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Modern editions of a popular and trusted series.
Biographies and Autobiographies.
In the Middle Ages, England had to contend with a string of usurpers who disrupted the British monarchy and ultimately
changed the course of European history by deposing England’s reigning kings and seizing power for themselves. Some
of the most infamous usurper kings to come out of medieval England include William the Conqueror, Stephen of Blois,
Henry Bolingbroke, Edward IV, Richard III, and Henry Tudor. Did these kings really deserve the title of usurper or were
they unfairly vilified by royal propaganda and biased chroniclers? In this book we examine the lives of these six medieval
kings, the circumstances which brought each of them to power, and whether or not they deserve the title of usurper.
Along the way readers will hear stories of some of the most fascinating people from medieval Europe, including Empress
Matilda, the woman who nearly succeeded at becoming the first ruling Queen of England; Eleanor of Aquitaine, the
queen of both France and England who stirred her own sons to rebel against their father, Henry II; the cruel and vengeful
reign of Richard II which caused his own family to overthrow him; the epic struggle for power between Henry VI, Margaret
of Anjou, Richard of York, and Edward IV during the Wars of the Roses; the notorious Richard III and his monstrous
reputation as a child-killer; and Henry VII who rose from relative obscurity to establish the most famous royal family of all
time: the Tudors.
John Ashdown-Hill, whose research was instrumental in the discovery of Richard III’s remains, explores and unravels
the web of myths around Richard III.
Now with a new chapter. The official inside story of the life, death and remarkable discovery of history's most
controversial monarch. On 22 August 1485 Richard III was killed at Bosworth Field, the last king of England to die in
battle. His victorious opponent, Henry Tudor (the future Henry VII), went on to found one of our most famous ruling
dynasties. Richard's body was displayed in undignified fashion for two days in nearby Leicester and then hurriedly buried
in the church of the Greyfriars. Fifty years later, at the time of the dissolution of the monasteries, the king's grave was lost
- its contents believed to be emptied into the river Soar and Richard III's reputation buried under a mound of Tudor
propaganda. Its culmination was Shakespeare's compelling portrayal of a deformed and murderous villain, written over a
hundred years after Richard's death. Now - in an incredible find - Richard III's remains have been uncovered beneath a
car park in Leicester. The King's Grave traces this remarkable journey. In alternate chapters, Philippa Langley, whose
years of research and belief that she would find Richard in this exact spot inspired the project, reveals the inside story of
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the search for the king's grave, and historian Michael Jones tells of Richard's fifteenth-century life and death. The result is
a compelling portrayal of one of our greatest archaeological discoveries, allowing a complete re-evaluation of our most
controversial monarch - one that discards the distortions of later Tudor histories and puts the man firmly back into the
context of his times.
First published in 1968. Providing a detailed and rigorous analysis of Richard III, this Commentary reveals every nuance of
meaning whilst maintaining a firm grasp on the structure of the play. The result is an outstanding lesson in the methodology of
Shakespearian criticism as well as an essential study for students of the early plays of Shakespeare.
With interviews with actors and directors including Simon Russell Beale, Bill Alexander and Richard Eyre, along with detailed looks
at productions at the RSC and elsewhere, this new edition of the play offers innovative ways of looking at and understanding
Shakespeare, as well as student-friendly notes and summaries.
Richard III is a history play by William Shakespeare, believed to have been written in approximately 1591. The play is an
unflattering depiction of the short reign of Richard III of England. While generally classified as a history, as grouped in the First
Folio, the play is sometimes called a tragedy (as in the first quarto). It picks up the story from Henry VI, Part 3 and concludes the
historical series that stretches back to Richard II.
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know
it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see
the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around
the world), and other notations in the work.This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other
nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a
copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor
pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and
made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an
important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
Dramatizes Richard's rise to the British throne and his subsequent downfall, and includes criticism and notes on the play's text.
? The fate of Richard III’s two nephews, Edward V and Richard of York, who disappeared after his coronation in 1483, has remained
controversial centuries after Thomas More’s history and Shakespeare’s play laid the blame on their conniving uncle. Some later writers,
unconvinced of the king’s guilt, have tried (with little success) to portray him as an innocent victim of Tudor propaganda, pointing instead to a
number of unlikely culprits, including Henry Tudor and the Duke of Buckingham. This book sifts through the available evidence about the fate
of the two boys. The author examines the facts, discusses who may or may not have had information and offers a reasoned solution to the
question, What really happened to the two princes?
In this quarto edition the text is accompanied by a collation of variant readings and substantial textual notes.
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Before 1790, the criticism of Richard II is fragmentary and this volume takes up the major tradition of criticism, including Malone, Lamb,
Coleridge, Hazlitt, Chambers, Boas, Brandes, Yeats, Schelling, Swinburne, A.C. Bradley, Saintsbury, and Masefield.
Every generation reinvents Shakespeare for its own needs, imagining through its particular choices and emphases the Shakespeare that it
values. The man himself was deeply involved in his own kind of historical reimagining. This collection of essays examines the playwright’s
medieval sources and inspiration, and how they shaped his works. With a foreword by Michael Almereyda (director of the Hamlet starring
Ethan Hawke) and dramaturge Dakin Matthews, these thirteen essays analyze the ways in which our modern understanding of medieval life
has been influenced by our appreciation of Shakespeare’s plays.
King Richard II.
Considers the theatrical fortunes of Richard II from its politically controversial beginnings on the Elizabethan and Restoration stage, to its
various later interpretations responding to 19th- and 20th-century tastes and attitudes. A wide range of performances is documented and
discussed. These illustrate the ways in which different theatres and companies have staged the play by cutting, restructuring or adding to
Shakepeare's script to highlight spectacle, the personality of the King, the nature of authority and the place of Richard in the overall sweep of
English history.
This book explores how memories and traces of the reign of Richard III survived a century and more to influence the world and work of
William Shakespeare. Although Richard and his era had passed beyond living memory before Shakespeare wrote Richard III, Elizabethan
England still abounded with the remains and vestiges of his reign. These traces took the form of inherited memories and household articles,
established institutions and popular practices, textsand tombs. Charting the fortunes of these pieces of the past over the course of the
sixteenth century, Shakespeare and the Remains of Richard III offers a new approach to the cultural history of the Tudor era,whilst shedding
fresh light on the sources and preoccupations of Shakespeare's play.
Part 1. Rhetorical dimensions of drama: the classical context: The enthymeme and the invention of troping in Greek drama / August W.
Staub. Theorizing the spectacle: a rhetorical analysis of tragic recognition / Tom Heeney. Exile and the kingdom: reason as nightmare in the
Aeschylean vision / John Arthos -- Part 2. The rhetorical in renaissance and neoclassical drama: Epideictic pastoral: rhetorical tensions in the
staging of Torquato Tasso's Aminta / Maria Galli Stampino. Shakespeare's rhetoric versus the ideology of Ian McKellen's Richard III / George
L. Geckle. And now for application: Venice preserv'd and the rhetoric of textual application / Odai Johnson -- Part 3. War, politics, and the
drama: Federalist and republican theatre in the 1790s / Steve Wilmer. Uncle Tom's Cabin and the rhetoric of gradualism / Charles Wilbanks.
Dario Fo's angry farce / Stanley Vincent Longman -- Part 4. Contemporary culture: Stain upon the silence: Samuel Beckett's deconstructive
inventions / Leigh Anne Howard. Still angry after all these years: performing the language of HIV and the marked body in The normal heart
and The destiny of me / Peter Michael Pober.
Charting the ruthless rise and fall of the villainous king, Richard III remains one of Shakespeare's most enduringly discussed and oftperformed plays. Assembled by leading scholars, this guide provides a comprehensive survey of major issues in the contemporary study of
the play. Throughout the book survey chapters explore such issues as the play's critical reception from Dr Johnson to postmodern readings in
the 21st century; the performance history of the play, from Shakespeare's day to more recent stagings by Laurence Olivier and Ian McKellen;
key themes in current scholarship, from disability to gender and nationalism; Richard III on film, including Al Pacino's Looking for Richard.
Richard III: A Critical Guide also includes a complete guide to resources available on the play - including critical editions, online resources
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and an annotated bibliography - and how they might be used to aid both the teaching and study of Shakespeare's play.
Joan of Arc and Richard III loom large in the histories of their countries, but the myths surrounding them have always obscured just who they
were and what they hoped to accomplish. In this book, medieval historian Charles Wood brings these fascinating figures to life through an
original combination of traditional biography and wide-ranging discussion of the political and social world in which they lived. Wood draws on
a range of unusual sources--from art and legal codes to chronicles and lives of saints--to present a new picture of medieval people and their
concerns. Focusing on topics often neglected by other historians, he includes lively discussions of royal adultery scandals, child-kings and the
problems they posed, and earlier people and crises that helped to shape the culture of sex and sainthood that was profoundly that of the
Middle Ages. In so doing, he clarifies the historical contributions of Richard and Joan, and sheds new light on the political, social, and
religious forces that shaped medieval government and made France and England such widely different countries.
This timeless tragedy follows the bloody path of the "rudely stamped" Richard, Duke of Gloucester, who uses his murderous guile to achieve
the throne of England. This edition features an overview of Shakespeare's works by Sylvan Barnet, former Chairman of the English
Department at Tufts University, as well as a comprehensive stage and screen history, dramatic criticism from the past and present, and
sources from which Shakespeare derived this great work.
"The definitive biography and assessment of the wily and formidable prince who unexpectedly became monarch-the most infamous king in
British history. The reign of Richard III, the last Yorkist king and the final monarch of the Plantagenet dynasty, marked a turning point in British
history. But despite his lasting legacy, Richard only ruled as king for the final two years of his life. While much attention has been given to his
short reign, Michael Hicks explores the whole of Richard's fascinating life and traces the unfolding of his character and career from his early
years as the son of a duke to his violent death at the battle of Bosworth. Hicks explores how Richard-villainized for his imprisonment and
probable killing of the princes-applied his experience to overcome numerous setbacks and adversaries. Richard proves a complex, conflicted
individual whose Machiavellian tact and strategic foresight won him a kingdom. He was a reformer who planned big changes, but lost the
opportunity to fulfill them and to retain his crown."--Provided by publisher.
Presents the full text of the famous William Shakespeare play and includes classroom activities, endnotes, and guidance for essay writing on
the stagecraft, writing, language, and themes of the play.
"A literary analysis of the play 'Richard III.' Includes information on the history and culture of Elizabethan England"--Provided by publisher.
A major new biography of the young Richard III.
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