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Excerpt from A History of the Peninsular War, Vol. 1:
1807-1809, From the Treaty of Fontainebleau to the Battle of
Corunna I have worked at the Record Office on the British
official papers of the first years of the war, especially noting
all the passages which are omitted in the printed dispatches
of Moore and other British generals. The suppressed
paragraphs (always placed within brackets marked with a
pencil) contain a good deal of useful matter, mainly criticisms
on individuals which it would not have been wise to publish at
the time. There are a considerable number of intercepted
French dispatches in the collection, and a certain amount of
correspondence with the Spaniards which contains facts and
figures generally unknown. Among the most interesting are
the letters of General Leith, who was attached to the head
quarters of Blake; in them I found by far the best account of
the operations of the Army of Galicia in Oct. - Nov., 1808,
which I have come upon. About the Publisher Forgotten
Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic
books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a
reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books
uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the
work, preserving the original format whilst repairing
imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an
imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing
page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however,
repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any
imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the
state of such historical works.
Excerpt from History of the Peninsular War, Vol. 1 of 3 A list
of the printed documents which have been consulted in this
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work will be appended to the last volume. For the private
sources of information which have been open to him, the
author must content himself here with making a general
acknowledgement. They are such as might entitle him to
assert, that since the publication of Strada's Decades, no
history com posed by one who was not an actor in it, has
appeared with higher claims to authority. About the Publisher
Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare
and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com
This book is a reproduction of an important historical work.
Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally
reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst
repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare
cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or
missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do,
however, repair the vast majority of imperfections
successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally
left to preserve the state of such historical works.
The second volume of this work has swelled to an even
greater bulk than its predecessor. Its size must be attributed
to two main causes: the first is the fact that a much greater
number of original sources, both printed and unprinted, are
available for the campaigns of 1809 than for those of 1808.
The second is that the war in its second year had lost the
character of comparative unity which it had possessed in its
first. Napoleon, on quitting Spain in January, left behind him
as a legacy to his brother a comprehensive plan for the
conquest of the whole Peninsula. But that plan was, from the
first, impracticable: and when it had miscarried, the fighting in
every region of the theatre of war became local and isolated.
Neither the harassed and distracted French King at Madrid,
nor the impotent Spanish Junta at Seville, knew how to
combine and co-ordinate the operations of their various
armies into a single logical scheme. Ere long, six or seven
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campaigns were taking place simultaneously in different
corners of the Peninsula, each of which was practically
independent of the others. Every French and Spanish general
fought for his own hand, with little care for what his
colleagues were doing: their only unanimity was that all alike
kept urging on their central governments the plea that their
own particular section of the war was more critical and
important than any other. If we look at the month of May,
1809, we find that the following six disconnected series of
operations were all in progress at once, and that each has to
be treated as a separate unit, rather than as a part of one
great general scheme of strategy—(1) Soult’s campaign
against Wellesley in Northern Portugal, (2) Ney’s invasion of
the Asturias, (3) Victor’s and Cuesta’s movements in
Estremadura, (4) Sebastiani’s demonstrations against
Venegas in La Mancha, (5) Suchet’s contest with Blake in
Aragon, (6) St. Cyr’s attempt to subdue Catalonia. When a
war has broken up into so many fractions, it becomes not only
hard to follow but very lengthy to narrate. Fortunately for the
historian and the student, a certain amount of unity is
restored in July, mainly owing to the fact that the master-mind
of Wellesley has been brought to bear upon the situation.
When the British general attempted to combine with the
Spanish armies of Estremadura and La Mancha for a
common march upon Madrid, the whole of the hostile forces
in the Peninsula [with the exception of those in Aragon and
Catalonia] were once more drawn into a single scheme of
operations. Hence the Talavera campaign is the central fact
in the annals of the Peninsular War for the year 1809. I trust
that it will not be considered that I have devoted a
disproportionate amount of space to the setting forth and
discussion of the various problems which it involved. The
details of the battle of Talavera itself have engaged my
special attention. I thought it worth while to go very carefully
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over the battle-field, which fortunately remains much as it was
in 1809. A walk around it explained many difficulties, but
suggested certain others, which I have done my best to solve.
To be continue in this ebook...
The 180714 war in the Iberian Peninsula was one of the most
significant and influential campaigns of the Napoleonic Wars.
Sir Charles Oman's classic 7-volume history of the Peninsular
War is one of the most important histories of the period ever
written. The work of a brilliant historian and writer, it presents
a large amount of detailed and valuable information in a very
readable style. Volume 7 covers the period between August
1813 and the end of hostilities in April 1814, when Napoleon's
forces were finally expelled from the Iberian Peninsula.
Wellington's army invaded southern France, only halting its
operations when news was received of Napoleon's
abdication. The events covered include the British siege and
capture of St. Sebastian; the final campaigning in eastern
Spain; Wellington's invasion of France; and the last actions of
the war in the Battle of Toulouse and the French sortie from
Bayonne. A chapter on the place of the Peninsular War in
history concludes Oman's monumental work.
A History of the Peninsular WarSeptember 1809 to December
1810, Ocaña, Cádiz, Bussaco, Torres VedrasGreenhill
Books/Lionel Leventhal

This is a reproduction of a book published before 1923.
This book may have occasional imperfections such as
missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks,
etc. that were either part of the original artifact, or were
introduced by the scanning process. We believe this
work is culturally important, and despite the
imperfections, have elected to bring it back into print as
part of our continuing commitment to the preservation of
printed works worldwide. We appreciate your
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understanding of the imperfections in the preservation
process, and hope you enjoy this valuable book. ++++
The below data was compiled from various identification
fields in the bibliographic record of this title. This data is
provided as an additional tool in helping to ensure edition
identification: ++++ A History Of The Peninsular War,
Volume 5; A History Of The Peninsular War; Charles
Oman Charles Oman Clarendon Press, 1914 History;
Military; General; History / Europe / Spain & Portugal;
History / Military / General; History / Military / Other;
Peninsular War, 1807-1814
Masséna's Retreat, Fuentes de Oñoro, Albuera,
Tarragona Volume IV covers the period during which
Portugal was finally secured from the danger of French
conquest. French successes in Spain continued, but the
army under Masséna was forced finally to retreat from
Portugal. The Allied offensive began to gather
momentum, although their attempt to recapture Badajoz
was unsuccessful. Beresford's campaign on the southern
frontier of Portugal included one of the hardest-fought
actions of the era, the Battle of Albuera, and Graham's
victory at Barrosa aided the long-running defence of
Cadiz against the French siege. Wellington saw victory
at Fuentes de Oñoro, and smaller scale successes for
the British Army also occurred at El Bodon, Sabugal and
Arroyo dos Molinos.
This historic book may have numerous typos and
missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free
scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from
the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1903 edition.
Excerpt: ... SECTION XIV WELLESLEY'S CAMPAIGN
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IN NORTHERN PORTUGAL CHAPTER I SIR ARTHUR
WELLESLEY On Nov. 25, 1808, Sir John Moore, in
answer to a question from Lord Castlereagh, wrote the
following conclusions as to the practicability of defending
Portugal 1: 'I can say generally that the frontier of
Portugal is not defensible against a superior force. It is
an open frontier, all equally rugged, but all equally to be
penetrated. If the French succeed in Spain it will be vain
to attempt to resist them in Portugal. The Portuguese are
without a military force ... no dependence can be placed
on any aid that they can give. The British must in that
event, I conceive, immediately take steps to evacuate
the country. Lisbon is the only port, and therefore the
only place from whence the army, with its stores, can
embark. . . . We might check the progress of the enemy
while the stores are embarking, and arrangements are
being made for taking off the army. Beyond this the
defence of Lisbon or of Portugal should not be thought
of.' Four months later, on March 7, 1809, Sir Arthur
Wellesley answered the same question, put to him by the
same minister, in very different terms. 1 In common
fairness to Moore, it is necessary to quote Wellesley's
own words on their fundamental difference of opinion as
to the possibility of defending Portugal. 'I have as much
respect as any man can have for the opinion and
judgement of Sir J. Moore, and 1 should mistrust my own
(if opposed to his) in a case where he had an opportunity
of knowing and considering. But he positively knew
nothing of Portugal, and could WELLESLEY AND THE
DEFENCE OF PORTUGAL 287 'I have always been of
opinion that Portugal might be defended, whatever might
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be the result of the contest in Spain, and that in...
Illustrated with 18 maps and illustrations The 1807-14
war in the Iberian Peninsula was one of the most
significant and influential campaigns of the Napoleonic
Wars. Arising from Napoleon's strategic need to impose
his rule over Portugal and Spain, it evolved into a
constant drain on his resources. Sir Charles Oman's
seven-volume history of the campaign is an unrivalled
and essential work. His extensive use and analysis of
French, Spanish, Portuguese and British participants'
accounts and archival material, together with his own
inspection of the battlefields, provides a comprehensive
and balanced account of this most important episode in
Napoleonic military history. Between August 1813 and
the end of hostilities in April 1814, Napoleon's forces
were finally expelled from the Iberian Peninsula.
Wellington's army invaded southern France, only halting
its operations when news was received of Napoleon's
abdication. The events covered in this volume include
the British siege and capture of St Sebastian; the final
campaigning in eastern Spain; Wellington's invasion of
France; and the last actions of the war in the Battle of
Toulouse and the French sortie from Bayonne. A chapter
on the place of the Peninsular War in history concludes
Oman's monumental work.
Now back in print, this new and revised edition of The
Peninsular War Atlas has added new and updated maps
and content to reflect the latest research into the long
struggle for control of the Iberian Peninsula, all in an
attractive slip case gift package. Colonel Nick
Lipscombe, who is based in Spain and is the chairman of
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the Peninsular War 200 organization, has used his
unique perspective to make this new edition the very
best study of the subject on the market. The Peninsular
War saw some of the bloodiest fighting of the Napoleonic
Wars. Over a period of five years it is estimated that half
a million soldiers and civilians were killed in this
bloodbath, however the battles there are far less wellknown than other Napoleonic battles like Waterloo.
Despite the exposure given this theatre in the Sharpe
novels, the soldiers who fought there have received little
public recognition. The bicentennial commemorations of
this war aim to bring the war to wider recognition,
bringing the Spanish, Portuguese and British together in
remembering the dead, and re-examining the war in a
balanced way.
Though pressed many times to write about his battles
and campaigns, the Duke of Wellington always replied
that people should refer to his published dispatches, and
he refused to add further to his official correspondence,
famously remarking that: 'The history of a battle, is not
unlike the history of a ball. Some individuals may
recollect all the little events of which the great result is
the battle won or lost, but no individual can recollect the
order in which, or the exact moment at which, they
occurred, which makes all the difference as to their value
or importance.' Yet Wellington did, in effect, write a
history of the Peninsular War in the form of four lengthy
memoranda, summarizing the conduct of the war in
1809, 1810 and 1811 respectively. These lengthy
accounts demonstrate Wellington's unmatched
appreciation of the nature of the war in Spain and
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Portugal, and relate to the operations of the French and
Spanish forces as well as the Anglo-Portuguese army
under his command. Unlike personal diaries or journals
written by individual soldiers, with their inevitably limited
knowledge, Wellington was in an unparalleled position to
provide a comprehensive overview of the war. Equally,
the memoranda were written as the war unfolded, not
tainted with the knowledge of hindsight, providing a
unique contemporaneous commentary. Brought together
by renowned historian Stuart Reid with reports and key
dispatches from the other years of the campaign, the
result is the story of the Peninsular War told through the
writings of the man who knew and understood the
conflict in Iberia better than any other. These
memoranda and dispatches have never been published
before in a single connected narrative. Therefore,
Wellington's History of the Peninsular War 1808-1814
offers a uniquely accessible perspective on the conflict in
the own words of Britain's greatest general.
A History Of The Peninsular War. Vol. IV. is a classic
history of the Peninsular War.
For centuries Spain had been the most feared and
predatory power in Europe - it had the largest empire
and one of the world's great navies to defend it. Nothing
could have prepared the Spanish for the devastating
implosion of 1805-14. Trafalgar destroyed its navy and
the country degenerated into a brutalized shambles with
French and British armies marching across it at will. The
result was a war which killed over a million Spaniards
and ended its empire. This book is the first in a
generation to come to terms with this spectacular and
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terrible conflict, immortalised by Goya and the arena in
which Wellington and his redcoats carved out one of the
greatest episodes in British military history.
Excerpt from A History of the Peninsular War, Vol. 2:
Jan.-Sept. 1809, From the Battle of Corunna to the End
of the Talavera Campaign Neither Napier nor any other
historian of the Peninsular War has gone into the
question of Beresford's reorganization of the Portuguese
army. Comparing English and Portuguese documents, I
have succeeded in working it out, and trust that Chapter
III of Section XIII, and Appendix No. V, may suffice to
demonstrate Beresford's very real services to the allied
cause. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes
hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find
more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a
reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten
Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally
reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst
repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare
cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish
or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do,
however, repair the vast majority of imperfections
successfully; any imperfections that remain are
intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical
works.
It is many years since an attempt has been made in
England to deal with the general history of the Peninsular
War. Several interesting and valuable diaries or memoirs
of officers who took part in the great struggle have been
published of late, but no writer of the present generation
has dared to grapple with the details of the whole of the
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seven years of campaigning that lie between the Dos
Mayo and Toulouse. Napier’s splendid work has held
the field for sixty years. Meanwhile an enormous bulk of
valuable material has been accumulating in English,
French, and Spanish, which has practically remained
unutilized. Papers, public and private, are accessible
whose existence was not suspected in the ’thirties; an
infinite number of autobiographies and reminiscences
which have seen the light after fifty or sixty years of
repose in some forgotten drawer, have served to fill up
many gaps in our knowledge. At least one formal history
of the first importance, that of General Arteche y Moro,
has been published. I fancy that its eleven volumes are
practically unknown in England, yet it is almost as
valuable as Toreño’s Guerra de la Independencia in
enabling us to understand the purely Spanish side of the
war. I trust therefore that it will not be considered
presumptuous for one who has been working for some
ten or fifteen years at the original sources to endeavour
to summarize in print the results of his investigations; for
I believe that even the reader who has already devoted a
good deal of attention to the Peninsular War will find a
considerable amount of new matter in these pages. My
resolve to take in hand a general history of the struggle
was largely influenced by the passing into the hands of
All Souls College of the papers of one of its most
distinguished fellows, the diplomatist Sir Charles
Vaughan. Not only had Vaughan unique opportunities for
observing the early years of the Peninsular War, but he
turned them to the best account, and placed all his
observations on record. I suppose that there was seldom
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a man who had a greater love for collecting and filing
information. His papers contain not only his own diaries
and correspondence, but an infinite number of notes
made for him by Spanish friends on points which he
desired to master, and a vast bulk of pamphlets,
proclamations, newspapers, and tables of statistics,
carefully bound together in bundles, which (as far as I
can see) have not been opened between the day of his
death and that on which they passed, by a legacy from
his last surviving relative, into the possession of his old
college. Vaughan landed at Corunna in September,
1808, in company with Charles Stuart, the first English
emissary to the Central Junta. He rode with Stuart to
Madrid and Aranjuez, noting everything that he saw,
from Roman inscriptions to the views of local Alcaldes
and priests on the politics of the day. He contrived to
interview many persons of importance—for example, he
heard from Cuesta’s own lips of his treasonable plot to
overthrow the Junta, and he secured a long conversation
with Castaños as to the Capitulation of Baylen, from
which I have extracted some wholly new facts as to that
event. He then went to Aragon, where he stayed three
weeks in the company of the Captain-General Joseph
Palafox. Not only did he cross-question Palafox as to all
the details of his famous defence of Saragossa, but he
induced San Genis (the colonel who conducted the
engineering side of the operations) to write him a
memorandum, twelve pages long, as to the character
and system of his work. Vaughan accompanied Palafox
to the front in November, but left the Army of Aragon a
day before the battle of Tudela. Hearing of the disaster
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from the fugitives of Castaños’s army, he resolved to
take the news to Madrid. To be continue in this ebook...
Excerpt from History of the Peninsular War, Vol. 2 of 6
He is recalled towards Lisbon Insubordination of the
people at Porto Design of a military usurpation in that city
The conspirators are seized Disturbances at Braganza.
About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds
of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at
www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of
an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses stateof-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work,
preserving the original format whilst repairing
imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an
imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing
page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however,
repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any
imperfections that remain are intentionally left to
preserve the state of such historical works.
This work has been selected by scholars as being
culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of
civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced
from the original artifact, and remains as true to the
original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the
original copyright references, library stamps (as most of
these works have been housed in our most important
libraries around the world), and other notations in the
work. This work is in the public domain in the United
States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the
United States, you may freely copy and distribute this
work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a
copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a
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historical artifact, this work may contain missing or
blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars
believe, and we concur, that this work is important
enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made
generally available to the public. We appreciate your
support of the preservation process, and thank you for
being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive
and relevant.
This is a reproduction of a book published before 1923.
This book may have occasional imperfections such as
missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks,
etc. that were either part of the original artifact, or were
introduced by the scanning process. We believe this
work is culturally important, and despite the
imperfections, have elected to bring it back into print as
part of our continuing commitment to the preservation of
printed works worldwide. We appreciate your
understanding of the imperfections in the preservation
process, and hope you enjoy this valuable book. ++++
The below data was compiled from various identification
fields in the bibliographic record of this title. This data is
provided as an additional tool in helping to ensure edition
identification: ++++ A History Of The Peninsular War,
Volume 6; A History Of The Peninsular War; John
Alexander Hall Charles Oman, John Alexander Hall
Clarendon Press, 1922 History; Military; General; History
/ Europe / Spain & Portugal; History / Military / General;
History / Military / Other; Peninsular War, 1807-1814
Illustrated with 9 maps and 2 portraits The 1807-14 war
in the Iberian Peninsula was one of the most significant
and influential campaigns of the Napoleonic Wars.
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Arising from Napoleon's strategic need to impose his rule
over Portugal and Spain, it evolved into a constant drain
on his resources. Sir Charles Oman's seven-volume
history of the campaign is an unrivalled and essential
work. His extensive use and analysis of French, Spanish,
Portuguese and British participants' accounts and
archival material, together with his own inspection of the
battlefields, provides a comprehensive and balanced
account of this most important episode in Napoleonic
military history. The first part of this classic work provides
the background to the war and its origins, and covers the
early stages of the conflict. Introducing the subject and
many of its main players, this volume recounts the
French invasion of Portugal and the forcible deposition of
the Spanish royal family, the beginning of Spanish
popular resistance, the arrival of the British in the Iberian
Peninsula, the first victories of Sir Arthur Wellesley (the
future Duke of Wellington), Napoleon's personal
participation in the Spanish campaign, the French
surrender at Baylen, and Sir John Moore's terrible
retreat, ending with his death in the hour of victory at the
Battle of Corunna.
This historic book may have numerous typos and
missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free
scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from
the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1828 edition.
Excerpt: ... General Hospital. Both were stormed and set
Chap, on fire; the sick and the wounded threw
themselves from the windows to escape the flames, J1**,
and the horror of the scene was aggravated by the
maniacs, whose voices raving or singing in paroxysms of
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wilder madness, or crying in vain to be set free, were
heard amid the confusion of dreadful sounds. Many fell
victims to the fire, and some to the indiscriminating fury
of the assailants. Those who escaped were conducted
as prisoners to the Torrero; but when their condition had
been discovered, they were sent back on the morrow, to
take their chance in the siege. After a severe contest and
dreadful carnage, the French forced their way into the
Cozo, in the very centre of the city, and, before the day
closed, were in possession of one half of Zaragoza.
Lefebvre now believed that he had effected his purpose,
and required Palafox to surrender, in a note containing
only these words: "Headquarters, St. Engracia.
Capitulation*!" The heroic Spaniard immediately returned
this reply: "Head-quarters, Zaragoza. War at the knife's
point t!" The contest which was now carried on is unwar;the exampled in history. One side of the Cozo, a
street about as wide as Pall-mall, was possessed by the
French; and, in the centre of it, their general, Verdier,
gave his orders from the Franciscan convent. The
opposite side was main * Quartet-general, Santa En- t
Quartet-general, Zaragoza. gracia. La capitulation.
Guerra al cuchilla. Chap. tained by the Aragonese, who
threw up batteries .at the openings of the cross streets,
within a few l8os, paces of those which the French
erected against August. r them. The intervening space
was presently heaped with dead, either slain upon the
spot, or...
Excerpt from History of the Peninsular War, Vol. 1 of 6
Tions of persons who had been engaged in the war, and
till time enough had been allowed for farther
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consideration and fuller knowledge to correct or confirm
the views and opinions which I had formed upon the
events as they occurred. About the Publisher Forgotten
Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and
classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com
This book is a reproduction of an important historical
work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology
to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original
format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged
copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such
as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our
edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of
imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain
are intentionally left to preserve the state of such
historical works.
The 1807-1814 war in the lberian Peninsula was one of
the most significant and influential campaigns of the
Napoleonic Wars. Arising from Napoleon's strategic
necessity to impose his rule over Portugal and Spain, it
evolved into a constant drain on his resources, Sir
Charles Oman's seven volume history of the campaign is
an unrivalled and essential work. His extensive use and
analysis of French, Spanish, Portuguese and British
participants' accounts and archival material, together
with his own inspection of the battlefields, provides a
comprehensive and balanced account of this most
important episode in Napoleonic military history. Volume
III covers the period from September 1809 to December
1810, when the French were consolidating their hold on
Spain, crushing resistance and attempting to drive the
British out of Portugal. However, they could not wholly
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defeat their opponents.
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