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For the nearly three decades of coexistence between economic liberalization and political
authoritarianism, China remains as an anomaly to the liberal mantra of our time. This book
explores a segment of the China Paradox, the state-society interaction channeled by the
Residents Committee. Being the largest urban neighborhood organization, the committee
deserves study because of its controversial status between ordinary residents it claims to
represent and the authoritarian state. The committee enters the discourse as a directly
congruent example of the same paradox that the whole China displays, when it is endowed
with important, yet tension-changed statutory functions ranging from social control to service
provision and neighborhood self-governance. How, and under what conditions, does the
committee carry out its functions? What can be learned about changing state-society relations
from the dynamics of neighborhood politics in China? This book draws its analytical framework
on the theoretical models of state penetration, civil disobedience, corporatism, and synergy, as
well as on the practices of American, Cuban, and Japanese neighborhood organizations and
the Chinese Rural Villagers Committee. Four distinctive Residents Committees in Tianjin City
are studied in detail, and their functions are identified and explained primarily through their
structural connections with the lowest state organ in cities, the street office, and residents
(including other neighborhood organizations and activists). The book reveals multiple
possibilities of Chinese social/political transformation. Among them emerges a promising trend
of state-society cooperation, which is realigning and accommodating political authoritarianism
and economic openness into a seemingly sustainable pattern of development at the urban
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grassroots. Referred to as an "amphibian" organization spanning public-private division, the
committee highlights the limits of the state-society antithesis in the study of political
transformation. The observed patterns of neighborhood politics also raise caution against the
universal applicability of the liberal norm of civil society to countries like China with distinctive
conditions from which the original norm is present and constructed.
This work studies the city of Canton (Guangzhou), the cradle of the Chinese revolution. It
argues that modernist politics as practiced by the Nationalists and Communists represented a
specific political rationality embedded in the context of a novel conception of the social realm.
Who are the top political leaders in China? What are the major criteria in elite recruitment?
How is job promotion in high politics determined? By studying over one and a half thousand
top political Chinese leaders, this book seeks to answer these questions and, as a result,
defines how Chinese leadership is stratified. Unlike existing research on Chinese leaders, Elite
Dualism and Leadership Selection in China draws on extensive statistical information and data
analysis. It evidences how political development in the reform era has led to the division of
labour between the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) and the government in governance,
leading to two distinctive career paths in the two political systems respectively. Key issues
examined include: * the different criteria the CCP and the government demand * the
requirements for promotion * the effect of university education on the rate of mobility * the
different affiliations of the two groups * the role of cooptation in leadership selection. Many of
the elites discussed are still leading figures in China, making this book the most up-to-date and
extensive biographical data set in elite studies. This allows for a meaningful analysis of elite
behaviour in China for the first time in Chinese Studies. This book will be useful to both
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students of Chinese studies and comparative politics and will also interest researchers, political
commentators, statesmen and China-watchers.
"This book started twelve years ago as a much smaller project which was intended to explore
China's peasant burdens and grievances. At that time, I saw no clear signs suggesting that the
Chinese countryside was on the eve of a great political and economic transformation. I did not
anticipate that this project would take so many years to complete and eventually expand to
such a scope. The two major rural reforms in the first decade of the twenty-first century,
namely the tax-for-fee reform in 2002-2004 and the abolition of agricultural taxes in 2005-2006,
whose effects were reinforced by the ongoing marketization of the rural economy and the rapid
deterioration of rural finances, have changed China's rural politics almost beyond recognition.
In terms of its economic, political, and social magnitude, this transformation by no means pales
in comparison with agricultural decollectivization around the turn of the 1970s"-The Chinese government has recently reconfirmed its "going global" strategy. Beijing is
currently constructing a global "New Silk Road," and has begun to engage in various
transcontinental infrastructure projects. From the long-term perspective, the corridors of this
New Silk Road might facilitate the exporting of Chinese governance paradigms and hence lead
to the formation of institutions that pose a severe challenge to the existing liberal order. The
essays in this volume thus take a closer look at recent governance innovations and domestic
policy experimentations in China, and also discuss international and regional responses to
China's active positioning as a global power. The book series East Asian Politics: Regional and
Global Dynamics publishes cutting-edge research on dynamic changes in and recent
development trends of East Asian politics. The series follows a multilevel framework of
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analysis: It examines the impact of global power shifts and the transformation of the
international system on (domestic) politics in East Asia.
China is widely viewed as a global powerhouse that has achieved a remarkable economic
transformation with little political change. Less well known is that China's leaders have also
implemented far?reaching governance reforms designed to promote government transparency
and increase public participation in official policymaking. What are the motivations behind
these reforms and, more importantly, what impact are they having? This puzzle lies at the
heart of Chinese politics and could dictate China's political trajectory for years to come. This
extensive collaborative study not only documents the origins and scope of these reforms
across China, but offers the first systematic assessment by quantitatively and qualitatively
analyzing the impact of participation and transparency on important governance outcomes.
Comparing across provinces and over time, the authors argue that the reforms are resulting in
lower corruption and enhanced legal compliance, but these outcomes also depend on a
broader societal ecosystem that includes an active media and robust civil society.
The recent rise in reported public security issues in China is one of the most repeated
concerns amongst the Chinese authorities. During the past thirty years of reform in China,
stability maintenance as a governance strategy has in fact laid a solid foundation for the overall
development and growth of the nation. However, it remains to be seen whether this approach
can sustain economic growth as well as political stability in the near future. This book
examines this policy of stability maintenance, as adopted by the Chinese government, in
different social circumstances. Using a variety of examples, including hospital disputes,
incidents of environmental pollution, food safety issues and disaster settlements, it takes a
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multi-disciplinary approach, using empirical data to assess the true picture of contentious
politics in China. Although it has played a major role in confronting many of the serious
challenges posed to China's public security, ultimately, the book concludes that stability
maintenance as a governance strategy can only be short-term and will surely be replaced, due
to its high costs. Using case studies from across China, this book will be of interests to
students and scholars of Chinese Studies, Political Science and Sociology. It will also appeal
to journalists and policy analysts with an interest in Chinese politics and society.

Two major themes in contemporary international relations—Sino-European relations and
global governance—are both addressed in this volume. In its focused analysis of SinoEuropean relations, global governance serves as both a topic for analysis and a
conceptual framework to join together individual chapters. Featuring perspectives from
a diverse group of established and promising young scholars from China, Europe, and
elsewhere, this book has important implications for Chinese foreign policy, the
European Union, the future of global governance, and international relations at large.
Including key research articles from specialists in the field, this volume provides an
introduction and critical insights into the most important debates surrounding the
governance of contemporary China. the material will enable readers to understand how
China is ruled, how participation and protest are regulated by the authorities, and the
relationship between the Central state and its local agencies. Spanning the most
important areas of the subject, the chosen articles explore the study of Chinese politics,
the nature of the Chinese political system, the policy-making process, the nature of the
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local state, participation and protest, and authoritarian resilience or democratization.
Professor Saich's collection brings together essential reading for students of China,
those who are interested in comparative politics and the general reader who wants a
coherent introduction about how China is ruled.
The Handbook of the Politics of China is a comprehensive resource introducing readers
to the very latest in research on Chinese politics. David Goodman provides an
introduction to the key structures and issues, providing the foundations on which later
learning can be built. It contains four sections of new and original research, dealing with
leadership and institutions, public policy, political economy and social change, and
international relations and includes a comprehensive bibliography. Each of the 26
chapters has been written by an established authority in the field and each reviews the
literature on the topic, and presents the latest findings of research. An essential primer
for the study of China's politics.
The success or failure of China's development will impact not only its own citizens but
also those of the world. China is widely recognized as a global actor on the world stage
and no global challenge can be resolved without its participation. Thus, it is important to
understand how the country is ruled and what the policy priorities are of the new
leadership. Can China move to a more market-based economy, while controlling
environmental degradation? Can it integrate hundreds of millions of new migrants into
the urban landscape? The tensions between communist and capitalist identities
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continue to divide society as China searches for a path to modernization. The People's
Republic is now over sixty-five years old - an appropriate juncture at which to reassess
the state of contemporary Chinese politics. In this substantially revised fourth edition
and essential guide to the subject, Tony Saich delivers a thorough introduction to all
aspects of politics and governance in post-Mao China, taking full account of the
changes of the Eighteenth Party Congress and the Twelfth National People's Congress.
Further, the rise of Xi Jinping to power and his policies are examined as are important
policy areas such as urbanization and the fight against corruption. A comprehensively
updated 4th edition of the leading text on Chinese politics Clear and accessible Written
by a leading academic authority who has lived and worked in China and has real indepth knowledge of life in both the cities and the provinces Includes new chapters on
the Xi Jinping/Li Keqiang leadership selected in 2012 and 2013 and the challenges for
rural and urban China of migration and the integration of migrants
This book provides a balanced assessment of China’s communist rule, its viability as
well as its prospect of democracy. The People's Congresses and Governance in
Chinapresents a complex but convincing analysis of the transformation of governance
in China. As the first systemic and theoretical study of China’s provincial legislatures, it
draws our attention to one of the most promising growth points in China’s changing
constitutional order. Through in depth and first hand research, the author provides a
comprehensive explanation about why the provincial legislatures have acquired
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institutional maturation and expanded power in the context of Chinese transitional
political economy. The book portrays an innovative pattern of legislative development,
sums up pragmatic local strategies for market creation, and identifies multiple dynamics
for promoting accountability and democracy. Based upon the case study of provincial
legislatures, Ming Xia reveals the formation of a new mode of governance in China’s
national politics: the network structure featuring institutional arrangements and the
mohe (co-operation through competition) pattern of interaction abided by the major
power players. This volume will be of interest to parliamentary scholars and
parliamentarians who are concerned with the role of parliaments in transitional politics
and economies of both post-communist and developing countries. It will also appeal to
students and researchers of Chinese politics, governance and Asian studies.
This book reveals the complex relationship between elite perceptions and behaviour,
and governance, in China. It moves away from existing scholarship by focusing on
functionaries, grass-roots elites, leading intellectuals, and opinion-makers in China and
by looking beyond the top leadership, makes a significant contribution to our
understanding of shared governance and broadened political participation in China. The
chapters in this collection explore the elites’ role as opinion-makers, technical experts,
producers of knowledge, and executives or managers, and pose a number of
questions, the answers to which are crucial to understanding future political and
economic development in China. What are elite perceptions of governance, inequality
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and justice; what do the elites mean by good governance; what is the influence of nonChinese Communist Party elites in policy-making and implementation in China; how
have they exerted their influence in the PRC and influenced its direction of future
development; and what have grass-roots elites contributed to governance in local
communities? Providing a keen insight into the role elites have played in governing
China since 1978, this book is a pioneering effort to bring together elite studies and
governance studies. As such, it will be highly relevant for policy-makers within
international organizations, governments, and NGOs outside China as well as
appealing to scholars and students interested in Chinese politics and governance.
This open access book analyses the domestic politics of African dominant party
regimes, most notably African governments’ survival strategies, to explain their
variance of opinions and responses towards the reforming policies of the EU. The
author discredits the widespread assumption that the growing presence of China in
Africa has made the EU’s task of supporting governance reforms difficult, positing that
the EU’s good governance strategies resonate better with the survival strategies of
governments in some dominant party regimes more so than others, regardless of
Chinese involvement. Hackenesch studies three African nations – Angola, Ethiopia and
Rwanda – which all began engaging with the EU on governance reforms in the early
2000s. She argues that other factors generally identified in the literature, such as the
EU good governance strategies or economic dependence of the target country on the
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EU, have set additional incentives for African governments to not engage on
governance reforms.
This book applies an interdisciplinary governance assessment framework to assess
China’s water quality governance from a holistic point of view. The project explores
China’s water quality status, water policy discourses, water regulations, public
participation in water governance, the path towards green water law, eco-compensation
approach in water quality management and the implementation mechanism for
achieving water goals. It will appeal to academics in water law, researchers and
practitioners dealing with water management, as well as a general audience interested
in water issues.
As China becomes increasingly integrated into the global system there will be
continuing pressure to acknowledge and engage with non-governmental organizations
(NGOs). Suffice to say, without a clear understanding of the state’s interaction with
NGOs, and vice versa, any political, economic and social analysis of China will be
incomplete. This book provides an urgent insight into contemporary state-NGO
relations. It brings together the most recent research covering three broad themes,
namely the conceptualizations and subsequent functions of NGOs; state-NGO
engagement; and NGOs as a mediator between state and society in contemporary
China. The book provides a future glimpse into the challenges of state-NGO
interactions in China's rapidly developing regions, which will aid NGOs strategic
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planning in both the short- and long-term. In addition, it allows a measure of
predictability in our assessment of Chinese NGOs behaviour, notably when they
eventually move their areas of operation from the domestic sphere to an international
one. The salient themes, concepts, theories and practice discussed in this book will be
of acute interest to students, scholars and practitioners in development studies, public
administration, and Chinese and Asian politics. Reza Hasmath is a Lecturer in Chinese
Politics at the University of Oxford, UK, and an Associate Professor in Political Science
at the University of Alberta, Canada. His research looks at state-society relationships,
the labour market experiences of ethnic minorities, and development theories and
practices. Jennifer Y.J. Hsu is an Assistant Professor in Political Science at the
University of Alberta, Canada. Her recent publications include a co-authored book
HIV/AIDS in China: The Economic and Social Determinants (Routledge, 2011), and a
co-edited book The Chinese Corporatist State: Adaption, Survival and Resistance
(Routledge, 2012).
?This volume explores China’s cultural heritage ideology and policies from three
interrelated perspectives: the State and World Heritage tourism; cultural heritage
tourism at undesignated sites, and the cultural politics of museums and collections.
Something of a cultural heritage designation craze is happening in China. This is new
within even the last five to ten years. Officials at many levels now see heritage
preservation as a means for commoditizing their regions. They are devoting new
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resources and attention to national and international heritage designations. Thus,
addressing cultural heritage politics in a nation dedicated to designation is an important
project, particularly in the context of a rapidly growing economy. This volume is also
important because it addresses a very wide range of cultural heritage, providing an
excellent sample of case studies: historic vernacular urban environments, ethnic
tourism, scenic tourism, pilgrimage as tourism, tourism and economic development,
museums, border heritage, underwater remains, and the actual governance and
management of the sites. This volume is an outstanding introduction to cultural heritage
issues in China while contributing to Chinese studies for those with greater knowledge
of the area.
Governance and Politics of ChinaMacmillan International Higher Education
The danwei (workunit) has been the fundamental social and spatial unit of urban China
under socialism. With particular focus on the link between spatial forms and social
organization, this book traces the origins and development of this critical institution up
to the present day.
This edited volume undertakes a critical, theory-guided evaluation of reform policies
and institutional change under Xi Jinping. Based on the empirical observations and
findings, it proposes a fine-tuning of research frames to assess the multidimensional
dynamics of governance recalibrations and the interplay between ideas and policy
innovation.
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This book examines a wide range of governance reforms in the People's Republic of
China, including administrative rationalization, divestiture of businesses operated by the
military, and the building of anticorruption mechanisms, to analyze how China's leaders
have reformed existing institutions and constructed new ones to cope with unruly
markets, curb corrupt practices, and bring about a regulated economic order.
This book analyzes the operational dimension of the Chinese communist party’s ideology and
reveals the complex relationship between ideology, language, governance, and political power
in the broader context of China’s economic reforms. The book questions state-centric,
legitimacy-focused, and content-based approaches to party ideology and analyzes its practice.
Conceptualizing public discourse as a ‘language game’ played by the rules set by the party,
the book examines how party ideology is operationalized by multiple state and non-state actors
as political rhetoric for persuasion in contentious reform discourses. Through the case studies
of the policy discourses over state-owned enterprise reforms under Deng Xiaoping, Jiang
Zemin and Xi Jinping, the book highlights ideology’s double-edged operational functions
(consensus-inducing and conflict-inducing) and claims that ideology can be a double-edged
sword for rulers: It is a vital resource to legitimate and sustain their rule; yet, it potentially
destabilizes their rule as well. The book proposes new angles to study ideology, legitimacy,
and governance and is aimed at political scientists who study authoritarian governance, policy
process, and political communication. Its multi-disciplinary approach also appeals to
sociologists, media/communication scholars, and linguists who work on rhetoric, political
language, and media discourses.
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Despite a centralized formal structure, Chinese politics and policy-making have long been
marked by substantial degrees of regional and local variation and experimentation. These
trends have, if anything, intensified as China’s reform matures. Though often remarked upon,
the politicsof policy formation, diffusion, and implementation at the subnational level have not
previously been comprehensively described, let alone satisfactorily explained. Based on
extensive fieldwork, this book explores how policies diffuse across China today, the
mechanisms through which local governments actually arrive at specific solutions, and the
implications for China’s political development and stability in the years ahead. The chapters
examine how local-level institutions solve governance challenges, such as rural development,
enterprise reform, and social service provision. Focusing on diverse policy areas that include
land use, state-owned enterprise reform, and house churches, the contributors all address the
same overarching question: how do local policymakers innovate in each issue area to address
a governance challenges and how, if at all, do these innovations diffuse into national politics.
As a study of local governance in China today, this book will appeal to both students and
scholars of Chinese politics, comparative politics, governance and development studies, and
also to policy-makers interested in authoritarianism and governance.
This book examines the processes, evolution and consequences of China’s rapid integration
into the global economy. Through analyses of Beijing’s international economic engagement in
areas such as trade, investment, finance, sustainable development and global economic
governance, it highlights the forces shaping China’s increasingly prominent role in the global
economic arena. Chapters explore China’s behavior in global economic governance, the
interests and motivations underlying China’s international economic initiatives and the
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influence of politics, including both domestic politics and foreign relations, on the country’s
global economic footprint.
This Handbook provides an in-depth overview of how China is governed, how its domestic
political system functions and the critical issues that it currently faces. Governed by the world’s
largest political party in the world’s longest-ruling Communist regime, China is undergoing a
transitional period of rapid economic and social development. How this period is managed will
have significant implications for the Chinese state and its population concerning China’s
governance structures and economy, as well as the country’s justice, public health, education
and internal/external security concerns. This transition to a modern state is not without its
challenges – particularly in terms of how the Chinese state deals with diverse issues such as
social inequality, corruption, separatism, increasing individualism and political reform. China’s
governance and domestic politics also have possible major global consequences, especially in
the context of China's continued rise within the international system. This Handbook will
improve understandings of the core national dynamics of this rise and, as levels of international
interdependence with China increase, can offer vital insights concerning China's domestic
attributes. Gaining a better knowledge of China's internal workings can also help better
appreciate the multiple and varied problems that China’s leaders will face in the coming
decades. Critically, many of the core internal issues facing China also have potential external
repercussions, principally in terms of rising social unrest, nationalism, environmental
degradation, resource shortages and attitudes towards globalization. This book aims to cover
these issues and will help readers to fully comprehend China’s ongoing contemporary global
significance.
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Lavish spectacles such as the Beijing Olympics and Expo 2010 have raised China's global
profile and echoed predictions of a rise to the position of a major world actor. Yet moves
towards a market-based economy, together with the global recession, have exacerbated a
number of political and social challenges for the Chinese government. The tensions between
communist and capitalist identities continue to divide society. The People's Republic is now
over sixty years old – an appropriate juncture at which to reassess the state of contemporary
Chinese politics. In this substantially revised third edition, Saich delivers a thorough
introduction to all aspects of politics and governance in post-Mao China, taking full account of
the changes of the Seventeenth Party Congress and Eleventh National People's Congress.
Recent political, economic and social developments are also examined.
?????????2008????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
????????????
This book includes collective research by the Institute of Political Science of the Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences, which is an important research institution of political science and
a think-tank in China. The book was completed by the expert team of "China's Political
System" headed by Director Fang Ning for several years and after several changes in their
manuscripts. This book covers the core political systems of China, such as the leadership
system of the Communist Party of China, the decision-making system of the Party and
government in Chinese politics, the system of the people's congress, the relationship between
the central and local authorities, the system of officials training and selection, the system of
discipline inspection and supervision, the system of consultative democracy and the system of
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community-level self-governance, etc. This book aims to build a new paradigm of empirical
research and introduction of the contemporary Chinese political system by using the
description and research method of materialization and dynamics of the political system.

The contributors attempt to look into how China and Europe differently interpret political
concepts such as: sovereignty, soft power, human rights, democracy, stability, strategic
partnership, multilateralism/multipolarization, and global governance, to examine what
implications of their conceptual gaps may have on China-EU relations.
As the dazzling economic and social changes in China have imposed substantial
impact upon the quality of environmental governance, it is time to review the problems
and progress in the politics of China''s environmental protection. This book analyzes the
factors in China''s governance and political process that affect and restrain its capacity
to handle the mounting environmental problems. It argues that solutions to China''s
ecological woes to a larger extent lie in the political and institutional changes rather
than in engineering, technological and investment input. The book talks about new
policies and reform measures in the green area taken by the government since 2007,
arguing that some of them may be quite effective in the long run, as long as they alter
institutional factors and the OC growth-firstOCO mindset that obstruct the green effort.
The book also includes discussion of China''s climate change policy not only because
global warming has come under the limelight of the international community in recent
years, but also because it offers a unique dimension to analyze the country''s
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environmental diplomacy and domestic bureaucratic structure on emissions cutting and
related energy issues. China is currently at the crossroads of further political and
economic reform, and the intensified public attention to environmental pollution may
help the Chinese Communist Party to decisively push forward the long-sluggish political
reforms.
Over the last 20 years of the 20th century, change in China has been breathtaking.
Reform has affected every facet of life and has left no policy and institution untouched.
How did China move from being one of the most isolated nations to being a major
international player? Written by a leading academic authority who has also lived and
worked in China, this text provides a thorough introduction to these changes and to all
aspects of politics and governance in post-Mao China.
A sequel to the author's trailblazer (China's Elite Politics: Political Transition and Power
Balancing, published by World Scientific in 2007), this book tackles the issue of
governance in China. It provides up-to-date information on China's political elites and
evaluates their ability to deal with crises through four case studies: Snowstorm in the
South, the Tibet issue, the Sichuan Earthquake, and the Beijing 2008 Olympic
Games.Along with China's Elite Politics: Political Transition and Power Balancing, this
book provides rich empirical information on and insightful theoretical understanding of
national-level politics in China and serves as a good reference source for students of
Chinese politics.
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Based on interviews with members of grassroots organizations, media and government
institutions, Green Politics in China provides an in-depth and engaging account of the
novel ways in which Chinese society is responding to its environmental crisis, using
examples rarely captured in Western media or academia. Joy Y. Zhang and Michael
Barr explain how environmental problems are transforming Chinese society through
new developments such as the struggle for clean air, low-carbon conspiracy theories,
new forms of public fund raising and the international tactics of grassroots NGOs. In
doing so, they challenge static understandings of state-society relations in China.
Green Politics in China is an illuminating and detailed investigation which provides
crucial insights into how China is both changing internally and emerging as a powerful
player in global environmental politics.
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