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In today's art world many strange, even shocking, things qualify as art. In this Very Short Introduction Cynthia Freeland
explains why innovation and controversy are valued in the arts, weaving together philosophy and art theory with many
fascinating examples. She discusses blood, beauty, culture, money, museums, sex, and politics, clarifying contemporary
and historical accounts of the nature, function, and interpretation of the arts. Freeland also propels us into the future by
surveying cutting-edge web sites, alongside the latest research on the brain's role in perceiving art. This clear,
provocative book engages with the big debates surrounding our responses to art and is an invaluable introduction to
anyone interested in thinking about art. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University
Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Our self-image as moral, well-behaved creatures is dogged by scepticism, relativism, hypocrisy, and nihilism, by the fear
that in a Godless world science has unmasked us as creatures fated by our genes to be selfish and tribalistic, or
competitive and aggressive. In this 'sparklingly clear' (Guardian) introduction to ethics Simon Blackburn tackles the major
moral questions surrounding birth, death, happiness, desire and freedom, showing us how we should think about the
meaning of life, and how we should mistrust the soundbite-sized absolutes that often dominate moral debates. ABOUT
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics
highly readable.
"First published in hardback as Beauty, 2009"--T.p. verso.
Gale Researcher Guide for: Immanuel Kant is selected from Gale's academic platform Gale Researcher. These study
guides provide peer-reviewed articles that allow students early success in finding scholarly materials and to gain the
confidence and vocabulary needed to pursue deeper research.
The award-winning novelist Rohinton Mistry is recognised as one of the most important contemporary writers. This title
suggests how the author's writing can be read in terms of Indian political history and the storytelling conventions typical of
Persia and southern Asia.
The only short introduction to Romanticism that incorporates not only the English but the Continental movements, and
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not only literature but music, art, religion, and philosophy.-publisher description.
Michael Ferber considers Romanticism in its time of growth in Western Europe, examining various types of Romantic
literature, music, painting, religion, and philosophy. He provides examples and quotations throughout to demonstrate the
diverse nature of the movement.
Examines how philosophers including Plato, Descartes, Hobbes, Darwin, and de Beauvoir responded to real life
situations, and how their responses continue to influence people today.
Simon Critchley's Very Short Introduction shows that Continental philosophy encompasses a distinct set of philosophical traditions and
practices, with a compelling range of problems all too often ignored by the analytic tradition. He discusses the ideas and approaches of
philosophers such as Kant, Hegel, Nietzsche, Husserl, Heidegger, Sartre, Habermas, Foucault, and Derrida, and introduces key concepts
such as existentialism, nihilism, and phenomenology by explaining their place in the Continental tradition. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books
are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Thomas Hobbes, the first great English political philosopher, has long had the reputation of being a pessimistic atheist, who saw human
nature as inevitably evil and proposed a totalitarian state to subdue human failings. In this illuminating study, Richard Tuck re-evaluates
Hobbes's philosophy and dispels these myths, revealing him to have been passionately concerned with the refutation of scepticism, and to
have developed a theory of knowledge which rivalled that of Descartes in its importance. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to
get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting
and challenging topics highly readable.
From aesthetics to the penal system; from madness and civilisation to avant-garde literature, Foucault strove to understand the deep
concepts of identity, knowledge, and power. He rejected old models of thinking and replaced them with versions that are still widely debated
today. A major influence on Queer Theory and gender studies, he also wrote on architecture, history, law, medicine, literature, politics and of
course philosophy. Gutting presents a comprehensive but non-systematic treatment of some highlights of Foucault's life and thought.
Beginning with a brief biography to set the social and political stage, he then tackles Foucault's thoughts on literature, in particular the avantgarde scene; his philosophical and historical work; his treatment of knowledge and power in modern society; and his thoughts on sexuality.
This Very Short Introduction explores the history of the 18th-century Enlightenment movement. Considering its intellectual commitments,
Robertson then turns to their impact on society, and the ways in which Enlightenment thinkers sought to further the goal of human
betterment, by promoting economic improvement and civil and political justice.
????????????????.?????????,?????????,?????,????,?????,????,??,???.
Flatland (1884) is an influential mathematical fantasy that simultaneously provides an introduction to non-Euclidean geometry and a satire on
the Victorian class structure, issues of science and faith, and the role of women. A classic of early science fiction, the novel takes place in a
world of two dimensions where all the characters are geometric shapes. The narrator, A Square, is a naïve, respectable citizen who is faced
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with proof of the existence of three dimensions when he is visited by a sphere and is forced to see the limitations of his world. The
introduction to this Broadview Edition provides context for the book’s references to Victorian culture and religion, mathematical history, and
the history of philosophy. The appendices contain contemporary reviews; extracts from the work of fellow mathematical fantasy
writer/mathematician Charles Hinton; Hermann von Helmboltz’s “The Axioms of Geometry” (1870); and autobiographical passages from
Abbott’s The Kernel and the Husk (1886).
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
Many people regard Hegel's work as obscure and extremely difficult, yet his importance and influence are universally acknowledged.
Professor Singer eliminates any excuse for remaining ignorant of the outlines of Hegel's philosophy by providing a broad discussion of his
ideas and an account of his major works. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Including over 500 specially commissioned entries from a team of leading international scholars, this is an essential reference to Kant's
thought, writings and continuing influence.
German writers, be it Goethe, Nietzsche, Marx, Brecht or Mann, have had a profound influence on the modern world. This Very Short
Introduction illuminates the particular character and power of German literature, and examines its impact on the wider cultural world.
Every day we seem to make and act upon all kinds of free choices - some of them trivial, and some so consequential that they may change
the course of our life, or even the course of history. But are these choices really free? Or are we compelled to act the way we do by factors
beyond our control? Is the feeling that we could have made different decisions just an illusion? And if our choices are not free, why should we
be held morally responsible for our actions? This Very Short Introduction, written by a leading authority on the subject, looks at a range of
issues surrounding this fundamental philosophical question, exploring it from the ideas of the Greek and medieval philosophers through to the
thoughts of present-day thinkers. It provides a interesting and incisive introduction to this perennially fascinating subject. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Objectivity is both an essential and elusive philosophical concept. This Very Short Introduction explores the theoretical and practical problems
raised by objectivity, and also deals with the way in which particular understandings of objectivity impinge on social research, science, and
art.
Kant is arguably the most influential modern philosopher, but also one of the most difficult. Roger Scruton tackles his exceptionally complex
subject with a strong hand, exploring the background to Kant's work, and showing why the Critique of Pure of Reason has proved so
enduring.
This book offers an important new perspective on the Western tradition of musical aesthetics through an examination of Anicius Boethius and
Immanuel Kant. Within the trajectory illuminated by these two thinkers, musical meaning is framed by and formed through the concept of
beauty--a concept which is shaped by prior understandings about notions of the self and the world. Beauty opens up a space within which the
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boundary between the self and the world, subject and object, is negotiated and configured. In doing so, either the subject or the object is
asserted to the detriment of the other, and to the physicality of music. This book asserts that the uniqueness of music's ontology emerges
from its basis in sound and embodied practice. It suggests that musical beauty is generated by the mutuality of subject and object arising
within the participation that music encourages, one which involves an ekstatic mode of attention on the part of the subject.
What is Knowledge? Where does it come from? Can we know anything at all? This lucid and engaging introduction grapples with these
central questions in the theory of knowledge, offering a clear, non-partisan view of the main themes of epistemology including recent
developments such as virtue epistemology and contextualism. Duncan Pritchard discusses traditional issues and contemporary ideas in
thirteen easily digestible sections, including: the value of knowledge the structure of knowledge virtues and faculties perception testimony and
memory induction scepticism. What is this thing called Knowledge? contains many helpful student-friendly features including study questions,
annotated further reading, a glossary and a guide to web resources. Clear and interesting examples are used throughout. This is an ideal first
textbook in the theory of knowledge for undergraduates taking a first course in philosophy.
Kant: A Very Short IntroductionOUP Oxford

What is agnosticism? Is it just the 'don't know' position on God, or is there more to it than this? Is it a belief, or merely the absence
of belief? Who were the first to call themselves 'agnostics'? These are just some of the questions that Robin Le Poidevin considers
in this Very Short Introduction. He sets the philosophical case for agnosticism and explores it as a historical and cultural
phenomenon. What emerges is a much more sophisticated, and much more interesting, attitude than a simple failure to either
commit to, or reject, religious belief. Le Poidevin challenges some preconceptions and assumptions among both believers and nonatheists, and invites the reader to rethink their own position on the issues. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
How ought we to live? What really exists? How do we know? Edward Craig discusses some of the key questions philosophy
engages with. He explores important themes in ethics, knowledge, and the self, alongside a new chapter for this edition on free
will, discussing determinism and indeterminism in the context of Descartes and Hegel's work.
Gale Researcher Guide for: Immanuel Kant: Overview is selected from Gale's academic platform Gale Researcher. These study
guides provide peer-reviewed articles that allow students early success in finding scholarly materials and to gain the confidence
and vocabulary needed to pursue deeper research.
Hume is one of the greatest of all British philosophers, and even in his own lifetime was celebrated as one of the pivotal figures of
the Enlightenment. A central theme of his philosophy is the conviction that questions traditionally thought of as completely
independent of the scientific realm–questions about the mind, about morality, and about God, for example–are actually best
explained using the experimental methods characteristic of the natural sciences. Hume's 'naturalist' approach to a wide variety of
philosophical topics resulted in highly original theories about perception, self-identity, causation, morality, politics, and religion, all
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of which are discussed in this stimulating introduction by A J Ayer, himself one of the twentieth century's most important
philosophers. Ayer also gives an account of Hume's fascinating life and character, and includes generous quotations from Hume's
lucid and often witty writings. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
Soren Kierkegaard (1813-55), one of the most original thinkers of the nineteenth century, wrote widely on religious, psychological,
and literary themes. This book shows how Kierkegaard developed his views in emphatic opposition to prevailing opinions. It
describes his reaction to the ethical and religious theories of Kant and Hegel, and it also contrasts his position with doctrines
advanced by men like Feuerbach and Marx. Kierkegaard's seminal diagnosis of the human condition, which emphasizes the
significance of individual choice, has arguably been his most striking philosophical legacy, particularly for the growth of
existentialism. Both that and his arresting but paradoxical conception of religious belief are critically discussed, and Patrick
Gardiner concludes this lucid introduction by showing how Kierkegaard has influenced contemporary thought. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Foucault is one of those rare philosophers who has become a cult figure. Born in 1926 in France, over the course of his life he
dabbled in drugs, politics, and the Paris SM scene, all whilst striving to understand the deep concepts of identity, knowledge, and
power. From aesthetics to the penal system; from madness and civilisation to avant-garde literature, Foucault was happy to reject
old models of thinking and replace them with versions that are still widely debated today. A major influence on Queer Theory and
gender studies (he was openly gay and died of an AIDS-related illness in 1984), he also wrote on architecture, history, law,
medicine, literature, politics and of course philosophy, and even managed a best-seller in France on a book dedicated to the
history of systems of thought. Because of the complexity of his arguments, people trying to come to terms with his work have
desperately sought introductory material that makes his theories clear and accessible for the beginner. Ideally suited for the Very
Short Introductions series, Gary Gutting presents a comprehensive but non-systematic treatment of some highlights of Foucault's
life and thought. Beginning with a brief biography to set the social and political stage, he then tackles Foucault's thoughts on
literature, in particular the avant-garde scene; his philosophical and historical work; his treatment of knowledge and power in
modern society; and his thoughts on sexuality. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University
Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a
new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
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Many people regard Hegel's work as obscure and extremely difficult, yet his importance and influence are universally
acknowledged. Peter Singer eliminates any excuse for remaining ignorant of the outlines of Hegel's philosophy by providing a
broad discussion of his ideas and an account of his major works.
This accessible introduction to ethics continues the trend of Blackburn's best-selling Think. His rare combination of depth, rigor and
sparking prose, and his distinguished ranking among contemporary philosophers, mark Being Good as an important statement on
our current disenchantment with ethics.
Overview. History of ideas; philosophical.
German philosophy remains the core of modern philosophy. Without Kant, Frege, Wittgenstein, and Husserl there would be no AngloAmerican 'analytical' style of philosophy. Moreover, without Kant, Hegel, Marx, Nietzsche, and Heidegger, the 'Continental Philosophy' of
Derrida, Foucault, Deleuze, Badiou, and Zizek, which has had major effects on humanities subjects in recent years, is incomprehensible.
Knowledge of German philosophy is, then, an indispensable prerequisite of theoretically informed study in the humanities as a whole.
German Philosophy: A Very Short Introduction discusses the idea that German philosophy forms one of the most revealing responses to the
problems of 'modernity'. The rise of the modern natural sciences and the related decline of religion raises a series of questions, which recur
throughout German philosophy, concerning the relationships between knowledge and faith, reason and emotion, and scientific, ethical, and
artistic ways of seeing the world. There are also many significant philosophers who are generally neglected in most existing English-language
treatments of German philosophy, which tend to concentrate on the canonical figures. This Very Short Introduction will include reference to
these thinkers and suggests how they can be used to question more familiar German philosophical thought. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books
are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Kant is arguably the most influential modern philosopher, but also one of the most difficult. Roger Scruton tackles his exceptionally complex
subject with a strong hand, exploring the background to Kant's work and showing why the Critique of Pure Reason has proved so enduring.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
In today's art world many strange, even shocking, things qualify as art. In this critically acclaimed study, Cynthia Freeland offers a provocative
and clear explanation of why innovation and controversy are valued in the arts, weaving together philosophy and art theory with many
fascinating examples. Providing an accessible introduction to a wide range of theories, artists, and works, Freeland explains why challenging
our perceptions is, and always has been, central to the whole endeavour of art. The result is an invaluable introduction to the key debates
surrounding our response to art.
The thought of Immanuel Kant (1724-1804) is often regarded as having caused a crisis for theology and religion because it sets the limits of
knowledge to what can be derived from experience. In The Intolerable God Christopher Insole challenges that assumption and argues that
Kant believed in God but struggled intensely with theological questions. Drawing on a new wave of Kant research and texts from all periods of
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Kant's thought -- including some texts not previously translated -- Insole recounts the drama of Kant's intellectual and theological journey. He
focuses on Kant's lifelong concern with God, freedom, and happiness, relating these topics to Kant's theory of knowledge and his shifting
views about what metaphysics can achieve. Though Kant was, in the end, unable to accept central claims of the Christian faith, Insole here
shows that he earnestly wrestled with issues that are still deeply unsettling for believers and doubters alike.
Martin Heidegger (1889-1976) is probably the most divisive philosopher of the twentieth century. Considered by some to be the greatest
charlatan ever to claim the title of 'philosopher', by some as an apologist for Nazism, he was also an acknowledged leader and central figure
to many philosophers. Michael Inwood's lucid introduction to Heidegger's thought focuses on his most important work, 'Being and Time', and
its major themes of existence in the world, inauthenticity, guilt, destiny, truth, and the nature of time. These themes are then reassessed in
the light of Heidegger's later work, together with the extent of his philosophical importance and influence. This is an invaluable guide to the
complex and voluminous thought of a major twentieth-century existentialist philosopher. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to
get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting
and challenging topics highly readable.
This book gives a succinct explanation of Schopenhauer's metaphysical system, concentrating on the original aspects of thought which
inspired many artists and thinkers such as Nietzsche, Wagner, Freud, and Wittgenstein. Schopenhauer's central notion is that of the will - a
blind, irrational force which he uses to interpret both the human mind and the whole of nature. Christopher Janaway confronts
Schopenhauer's uncompromising, pessimistic view that for the human individual non-existence would be preferable, and his claim that only
aesthetic experience and saintly self-denial - escape from the will - can give life value. Schopenhauer is revealed as a challenging,
progressive, and highly influential thinker.
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