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Observers have frequently noted that Italians seem skilled at many things - but not at good government. As a people Italians are
said to have flair, panache, and tenacity, while as a polity Italy is in shambles. This paradoxical view of politics can be found in
Italian history as far back as Guicciardini and Machiavelli. Nor is it unique to Italy, for the social dilemma of "rational individuals and
irrational society" has, since Hobbes, produced a large literature on social theory and comparative politics, as well as numerous
questionable suggestions for policy. In The Search for Good Government Filippo Sabetti examines Italian politics to reassess
habitual presumptions in comparative politics, opening new territory in the art and science of institutional analysis.
Although everyone agrees on the need to make government work better, few understand public bureaucracy sufficiently well to
offer useful suggestions, either theoretical or practical. In fact, some consider bureaucratic efficiency incompatible with democratic
government. Douglas Yates places the often competing aims of efficiency and democracy in historical perspective and then
presents a unique and systematic theory of the politics of bureaucracy, which he illustrates with examples from recent history and
from empirical research. He argues that the United States operates under a system of "bureaucratic democracy," in which
governmental decisions increasingly are made in bureaucratic settings, out of the public eye. He describes the rational,
selfinterested bureaucrat as a "minimaxer," who inches forward inconspicuously, gradually accumulating larger budgets and
greater power, in an atmosphere of segmented pluralism, of conflict and competition, of silent politics. To make the policy process
more competitive, democratic, and open, Yates calls for strategic debate among policymakers and bureaucrats and insists that
bureaucrats should give a public accounting of their significant decisions rather than bury them in incremental changes. He offers
concrete proposals, applicable to federal, state, and local governments, for simplifying the now-chaotic bureaucratic policymaking
system and at the same time bolstering representation and openness. This is a book for all political scientists, policymakers,
government officials, and concerned citizens. It may well become a classic statement on the workings of public bureaucracy.
THE POLITICS OF INCREMENTAL PROGRESSIVISM ‘Ungovernable neoliberal post politics assemblage metropolis from the
South? No. This book shows innovative redistributive policies, regulation, and social participation recently in São Paulo, although
gradually, slowly, and contentiously, and despite failures and inequalities. This great one-city-many-policies comparison departs
from high quality empirically grounded research to show that collective action and public policies are back in town. In São Paulo,
they have made a difference.’ Patrick Le Galès, Sciences Po CNRS research Professor, Dean Sciences Po Urban School, France
‘For anyone interested in urban governance, The Politics of Incremental Progressivism is a must-read. Nowhere in the world have
cities faced greater challenges yet been more innovative in tackling the problems of urban poverty and exclusion than in Brazil.
One could not ask for a more incisive, detailed and groundbreaking set of studies on urban transformation and the politics of
change.’ Patrick Heller, Lyn Cross Professor of Social Sciences, Brown University, USA Large metropolises of the Global South
are usually portrayed as ungovernable. The Politics of Incremental Progressivism analyzes urban policies in São Paulo – one of
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the biggest and most complex Southern cities – not only challenging those views, but showing the recent occurrence of
progressive change. This book develops the first detailed and systematic account of the policies and politics that construct,
maintain and operate a large Southern metropolis. The chapters cover the policies of bus and subway transportation, traffic
control, waste collection, development licensing, public housing and large urban projects, additionally to budgeting, electoral
results and government formation and dynamics. This important book contributes to the understanding of how the city is governed,
what kinds of policies its governments construct and deliver and, more importantly, under what conditions it produces redistributive
change in the direction of policies that reduce its striking social and urban inequalities.
Through an in-depth examination of the interactions between the South African government and the international AIDS control
regime, Jeremy Youde examines not only the emergence of an epistemic community but also the development of a counterepistemic community offering fundamentally different understandings of AIDS and radically different policy prescriptions. In
addition, individuals have become influential in the crafting of the South African government's AIDS policies, despite universal
condemnation from the international scientific community. This study highlights the relevance and importance of Africa to
international affairs. The actions of African states call into question many of our basic assumptions and challenge us to refine our
analytical framework. It is ideally suited to scholars interested in African studies, international organizations, global governance
and infectious diseases.
The Politics and Government of Switzerland is one of very few English language studies of contemporary Swiss politics. Drawing
on recent research in Switzerland, and the author's own observations, it offers wide coverage of Swiss political forces, processes
and policies. Church argues that Switzerland is actually a vibrant and pluralist polity, in which politics are increasingly competitive.
However, it still retains some distinctive characteristics like direct democracy, which mean that the Swiss people play a larger role
than in other countries.
Analyzes the new limits and functions of government, the changing demands on political leadership, and the transnational
economy and ecology.
Print and Politics offers a cultural history of a late Qing newspaper, Shibao, the most influential reform daily of its time. Exploring the
simultaneous emergence of a new print culture and a new culture of politics in early-twentieth-century China, the book treats Shibao as both
institution and text and demonstrates how the journalists who wrote for the paper attempted to stake out a “middle realm” of discourse and
practice. Chronicling the role these journalists played in educational and constitutional organizations, as well as their involvement in major
issues of the day, it analyzes their essays as political documents and as cultural artifacts. Particular attention is paid to the language the
journalists used, the cultural constructs they employed to structure their arguments, and the multiple sources of authority they appealed to in
advancing their claims for reform.
This book explores and analyzes gender mainstreaming in South Asia. Gender mainstreaming as a concept is about removing disparities
between men and women – about equal access to resources, inclusion and participation in the public sphere, representation in government,
and empowerment, all with the aim of achieving equal opportunities for men and women in family life, society, administration, politics, and the
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economy. The challenges of gender mainstreaming in South Asia are huge, especially in the contexts of patriarchal, religious, and castebased social norms and values. Men’s dominance in politics, administration, and economic activities is distinctly visible. Women have been
subservient to the policy preferences of their male counterparts. However, in recent years, more women are participating in politics at the
local and national levels, in administration, and in formal economic activities. Have gender equality and equity been ensured in South Asia?
This book focuses on how gender-related issues are incorporated into policy formulation and governance, how they have fared, what
challenges they have encountered when these policies were put into practice, and their implications and fate in the context of five South
Asian countries. The authors have used varied frameworks to analyze gender mainstreaming at the micro and macro levels. Written from
public administration and political science perspectives, the book provides an overview of the possibilities and constraints of gender
mainstreaming in a region, which is not only diverse in ethnicity and religion, but also in economic progress, political culture, and the state of
governance.
From the John Holmes Library collection.
Looks at the New York constitution, provides an overview of the legislative, judicial, and executive branches, and describes the relationship
between federal, state, and local governments.
This comprehensive but accessible text provides students with a systematic introduction to the comparative political study of the leading
nations of South Asia: India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and Nepal. The seventh edition is extensively revised and updated, benefiting
from the fresh perspective brought on by adding a new author to the team. New material includes discussions of political parties and leaders
in India, the Zardari regime and changes to the Pakistani constitution, the rocky relationship between Pakistan and the Obama administration,
new prospects and dangers facing Bangladesh, continuing political violence in Sri Lanka, and the troubles facing Nepal as it attempts to draft
a new constitution. Organized in parallel fashion to facilitate cross-national comparison, the sections on each nation address several topical
areas of inquiry: political culture and heritage, government structure and institutions, political parties and leaders, conflict and resolution, and
modernization and development. A statistical appendix provides a concise overview of leading demographic and economic indicators for each
country, making Government and Politics in South Asia an invaluable addition to courses on the politics of South Asia
This book analyses efforts of Bangladeshi government and NGOs to strengthen local governance, and identifies the challenges posed by
collaboration with NGOs. Presenting a dominantly qualitative study, the analysis explores whether engagement between the Sharique project
to strengthen local governance and the Union Parishads has translated into success. In doing so, it argues that evidence points to a positive
impact on institutionalising good governance and fiscal autonomy through widening participation in planning and decision-making, reinforcing
accountability of functionaries and enhancing tax collection. Furthermore, this book demonstrates that the collaboration has aided the process
of development of social capital between officials of councils and NGOs, as well as amongst the community members, encouraging future
partnership governance. However, with the phasing out of the project as a propelling force, it also shows that the results fall short of being
sustainable and, as such, that statuary support, unequivocal political commitment, and incentivising engagements are required to stabilise
outcomes. Bridging a gap in the Development Studies literature, this book presents new findings on the collaboration of NGOs at the local
level. It will be of interest to academics working in the field of South Asian Studies, Development Studies, and Asian Politics.

The controversial views on HIV and AIDS held by successive South African governments have led to allegations that the country is
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in a state of denial about the AIDS epidemic. This study addresses these claims through an overview of the South African
epidemic, providing a comprehensive analysis of the complex politics of AIDS denialism.
How do postcolonial regimes manage the sudden urbanization of surplus populations in the years following democratization? In
post-apartheid South Africa, the government has delivered more free, single-family homes than any other democracy in modern
history; yet over the same quarter century, the number of informal settlements has grown more than nine-fold. During the
apartheid period, the South African state could simply shift populations at will. But the post-apartheid state does not have this
option, as it must simultaneously resolve its housing crisis and reproduce its own legitimacy as a democracy in the eyes of its
newly integrated, racialized subjects. As new informal settlements emerge – what I call land occupations – city governments must
manage the rapid urbanization of surplus populations without appearing authoritarian. My dissertation explores municipal
strategies for managing land occupations in post-apartheid Cape Town. I conducted 17 months of fieldwork combining participant
observation, interviews, and archival research in two such occupations in Mitchell’s Plain, Cape Town’s second largest township.
Through a careful study of eviction targeting, I demonstrate empirically how squatters’ informal politics affect the outcome of
municipal urban policies. One of these occupations, Rivenland, began with a thousand Colored squatters erecting shacks on a
publicly owned field far from any major thoroughfare. They did so in a Colored area, and many of them were supporters of the
majority political party in Mitchell’s Plain. No nearby neighbors demanded their removal. By contrast, a second occupation,
Holfield, began just a couple of kilometers down the road on two contiguous plots of private property. After a few dozen squatters
built shacks, hundreds more arrived every day until there were soon 6000 residents. Most of them were Black in a Colored area,
and many of them were presumed to be hostile to the ruling party. Holfield sits along the road connecting one of Mitchell’s Plain’s
middle class neighborhoods to the city center, and this neighborhood’s residents mobilized continually to demand Holfield’s
eradication. After a year, Rivenland was evicted, but Holfield was allowed by the High Court to stay put. Today it contains more
than 8000 people by the City’s count. How should we understand this counterintuitive outcome? This is where I turn to residents’
own politics as a means of explanation. In Holfield, residents were able to organize a coherent settlement committee prior to their
eviction hearing. This largely had to do with the way that their leaders framed the occupation as a social movement, with unified
action articulated as the most strategic approach to obtaining official toleration. By contrast, the Rivenland occupation was mired in
factionalism, with residents aligning with outside organizations – charities, NGOs, political parties – and competing with one
another for access to their lawyers and the court. They did this because their occupation was framed as the distribution of plots of
land to potential homeowners; this is what I call the politics of petty proprietorship. The extent of this infighting prompted judges to
view the Rivenland occupation as opportunistic. The same court ruled the Holfield occupation legitimate, describing the occupiers
as “homeless people in need.” In order to explain this contrast, I develop the concepts of struggles over representation and
struggles over recognition. Without the resolution of struggles over representation and the formation of a unified settlement
committee, factionalism will persist, and this, I argue, means that eviction is the most likely outcome. But these factions do not
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merely reflect preexisting divisions along lines of race, religion, or neighborhood; it is precisely through the formation of
representative committees – through the process of representation – that divisions emerge and are concretized. Struggles over
representation directly impact how occupations are viewed by the municipal government and High Court judges. When struggles
over representation are resolved, judges are likely to recognize occupiers as part of a legible and legitimate population. But when
struggles over representation are left unresolved as in Rivenland, judges will fail to recognize occupiers as having any legitimate
moral claim to the land. Instead, they will likely view them not as a coherent population, but as individual opportunists attempting to
bypass the government’s housing distribution program. In short, the moralizing distinction between homeless people in need on
the one hand, and opportunistic queue jumpers on the other, emerges from struggles over representation. In bringing the insights
of political sociology to bear upon urban studies, I break with the prevailing explanation that evictions are most likely in sites
planned for development and are driven solely by profit motive. Instead, I conceive of the state not as a coherent institutional entity
that simply enacts policies upon populations, but instead as a social relation. The government did not simply design eviction
policies and then implement them upon populations; it was through complex relations with residents that eviction outcomes were
determined. Only in this way – that is, by seeing the state as a relation, as the condensation of a relationship of forces – can we
begin to understand how it was that squatters were evicted from Rivenland and not from Holfield.
Contributed articles.
Government And Politics In South AsiaWestview Press
Tennessee Government and Politics offers a timely and comprehensive new survey of the state's political evolution. The book is
divided into four sections that cover the state constitution, the three branches of state government, politics in Tennessee, and
current issues of public policy. Individual chapters by leading experts cover such topics as the state's political history, the evolution
of the state court system, local government and politics, electoral turnout, and women in politics. Former Representative Jim
Cooper contributes a chapter on congressional representation, and current policy is discussed in chapters on education, prisons,
and foreign investment. With its concise historical analysis, up-to-date presentation of contemporary issues, and appended state
constitution, Tennessee Government and Politics will serve teachers, politicians, government workers, journalists, and interested
citizens as an essential reference book.
An account of the political history of the race question. It puts forward vigorous ideas about constitutional democracy which should
be fruitful wherever there are racial or cultural diversities involved in political conflict.

A recent wave of decentralization in Latin America has increased the prominence of politicians at the subnational level.
Politics Beyond the Capital is the first book to place this trend in comparative historical perspective, examining past
episodes of decentralization alongside contemporary ones to determine whether consistent causal factors are at play. At
the center of the book is the rigorous testing of two key hypotheses that attribute decentralization to liberalizing changes
in political regime type and economic development strategy.
The book focuses on the four Latin American countries
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where politicians have most extensively engaged in the redesign of subnational institutions: Argentina, Brazil, Chile, and
Uruguay. By reframing the "politics of decentralization" as the "politics of designing subnational institutions," the book
moves beyond the policy orientation of much of the current literature, and broadens the debate by analyzing not just
decentralization but re-centralization as well.
This book describes the countries of South Asia, and examines the reason for their successes and failures. It addresses
the interrelationships among the states in the region and their roles in the international system, and discusses the political
development of the region.
Like several other southern states, South Carolina's political tradition has pri-marily been that of its Democratic party:
between 1920 and 1950 no Republican candidate for governor, the U.S. Senate, or U.S. House of Representatives
received more than 5 percent of the popular vote. In discussing the state's history, Blease Graham Jr. and William V.
Moore show how internal politics have traditionally been determined by race, class, and region, with an unusually wide
acceptance of aristocratic rule. The uncompromising John C. Calhoun, one of South Carolina's most famous
congressmen, warning of the dire consequences of giving way to democracy, led the state as the first to secede from the
union in 1860. After the war, with a new constitution, South Carolina's government became more democratic; however,
"Pitchfork" Ben Tillman, through his agrarian Reform Party, appealed to white Democrats and small farmers in an effort to
eliminate all but whites from the state's politics. The Civil Rights movement, industrial renovation, and shifts in South
Carolina’s economy have gradually altered the state's political culture. The racist politics of the post-Civil War era have
slowly been chipped away by federal and state initiatives. Long dominated by its legislature (itself often dominated by
alumni in Congress), state government has gradually accorded more power to the governor. No less significant, South
Carolina has gradually relinquished its antipathy toward the federal government, recognizing the need for cooperation.
Despite changes, the direction of state policy continues to be primarily in the hands of the business elite. South Carolina
Politics and Government outlines the ways that South Carolinians and their long-standing traditionalistic political culture
will continue to be challenged by economic and social changes in the future. Besides providing the historical background
of South Carolina's society and government, Graham and Moore review recent elections and party competition; the
state's legislative, executive, and judicial branches; and policies in areas relating to local government, education, and
public safety.
Studies political development in a key area of the world, one with great population, nuclear arms, and high economic
potential.
Annotation A historical overview and analysis of the main political actors, constitution, electoral system, parliament, and
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political parties of Hungary. Korosenyi (political science, Eotvos Lorand U., Budapest) aims to analyze the two-way
relationship between the cultural-behavioral and constitutional-institutional levels of politics in Hungary.
Paper which reports a pilot study in Tuvalu which studied successful policy and design implementation. Examines the
capacity of governments to carry out desired tasks, the role of democracy and popular involvement in policy and
implementation, and state coordination with non-government actors such as the private sector and community-based
organisations. Includes bibliography. Janaline Oh is a consultant to the Island/Australia Program, at the national centre
for development studies, ANU. Tauaasa Taafaki is the secretary to the Government ot Tuvalu. No. 95/9 'Economics
Division Working Papers, South Pacific', from the Research School of Pacific and Asian Studies, ANU.
The last few years have been significant for South Asia, with fundamental political and economic transitions in several of the
countries. Bangladesh opted for an interim government, followed by the election of a democratic government. Pakistan saw an
assassination of a former Prime Minister, followed by peaceful elections and, perhaps, hope for stability. Nepal went through
substantial change, with the Maoists initially in power and, subsequently, opting out of the government. In contrast, elections in
Bhutan have brought a smooth transition to democracy. On the other hand, economic issues have dominated India in recent times,
including aggressive responses to the global slowdown, fiscal expansion and an early return to growth from the downturn. In an
attempt to capture these changes in South Asia, this publication falls into two parts. The first deals with political issues in countries
that have witnessed the most change and turbulence, while the second part deals with economic issues that have been of concern
to all the South Asian countries, and to India in particular. In summary, this publication is an eclectic mix that covers a spectrum of
current issues in South Asia. It is a melting pot of politics and change, of reforms and stagnation, and of growth and disparity. It
also brings together a varied range of experiences across the South Asian region. Most importantly, the publication reflects the
dynamism of the region and the fast pace of change in politics as well as in economic policy. This book has been titled South Asia:
Societies in Political and Economic Transition to reflect this dynamism. In summary, this publication is an eclectic mix that covers a
spectrum of current issues in South Asia. It is a melting pot of politics and change, of reforms and stagnation, and of growth and
disparity. It also brings together a varied range of experiences across the South Asian region. Most importantly, the publication
reflects the dynamism of the region and the fast pace of change in politics as well as in economic policy. This book has been titled
South Asia: Societies in Political and Economic Transition to reflect this dynamism.
In 1999, a new territory called Nunavut will be established in the central and eastern Canadian Arctic. This book reviews the
events that led to the emergence of Nunavut. It provides a detailed account of recent changes in the structure and functioning of
governments in the Yukon and Northwest Territories, including the settlement of aboriginal land claims agreements, the relation
between institutions of aboriginal self-government and governments that apply to all residents, the evolution of the office of
Commissioner, and the move toward financing through provincial-type transfers. The book also examines the processes of
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northern governance, including the non-partisan nature of the present Northwest Territories Legislative Assembly and the strong
emphasis on consultation and consensus evident in the Nunavut implementation discussions and the initial steps to develop a
constitution for the western Northwest Territories.
"Since January 2004, a Malay-Muslim-based insurgency has engulfed the three southernmost provinces in Thailand. More than
4,500 people have been killed and over 9,000 wounded, making it the most lethal conflict in Southeast Asia. Now in its 8th year,
the insurgency has settled into a low-level stalemate. Violence is down significantly from its mid-2007 peak, but it has been
steadily climbing since 2008. On average, 32 people are being killed and 58 wounded every month. Most casualties are from driveby shootings, but there are also about 12 improvised explosive device (IED) attacks a month. The insurgency is now characterized
by less indiscriminate violence and more retaliatory attacks. Insurgents continue to target security forces, government officials, and
Muslim moderates who seek accommodation with the Thai state as part of efforts to make the region ungovernable by limiting
provision of social services and driving Buddhists from the south. The overall level of violence may be influenced more by
insurgent calculations about the optimum amount of violence needed to advance their political goals than by improved capabilities
of the security forces. Despite better coordination, Thai counterinsurgency operations are still hampered by bureaucratic infighting
and a lack of professionalism. Human rights abuses by security services with blanket immunity under the Emergency Decree
continue to instill mistrust among the local population. Moreover, as long as violence is contained in the deep south, the
insurgency will remain a low priority for the new Thai government, which is focused on national political disputes and is reluctant to
take on the military by pursuing more conciliatory policies toward the south. Indeed, even under the 30-month tenure of the
Democrat Party with an electoral base in the south, the insurgency was a very low priority and its few policy initiatives were
insufficient to quell the violence. The new Pheu Thai government under Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra, the younger sister of
Thaksin Shinawatra, who was ousted in a September 2006 coup, will have its hands tied in the south. Its election victory and focus
on national reconciliation have already engendered mistrust of the Thai military. The new government will be reluctant to criticize
the military's handling of the insurgency, take on the culture of impunity, or push for any form of political autonomy. This will make
any devolution of political authority unlikely, limiting chances for a negotiated solution. As a result, low level violence is likely to
continue indefinitely. The most important immediate U.S. objective in Thailand is political stability at the national level and
deepening bilateral economic ties. Absent a cohesive Thai government with the political will to overcome military resistance to
policies that might address underlying causes of the insurgency, U.S. pressure to do more is likely to be ineffective or even
counterproductive. Accordingly, the United States should maintain quiet diplomatic pressure on the government to broaden its
counterinsurgency efforts and offer any requested intelligence and law enforcement assistance, while being cognizant of Thai
sensitivity over its sovereignty."--P. 1-2.
North Carolina has been a leader in the South and the nation since 1775, when it became "First in Freedom" by calling for its
independence from British rule. Throughout its history, the state has had a reputation as a progressive force. This book offers both
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an assessment and an examination of the realities of the state's leadership. Analyzing a wide range of political actors and
organizations, which includes the state legislature, the governor and executive branch, the judiciary, political parties, interest
groups, and the media, Fleer illuminates North Carolina's rich political history, its evolving constitutional order, and its changing
political culture. Although revealing a pattern of elitist paternalism in the state's political history, the book illustrates a parallel
pattern of popular participation and control. Major forces of change are increasingly defining the state. These transitional factors
include a significant biracial electorate, a stratified society, a diverse electorate, increasingly varied and mobilized political interest
groups, a competitive political party system, and a more representative political leadership. New challenges to the state's future
development are its aging population, the preparedness of its work force, the globalization of its economy, the protec-tion of its
natural resources, and the education of its children for the next century. Each new political debate, policy choice, and election
reminds North Carolinians of their fundamental challenge: establishing a government by enlightened and effective popular
consent.
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