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On the life and works of Ratan Tata, born 1937, Chairman, Tata Group of Companies.
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Renaissance StateThe Unwritten Story of the Making of MaharashtraHarper Collins
Maharashtra. Among the country's largest, wealthiest, most significant constituents. A great state in name and in deed that has been the
cradle of individuals and events that have shaped India. Girish Kuber - seasoned journalist and one of Maharashtra's foremost opinion
makers - tells its story in Renaissance State. Taking in his vast sweep the region's politics, society and history from the time of the
Satavahanas down to the present day, he chronicles a number of lesser-known tales: the empire that brought the mighty Mughals to their
knees, the woman who took the issue of consent in marital sex right up to Queen Victoria, the social reformers who were far ahead of their
time, the evolution of movements of the right and left as well as for Dalit identity, and the long tradition of this great land of always standing up
to Delhi. This is the account of the making of Maharashtra that its proud people deserved but had remained unwritten.
?????
| WINNER OF THE GAJA CAPITAL BUSINESS BOOK PRIZE 2019 | The nineteenth century was an exciting time of initiative and enterprise
around the world. If John D. Rockefeller was creating unimagined wealth in the United States that he would put to the service of the nation, a
Parsi family with humble roots was doing the same in India. In 1822, a boy was born in a priestly household in Gujarat's Navsari village.
Young Nusserwanji knew early on that his destiny lay beyond his village and decided to head for Bombay to start a business - the first in his
family to do so. He had neither higher education nor knowledge of business matters, just a burning passion to carve a path of his own. What
Nusserwanji started as a cotton trading venture, his son Jamsetji, born in the same year as Rockefeller, grew into a multifaceted business,
turning around sick textile mills, setting up an iron and steel company, envisioning a cutting-edge institute of higher learning, building a worldclass hotel, and earning himself the title of the 'Bhishma Pitamah of Indian Industry'. Stewarded ably over the decades by Jamsetji's sons
Dorabji and Ratanji, the charismatic and larger-than-life JRD, and thereafter the more business-like Ratan, the Tata group today is a
110-billion-dollar empire. The Tatas is their story. But it is more than just a history of the industrial house; it is an inspiring account of India in
the making. It chronicles how each generation of the family invested not only in the expansion of its own business interests but also in nation
building. Few know, for instance, that the first hydel power project in the world was conceived of and built by the Tatas. Nor that some radical
labour concepts such as eight-hour work shifts were born in India, at the Tata mill in Nagpur. The Tata Cancer Research Centre, the Indian
Institute of Science, the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, as also the national carrier Air India - the family has a long, rich and
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unrivalled legacy. The Tatas is a tribute to a line of visionaries who have a special place in the hearts and minds of ordinary Indians. Written
by seasoned journalist Girish Kuber, this is also the only book that tells the complete Tata story spanning almost two hundred years.
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Having escaped an Australian maximum security prison, a disillusioned man loses himself in the slums of Bombay, where he works for a drug
kingpin, smuggles arms for a crime lord, and forges bonds with fellow exiles.
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Five books of essays in one volume from the Booker Prize–winner and “one of the most ambitious and divisive political essayists of her
generation” (The Washington Post). With a new introduction by Arundhati Roy, this new collection begins with her pathbreaking book The
Cost of Living—published soon after she won the Booker Prize for her novel The God of Small Things—in which she forcefully condemned
India’s nuclear tests and its construction of enormous dam projects that continue to displace countless people from their homes and
communities. The End of Imagination also includes her nonfiction works Power Politics, War Talk, Public Power in the Age of Empire, and An
Ordinary Person’s Guide to Empire, which include her widely circulated and inspiring writings on the US invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq,
the need to confront corporate power, and the hollowing out of democratic institutions globally. Praise for Arundhati Roy “The fierceness with
which Arundhati Roy loves humanity moves my heart.” —Alice Walker, Pulitzer Prize–winning author and recipient of the LennonOno Grant
for Peace Award “Arundhati Roy combines her brilliant style as a novelist with her powerful commitment to social justice in producing these
eloquent, penetrating essays.” —Howard Zinn, author of Political Awakenings and Indispensable Zinn “Arundhati Roy is incandescent in her
brilliance and her fearlessness. And in these extraordinary essays—which are clarions for justice, for witness, for a true humanity—Roy is at her
absolute best.” —Junot Díaz, author of the Pulitzer Prize–winning The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao “One of the most confident and
original thinkers of our time.” —Naomi Klein, author of No Is Not Enough and The Battle For Paradise “Arundhati Roy calls for ‘factual
precision’ alongside of the ‘real precision of poetry.’ Remarkably, she combines those achievements to a degree that few can hope to
approach.” —Noam Chomsky, leading public intellectual and author of Hopes and Prospects “India’s most impassioned critic of globalization
and American influence.” —The New York Times
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Why are surnames so important in politics? Should there be birth entitlements to inheritance of power in a democratic setup? Must the offspring be given on a platter what the common people have to struggle for? Believers in meritocracy and
equitable distribution of power would cry in chorus: ‘No’. Then why is India’s vibrant democracy stained with dynastic
politics in which bereavement is also used to transfer power? The Nehru-Gandhi family has so far been singularly held
responsible for this widespread political malaise. Rightly so! Had Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru not dithered when his
daughter Indira Gandhi stood for presidentship of the Congress almost six decades back, dynastic politics would not
have crept into our rich democracy and grown into a monster. What the father founded, the daughter fostered. Since
then, innumerable dynasties – old and new, big and small, famous and infamous – dot the country’s political landscape
today. Non-Congress parties, though equally guilty, have sporadically raised the issue of hereditary politics but never as
intensely as in the watershed 2014 Lok Sabha polls when the voters debated and debunked the right to rule on the basis
of birth certificate and not merit. They handed over the reins of the country to a non-dynast, Narendra Modi, punished the
country’s grand old party for its non-performance and its scam-ridden tenure and, yet, elected many dynastic scions – a
peculiar contradiction, but that’s what Indian politics is all about! This volume incisively analyses the unethical games
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politicians play to remain in power and grow into brands.
Collection of popular column on various National, International issues by editor Girish Kuber in the daily Loksatta
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