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Introduction To English Legal
History
In This Book A Well-Known Historian Offers A Critical
Study Of A New Aspect Of Modern Indian History: The
Gradual Introduction Of English Law Into India From The
Advent Of The East India Company Till The Culmination
Of The Period Of Codification In The Closing Years Of
The Nineteenth Century. Special Stress Has Been Laid
On The Impact Of English Law On Administration,
Economy, Society And Constitutional Development. New
Light Has Been Thrown Not Only On The Development
Of Legal, Judicial And Constitutional Systems But Also
On The Complex Historical Process Of The Emergence
Of Modern India.
This is a comprehensively revised and updated fifth
edition of the definitive history of the development of the
common law in England.
Firmly anchored in social science concepts, the second
edition of The American Legal System demonstrates the
relationships among private law, the business legal
environment, and public law issues, as well as related
subjects of interest. This fifteen-chapter book is divided
into three parts. Part I places the legal system in a
political perspective centering on the origins of the law,
schools of jurisprudence, branches and functions of law,
legitimacy of law, how the judiciary functions in the
federal system of government, and judicial interpretation
and decision making. Part II contrasts legal processes:
civil suits for money damages, criminal processes, equity
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justice, administrative processes, and alternative dispute
resolution. Part III centers on the legal norms or rules
governing both civil and criminal conduct, property law,
family law, contract law, and government regulation of
business. Throughout, the text features edited court
opinions--many new to this edition--illustrating lively and
thought-provoking controversies that are certain to spark
student interest. Among the many compelling issues
addressed are the legal and constitutional controversies
surrounding the Bush Administration's "War on Terror,"
and the socially explosive developments concerning
same-sex marriage. In addition, each chapter includes at
least three comparative notes showing how other legal
cultures in different nation-states treat legal matters. A
wealth of pedagogical features--chapter-opening
objectives; key terms, names, and concepts; a glossary,
discussion questions, and appendices--are included to
aid student comprehension. The authors have prepared
an Instructor's Manual and Test Bank to facilitate the
book's use in the classroom.
A Festschrift in honour of Professor Sir John Baker,
presented by leading scholars on the sources of English
legal history.
Comprehensive and accessible, this book offers a
concise synthesis of the evolution of the law in Western
Europe, from ancient Rome to the beginning of the
twentieth century. It situates law in the wider framework
of Europe's political, economic, social and cultural
developments. Offering a readily graspable and sound
structure, chapters are organized according to the civil
law systems and common law systems. Each chapter is
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built around the evolution of the four sources of the law:
legal science, legislation, courts and customary law, set
chronologically against the relevant historical context.
Throughout this in-depth presentation of the key
determinants in European legal history, Bart Wauters
and Marco de Benito allow readers to understand how
the law arose and evolved in Europe as a shared
language, of which its different national laws are but
dialectal expressions - with the unique exception,
perhaps, of English common law, whose peculiarity is
likewise due to accidents of history which are themselves
explored. With its elegant comparative approach, this
book will appeal to European Law students and scholars
looking for a concise, yet academically sound, account of
the history of law in Europe.
Fully revised and updated, this classic text provides the
authoritative introduction to the history of the English
common law. The book traces the development of the
principal features of English legal institutions and
doctrines from Anglo-Saxon times to the present and,
combined with Baker and Milsom's Sources of Legal
History, offers invaluable insights into the development of
the common law of persons, obligations, and property,
and also of criminal and public law. It is an essential
reference point for all lawyers, historians and students
seeking to understand the evolution of English law over a
millennium. The book provides an introduction to the
main characteristics, institutions, and doctrines of
English law over the longer term - particularly the
evolution of the common law before the extensive
statutory changes and regulatory regimes of the last two
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centuries. It explores how legal change was brought
about in the common law and how judges and lawyers
managed to square evolution with respect for inherited
wisdom.
This book traces the various strands of Wales's legal history
from its beginnings to the present day, identifying and
assessing the importance of the native Welsh, Roman and
English influences to Wales's legal social identity. Wales has
been served by a variety of legal systems and laws over the
last two millennia. These include the civil law of Rome, which
was to be the basis of the laws of much of modern Europe,
and the English common law, which was to govern much of
the English-speaking world. Alongside these influences, the
customs of the native Welsh people maintained an important
role not only until Wales was united legally with England in
the sixteenth century but through to the nineteenth-century
abolition of Wales's own law courts, the Great Sessions.
Since then, the separate legal identity of Wales as witnessed
by its legal history has played a significant part in the rise of
national consciousness and the emergence of new, distinctly
Welsh, legal institutions such as the National Assembly at the
end of the twentieth century.
The history of the Common Law is not just a history of legal
doctrine. It is also the history of the courts where that doctrine
was shaped and of the lawyers, judges and clerks who ran
the courts and made and applied legal rules in particular
cases. This book, which brings together both published and
unpublished essays, reflects this broader understanding of
legal history. It complements the author's The Origins of the
English Legal Profession. Paul Brand describes the early
history of the legal profession in both England and Ireland
and uncovers fresh evidence on the beginnings of
professional education. He reevaluates the significance of
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major changes in the organisation of the English courts in
Henry II's reign and the transformation of the English judiciary
which took place during the second half of the thirteenth
century, periods of key importance in the shaping of the
English legal system. Other essays review the contribution
made to legal literature by Ralph de Hengham, the best
known royal judge of the reign of Edward I, and shed new
light on the life and times of Thomas Weyland, 'chief justice
and felon'. An essay on the twelfth-century origins of English
land law provides a critical introduction to the work of S.F.C.
Milsom for the non-specialist. Different mechanisms of legal
change at work in the thirteenth century are examined in
studies of the drafting of legislation, on the modification of
Common Law remedies for unjust distraint of tenants by their
lords and on the introduction of controls on alienations in
mortmain.
Sources of English Legal History fills the need for a source
book illustrating the development of English private law to
1750 and promises to be the definitive work in its area. The
book makes available much source material and original
documentation that has hitherto been unavailable or
inaccessible. It may be used as a companion volume to An
Introduction to English Legal History and Milsom: Historical
Foundations of the Common Law.
Revisiting Maitland's celebrated inaugural lecture, Professor
Baker suggests that English legal history cannot be properly
written until the original sources have been found and made
accessible. He raises questions about the relationship
between the sources that legal historians use and their
fundamental assumptions. He challenges the assumption that
English lawyers have always given the same weight to judicial
decision-making as they do today, an assumption that leads
to a history based heavily on case-law rather than a
perception of the law as a body of shared learning and
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practical experience.
Water resources were central to England's precocious
economic development in the thirteenth and sixteenth
centuries, and then again in the industrial, transport, and
urban revolutions of the late eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries. Each of these periods saw a great deal of legal
conflict over water rights, often between domestic,
agricultural, and manufacturing interests competing for
access to flowing water. From 1750 the common-law courts
developed a large but unstable body of legal doctrine,
specifying strong property rights in flowing water attached to
riparian possession, and also limited rights to surface and
underground waters. The new water doctrines were built from
older concepts of common goods and the natural rights of
ownership, deriving from Roman and Civilian law, together
with the English sources of Bracton and Blackstone. Water
law is one of the most Romanesque parts of English law,
demonstrating the extent to which Common and Civilian law
have commingled. Water law stands as a refutation of the stillcommon belief that English and European law parted ways
irreversibly in the twelfth century. Getzler also describes the
economic as well as the legal history of water use from early
times, and examines the classical problem of the relationship
between law and economic development. He suggests that
water law was shaped both by the impact of technological
innovations and by economic ideology, but above all by
legalism.
An Introduction to English Legal HistoryOxford University
Press

Comparative legal history is generally understood to
involve the comparison of legal systems in different
countries. This is an experiment in a different kind of
comparison. The legal world of the first Elizabethans
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is separated from that of today by nearly half a
millennium. But the past is not a wholly different
country. The common law is still, in an organic
sense, the same common law as it was in Tudor
times and Parliament is legally the same Parliament.
The concerns of Tudor lawyers turn out to resonate
with those of the present and this book concentrates
on three of them: access to justice, in terms of both
cost and public awareness; the respective roles of
common law and legislation; and the means of
protecting the rule of law through the courts. Central
to the story is the development of judicial review in
the time of Elizabeth I.
These articles supplied what long had been needed
for general readers and for law students- a brief but
comprehensive, accurate but un-technical account of
the origin and growth of English law. ... this series of
articles now forms the best available introduction to
English legal history.
Street on Torts provides an insightful and thorough
treatment of tort law with a focus on key concepts
and clear explanations.
"The Best Available Introduction to English Legal
History" In this work Professor Colby has gathered,
annotated and arranged into a sequential history of
English law numerous essays by Frederic William
Maitland and Francis C. Montague. Each chapter
includes a list of recommended readings. These
articles supplied what long had been needed for
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general readers and for law students-a brief but
comprehensive, accurate but untechnical account of
the origin and growth of English law. ... this series of
articles now forms the best available introduction to
English legal history. James F. Colby, iii Widely
considered the father of legal history, Frederic
William Maitland [1850-1906] was an English jurist
and historian best known for the standard The
History of English Law Before the Time of Edward I,
2 vol. (1895), written with Sir Frederick Pollock. He
was educated at Eton and Cambridge and studied at
Lincoln's Inn, London. Maitland was called to the bar
in 1876, then practiced until 1884 when he became a
reader in English law (1884) and professor (1888) at
Cambridge. He founded the Selden Society in 1887.
Hailed for his original outlook on history, his works
profoundly influenced legal scholarship. An
extraordinarily productive career was shortened by
his death from tuberculosis at age 45. Francis C.
Montague [1858-1935] was a Professor of History at
University College, London and Lecturer in Modern
History, Oriel College, Oxford. He was also the
author of The History of England from the Accession
of James I. to the Restoration (1907) and The
Elements of English Constitutional History from the
Earliest Times to the Present Day (1910). James F.
Colby [1850-1939] taught international law at Yale
Law School from 1883 until 1885. He later taught
history and political economics at Dartmouth
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College, and was Parker Professor of Law and
Political Science at Dartmouth College from
1885-1916 and lectured in jurisprudence and
international law at Boston University Law School
from 1905-1922. CONTENTS CH. I Early English
Law, 600 A.D.-1066 CH. II English Law Under
Norman Rule and the Legal Reforms of Henry II.,
1066-1216 CH. III Growth of Law from Henry II. to
Edward I., 1154-1272 CH. IV Legal reform under
Edward I. and the System of Writs, 1272-1307 CH. V
Growth of Statute and Common Law and Rise of the
Court of Chancery, 1307-1600 CH. VI Completion of
the Common Law and Statutory Reforms after the
Restoration, 1600-1688 CH. VII The Supremacy of
Parliament and Rapid Growth of Statute Law,
1688-1800 CH. VIII Growth of Statute Law and Legal
Reforms in the Nineteenth Century APPENDICES
INDEX
Macpherson's original insights continue to have a
broad and lasting impact on the study of the novel.
The Best Edition of this Classic History: A
Comprehensive Legal History of England from the
Anglo-Saxon Period through the 19th Century.
Theodore Frank Thomas Plucknett [1897-1965]
received his LL.B. from the University of Cambridge
in 1920. He was a Fellow of the British Academy,
Professor of Legal History, University of London, and
Assistant Professor of Legal History at Harvard
University. He was also the author of Early English
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Legal Literature (1958) and Edward I and Criminal
Law (1960). "Professor Plucknett has such a solid
reputation on both sides of the Atlantic that one
expects from his pen only what is scholarly and
accurate... Nor is the expectation likely to be
disappointed in this book. Plucknett's book is not...a
mere epitome of what is to be found elsewhere. He
has explored on his own account many regions of
legal history and, even where the ground has been
already quartered, he has fresh methods of mapping
it. The title which he has chosen is, in view of the
contents of the volume, rather a narrow one. It might
equally well have been A Concise History of English
Law... In conjunction with Readings on the History
and System of the Common Law by Dean
Pound...this book will give an excellent grounding to
the student of English legal history." --Percy H.
Winfield. Harvard Law Review 43 (1929-30)
339-340. "[T]his book, comprehensive yet not
elementary, clear yet inviting further study on the
part of the reader, remains an excellent introduction
to legal history and the study of law."-- Harvard Law
Review 50 (1937-38) 1012. SELECTED CONTENTS
BOOK ONE A General Survey of Legal History Part I
The Crown and the State Part II The Courts and the
Profession Part III Some Factors in Legal History
Book TWO Special Part Part I Procedure Part II
Crime and Tort Part III Real Property Part IV
Contract Part V Equity Part VI Succession Index
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The Civilian Writers of Doctors' Commons, London :
Three Centuries of Juristic Innovation in
Comparative, Commercial and International Law.
Marke, Julius J., Editor. A Catalogue of the Law
Collection at New York University With Selected
Annotations. New York: The Law Center of New
York University, 1953. xxxi, 1372 pp. Reprinted 1999
by The Lawbook Exchange, Ltd. LCCN 99-19939.
ISBN 1-886363-91-9. Cloth. $195. * Reprint of the
massive, well-annotated catalogue compiled by the
librarian of the School of Law at New York
University. Classifies approximately 15,000 works
excluding foreign law, by Sources of the Law, History
of Law and its Institutions, Public and Private Law,
Comparative Law, Jurisprudence and Philosophy of
Law, Political and Economic Theory, Trials,
Biography, Law and Literature, Periodicals and
Serials and Reference Material. With a thorough
subject and author index. This reference volume will
be of continuous value to the legal scholar and
bibliographer, due not only to the works included but
to the authoritative annotations, often citing more
than one source. Besterman, A World Bibliography
of Bibliographies 3461.
This new account of the influence of Magna Carta on
the development of English public law is based
largely on unpublished manuscripts. The story was
discontinuous. Between the fourteenth and sixteenth
centuries the charter was practically a spent force.
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Late-medieval law lectures gave no hint of its later
importance, and even in the 1550s a commentary on
Magna Carta by William Fleetwood was still cast in
the late-medieval mould. Constitutional issues rarely
surfaced in the courts. But a new impetus was given
to chapter 29 in 1581 by the 'Puritan' barrister Robert
Snagge, and by the speeches and tracts of his
colleagues, and by 1587 it was being exploited by
lawyers in a variety of contexts. Edward Coke seized
on the new learning at once. He made extensive
claims for chapter 29 while at the bar, linking it with
habeas corpus, and then as a judge (1606-16) he
deployed it with effect in challenging encroachments
on the common law. The book ends in 1616 with the
lectures of Francis Ashley, summarising the new
learning, and (a few weeks later) Coke's dismissal
for defending too vigorously the liberty of the subject
under the common law.
Maitland, Frederic William and Francis C. Montague.
A Sketch of English Legal History. Edited with Notes
and Appendices by James F. Colby. New York: G.P.
Putnam's Sons, 1915. x, 234pp. Reprinted 1998 by
The Lawbook Exchange, Ltd. LCCN 98-11337. ISBN
1-886363-50-1. Cloth. $50. * In this work Professor
Colby has gathered, annotated and arranged into a
sequential history of English law numerous essays
by Maitland and Montague.
Leading historical research analysing the history of
judges and judging, allowing comparisons between
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British, American, Commonwealth and Civil Law
jurisdictions.
This volume is a collection of essays written by
Samuel E. Thorne, former legal historian and
professor at the Harvard Law School. Professor
Thorne was considered an authority on English legal
history and common law up to the 12th century.
Bringing together essays on topics such as Henry I's
coronation charter, English feudalism, the early
history of the Inns of Court, sovereignty and the
conflict of laws and Tudor social transformation, as
well as the life and writings of key figures such as
Henry de Bracton and Sir Edward Coke, this
collection is the essential companion to Professor
Thorne's work in the field.
??????,????:?????????????????,?????????,????????,??????
??.
First edition published in 1923 under title : An introduction to
the history of English law.
Section V. The foundation law (p. 247-63) outlines English
legal principles of colonisation and introduction of English law
in Australia; influence of international jurists, esp. Vattel;
instructions to Capt. Cook, proclamations of colonies;
Batmans treaty and its voiding; early application of English
law to Aborigines in Tasmania and New South Wales.
This is a study of the central role of history in late nineteenthcentury American legal thought. In the decades following the
Civil War, the founding generation of professional legal
scholars in the United States drew from the evolutionary
social thought that pervaded Western intellectual life on both
sides of the Atlantic. Their historical analysis of law as an
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inductive science rejected deductive theories and supported
moderate legal reform, conclusions that challenge
conventional accounts of legal formalism. Unprecedented in
its coverage and its innovative conclusions about major
American legal thinkers from the Civil War to the present, the
book combines transatlantic intellectual history, legal history,
the history of legal thought, historiography, jurisprudence,
constitutional theory and the history of higher education.
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