face through a review of World Bank experience with country and project
assistance. The lessons and findings are drawn from IEG Country Assistance
Evaluations and Project Performance Assessment Reports, as well as from IEG
Reviews of Country Assistance Strategy Completion Reports and Project
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Implementation Completion Reports.
Early childhood, from birth through school entry, was largely invisible worldwide
as a policy concern for much of the twentieth century. Children, in the eyes of
most countries, were 'appendages' of their parents or simply embedded in the
larger family structure. The child did not emerge as a separate social entity until
school age (typically six or seven). 'Africa's Future, Africa's Challenge: Early
Childhood Care and Development in Sub-Saharan Africa' focuses on the 130
million children south of the Sahel in this 0-6 age group. This book, the first of its
kind, presents a balanced collection of articles written by African and non-African
authors ranging from field practitioners to academicians and from members of
government organizations to those of nongovernmental and local organizations.
'Africa's Future, Africa's Challenge' compiles the latest data and viewpoints on
the state of Sub-Saharan Africa's children. Topics covered include the rationale
for investing in young children, policy trends in early childhood development
(ECD), historical perspectives of ECD in Sub-Saharan Africa including
indigenous approaches, new threats from HIV/AIDS, and the importance of
fathers in children's lives. The book also addresses policy development and ECD
implementation issues; presents the ECD programming experience in several
countries, highlighting best practices and challenges; and evaluates the impact of
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ECD programs in a number of countries.
This publication examines the effectiveness of aid agency projects in relation to
social development work, which are based on four key concepts of social sectors;
safety nets; inclusion, equity and empowerment; and social relations. The report
draws on recent and ongoing OED evaluations supplemented by other data
including a portfolio review, a literature review, individual surveys and a review of
country assistance strategies. Four main recommendations are made to improve
policy outcomes, including the need to ensure that stated Bank or policy priorities
receive adequate treatment across regions and countries, with better strategic
planning to address current skills and monitoring and evaluation gaps.
This edited volume explores how a feminist political ecology framework can bring
fresh insights to the study of rural and urban livelihoods dependent on vulnerable
rivers, lakes, watersheds, wetlands and coastal environments. Bringing together
political ecologists and feminist scholars from multiple disciplines, the book
develops solution-oriented advances to theory, policy and planning to tackle the
complexity of these global environmental changes. Using applied research on the
contemporary management of groundwater, springs, rivers, lakes, watersheds
and coastal wetlands in Central and South Asia, Northern, Central and Southern
Africa, and South and North America, the authors draw on a variety of
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methodological perspectives and new theoretical approaches to demonstrate the
importance of considering multiple layers of social difference as produced by and
central to the effective governance and local management of water resources.
This unique collection employs a unifying feminist political ecology framework
that emphasizes the ways that gender interacts with other social and
geographical locations of water resource users. In doing so, the book further
questions the normative gender discourses that underlie policies and practices
surrounding rural and urban water management and climate change, water
pollution, large-scale development and dams, water for crop and livestock
production and processing, resource knowledge and expertise, and critical
livelihood studies. This book will be of interest to students and scholars of
environmental studies, development studies, feminist and environmental
geography, anthropology, sociology, environmental philosophy, public policy,
planning, media studies, Latin American and other area studies, as well as
women’s and gender studies.
Participatory approaches that involve local communities in their own development
have gained substantial support among international donors over the past quartercentury and have become increasingly important in the work of the World Bank.
Community participation is an approach to development that can be used with
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any Bank lending instrument and across sectors. Projects can involve
communities in different ways--by sharing information, consulting, collaborating,
or empowering them. The process of involving communities in project activities is
also expected to contribute in most cases to communi.
This study evaluates progress under the HIPC initiative since IEG's 2003
evaluation. It finds that the Enhanced HIPC initiative cut debt ratios in half for 18
countries, but in eight of these countries, the ratios have come to once again
exceed HIPC thresholds. Debt reduction alone is not a sufficient instrument to
affect the multiple drivers of debt sustainability. Sustained improvements in
export diversification, fiscal management, the terms of new financing, and public
debt management are also needed, measures that fall outside the ambit of the
HIPC initiative.
The World Bank Group (WBG) has the potential to improve the contribution of extractive
industries (EI) to sustainable development and poverty reduction. However, this report by the
WBG's operations evaluation departments finds that although its EI projects have produced
positive economic and financial results, it has not been successful in ensuring compliance to
environmental and social safeguards. The paper examines the World Bank, the International
Finance Corporation and Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency, to assess their
performance in moving away from a focus on economic benefits towards sustainable
development, addressing the governance challenges associated with resource-rich countries,
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and mitigating
environmental and social costs of the extractive industry.
This 1975 report highlights the problems of this overcrowded, resource poor, and landlocked
country that supplies labor to the South African mines. Manufacturing and tourism are
examined as hopes for improving economic development.
An evaluation carried out by the Independent Evaluation Group (IEG), an autonomous body
reporting directly to the Board of Executive Directors of the World Bank Group to assess the
effectiveness of the Bank's development efforts, and one of the most comprehensive reviews
of disaster preparedness and response ever conducted. Calls for new thinking that integrates
predictable disaster risks into development programs. Concludes that it is possible to anticipate
where many natural disasters will strike, yet expresses concerns that the World Bank's disaster
assistance efforts are underutilizing these vital lifesaving forecasts.
This document is an evaluation of World Bank support to primary education. It has two
objectives. The first is to assess World Bank assistance to countries in their efforts to improve
their basic knowledge and skills base through the provision of quality primary education,
particularly since the beginning of the Education for All (EFA) movement in 1990. The second
objective is to provide lessons for countries in their development strategies, and for the Bank in
its support of those strategies.
This book examines and analyzes the challenges programmes for Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) and sustainable development are facing in global management practice.
It looks at the dichotomy of a general and popular demand for responsible and resilient
management, and the counterplayers that impact the positive effect of such efforts. The book
assembles latest research looking at the root causes for this opposition, and new case studies
Page 15/16

Read Online Lesotho Development In A Challenging Environment A Joint
World Bank African Development Bank Evaluation Independent Evaluation
Group
Studies
that showcase
the dilemma and possible solutions to overcome it. Overall, the book juxtaposes
short terminism within CSR programmes and longer term sustainable development, misallocation of resources and failed promises associated with CSR, and sketches pathways how
CSR and sustainable development can be directed towards the most pressing issues.
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