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Few would want to dispute that Jean-Jacques Rousseau was one of the most fascinating
figures of the Enlightenment; a man whose interests ranged over a variety of subjects, from
politics, to education, to music, to botany. He was also one of the most contradictory and
controversial thinkers and exciting writers of his time; the writer of the first modern
autobiography and author of the best-selling novel of his day. Emile was among his most
celebrated works, a book he regarded as his crowning achievement. Its revolutionary ideas
have influenced radical thinkers and made him famous with generations of educators right into
the twentieth century. Rousseau made other contributions to education, but his more political
works on the subject are usually ignored by commentators. There has been no shortage of
books about him in recent years, including general introductory ones. But a comprehensive
introductory book dealing with all the aspects of his thoughts about education and politics has
long been overdue. On Rousseau: An Introduction to his Radical Thinking on Education and
Politics fills this void, and should interest educators, educators of educators, philosophy
students, and all with a general interest in education and politics and the history of ideas.
Jean-Jacques Rousseau, enlightenment philosopher and founder of 'natural education', is one
of the most influential philosophers of education in the western world. In order to fully
understand Rousseau's impact as a true educational thinker, Jurgen Oelkers argues that we
must take into account his paradoxical style, unique intellectual biography and his turbulent
and unconventional way of life. Combining historical analysis and contemporary ethical theory,
this text serves as both an introduction to Rousseau's theories of education and a critique of
his views, and shows how Rousseau was a pioneer in exploring educational issues within the
context of his own philosophical problems in order to present innovative solutions.
From a master biographer and leading scholar of eighteenth-century literature comes an awardwinning new portrait of the greatest satirist in the English language
The Rise of the Memoir traces the growth and extraordinarily wide appeal of the memoir. Its
territory is private rather than public life, shame, guilt, and embarrassment, not the
achievements celebrated in the public record. What accounts for the sharp need writers like
Rousseau, Woolf, Orwell, Nabokov, Primo Levi, and Maxine Hong Kingston felt to write (and to
publish) such works, when they might more easily have chosen to remain silent? Alex
Zwerdling explores why each of these writers felt compelled to write them as that story can be
reconstructed from personal materials available in archival collections; what internal conflicts
they encountered while trying; and how each of them resisted the private and public pressures
to stop themselves rather than pursuing this confessional route, against their own doubts,
without a reasonable expectation that such works would be welcome in print, and eventually
find an empathetic audience. Reconstructing this process in which a dubious project eventually
becomes a compelling product-a "memoir" that will last-illuminates both what was at stake, and
why this serially invented open form has reshaped the expectations of readers who welcomed
a vital alternative to "the official story."
In The Psychology of Inequality, Michael Locke McLendon looks to Jean-Jacques Rousseau's
thought for insight into the personal and social pathologies that plague commercial and
democratic societies. He emphasizes the way Rousseau appropriated and modified the notion
of self-love, or amour-propre, found in Augustine and various early modern thinkers. McLendon
traces the concept in Rousseau's work and reveals it to be a form of selfish vanity that mimics
aspects of Homeric honor culture and, in the modern world, shapes the outlook of the wealthy
and powerful as well as the underlying assumptions of meritocratic ideals. According to
McLendon, Rousseau's elucidation of amour-propre describes a desire for glory and
preeminence that can be dangerously antisocial, as those who believe themselves superior
derive pleasure from dominating and even harming those they consider beneath them.
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Drawing on Rousseau's insights, McLendon asserts that certain forms of inequality, especially
those associated with classical aristocracy and modern-day meritocracy, can corrupt the
mindsets and personalities of people in socially disruptive ways. The Psychology of Inequality
shows how amour-propre can be transformed into the demand for praise, whether or not one
displays praiseworthy qualities, and demonstrates the ways in which this pathology continues
to play a leading role in the psychology and politics of modern liberal democracies.
This book examines the eighteenth-century novel in the context of emerging theories of
happiness in early Enlightenment Europe. This important and richly interdisciplinary book
offers both a new understanding of the cultural work the eighteenth-century novel performed,
as well as an original interpretation of the Enlightenment s ethical legacy."
Experiential education is a philosophy and methodology for building knowledge, developing
skills, and clarifying values by engaging learners in direct experience and focused reflection.
To understand experiential education, what should one be reading? This sourcebook
introduces philosophers, educators, and other practitioners whose work is relevant to anyone
seeking answers to this question. Following brief snapshots of John Dewey and Kurt Hahn, the
book is organized in four sections: Philosophers and Educational Theorists Nature Educators
and Outdoor Educators Psychologists and Sociologists School and Program Founders. Each
chapter focuses on an individual whose philosophy and practice exemplify a biographical and
historical model for reaching a deeper understanding of experiential education. An appendix
includes short biographical sketches of forty-five additional people whose contributions to
experiential education deserve a closer look. This volume provides a much-needed overview
and foundations for the field – for students in courses addressing experiential education,
challenge education, outdoor experiential education, recreation education, and related fields;
for learning theorists and curriculum specialists; for experiential educators; and for educational
philosophers.
Provocative reading of the role masochism plays in structuring the aesthetics and political
philosophy of Jean-Jacques Rousseau. Theorization of sensual desire was not uncommon in
the eighteenth century; like many materialists of the French Enlightenment, Jean-Jacques
Rousseau rejected imperatives founded on metaphysical suppositions and viewed the senses
as the only valid source of philosophical knowledge. In Social Contract, Masochist Contract,
Fayçal Falaky demonstrates that what distinguishes Rousseau is that the foundational
measure on which he bases his materialist philosophy is a sexual instinct endowed,
paradoxically, with the same sublime, self-abnegating attributes historically associated with
Christian, metaphysical desire. To understand the aesthetics of Rousseau’s masochism is,
Falaky argues, to understand how ideals of Christian morality and spiritual ennoblement
survived the Enlightenment, and how God died, only to be repackaged in new fetishes.
Whether it is the imperious mistress of his erotic fantasies, the Arcadian nature of his
philosophical reveries, or the sublime Law designed to elevate the citizen from enslaving
appetite, Rousseau’s fetishes herald the new regulative Ideals of the modern secular state.

An accessible and authoritative new history of French literature, written by a highly
distinguished transatlantic group of scholars This book provides an engaging,
accessible, and exciting new history of French literature from the Renaissance through
the twentieth century, from Rabelais and Marguerite de Navarre to Samuel Beckett and
Assia Djebar. Christopher Prendergast, one of today's most distinguished authorities on
French literature, has gathered a transatlantic group of more than thirty leading
scholars who provide original essays on carefully selected writers, works, and topics
that open a window onto key chapters of French literary history. The book begins in the
sixteenth century with the formation of a modern national literary consciousness, and
ends in the late twentieth century with the idea of the "national" coming increasingly into
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question as inherited meanings of "French" and "Frenchness" expand beyond the
geographical limits of mainland France. Provides an exciting new account of French
literary history from the Renaissance to the end of the twentieth century Features more
than thirty original essays on key writers, works, and topics, written by a distinguished
transatlantic group of scholars Includes an introduction and index The contributors
include Etienne Beaulieu, Christopher Braider, Peter Brooks, Mary Ann Caws, David
Coward, Nicholas Cronk, Edwin M. Duval, Mary Gallagher, Raymond Geuss, Timothy
Hampton, Nicholas Harrison, Katherine Ibbett, Michael Lucey, Susan Maslan, Eric
Méchoulan, Hassan Melehy, Larry F. Norman, Nicholas Paige, Roger Pearson,
Christopher Prendergast, Jean-Michel Rabaté, Timothy J. Reiss, Sarah Rocheville,
Pierre Saint-Amand, Clive Scott, Catriona Seth, Judith Sribnai, Joanna Stalnaker,
Aleksandar Stevi?, Kate E. Tunstall, Steven Ungar, and Wes Williams.
We think we know what upward mobility stories are about--virtuous striving justly
rewarded, or unprincipled social climbing regrettably unpunished. Either way, these
stories seem obviously concerned with the self-making of self-reliant individuals rather
than with any collective interest. In Upward Mobility and the Common Good, Bruce
Robbins completely overturns these assumptions to expose a hidden tradition of erotic
social interdependence at the heart of the literary canon. Reinterpreting novels by
figures such as Balzac, Stendhal, Charlotte Brontë, Dickens, Dreiser, Wells, Doctorow,
and Ishiguro, along with a number of films, Robbins shows how deeply the material and
erotic desires of upwardly mobile characters are intertwined with the aid they receive
from some sort of benefactor or mentor. In his view, Hannibal Lecter of The Silence of
the Lambs becomes a key figure of social mobility in our time. Robbins argues that
passionate and ambiguous relationships (like that between Lecter and Clarice Starling)
carry the upward mobility story far from anyone's simple self-interest, whether the
protagonist's or the mentor's. Robbins concludes that upward mobility stories have
paradoxically helped American and European society make the transition from an ethic
of individual responsibility to one of collective accountability, a shift that made the
welfare state possible, but that also helps account for society's fascination with cases of
sexual abuse and harassment by figures of authority.
The Life of Sharatchandra Chatopadhyay presents a historical critical assessment of
the novelist s upbringing and the experiences that informed his work. The author
exposes Sharatchandra s innate conservative worldview and his romantic platonic
concept of human sexuality that informs all his love stories."
Debates about freedom, an ideal continually contested, were first set out in their
modern version by the eighteenth-century French philosopher Jean-Jacques
Rousseau. His ideas and analyses were taken up during the philosophical
enlightenment, often invoked during the French Revolution, and still resonate in
contemporary discussions of freedom. This volume, first published in 2010, examines
Rousseau's many approaches to the concept of freedom, in the context of his thought
on literature, religion, music, theater, women, the body, and the arts. Its expert
contributors cross disciplinary frontiers to develop thought-provoking new angles on
Rousseau's thought. By taking freedom as the guiding principle of their analysis, the
essays form a cohesive account of Rousseau's writings.
Jean-Jacques RousseauRestless GeniusHoughton Mifflin Harcourt
William Blake, overlooked in his time, remains an enigmatic figure to contemporary
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readers despite his near canonical status. Out of a wounding sense of alienation and
dividedness he created a profoundly original symbolic language, in which words and
images unite in a unique interpretation of self and society. He was a counterculture
prophet whose art still challenges us to think afresh about almost every aspect of
experience—social, political, philosophical, religious, erotic, and aesthetic. He believed
that we live in the midst of Eternity here and now, and that if we could open our
consciousness to the fullness of being, it would be like experiencing a sunrise that
never ends. Following Blake’s life from beginning to end, acclaimed biographer Leo
Damrosch draws extensively on Blake’s poems, his paintings, and his etchings and
engravings to offer this generously illustrated account of Blake the man and his vision
of our world. The author’s goal is to inspire the reader with the passion he has for his
subject, achieving the imaginative response that Blake himself sought to excite. The
book is an invitation to understanding and enjoyment, an invitation to appreciate
Blake’s imaginative world and, in so doing, to open the doors of our perception.
Weaves together historical acuity with theoretical insight to trace the emergence and
moral significance of dependence itself within Jean-Jacques Rousseau's encounters
with a variety of discourses of order, including theology, natural philosophy and music.
We live in a society where, for whatever reason, genius tends to be unacknowledged,
denied, ignored or even (usually for 'politically correct' reasons) actively persecuted. For
the past four hundred years, geniuses have been common to all the major humanities
and sciences, art, literature, medicine, law, politics, the military and religion - yet today
they have almost disappeared. A genius combines extremely high intelligence with an
unworldly, intuitive personality. Geniuses will seldom fit into normal society; they will
seldom want to. Nor should they, since it is their unusual and socially-difficult nature
which drives geniuses to come up with original ideas, make breakthrough discoveries
or solve unyielding problems by intuitive insight. But modern society has been hit by a
genius famine. There are ever fewer geniuses and modern society has become actively
hostile to those we still have. The Genius Famine explores the nature of genius, why
the genius famine has happened, how it threatens civilization and what we can and
should do to overcome it.
Why did Rousseau fail--often so ridiculously or grotesquely--to live up to his own principles? In
Hypocrisy and the Philosophical Intentions of Rousseau, Matthew D. Mendham is the first to
systematically analyze Rousseau's normative philosophy and self-portrayals in view of the
yawning gap between them.
Alexis de Tocqueville is more quoted than read; commentators across the political spectrum
invoke him as an oracle who defined America and its democracy for all times. But in fact his
masterpiece, Democracy in America, was the product of a young man's open-minded
experience of America at a time of rapid change. In Tocqueville's Discovery of America, the
prizewinning biographer Leo Damrosch retraces Tocqueville's nine-month journey through the
young nation in 1831-32, illuminating how his enduring ideas were born of imaginative
interchange with America and Americans, and painting a vivid picture of Jacksonian America.
Damrosch shows that Tocqueville found much to admire in the dynamism of American society
and in its egalitarian ideals. But he was offended by the ethos of grasping materialism and was
convinced that the institution of slavery was bound to give rise to a tragic civil war. Drawing on
documents and letters that have never before appeared in English, as well as on a wide range
of scholarship, Tocqueville's Discovery of America brings the man, his ideas, and his world to
startling life.
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An Ernest Bernbaum Professor of Literature at Harvard University reconstructs the life of the
French literary genius whose writing changed opinions and fueled fierce debate on both sides
of the Atlantic during the period of the American and French revolutions. Reprint.
???,????????????,?????????????????,??????,??????????,????????????,??????????????.????
??:"????????????,????????,?????????????,???????????????.".
Why did Rousseau fail—often so ridiculously or grotesquely—to live up to his own principles? In
one of the most notorious cases of hypocrisy in intellectual history, this champion of the joys of
domestic life immediately rid himself of each of his five children, placing them in an orphans'
home. He advocated profound devotion to republican civic life, and yet he habitually dodged
opportunities for political engagement. Finally, despite an elevated ethics of social duty, he had
a pattern of turning against his most intimate friends, and ultimately fled humanity and
civilization as such. In Hypocrisy and the Philosophical Intentions of Rousseau, Matthew D.
Mendham is the first to systematically analyze Rousseau's normative philosophy and selfportrayals in view of the yawning gap between them. He challenges recent approaches to "the
Jean-Jacques problem," which tend either to dismiss his life or to downgrade his principles.
Engaging in a comprehensive and penetrating analysis of Rousseau's works, including
commonly neglected texts like his untranslated letters, Mendham reveals a figure who urgently
sought to reconcile his life to his most elevated principles throughout the period of his main
normative writings. But after the revelation of the secret about his children, and his disastrous
stay in England, Rousseau began to shrink from the ambitious philosophical life to which he
had previously aspired, newly driven to mitigate culpability for his discarded children, to a new
quietism regarding civic engagement, and to a collapse of his sense of social duty. This book
provides a moral biography in view of Rousseau's most controversial behaviors, as well as a
preamble to future discussions of the spirit of his thought, positing a development more
fundamental than the recent paradigms have allowed for.
In 1758, Rousseau announced that he had adopted "vitam impendere vero" (dedicate life to
truth) as a personal pledge. Despite the dramatic nature of this declaration, no scholar has yet
approached Rousseau’s work through the lens of truth or truthseeking. What did it mean for
Rousseau to lead a life dedicated to truth? This book presents Rousseau’s normative account
of truthseeking, his account of what human beings must do if they hope to discover the truths
essential to human happiness. Rousseau’s writings constitute a practical guide to these truths;
they describe how he arrived at them and how others might as well. In reading Rousseau
through the lens of truth, Neidleman traverses the entirety of Rousseau's corpus, and, in the
process, reveals a series of symmetries among the disparate themes treated in those texts.
The first section of the book lays out Rousseau’s general philosophy of truth and truthseeking.
The second section follows Rousseau down four distinct pathways to truth: reverie,
republicanism, religion, and reason. With a strong grounding in both the Anglophone and
Francophone scholarship on Rousseau, this book will appeal to scholars across a broad range
of disciplines.
Rousseau's Social Contract: An Introduction offers a thorough and systematic tour of this
notoriously paradoxical and challenging text.
This substantially revised new edition of Rousseau: The Basic Political Writings features a
brilliant new Introduction by David Wootton, a revision by Donald A. Cress of his own 1987
translation of Rousseau's most important political writings, and the addition of Cress' new
translation of Rousseau's State of ?War. New footnotes, headnotes, and a chronology by
David Wootton provide expert guidance to first-time readers of the texts.
An engaging, highly accessible and informative introduction to French literature from the
Middle Ages to the present.
INVENTORS OF IDEAS connects the major philosophers' original political and societal views
with current politics and political thought. Significantly revised to give increased coverage to
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the major thinkers, the Third Edition covers the traditional canon of writers. INVENTORS OF
IDEAS gives students the practical and historical foundations with which to look at
contemporary political issues. Important Notice: Media content referenced within the product
description or the product text may not be available in the ebook version.
SCM Briefly 25 Great Philosophers offers a brief guide to the lives, writings and principal
philosophical ideas of some of the world’s great philosophers, from Plato to Jean Paul Sartre.
Here is a brief and accessible introduction to philosophy and its main proponents. In only five
pages, readers get an introduction to the life, the context and the writing of each philosopher. A
glossary of philosophical terms is provided at the end of the book
Explores the role and influence of walking in the lives of such thinkers as Kant, Rousseau,
Nietzsche, Robert Louis Stevenson, Gandhi, and Jack Kerouac.
The thinker and writer Jean-Jacques Rousseau described in himself a restlessness, impulsivity
and distractibility which would today almost certainly warrant diagnosis with Attention Deficit
Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD).In ADHD Confessions: Rousseau as Self Help, Richard Orange
shows how this famed figure of the French Enlightenment harnessed what he called his
"restless temperament" to generate bold, original ideas in fields as diverse as music,
education, literature, autobiography, and political science, influencing both the leaders of the
French Revolution and the writers of the US Constitution. But he also turned his extraordinary
intellect in on his own mind, analysing his restless traits nearly 250 years before they would be
framed as a mental disorder. Orange shows how Confessions, together with Rousseau's two
later autobiographical works, still hold uniquely helpful insights for those wrestling with
restlessness and impulsivity today. Rousseau found his unruly mind agonising, but in later life
he congratulated himself on his decision to work with rather than try to combat his frustrating
traits. He was thankful, he wrote, that he had had the courage to "give in without resistance to
nature's bent." For all the agony, shame and mental turmoil his racing mind brought him, he
saw it as a what made his thinking so unusual and stimulating. As he declared in the
introduction to his Confessions: "If I am no better, at least I am different." Praise for "Was
Rousseau's restless genius a symptom of ADHD?," Richard Orange's previous essay in Aeon
Magazine. "You have entirely convinced me that ADHD offers a good way of describing what
made life so difficult for Rousseau, but also liberated his genius." - Leo Damrosch, Ernest
Bernbaum Professor of Literature Emeritus, Harvard University, and author of Jean-Jacques
Rousseau: Restless Genius."Fascinating read on ADHD. It's a slam-dunk that the
characteristics of Jean-Jacques Rousseau point to ADHD." - Dr Ned Hallowell, ADHD
psychiatrist and New York Times bestselling author of ADHD self-help book Delivered from
Distraction. "ADHD wiring in the mind of Jean-Jacques Rousseau inspired not only the French
Revolution, but the American experiment as well. The Enlightenment as we know it may have
been very different, far less transformational, had Rousseau not had ADHD." -- Thom
Hartmann, Radio Host and author of Adult ADHD, How to Succeed as a Hunter in a Farmer's
World.
This book provides an authoritative, yet accessible guide to the Philosophy of Education, its
scope, its key thinkers and movements, and its potential contribution to a range of educational
concerns. The text offers a balanced view of three key dimensions: first, in giving an equal
weight to different styles and modes of philosophy; second, by including past and present
perspectives on philosophy of education; and third, in covering both the general "perennial"
issues in philosophy and issues of more contemporary concern. Section one of the book
exemplifies different styles of philosophy, paying attention to the contemporary debates as to
the nature, possibilities and limitations of these different approaches to philosophy of
education. Section two is devoted to particular thinkers of the past, and more general coverage
of the history of philosophy of education. Section three is dedicated to contemporary
philosophic thought on education, providing the basis and reference point for an exploration of
Page 6/8

Download Free Jean Jacques Rousseau Restless Genius Leo Damrosch
contemporary issues. The handbook is designed primarily to be useful to students studying the
field of philosophy of education, in the context of the study of educational foundations or
theory. But it is also designed to be of use to practising teachers who wish to gain easy access
to current philosophical thinking on particular contemporary educational issues, and to
educationalists of all types who want a succinct guide to questions relating to the nature, the
history, and the current state of the art of philosophy of education. Visit Richard Bailey's
website : here
Jonathan Swift is best remembered today as the author of "Gulliver's Travels"," " the satiric
fantasy that quickly became a classic and has remained in print for nearly three centuries. Yet
Swift also wrote many other influential works, was a major political and religious figure in his
time, and became a national hero, beloved for his fierce protest against English exploitation of
his native Ireland. What is really known today about the enigmatic man behind these
accomplishments? Can the facts of his life be separated from the fictions? In this deeply
researched biography, Leo Damrosch draws on discoveries made over the past thirty years to
tell the story of Swift's life anew. Probing holes in the existing evidence, he takes seriously
some daring speculations about Swift's parentage, love life, and various personal relationships
and shows how Swift's public version of his life--the one accepted until recently--was
deliberately misleading. Swift concealed aspects of himself and his relationships, and other
people in his life helped to keep his secrets.. Assembling suggestive clues, Damrosch renarrates the events of Swift's life while making vivid the sights, sounds, and smells of his
English and Irish surroundings.Through his own words and those of a wide circle of friends, a
complex Swift emerges: a restless, combative, empathetic figure, a man of biting wit and
powerful mind, and a major figure in the history of world letters.
Over a period of forty years, Rousseau combined his devotion to writing with his enthusiasm
for chess, and these two passions necessarily intertwined. Rousseau was able to transfer his
power of concentration and the strict dialectics of his literary writings to his chess strategy. If
Rousseau’s analytical skills influenced his attitude toward the game, then the game of chess
inspired his logic and affected his discourse. Interpreted as a form of rationality, as a
conceptual paradigm, the rules and strategies of chess accurately describe Rousseau’s ideas
for social management, political power, and organization. Reading Jean-Jacques Rousseau
through the Prism of Chess shows that Rousseau’s political theory, though allegedly inspired
by Nature, found a perfect model in a game created by mankind; chess thus became a
reference for his philosophical discourse and practice as well as a method to systematize
Nature and organize society.
Brimming with the fascinating eccentricities of a complex and confusing movement whose
influences continue to resonate deeply, 30 Great Myths About the Romantics adds great clarity
to what we know – or think we know – about one of the most important periods in literary
history. Explores the various misconceptions commonly associated with Romanticism, offering
provocative insights that correct and clarify several of the commonly-held myths about the key
figures of this era Corrects some of the biases and beliefs about the Romantics that have crept
into the 21st-century zeitgeist – for example that they were a bunch of drug-addled atheists
who believed in free love; that Blake was a madman; and that Wordsworth slept with his sister
Celebrates several of the mythic objects, characters, and ideas that have passed down from
the Romantics into contemporary culture – from Blake’s Jerusalem and Keats’s Ode on a
Grecian Urn to the literary genre of the vampire Engagingly written to provide readers with a
fun yet scholarly introduction to Romanticism and key writers of the period, applying the most
up-to-date scholarship to the series of myths that continue to shape our appreciation of their
work
The rise and spectacular fall of the friendship between the two great philosophers of the
eighteenth century, barely six months after they first met, reverberated on both sides of the
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Channel. As the relationship between Jean-Jacques Rousseau and David Hume unraveled, a
volley of rancorous letters was fired off, then quickly published and devoured by aristocrats,
intellectuals, and common readers alike. Everyone took sides in this momentous dispute
between the greatest of Enlightenment thinkers. In this lively and revealing book, Robert
Zaretsky and John T. Scott explore the unfolding rift between Rousseau and Hume. The
authors are particularly fascinated by the connection between the thinkers lives and thought,
especially the way that the failure of each to understand the otherand himselfilluminates the
limits of human understanding. In addition, they situate the philosophers quarrel in the social,
political, and intellectual milieu that informed their actions, as well as the actions of the other
participants in the dispute, such as James Boswell, Adam Smith, and Voltaire. By examining
the conflict through the prism of each philosophers contribution to Western thought, Zaretsky
and Scott reveal the implications for the two men as individuals and philosophers as well as for
the contemporary world.
?????????????????????,????????????????????????,??????,?????????????????;???????,????
??????????????.??????,????????????????????,??????????,?????????????????????,????????
?????????,???????,?????????????????.?????????????????.
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Public academic prize contests-the concours académique-played a significant role in the
intellectual life of Enlightenment France, with aspirants formulating positions on such matters
as slavery, poverty, the education of women, tax reform, and urban renewal and submitting the
resulting essays for scrutiny by panels of judges. In The Enlightenment in Practice, Jeremy L.
Caradonna draws on archives both in Paris and the provinces to show that thousands of
individuals-ranging from elite men and women of letters artisans, and peasants-participated in
these intellectual competitions, a far broader range of people than has been previously
assumed. Caradonna contends that the Enlightenment in France can no longer be seen as a
cultural movement restricted to a small coterie of philosophers or a limited number of printed
texts. Moreover, Caradonna demonstrates that the French monarchy took academic
competitions quite seriously, sponsoring numerous contests on such practical matters as
deforestation, the quality of drinking water, and the nighttime illumination of cities. In some
cases, the contests served as an early mechanism for technology transfer: the state used
submissions to identify technical experts to whom it could turn for advice. Finally, the author
shows how this unique intellectual exercise declined during the upheavals of the French
Revolution, when voicing moderate public criticism became a rather dangerous act.
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