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Henry IV (1399-1413), the son of John of Gaunt, duke of Lancaster, seized the English throne
at the age of thirty-two from his cousin Richard II and held it until his death, aged forty-five,
when he was succeeded by his son, Henry V. This comprehensive and nuanced biography
restores to his rightful place a king often overlooked in favor of his illustrious progeny. Henry
faced the usual problems of usurpers: foreign wars, rebellions, and plots, as well as the
ambitions and demands of the Lancastrian retainers who had helped him win the throne. By
1406 his rule was broadly established, and although he became ill shortly after this and never
fully recovered, he retained ultimate power until his death. Using a wide variety of previously
untapped archival materials, Chris Given-Wilson reveals a cultured, extravagant, and skeptical
monarch who crushed opposition ruthlessly but never quite succeeded in satisfying the
expectations of his own supporters.
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Founder of the Tudor dynasty, Henry VII was a crucial figure in English history. In this
acclaimed study of the king’s life and reign, the distinguished historian S. B. Chrimes explores
the circumstances surrounding Henry’s acquisition of the throne, examines the personnel and
machinery of government, and surveys the king’s social, political, and economic policies, law
enforcement, and foreign strategy. This edition of the book includes a new critical introduction
and bibliographical updating by George Bernard.
In this widely acclaimed biography, Bertram Wolffe challenges the traditional view of Henry VI
as an unworldly, innocent, and saintly monarch and offers instead a finely drawn but critical
portrait of an ineffectual ruler. Drawing on widespread contemporary evidence, Wolffe
describes the failures of Henry's long reign from 1422 to 1471, which included the collapse of
justice, the loss of the French territories, and the final disintegration of his government. He
argues that the posthumous cult of Henry was promoted by Henry VII as a way of excusing his
uncle's political failures while enhancing the image of the dynasty. This edition includes a new
foreword by John Watts that discusses the book and its place in the evolving literature.
Reviews of the earlier edition: "A brilliant biography that brings us as near as we are ever likely
to come to this elusive personality."--Sunday Times (London) "A powerful, compulsively
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readable portrait."--Observer "Much learning, skillfully deployed as here, evokes pleasure as
well as admiration."--R.L. Storey, Times Literary Supplement
The aim of the Hague Yearbook of International Law is to offer a platform for review of new
developments in the field of international law. In addition, it devotes attention to developments
in the international law institutions based in the international City of Peace and Justice, The
Hague.
The Archaeology of the Medieval English Monarchy looks at the period between the reign of
William the Conqueror and that of Henry VIII, bringing together physical evidence for the kings
and their courts. John Steane looks at the symbols of power and regalia including crowns,
seals and thrones. He considers Royal patronage, architecture and ideas on burials and tombs
to unravel the details of their daily lives supported with many illustrations.
This colourful and thoroughly researched history of the Lord Delamere branch of the British
aristocracy focuses on the famous Vale Royal Abbey in Cheshire, England. The Cholmondeley
family, who owned the Abbey throughout the 18th and 19th centuries, are described in lavish
and intimate detail as they maneuvered to maintain, through three generations, their status as
a leading family in the United Kingdom. Beginning in the late 17th century, we follow Charles
Cholmondeley as he served as a member of the King’s army in Canada in the war against the
French. Part I witnesses the ubiquitous Thomas Cholmondeley who purchased the title ‘Lord
(Baron) Delamere’ for £5000 from the British crown in 1821. Part II covers the 2nd Lord
Delamere, Hugh Cholmondeley, who led a very sad and difficult life, and experienced the
deterioration of Vale Royal. Part III reviews the life of Hugh Cholmondeley, Jnr., 3rd Lord
Delamere, his abandonment of Vale Royal Abbey and his relocation to East Africa. Narcissistic
Hugh was part of the notorious “happy valley crowd” of Kenya and their lives of debauchery,
sex and drugs. The Vale Royal Abbey lives on today, a national treasure and testament to the
intriguing lives of those who occupied it over the centuries.
Frank Barlow's magisterial biography, first published in 1970 and now reissued with new
material, rescues Edward the Confessor from contemporary myth and subsequent bogus
scholarship. Disentangling verifiable fact from saintly legend, he vividly re-creates the final
years of the Anglo-Danish monarchy and examines England before the Norman Conquest with
deep insight and great historical understanding. "Deploying all the resources of formidable
scholarship, [Barlow] has recovered the real Edward." — Spectator

Thanks in part to Shakespeare, Henry V is one of England's best-known
monarchs. The image of the king leading his army against the French, and the
great victory at Agincourt, are part of English historical tradition. Yet, though
indeed a soldier of exceptional skill, Henry V's reputation needs to be seen
against a broader background of achievement. This sweepingly majestic book is
based on the full range of primary sources and sets the reign in its full European
context. Christopher Allmand shows that Henry V not only united the country in
war but also provided domestic security, solid government, and a much needed
sense of national pride. The book includes an updated foreword which takes
stock of more recent publications in the field. "A far more rounded picture of
Henry as a ruler than any previous study."--G.L. Harris, The Times
In 2010, David Bates presented the Ford Lectures in British History at the
University of Oxford, and The Normans and Empire is the book which was born
from these lectures. It provides an interpretative analysis of the history of the
cross-Channel empire created by William the Conqueror in 1066 to its end in
1204 when the duchy of Normandy was conquered by the French king, Philip
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Augustus, the so-called 'Loss of Normandy'. This volume emphasizes the crossChannel and Continental dimensions of the subject, and uses modern
approaches to suggest new interpretations. Bates proposes that historians of the
Normans can learn from the methods of social scientists and historians of other
periods of history - such as making use of such tools as life-stories and
biographies - and he employs such methods to offer an interpretative history of
the Normans, as well as a broader history of England, the British Isles, and
Northern France in the eleventh and twelfth centuries.
In his own time Edward IV was seen as an able and successful king who rescued
England from the miseries of civil war and provided the country with firm,
judicious, and popular government. The prejudices of later historians diminished
this high reputation, until recent research confirmed Edward as a ruler of
substantial achievement, whose methods and policies formed the foundation of
early Tudor government. This classic study by Charles Ross places the reign
firmly in the context of late medieval power politics, analyzing the methods by
which a usurper sought to retain his throne and reassert the power of a monarchy
seriously weakened by the feeble rule of Henry VI. Edward's relations with the
politically active classes—the merchants, gentry, and nobility—form a major theme,
and against this background Ross provides an evaluation of the many
innovations in government on which the king's achievement rests.
Edward I—one of the outstanding monarchs of the English Middle
Ages—pioneered legal and parliamentary change in England, conquered Wales,
and came close to conquering Scotland. A major player in European diplomacy
and war, he acted as peacemaker during the 1280s but became involved in a
bitter war with Philip IV a decade later. This book is the definitive account of a
remarkable king and his long and significant reign. Widely praised when it was
first published in 1988, it is now reissued with a new introduction and updated
bibliographic guide. Praise for the earlier edition:"A masterly achievement. . . . A
work of enduring value and one certain to remain the standard life for many
years."—Times Literary Supplement "A fine book: learned, judicious, carefully
thought out and skillfully presented. It is as near comprehensive as any single
volume could be."—History Today "To have died more revered than any other
English monarch was an outstanding achievement; and it is worthily
commemorated by this outstanding addition to the . . . corpus of royal
biographies."—Times Education Supplement
Through the juxtaposition of legal theory and practice and the utilization of
detailed family reconstruction, a comparison of the property, remarriage and
identity of widows in two fundamentally different societies provides a fresh
approach which reconsiders generalizations about widows’ independence.
Fifteen years in the making, a landmark reinterpretation of the life of a pivotal
figure in British and European history In this magisterial addition to the Yale
English Monarchs series, David Bates combines biography and a
multidisciplinary approach to examine the life of a major figure in British and
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European history. Using a framework derived from studies of early medieval
kingship, he assesses each phase of William’s life to establish why so many
trusted William to invade England in 1066 and the consequences of this on the
history of the so-called Norman Conquest after the Battle of Hastings and for
generations to come. A leading historian of the period, Bates is notable for having
worked extensively in the archives of northern France and discovered many
eleventh- and twelfth-century charters largely unnoticed by English-language
scholars. Taking an innovative approach, he argues for a move away from old
perceptions and controversies associated with William’s life and the Norman
Conquest. This deeply researched volume is the scholarly biography for our
generation.
This compelling new biography provides the most authoritative picture yet of King
Stephen, whose reign (1135-1154), with its "nineteen long winters" of civil war,
made his name synonymous with failed leadership. After years of work on the
sources, Edmund King shows with rare clarity the strengths and weaknesses of
the monarch. Keeping Stephen at the forefront of his account, the author also
chronicles the activities of key family members and associates whose loyal
support sustained Stephen's kingship. In 1135 the popular Stephen was elected
king against the claims of the empress Matilda and her sons. But by 1153,
Stephen had lost control over Normandy and other important regions, England
had lost prestige, and the weakened king was forced to cede his family's right to
succession. A rich narrative covering the drama of a tumultuous reign, this book
focuses well-deserved attention on a king who lost control of his destiny.
A life of Matilda—empress, skilled military leader, and one of the greatest figures
of the English Middle Ages Matilda was a daughter, wife, and mother. But she
was also empress, heir to the English crown—the first woman ever to hold the
position—and an able military general. This new biography explores Matilda’s
achievements as military and political leader, and sets her life and career in full
context. Catherine Hanley provides fresh insight into Matilda's campaign to claim
the title of queen, her approach to allied kingdoms and rival rulers, and her role in
the succession crisis. Hanley highlights how Matilda fought for the throne, and
argues that although she never sat on it herself her reward was to see her son
become king. Extraordinarily, her line has continued through every single
monarch of England or Britain from that time to the present day.
Now in its fifth edition, this hugely successful text remains as vivid and readable
as ever. Frank Barlow illuminates every aspect of the Anglo-Norman world, but
the central appeal of the book continues to be its firm narrative structure. Here is
a fascinating story compellingly told. At the beginning of the period he shows us
an England that is still, politically and culturally, on the fringe of the classical
world. By the end of John’s reign, the new world that has emerged was in
outlook, structure and character, recognisable as part of the modern age.
Incorporating the findings of the most recent scholarship in the field – much of it
Barlow’s own – the fifth edition includes new material on the role of women in
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Anglo-Norman England.
Drawing on a range of approaches in cultural, gender and literary studies, this
book presents Chrétien de Troyes's Erec et Enide as a daring and playful
exploration of scandal, terror and anxiety in court cultures. Through an
interdisciplinary reading, it locates Erec et Enide, the first surviving Arthurian
romance in French, in various contexts, from broad cultural and historical
questionings such as medieval vernacular 'modernity's' engagement with the
weight of its classical inheritance, to the culturally fecund and politically turbulent
histories of the families of Eleanor of Aquitaine and Henry II Plantagenet. Where
previous accounts of the tale have not uncommonly presented Chrétien's poem
as a decorous 'resolution' of tensions between dynastic marriage and fin'amors,
between personal desire and social duty, this reading sees these forces as in
permanent and irresolvable tension, the poem's key scenes haunted - whether
mischievously or traumatically - by questions and skeletons from various closets.
Founder of the Tudor dynasty, Henry VII was a crucial figure in English history. In
this acclaimed study of the king's life and reign, the distinguished historian S. B.
Chrimes explores the circumstances surrounding Henry's acquisition of the
throne, examines the personnel and machinery of government, and surveys the
king's social, political, and economic policies, law enforcement, and foreign
strategy. This edition of the book includes a new critical introduction and
bibliographical updating by George Bernard.
The sixty-year reign of George III (1760–1820) witnessed and participated in
some of the most critical events of modern world history: the ending of the Seven
Years’ War with France, the American War of Independence, the French
Revolutionary Wars, the campaign against Napoleon Bonaparte and battle of
Waterloo in 1815, and Union with Ireland in 1801. Despite the pathos of the last
years of the mad, blind, and neglected monarch, it is a life full of importance and
interest. Jeremy Black’s biography deals comprehensively with the politics, the
wars, and the domestic issues, and harnesses the richest range of unpublished
sources in Britain, Germany, and the United States. But, using George III’s own
prolific correspondence, it also interrogates the man himself, his strong religious
faith, and his powerful sense of moral duty to his family and to his nation. Black
considers the king’s scientific, cultural, and intellectual interests as no other
biographer has done, and explores how he was viewed by his contemporaries.
Identifying George as the last British ruler of the Thirteen Colonies, Black reveals
his strong personal engagement in the struggle for America and argues that
George himself, his intentions and policies, were key to the conflict.
Henry II
A new series of bespoke, full-coverage resources developed for the AQA 2015
A/AS Level History. Written for the AQA A/AS Level History specifications for first
teaching from 2015, this print Student Book covers the Royal Authority and the
Angevin Kings, 1154-1216 Depth component. Completely matched to the new
AQA specification, this full-colour Student Book provides valuable background
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information to contextualise the period of study. Supporting students in
developing their critical thinking, research and written communication skills, it
also encourages them to make links between different time periods, topics and
historical themes.
Henry II (1133-1189) was an enigma in his own time and has continued to excite
widely divergent judgments ever since. His quarrel with Archbishop Becket, his
troubled relationships with his sons and with his wife, Eleanor of Aquitaine, and
other dramatic incidents of his reign present rich material for historical novelists,
playwrights, and filmmakers, but with no unanimity of interpretation. This
masterful biography provides a comprehensive reappraisal of Henry II, the man
and king. W. L. Warren explores a full range of contemporary sources to
illuminate the king’s policy and personality as well as the events of his reign.
Henry II’s greatness as a king is not in doubt. From an early age he impressed
his will on a turbulent realm and established new standards of law and order in
seemingly ungovernable territories. He fought and won the first great war over
the balance of power in western Europe, laid the foundations for the growth of
English Common Law and of royal administration, and destroyed the possibility
that the realm might disintegrate into feudal principalities. Warren focuses on the
actions of the king and, while not underrating the importance of the famous crises
of Henry’s reign, gives equal attention to incidents that are little-known but
equally revealing.
Henry I, son of William the Conqueror, ruled from 1100 to 1135, a time of
fundamental change in the Anglo-Norman world. This long-awaited biography,
written by one of the most distinguished medievalists of his generation, offers a
major reassessment of Henry’s character and reign. Challenging the dark and
dated portrait of the king as brutal, greedy, and repressive, it argues instead that
Henry’s rule was based on reason and order. C. Warren Hollister points out that
Henry laid the foundations for judicial and financial institutions usually attributed
to his grandson, Henry II. Royal government was centralized and systematized,
leading to firm, stable, and peaceful rule for his subjects in both England and
Normandy. By mid-reign Henry I was the most powerful king in Western Europe,
and with astute diplomacy, an intelligence network, and strategic marriages of his
children (legitimate and illegitimate), he was able to undermine the various
coalitions mounted against him. Henry strove throughout his reign to solidify the
Anglo-Norman dynasty, and his marriage linked the Normans to the Old English
line. Hollister vividly describes Henry’s life and reign, places them against the
political background of the time, and provides analytical studies of the king and
his magnates, the royal administration, and relations between king and church.
The resulting volume is one that will be welcomed by students and general
readers alike.
Shakespeare's history plays make up nearly a third of his corpus and feature iconic characters
like Falstaff, the young Prince Hal, and Richard III--as well as unforgettable scenes like the
storming of Harfleur. But these plays also present challenges for teachers, who need to help
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students understand shifting dynastic feuds, manifold concepts of political power, and early
modern ideas of the body politic, kingship, and nationhood. Part 1 of this volume, "Materials,"
introduces instructors to the many editions of the plays, the wealth of contextual and critical
writings available, and other resources. Part 2, "Approaches," contains essays on topics as
various as masculinity and gender, using the plays in the composition classroom, and teaching
the plays through Shakespeare's own sources, film, television, and the Web. The essays help
instructors teach works that are poetically and emotionally rich as well as fascinating in how
they depict Shakespeare's vision of his nation's past and present.
The reign of Queen Anne, the last Stuart monarch, was a period of significant progress for the
country: Britain became a major military power on land, the union of England and Scotland
created a united kingdom of Great Britain, and the economic and political basis for the Golden
Age of the eighteenth century was established. However, the queen herself has received little
credit for these achievements and has long been pictured as a weak and ineffectual monarch
dominated by her advisers. This landmark biography of Queen Anne shatters that image and
establishes her as a personality of integrity and invincible stubbornness, the central figure of
her age. Praise for the earlier edition: “A thoughtful and . . . authoritative study, easily the best
thing we have on the Queen. Like Anne herself, it is eminently worthy.”—Angus McInnes,
History “With the appearance of this volume, a generation of revision in Queen Anne studies
comes to fruition.”—Henry Horowitz, American Historical Review “The best kind of biography,
scholarly but sympathetic, as well as highly readable.”—John Kenyon, The Observer “Bold . . .
startling . . . imaginative and persuasive.”—G.C. Gibbs, London Review of Books
Shakespeare and the Middle Ages brings together a distinguished, multidisciplinary group of
scholars to rethink the medieval origins of modernity. Shakespeare provides them with the
perfect focus, since his works turn back to the Middle Ages as decisively as they anticipate the
modern world: almost all of the histories depict events during the Hundred Years War, and
King John glances even further back to the thirteenth-century Angevins; several of the
comedies, tragedies, and romances rest on medieval sources; and there are important
medieval antecedents for some of the poetic modes in which he worked as well. Several of the
essays reread Shakespeare by recovering aspects of his works that are derived from medieval
traditions and whose significance has been obscured by the desire to read Shakespeare as the
origin of the modern. These essays, taken cumulatively, challenge the idea of any decisive
break between the medieval period and early modernity by demonstrating continuities of form
and imagination that clearly bridge the gap. Other essays explore the ways in which
Shakespeare and his contemporaries constructed or imagined relationships between past and
present. Attending to the way these writers thought about their relationship to the past makes it
possible, in turn, to read against the grain of our own teleological investment in the idea of
early modernity. A third group of essays reads texts by Shakespeare and his contemporaries
as documents participating in social-cultural transformation from within. This means attending
to the way they themselves grapples with the problem of change, attempting to respond to new
conditions and pressures while holding onto customary habits of thought and imagination.
Taken together, the essays in this volume revisit the very idea of transition in a refreshingly
non-teleological way.
Henry VIII's forceful personality dominated his age and continues to fascinate our own. In few
other reigns have there been developments of such magnitude—in politics, foreign relations,
religion, and society—that have so radically affected succeeding generations. Above all the
English Reformation and the break with Rome are still felt more than four centuries on. First
published in 1968, J. J. Scarisbrick's Henry VIII remains the standard account, a thorough
exploration of the documentary sources, stylishly written and highly readable. In an updated
foreword, Professor Scarisbrick takes stock of subsequent research and places his classic
account within the context of recent publications. "It is the magisterial quality of J.J.
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Scarisbrick's work that has enabled it to hold the field for so long."—Steve Gunn, Times Literary
Supplement
James II (1633–1701) lacked the charisma of his father, Charles I, but shared his tendency to
dismiss the views of others when they differed from his own. Failing to understand his subjects,
James was also misunderstood by them. In this highly-regarded biography, John Miller
reassesses James II and his reign, drawing on a wide array of primary sources from France,
Italy, and Ireland as well as England. Miller argues that the king had many laudable
attributes--he was brave, loyal, honorable, and hard-working, and he was at least as
benevolent toward his people as his father had been. Yet James’s conversion to Catholicism
fueled the distrust of his Protestant subjects who placed the worst possible construction on his
actions and statements. Although James came to see the securing of religious freedom for
Catholics in the wider context of freedom for all religious minorities, his people naturally
doubted the sincerity of his commitment to toleration. The book explores James’s relations
with the state and society, focusing on the political, diplomatic, and religious issues that
shaped his reign. Miller discusses the human failings, the gulf of understanding between the
king and his subjects, and the sheer bad luck that led to James’s downfall. He also considers
the reasons for James’s lack of interest in recovering his kingdom after his flight to France in
1688. This revised edition of the book includes a substantial new foreword assessing recent
work on the reign. “This is a first-class essay in historical biography. . . . It must displace all
previous lives of James II.”—J. P. Kenyon, Observer
An authoritative life of Edward the Confessor, the monarch whose death sparked the invasion
of 1066 One of the last kings of Anglo-Saxon England, Edward the Confessor regained the
throne for the House of Wessex and is the only English monarch to have been canonized.
Often cast as a reluctant ruler, easily manipulated by his in-laws, he has been blamed for
causing the invasion of 1066—the last successful conquest of England by a foreign power. Tom
Licence navigates the contemporary webs of political deceit to present a strikingly different
Edward. He was a compassionate man and conscientious ruler, whose reign marked an
interval of peace and prosperity between periods of strife. More than any monarch before, he
exploited the mystique of royalty to capture the hearts of his subjects. This compelling
biography provides a much-needed reassessment of Edward’s reign—calling into doubt the
legitimacy of his successors and rewriting the ending of Anglo-Saxon England.
The powerful and innovative King Athelstan reigned only briefly (924-939), yet his
achievements during those eventful 15 years changed the course of English history. In this
biography, Sarah Foot offers the first full account of the king ever written.
Charles Ross assesses the king within the context of his violent age and explores the critical
questions of the reign: why and how Richard Plantagenet usurped the throne; the belief that he
ordered the murder of 'The Princes in the Tower'; the events leading to the battle of Bosworth
in 1485; and the death of the Yorkist dynasty with Richard himself. In a new foreword,
Professor R. A.
This introductory text, the first of its kind, explores the central relationship between the kings of
England and their bishops, from the Norman Conquest to the Magna Carta. Wickson provides
an approachable overview of the scholarship on this key subject, making this an ideal startingpoint for anyone who is studying high medieval England.
In All the King’s Women Jan Rüdiger investigates medieval elite polygyny and its ‘uses’ in
Northern Europe with a comparative perspective on England and France as well as Iberia.
Edward VI was the son of Henry VIII and his second wife, Jane Seymour. He ruled for only six
years (1547-1553) and died at the age of sixteen. But these were years of fundamental
importance in the history of the English state, and in particular of the English church. This new
biography reveals for the first time that, despite his youth, Edward had a significant personal
impact. Jennifer Loach draws a fresh portrait of the boy king as a highly precocious, well
Page 8/10

Acces PDF Henry Ii Yale English Monarchs
educated, intellectually confident, and remarkably decisive youth, with clear views on the future
of the English church. Loach also offers a new understanding of Edward’s health, arguing that
the cause of his death was a severe infection of the lungs rather than tuberculosis, the
commonly accepted diagnosis. The author views Edward not as a sickly child but as a healthy
and vigorous boy, devoted to hunting and tournaments like any young aristocrat of the day.
This book tells the story of the monarch and of his time. It supplies the dramatic context in
which the short reign of Edward VI was played out—the momentous religious changes, factional
fights, and popular risings. And it offers vivid details on Edward’s increasing absorption in
politics, his consciousness of his role as supreme head of the English church, his
determination to lay the foundation for a Protestant regime, and how his failure in this ambition
brought England to the brink of civil war.
William II, better known as William Rufus, was the third son of William the Conqueror and
England’s king for only 13 years (1087–1100) before he was mysteriously assassinated. In
this vivid biography, here updated and reissued with a new preface, Frank Barlow reveals an
unconventional, flamboyant William Rufus—a far more attractive and interesting monarch than
previously believed. Weaving an intimate account of the life of the king into the wider history of
Anglo-Norman government, Barlow shows how William confirmed royal power in England,
restored the ducal rights in France, and consolidated the Norman conquest. A boisterous man,
William had many friends and none of the cold cruelty of most medieval monarchs. He was
famous for his generosity and courage and generally known to be homosexual. Licentious,
eccentric, and outrageous, his court was attacked at the time by Anselm, archbishop of
Canterbury, and later by censorious historians. This highly readable account of William Rufus
and his brief but important reign is an essential volume for readers with an interest in AngloSaxon and medieval history or in the lives of extraordinary monarchs.
Richard II is one of the most enigmatic of English kings. Shakespeare depicted him as a tragic
figure, an irresponsible, cruel monarch who nevertheless rose in stature as the substance of
power slipped from him. By later writers he has been variously portrayed as a half-crazed
autocrat or a conventional ruler whose principal errors were the mismanagement of his nobility
and disregard for the political conventions of his age. This book—the first full-length biography
of Richard in more than fifty years—offers a radical reinterpretation of the king. Nigel Saul paints
a picture of Richard as a highly assertive and determined ruler, one whose key aim was to
exalt and dignify the crown. In Richard's view, the crown was threatened by the factiousness of
the nobility and the assertiveness of the common people. The king met these challenges by
exacting obedience, encouraging lofty new forms of address, and constructing an elaborate
system of rule by bonds and oaths. Saul traces the sources of Richard's political ideas and
finds that he was influenced by a deeply felt orthodox piety and by the ideas of the civil
lawyers. He shows that, although Richard's kingship resembled that of other rulers of the
period, unlike theirs, his reign ended in failure because of tactical errors and contradictions in
his policies. For all that he promoted the image of a distant, all-powerful monarch, Richard II's
rule was in practice characterized by faction and feud. The king was obsessed by the search
for personal security: in his subjects, however, he bred only insecurity and fear. A revealing
portrait of a complex and fascinating figure, the book is essential reading for anyone with an
interest in the politics and culture of the English middle ages.
The first in a ground-breaking two-volume history of Henry III's rule "Professor Carpenter is
one of Britain's foremost medievalists...No one knows more about Henry, and a lifetime of
scholarship is here poured out, elegantly and often humorously. This is a fine, judicious,
illuminating work that should be the standard study of the reign for generations to come."--Dan
Jones, The Sunday Times Nine years of age when he came to the throne in 1216, Henry III
had to rule within the limits set by the establishment of Magna Carta and the emergence of
parliament. Pacific, conciliatory, and deeply religious, Henry brought many years of peace to
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England and rebuilt Westminster Abbey in honor of his patron saint, Edward the Confessor. He
poured money into embellishing his palaces and creating a magnificent court. Yet this
investment in "soft power" did not prevent a great revolution in 1258, led by Simon de Montfort,
ending Henry's personal rule. Eminent historian David Carpenter brings to life Henry's
character and reign as never before. Using source material of unparalleled richness--material
that makes it possible to get closer to Henry than any other medieval monarch--Carpenter
stresses the king's achievements as well as his failures while offering an entirely new
perspective on the intimate connections between medieval politics and religion.
Edward III (1312-1377) was the most successful European ruler of his age. Reigning for over
fifty years, he achieved spectacular military triumphs and overcame grave threats to his
authority, from parliamentary revolt to the Black Death. Revered by his subjects as a chivalric
dynamo, he initiated the Hundred Years' War and gloriously led his men into battle against the
Scots and the French.In this illuminating biography, W. Mark Ormrod takes a deeper look at
Edward to reveal the man beneath the military muscle. What emerges is Edward's clear sense
of his duty to rebuild the prestige of the Crown, and through military gains and shifting
diplomacy, to secure a legacy for posterity. New details of the splendor of Edward's court,
lavish national celebrations, and innovative use of imagery establish the king's instinctive
understanding of the bond between ruler and people. With fresh emphasis on how Edward's
rule was affected by his family relationships--including his roles as traumatized son, loving
husband, and dutiful father--Ormrod gives a valuable new dimension to our understanding of
this remarkable warrior king.
A new appraisal of the first Tudor queen offers a detailed portrait of the daughter of Henry VIII
and his Spanish wife, Catherine of Aragon, exploring her religious faith and policies, as well as
her historical significance in English history.
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