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Gods Fury Englands Fire A New History Of The English Civil Wars
This engrossing volume studies the poetics of evil in early modern English culture, reconciling the Renaissance belief that literature should
uphold morality with the compelling and attractive representations of evil throughout the period’s literature. The chapters explore a variety of
texts, including Spenser’s Faerie Queene, Shakespeare’s Richard III, broadside ballads, and sermons, culminating in a new reading of
Paradise Lost and a novel understanding of the dynamic interaction between aesthetics and theology in shaping seventeenth century
Protestant piety. Through these discussions, the book introduces the concept of “sinister aesthetics”: artistic conventions that can make
representations of the villainous, monstrous, or hellish pleasurable.
This volume ranges widely across the social, religious and political history of revolution in seventeenth-century Britain and Ireland, from
contemporary responses to the outbreak of war to the critique of the post-regicidal regimes; from royalist counsels to Lilburne's politics; and
across the three Stuart kingdoms. However, all the essays engage with a central issue - the ways in which individuals experienced the crises
of mid seventeenth-century Britain and Ireland and what that tells us about the nature of the Revolution as a whole. Responding in particular
to three influential lines of interpretation - local, religious and British - the contributors, all leading specialists in the field, demonstrate that to
comprehend the causes, trajectory and consequences of the Revolution we must understand it as a human and dynamic experience, as a
process. This volume reveals how an understanding of these personal experiences can provide the basis on which to build up larger
frameworks of interpretation.
God's Fury, England's FireA New History of the English Civil Wars
Throughout the early modern period, scientific debate and governmental action became increasingly preoccupied with the environment,
generating discussion across Europe and the wider world as to how to improve land and climate for human benefit. This discourse eventually
promoted the reconsideration of long-held beliefs about the role of climate in upholding the social order, driving economies and affecting
public health. Governing the Environment in the Early Modern World explores the relationship between cultural perceptions of the
environment and practical attempts at environmental regulation and change between 1500 and 1800. Taking a cultural and intellectual
approach to early modern environmental governance, this edited collection combines an interpretative perspective with new insights into a
period largely unfamiliar to environmental historians. Using a rich and multifaceted narrative, this book offers an understanding as to how
efforts to enhance productive aspects of the environment were both led by and contributed to new conceptualisations of the role of ‘nature’
in human society. This book offers a cultural and intellectual approach to early modern environmental history and will be of special interest to
environmental, cultural and intellectual historians, as well as anyone with an interest in the culture and politics of environmental governance.
A detailed study of the religious and political character of the most revolutionary decade of English history, from the execution of Charles I in
1649 to the return of his son in 1660. Explores the minds and conduct of the dominant figure of the era, Oliver Cromwell, and his friends and
enemies.
The first dedicated study of the practice of changing sides during the English Civil Wars. Reveals how side-changing shaped the course of
the English Revolution, even contributing to the regicide itself, and remained an important political legacy to the English speaking peoples
thereafter.
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This book explores the measures taken by the newly re-installed monarchy and its supporters to address the drastic events of the previous
two decades. Profoundly preoccupied with - and, indeed, anxious about - the uses and representations of the nation’s recent troubled past,
the returning royalist regime heavily relied upon the dissemination, in popular print, of prescribed varieties of remembering and forgetting in
order to actively shape the manner in which the Civil Wars, the Regicide, and the Interregnum were to be embedded in the nation’s collective
memory. This study rests on a broad foundation of documentary evidence drawn from hundreds of widely distributed and affordable
pamphlets and broadsheets that were intended to shape popular memories, and interpretations, of recent events. It thus makes a substantial
original contribution to the fields of early modern memory studies and the history of the English Civil Wars and early Restoration.
Drawing upon the interdisciplinary field of social memory studies, this book opens up new vistas on the historical and political culture of early
modern England.
From 1649 to 1660 England was ruled by a standing army for the only time in its history. This is the first study to describe the nature of that
experience, both for members of the army and for civilian society. It offers new perspectives on Oliver Cromwell, the Major-Generals, and the
reasons for the restoration of the Stuart monarchy in 1660.
Suffering and Happiness in England 1550-1850 pays tribute to one of the leading historians working on early modern England, Paul Slack,
and his work as a historian, and enters into discussion with the rapidly growing body of work on the "history of emotions". The themes of
suffering andhappiness run through Paul Slack's publications; the first being more prominent in his early work on plague and poverty, the
second in his more recent work on conceptual frameworks for social thought and action. Though he has not himself engaged directly with the
history of emotions, assemblingessays on these themes provides an opportunity to do that. The chapters explore in turn shifting discourses of
happiness and suffering over time; the deployment of these discourses for particular purposes at specific moments; and their relationship to
subjective experience. In their introduction,the editors note the very diverse approaches that can be taken to the topic; they suggest that it is
best treated not as a discrete field of enquiry but as terrain in which many paths may fruitfully cross. The history of emotions has much to
offer as a site of encounter between historians withdiverse knowledge, interests, and skills.
Only recently have scholars begun to note Margaret Cavendish’s references to 'God,' 'spirits,' and the 'rational soul,' and little has been
published in this regard. This volume addresses that scarcity by taking up the theological threads woven into Cavendish’s ideas about
nature, matter, magic, governance, and social relations, with special attention given to Cavendish’s literary and philosophical works.
Reflecting the lively state of Cavendish studies, God and Nature in the Thought of Margaret Cavendish allows for disagreements among the
contributing authors, whose readings of Cavendish sometimes vary in significant ways; and it encourages further exploration of the
theological elements evident in her literary and philosophical works. Despite the diversity of thought developed here, several significant points
of convergence establish a foundation for future work on Cavendish’s vision of nature, philosophy, and God. The chapters collected here
enhance our understanding of the intriguing-and sometimes brilliant-contributions Cavendish made to debates about God’s place in the
scientific cosmos.
This Handbook brings together leading historians of the events surrounding the English revolution, exploring how the events of the revolution
grew out of, and resonated, in the politics and interactions of the each of the Three Kingdoms - England, Scotland, and Ireland. It captures a
shared British and Irish history, comparing the significance of events and outcomes across the Three Kingdoms. In doing so, theHandbook
offers a broader context for the history of the Scottish Covenanters, the Irish Rising of 1641, and the government of Confederate Ireland, as
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well as the British and Irish perspective on the English civil wars, the English revolution, the Regicide, and Cromwellian period. The Oxford
Handbook of the English Revolution explores the significance of these events on a much broader front than conventional studies. The events
are approached not simply as political, economic, and social crises, but as challenges to the predominant forms of religious and political
thought, social relations, and standard forms of cultural expression. The contributors provide up-to-date analysis of the political happenings,
considering the structures of social and political life that shaped and were re-shaped by the crisis. The Handbook goes on to explore the longterm legacies of the crisis in the Three Kingdoms and their impact in a wider European context.
Armed with pistols and wearing jackboots, Bishop Henry Compton rode out in 1688 against his King but in defence of the Church of England
and its bishops. His actions are a dramatic but telling indication of what was at stake for bishops in early modern England and Compton's
action at the height of the Restoration was the culmination of more than a century and a half of religious controversy that engulfed bishops.
Bishops were among the most important instruments of royal, religious, national and local authority in seventeenth-century England. While
their actions and ideas trickled down to the lower strata of the population, poor opinions of bishops filtered back up, finding expression in
public forums, printed pamphlets and more subversive forms including scurrilous verse and mocking illustrations. Bishops and Power in Early
Modern England explores the role and involvement of bishops at the centre of both government and belief in early modern England. It probes
the controversial actions and ideas which sparked parliamentary agitation against them, demands for religious reform, and even war. Bishops
and Power in Early Modern England examines arguments challenging episcopal authority and the counter-arguments which stressed the
necessity of bishops in England and their status as useful and godly ministers. The book argues that episcopal writers constructed an identity
as reformed agents of church authority. Charting the development of this identity over a hundred and fifty years, from the Reformation to the
Restoration, this book traces the history of early modern England from an original and highly significant perspective. This book engages with
many aspects of the social, political and religious history of early modern England and will therefore be key reading for undergraduates and
postgraduates, and researchers working in the early modern field, and anyone who has an interest in this period of history.
Rethinking the Scottish Revolution offers a new interpretation of the civil wars of the mid-seventeenth century. The book innovatively links the
forging of a distinct political and religious culture, in which the vast majority of the political elite remained heavily invested, to the emergence
of an autonomous Scottish state during the 1640s. The study offers fresh perspectives on key historical themes such as state formation, print
culture, the creationof public opinion, and popular political engagement. Rethinking the Scottish Revolution opens up possibilities for
transforming our understanding of British history during a critical period for Anglo-Scottishrelations.

The new, fully-updated edition of the popular introduction to the Tudor-Stuart period—offers fresh scholarship and improved
readability. Early Modern England 1485-1714 is the market-leading introduction to the Tudor-Stuart period of English history. This
accessible and engaging volume enables readers to understand the political, religious, cultural, and socio-economic forces that
propelled the nation from small feudal state to preeminent world power. The authors, leading scholars and teachers in the field,
have designed the text for those with little or no prior knowledge of the subject. The book’s easy-to-follow narrative explores the
world the English created and inhabited between the 15th and 18th centuries. This new edition has been thoroughly updated to
reflect the latest scholarship on the subject, such as Henry VIII’s role in the English Reformation and the use of gendered
language by Elizabeth I. A new preface addresses the theme of periodization, while revised chapters offer fresh perspectives on
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proto-industrialization in England, economic developments in early modern London, merchants and adventurers in the Middle
East, the popular cultural life of ordinary people, and more. Offering a lively, reader-friendly narrative of the period, this text: Offers
a wide-ranging overview of two and half centuries of English history in one volume Highlights how social and cultural changes
affected ordinary English people at various stages of the time period Explores how the Irish, Scots, and Welsh affected English
history Features maps, charts, genealogies and illustrations throughout the text Includes access to a companion website
containing online resources Early Modern England 1485-1714 is an indispensable resource for undergraduate students in early
modern England courses, as well as students in related fields such as literature and Renaissance studies.
Horses played a major role in the military, economic, social and cultural history of early-modern England. This book uses the
supply of horses to parliamentary armies during the English Civil War to make two related points. Firstly it shows how control of
resources - although vital to success - is contingent upon a variety of logistical and political considerations. It then demonstrates
how competition for resources and construction of individuals’ identities and allegiances fed into each other. Resources, such as
horses, did not automatically flow out of areas which were nominally under Parliament’s control. Parliament had to construct
administrative systems and make them work. This was not easy when only a minority of the population actively supported either
side and property rights had to be negotiated, so the success of these negotiations was never a foregone conclusion. The study
also demonstrates how competition for resources and construction of identities fed into each other. It argues that allegiance was
not a fixed underlying condition, but was something external and changeable. Actions were more important than thoughts and to
secure victory, both sides needed people to do things rather than feel vaguely sympathetic. Furthermore, identities were not
always self-fashioned but could be imposed on people against their will, making them liable to disarmament, sequestration, fines
or imprisonment. More than simply a book about resources and logistics, this study poses fundamental questions of identity
construction, showing how culture and reality influence each other. Through an exploration of Parliament’s interaction with local
communities and individuals, it reveals fascinating intersections between military necessity and issues of gender, patriarchy,
religion, bureaucracy, nationalism and allegiance.
This works shows that Thomas Fuller (1608-1661) was a major contributor to historical writing in early modern England by
analysing his life and career.
The culture wars have as much to do with rhetorical style as moral substance. Cathleen Kaveny focuses on a powerful stream of
religious discourse in American political speech: the Biblical rhetoric of prophetic indictment. It can be strong medicine against
threats to the body politic, she shows, but used injudiciously it does more harm than good.
"This collection arises from a conference held to mark John Walter's 65th birthday at Christ's College, Cambridge, in March
2013"--P. xiii.
Focusing on Christopher Marlowe, William Shakespeare, John Webster and John Milton, Martyrs and Players in Early Modern
England argues that the English tragedians reflected an unease within the culture to acts of religious violence. David Anderson
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explores a link between the unstable emotional response of society to religious executions in the Tudor-Stuart period, and the
revival of tragic drama as a major cultural form for the first time since classical antiquity.
The period 1350–1750 saw major developments in European warfare, which not only had a huge impact on the way wars were
fought, but also are critical to long-standing controversies about state development, the global ascendancy of the West, and the
nature of 'military revolutions' past and present. However, the military history of this period is usually written from either medieval
or early-modern, and either Western or Eastern European, perspectives. These chronological and geographical limits have
produced substantial confusion about how the conduct of war changed. The essays in this book provide a comprehensive
overview of land and sea warfare across Europe throughout this period of momentous political, religious, technological, intellectual
and military change. Written by leading experts in their fields, they not only summarise existing scholarship, but also present new
findings and new ideas, casting new light on the art of war, the rise of the state, and European expansion.
The causes and nature of the civil wars that gripped the British Isles in the mid-seventeenth century remain one of the most studied yet least
understood historical conundrums. Religion, politics, economics and affairs local, national and international, all collided to fuel a conflict that
has posed difficult questions both for contemporaries and later historians. Were the events of the 1640s and 50s the first stirrings of modern
political consciousness, or, as John Morrill suggest, wars of religion? This collection revisits the debate with a series of essays which explore
the implications of John Morrill's suggestion that the English Civil War should be regarded as a war of religion. This process of reflection
constitutes the central theme, and the collection as a whole seeks to address the shortcomings of what have come to be the dominant
interpretations of the civil wars, especially those that see them as secular phenomena, waged in order to destroy monarchy and religion at a
stroke. Instead, a number of chapters present a portrait of political thought that is defined by a closer integration of secular and religious law
and addresses problems arising from the clash of confessional and political loyalties. In so doing the volume underlines the extent to which
the dispute over the constitution took place within a political culture comprised of many elements of fundamental agreement, and this
perspective offers a richer and more nuanced readings of some of the period's central figures, and draws firmer links between the crisis at the
centre and its manifestation in the localities.
Making the Englishmen offers an account of how national identities were construed and contested in the post-Reformation public sphere
1550-1650.
The sequence of civil wars that ripped England apart in the 17th century was the single most traumatic event between the medieval Black
Death and the two world wars. Braddick gives the reader a sense both of what it was like to live through events of uncontrollable violence and
what really animated the different sides.
The sixteenth and seventeenth centuries have traditionally been regarded by historians as a period of intense and formative historical
change, so much so that they have often been described as early modern? – an epoch separate from the medieval? and the modern?. Paying
particular attention to England, this book reflects on the implications of this categorization for contemporary debates about the nature of
modernity and society. The book traces the forgotten history of the phrase ?early modern? to its coinage as a category of historical analysis
by the Victorians and considers when and why words like ?modern? and ?society? were first introduced into English in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries. In so doing it unpicks the connections between linguistic and social change and how the consequences of those
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processes still resonate today. A major contribution to our understanding of European history before 1700 and its resonance for social
thought today, the book will interest anybody concerned with the historical antecedents of contemporary culture and the interconnections
between the past and the present.
Overshadowed in the popular imagination by the figure of Oliver Cromwell, historians are increasingly coming to recognize the importance of
Thomas Fairfax, 3rd Lord Fairfax of Cameron, in shaping the momentous events of mid-seventeenth-century Britain. As both a military and
political figure he played a central role in first defeating Charles I and then later supporting the restoration of his son in 1660. England’s
Fortress shines new light on this significant yet surprisingly understudied figure through a selection of essays addressing a wide range of
topics, from military history to poetry. Divided into two sections, the volume reflects key aspects of Fairfax’s life and career which are,
nevertheless, as interconnecting as they are discrete: Fairfax the soldier and statesman, and Fairfax the husband, horseman and scholar.
This fresh account of Fairfax’s reputations and legacy questions assumptions about neatly demarcated seventeenth-century chronological,
geographic and cultural boundaries. What emerges is a man who subverts as much as he reinforces assumed characteristics of martial
invincibility, political disengagement and literary dilettantism.
One of the most important - and least understood - events in English history.
The proto-Liberalism of the late seventeenth century in England reverses all the central persuasions of illiberal evangelical religion of the
early sixteenth century. Free-will, division of powers, non-literalist Biblical reading, aesthetics, theatricality: each reverses cardinal positions of
Lutheran and Calvinist religion. How? Permanent Revolution argues that all revolutions take about 150 years to settle down. In the case of
the Reformation in England, the first revolution (what Simpson calls "permanent revolution") was heady and radical. It was also ultimately
unsustainable. In about 150 years it produced its opposite, the second Reformation which led to the Enlightenment. In our own times, the
author says, liberals make a dangerous mistake when they do not understand that Evangelical fundamentalists descend from the same
parent as themselves - the "permanent revolution" of the early Reformation. The core of the book is about the English Reformation and the
archive is largely literary. Yet the political and intellectual ramifications exceed the remit of literary studies. The story of the protoEnlightenment narrated here is not a story of secularist repudiation from outside. Instead, it is primarily a story of transformation and reversal
of the Protestant tradition from within. The second Reformation (the one that became the Enlightenment) is less a secularist opponent of the
first than its dissident younger sibling, driven and marked, if not scarred, by its older evangelical sibling and competitor.--

This compelling new history situates the religious upheavals of the civil war years within the broader history of the Church of
England and demonstrates how, rather than a destructive aberration, this period is integral to (and indeed the climax of) England's
post-Reformation history.
The life of Frances Coke Villiers, Viscountess Purbeck. A story of love, sex, and high drama set against the backdrop of a
tumultuous and formative period of English history, this is also the story of an exceptional and courageous rebel against an age in
which women were expected to be obedient, silent, and chaste.
This book discusses some rituals of justice—such as public executions, printed responses to the Archbishop of Canterbury’s
execution speech, and King Charles I’s treason trial—in early modern England. Focusing on the ways in which genres shape these
events’ multiple voices, I analyze the rituals’ genres and the diverse perspectives from which we must understand them. The
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execution ritual, like such cultural forms as plays and films, is a collaborative production that can be understood only, and only
incompletely, by being alert to the presence of its many participants and their contributions. Each of these participants brings a
voice to the execution ritual, whether it is the judge and jury or the victim, executioner, sheriff and other authorities, spiritual
counselors, printer, or spectators and readers. And each has at least one role to play. No matter how powerful some institutions
and individuals may appear, none has a monopoly over authority and how the events take shape on and beyond the scaffold. The
centerpiece of the mid-seventeenth-century’s theatre of death was the condemned man’s last dying utterance. This study focuses
on the words and contexts of many of those final speeches, including King Charles I’s (1649), Archbishop William Laud’s (1645),
and the Earl of Strafford’s (1641), as well as those of less well known royalists and regicides. Where we situate ourselves to view,
hear, and comprehend a public execution—through specific participants’ eyes, ears, and minds or accounts—shapes our
interpretation of the ritual. It is impossible to achieve a singular, carefully indoctrinated meaning of an event as complex as a statesponsored public execution. Along with the variety of voices and meanings, the nature and purpose of the rituals of justice
maintain a significant amount of consistency in a number of eras and cultural contexts. Whether the focus is on the trial and
execution of the Marian martyrs, English royalists in the 1640s and 1650s, or the Restoration’s regicides, the events draw on a set
of cultural expectations or conventions. Because rituals of justice are shaped by diverse voices and agendas, with the
participants’ scripts and counterscripts converging and colliding, they are dramatic moments conveying profound meanings.
Honoring the memory of Professor Alan Everitt—who advanced the fruitful notion of the county community during the 17th
century—this volume proposes some modifications to Everitt's influential hypotheses in the light of the best recent scholarship. With
an important reevaluation of political engagement in civil war Kent and an assessment of numerous midland and southern counties
as well as Wales, this record evaluates the extraordinary impact of Everitt's book and the debate it provoked. Comprehensive and
enlightening, this collection suggests future directions for research into the relationship between the center and localities in 17thcentury England.
"This book is a political, social, and environmental history of the many attempts to drain the Fens of eastern England during the
late sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, both the early failures and the eventual successes. Fen drainage projects were
supposed to transform hundreds of thousands of acres of wetlands into dry farmland capable of growing grain and other crops,
and also reform the sickly, backward fenland inhabitants into civilized, healthy farmers, to the benefit of the entire commonwealth.
Fenlanders, however, viewed the drainage as a grave threat to their local landscape, economy, and way of life. At issue were two
different understandings of the Fens, what they were and ought to be; the power to define the Fens in the present was the power
to determine their future destiny. The drainage projects, and the many conflicts they incited, illustrate the ways in which politics,
economics, and ecological thought intersected at a time when attitudes toward both the natural environment and the
commonwealth were shifting. Promoted by the crown, endorsed by agricultural improvement advocates, undertaken by English
and Dutch projectors, and opposed by fenland commoners, the drainage of the Fens provides a fascinating locus to study the
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process of state building in early modern England, and the violent popular resistance it sometimes provoked. In exploring the
many challenges the English faced in re-conceiving and re-creating their Fens, this book addresses important themes of
environmental, political, economic, social, and technological history, and reveals new dimensions of the evolution of early modern
England into a modern, unitary, capitalist state"-In Fire under the Ashes, John Donoghue recovers the lasting significance of the radical ideas of the English Revolution, exploring
their wider Atlantic history through a case study of Coleman Street Ward, London. Located in the crowded center of seventeenthcentury London, Coleman Street Ward was a hotbed of political, social, and religious unrest. There among diverse and contentious
groups of puritans a tumultuous republican underground evolved as the political means to a more perfect Protestant Reformation.
But while Coleman Street has long been recognized as a crucial location of the English Revolution, its importance to events across
the Atlantic has yet to be explored. Prominent merchant revolutionaries from Coleman Street led England’s imperial expansion by
investing deeply in the slave trade and projects of colonial conquest. Opposing them were other Coleman Street puritans, who
having crossed and re-crossed the ocean as colonists and revolutionaries, circulated new ideas about the liberty of body and soul
that they defined against England’s emergent, political economy of empire. These transatlantic radicals promoted social justice as
the cornerstone of a republican liberty opposed to both political tyranny and economic slavery—and their efforts, Donoghue argues,
provided the ideological foundations for the abolitionist movement that swept the Atlantic more than a century later.
This ebook is a selective guide designed to help scholars and students of the ancient world find reliable sources of information by
directing them to the best available scholarly materials in whatever form or format they appear from books, chapters, and journal
articles to online archives, electronic data sets, and blogs. Written by a leading international authority on the subject, the ebook
provides bibliographic information supported by direct recommendations about which sources to consult and editorial commentary
to make it clear how the cited sources are interrelated. This ebook is just one of many articles from Oxford Bibliographies Online:
Atlantic History, a continuously updated and growing online resource designed to provide authoritative guidance through the
scholarship and other materials relevant to the study of Atlantic History, the study of the transnational interconnections between
Europe, North America, South America, and Africa, particularly in the early modern and colonial period. Oxford Bibliographies
Online covers most subject disciplines within the social science and humanities, for more information visit
www.oxfordbibliographies.com.
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