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Our society has gone through a weird, unremarked transition: once a novelty, the
Net is now something that we take for granted, like mains electricity or running
water. In the process we've been surprisingly incurious about its significance or
cultural implications. How has our society become dependent on a utility that it
doesn't really understand? John Naughton has distilled the noisy chatter
surrounding the internet's relentless evolution into nine clear-sighted areas of
understanding. In doing so he affords everyone the requisite knowledge to make
better use of the technologies and networks around us, as well as highlighting
some of their more disturbing implications.
In recent years there has been a large and diverse body of writing from scholars
in the social sciences who have been studying changes brought about by new
communication technologies in general and the Internet in particular. The
question of how people behave, interact and organize themselves in relation to
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this form of communication has been given added prominence by developments
within new social theory, especially in relation to the novelty of contemporary
social formations and the importance of mass communications to this changed
order. For the student new to the study of technology and society, there are a
bewildering array of claims and counter claims, representing a spectrum of
theoretical, methodological and critical sensibilities in relation to the Internet. In
this new book Allison Cavanagh evaluates the work in this area by: Investigating
the novelty of the Internet and setting the Internet in the context of
communication histories Evaluating the extent and rate of change through a
synthesis of the available empirical literature Providing a key to understanding
the changes identified through an evaluation of the utility of new social theory
Sociology in the Age of the Internet is essential reading for academics and
students with an interest in the relationship between the internet and society.
A memoir of rich texture of small town life in the 40's and 50's. The author was a
printer and shares views of the changes brought about by the internet. Stories
are a tribute to strength of immigrants to the prairie states. Many short stories
depict a strong, close, rich family life that blesses the past and looks to the future
with joy and humo
Se c’è una cosa che abbiamo sempre, letteralmente, sotto il naso, è lo
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smartphone. Ed è normale credere, dunque, che sappiamo cosa sia. Ma è
davvero così? Per scoprirlo, 11 antropologi hanno trascorso 16 mesi in varie
comunità in Africa, Asia, Europa e Sud America per osservare il modo in cui gli
anziani utilizzano lo smartphone, e la loro ricerca ha rivelato che si tratta di una
tecnologia rivolta a tutti, non solo ai giovani. Lo smartphone globale presenta i
risultati frutto di questo progetto di ricerca comparativa di respiro globale. Gli
smartphone sono diventati tanto un luogo in cui viviamo, quanto un dispositivo di
‘opportunismo perpetuo’ da cui non ci separiamo mai. Gli autori hanno
dimostrato che lo smartphone è molto più di un ‘contenitore di app’,
concentrandosi sulle differenze tra ciò che le persone dicono sugli smartphone e
il modo in cui li usano. Nessun dispositivo aveva mai raggiunto un tale livello di
‘trasformabilità’ – trasformabilità che si concretizza nella capacità di assimilare
rapidamente i nostri valori personali. Per poterlo comprendere, dunque,
dobbiamo tener presente un’ampia gamma di sfumature nazionali e culturali,
quali la comunicazione visiva in Cina e Giappone, i trasferimenti di denaro sotto
forma di credito telefonico in Camerun e in Uganda, e l’accesso a informazioni
mediche in Cina e Irlanda, oltre alle diverse traiettorie della terza età ad Al Quds,
in Brasile e in Italia. Solo allora potremo sapere davvero cos’è uno smartphone e
capire appieno l’impatto che ha sulla vita delle persone in tutto il mondo.
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Digital Dilemmas is a groundbreaking ethnographic, mixed method approach to
understanding dynamics of power and resistance as they are played out around
the future of the internet. M. I. Franklin looks at the way that publics,
governments, and multilateral institutions are being redefined and reinvented in
digital settings that are ubiquitous and yet controlled by a relative few. Franklin
does this through three original and wide-ranging case studies that get at the way
that computer-mediated power relations play out "on the ground" through a
mixture of overlapping online and offline activity, at personal, community, and
transnational levels. Case studies include online activities around homelessness
and street papers in the U.S. and around the world, digital and human rights
activism carried out though the United Nations, and the ongoing battle between
proprietary and free and open source software proponents. The result is a
thought-provoking and seminal work on the way that the new paradigms of power
and resistance forged online reshape localized and traditional power structures
offline.
??????????????????
Individuals with ancestry from countries with advanced information technology in
1500 AD, such as movable type and paper, adopt the internet faster than those
with less advanced ancestry. The analysis illustrates persistence over five
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centuries in information technology adoption in European and U.S. populations.
The results hold when excluding the most and least advanced ancestries, and
when accounting for additional deep roots of development. Historical information
technology is a better predictor of internet adoption than current development. A
machine learning procedure supports the findings. Human capital is a plausible
channel as 1500 AD information technology predicts early 20th century school
enrollment, which predicts 21st century internet adoption. A three-stage model
including human capital around 1990, yields similar results.
Presents twenty four inventions that have impacted the modern world from 1400
up to the present, with entries that provide the life of each inventor, a detailed
describtion of the invention, and the economic, social, and political impact that
the invention had on subsequent history.
The Routledge Companion to British Media History provides a comprehensive
exploration of how different media have evolved within social, regional and
national contexts. The 50 chapters in this volume, written by an outstanding team
of internationally respected scholars, bring together current debates and issues
within media history in this era of rapid change, and also provide students and
researchers with an essential collection of comparable media histories. The first
two parts of the Companion comprise a series of thematic chapters reflecting
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broadly on historiography, providing historical context for discussions of the
power of the media and their social importance, arranged in the following
sections: Media History Debates Media and Society The subsequent parts are
made up of in-depth sections on different media formats, exploring various
approaches to historicizing media futures, divided as follows: Newspapers
Magazines Radio Film Television Digital Media The Routledge Companion to
British Media History provides an essential guide to key ideas, issues, concepts
and debates in the field. Chapter 40 of this book is freely available as a
downloadable Open Access PDF at www.tandfebooks.com/openaccess. It has
been made available under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No
Derivatives 3.0 license.
Proceedings of the National Seminar on Law of Copyright : From Gutenberg's
Invention to Internet, held at Delhi during 16-17 February 2001.
Society and democracy are ever threatened by the fall of fact. Rigorous analysis
of facts, the hard boundary between truth and opinion, and fidelity to reputable
sources of factual information are all in alarming decline. A 2018 report published
by the RAND Corporation labeled this problem "truth decay" and Andrew J.
Hoffman lays the challenge of fixing it at the door of the academy. But, as he
points out, academia is prevented from carrying this out due to its own existential
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crisis—a crisis of relevance. Scholarship rarely moves very far beyond the walls of
the academy and is certainly not accessing the primarily civic spaces it needs to
reach in order to mitigate truth corruption. In this brief but compelling book,
Hoffman draws upon existing literature and personal experience to bring attention
to the problem of academic insularity—where it comes from and where, if left to
grow unchecked, it will go—and argues for the emergence of a more publicly and
politically engaged scholar. This book is a call to make that path toward public
engagement more acceptable and legitimate for those who do it; to enlarge the
tent to be inclusive of multiple ways that one enacts the role of academic scholar
in today's world.
This third edition has been thoroughly revised to bring the text up to date with the
very latest developments in the field. Increased space is given to the exciting
media developments of the early 21st Century, including in particular the rise of
social and participatory media and the globalization of media. Additionally, new
and important research is incorporated into the classic material exploring the
continuing importance of oral and manuscript communication, the rise of print
and the relationship between physical transportation and social communication.
From Gutenberg to the InternetA Sourcebook on the History of Information
TechnologyNorman Publishing
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From Gutenberg to the Internet presents 63 original readings from the history of
computing, networking, and telecommunications arranged thematically by
chapters. Most of the readings record basic discoveries from the 1830s through
the 1960s that laid the foundation of the world of digital information in which we
live. These readings, some of which are illustrated, trace historic steps from the
early nineteenth century development of telegraph systems---the first data
networks---through the development of the earliest general-purpose
programmable computers and the earliest software, to the foundation in 1969 of
ARPANET, the first national computer network that eventually became the
Internet. The readings will allow you to review early developments and ideas in
the history of information technology that eventually led to the convergence of
computing, data networking, and telecommunications in the Internet. The editor
has written a lengthy illustrated historical introduction concerning the impact of
the Internet on book culture. It compares and contrasts the transition from
manuscript to print initiated by Gutenberg's invention of printing by moveable
type in the 15th century with the transition that began in the mid-19th century
from a print-centric world to the present world in which printing co-exists with
various electronic media that converged to form the Internet. He also provided a
comprehensive and wide-ranging annotated timeline covering selected
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developments in the history of information technology from the year 100 up to
2004, and supplied introductory notes to each reading. Some introductory notes
contain supplementary illustrations.
Burgeoning national security programs; thickening borders; Wikileaks and
Anonymous; immigrant rights rallies; Occupy movements; student protests;
neoliberal austerity; global financial crises – these developments underscore that
the fable of a hope-filled post-cold war globalization has faded away. In its place
looms the prospect of states and corporations transforming a permanent war on
terror into a permanent war on society. How, at the critical juncture of a postglobalization era, will policymakers and power-holders in leading states and
corporations of the Global North choose to pursue power and control? What
possibilities and limits do activists and communities face for progressive political
action to counter this power inside and outside the state? This book is a
sustained dialogue between author and political theorist, Robert Latham and Mr.
V, a policy analyst from a state in the Global North. Mr. V is sympathetic to the
pursuit of justice, rights and freedom by activists and movements but also mindful
of the challenges of states in pursuing security and order in the current social and
political moment. He seeks a return to the progressive, welfare-oriented state
associated with the twentieth century. The dialogue offers an in-depth
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consideration of whether this is possible and how a progressive politics might
require a different approach to social organization, power and collective life.
Exploring key ideas, such as sovereignty, activism, neoliberalism, anarchism,
migration, intervention, citizenship, security, political resistance and
transformation, and justice, this book will be of interest to academics and
students of Political Science, Sociology, Anthropology, Law, Geography, Media
and Communication, and Cultural Studies.
"As digital media becomes more omnipresent in our lives, it becomes ever more
important for political scientists and communication scholars to understand its influence
on all aspects of the political process--from campaigning to governance. Catie Snow
Bailard seeks to determine the Internet's influence on citizens' evaluations of their
governments' performance, particularly whether the Internet influences their satisfaction
regarding the quality of democratic practices available in their nation. While itis clearly
important to understand how the Internet can streamline political organization once
people are moved to action, the discipline has afforded less attention to whether the
Internet influences citizens at this more foundational, antecedent stage of political
action. Bailard originates two theories for democratization specialists to consider: mirrorholding and window-opening. Mirror-holding explores how accessing the Internet allows
citizens to see a more detailed and nuanced view of their own government's
performance, dirty laundry and all. Window-opening, on the other hand, enables those
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same citizens The
to see
how other governments' perform in general, particularly in
comparison to their own. The author offers a theory of the impact of Internet use on
evaluations of government, as well as tests of that theory at the country and individual
levels based on survey data collected in 73 countries and two field experiments
conducted in Bosnia-Herzegovina and Tanzania"-The book expresses the conviction that the art of creating tools – Greek techne –
changes its character together with the change of civilization epochs and co-determines
such changes. This does not mean that tools typical for a civilization epoch determine it
completely, but they change our way of perceiving and interpreting the world. There
might have been many such epochs in the history of human civilization (much more
than the three waves of agricultural, industrial and information civilization). This is
expressed by the title Technen of the book, where n denotes a subsequent civilization
epoch. During last fifty years we observed a decomposition of the old episteme
(understood as a way of creating and interpreting knowledge characteristic for a given
civilization epoch) of modernism, which was an episteme typical for industrial
civilization. Today, the world is differently understood by the representatives of three
different cultural spheres: of strict and natural sciences; of human and social sciences
(especially by their part inclined towards postmodernism) and technical sciences that
have a different episteme than even that of strict and natural sciences. Thus, we
observe today not two cultures, but three different episteme. The book consists of four
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parts. First contains
basic epistemological observations, second is devoted to selected
elements of recent history of information technologies, third contains more detailed
epistemological and general discussions, fourth specifies conclusions. The book is
written from the cognitive perspective of technical sciences, with a full awareness – and
discussion – of its differences from the cognitive perspective of strict sciences or human
and social sciences. The main thesis of the book is that informational revolution will
probably lead to a formation of a new episteme. The book includes discussions of many
issues related to such general perspective, such as what is technology proper; what is
intuition from a perspective of technology and of evolutionary naturalism; what are the
reasons for and how large are the delays between a fundamental invention and its
broad social utilization; what is the fundamental logical error (using paradoxes that are
not real, only apparent) of the tradition of sceptical philosophy; what are rational
foundations and examples of emergence of order out of chaos; whether civilization
development based on two positive feedbacks between science, technology and the
market might lead inevitably to a self-destruction of human civilization; etc.
Traditional Chinese edition of The Shallows: What the Internet Is Doing to Our Brains. A
discussion of a controversial topic of how the Internet dumb us down. Finalist for the
2011 Pulitzer Prize in General Nonfiction. In Traditional Chinese. Distributed by Tsai
Fong Books, Inc.
This book is about digital media. Even more, the book is about us. It explains how the
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ever-growing flood
of digital media affects our perceptions of the world, change our
behaviors and eventually transform our very existence. In the era of Facebook, Twitter,
Google, and Apple, being online is the standard. We spend many hours a day gazing at
our screens, traversing the virtual realm, and posting our tweets, tags, and "likes."
Billions of years of evolution have prepared us for life at the savannas. It took us less
than two decades to radically transform our biotope. Being online is no less than a
fundamentally different mode of being. It is likely to produce a fragmented, detached,
and distorted view of the world. What will be our understanding of the world when all
certainties that result from living in a material world become useless? What will be our
role and position when computer intelligence surpasses human intelligence? How can
we avoid losing grip of the significance of identity, friendship, social engagement, and
eventually life at large? The book explains the mechanisms and consequences of
engaging in online spaces. It offers an accessible means for attaining a better
understanding of the ways digital media influence our lives. It is a compact guide to
becoming media literate and to preparing us for the advanced digital services that are
yet to come. This makes the book an indispensable aid for every twenty-first-century
citizen.
Revolutions in Communication offers a new approach to media history, presenting an
encyclopedic look at the way technological change has linked social and ideological
communities. Using key figures in history to benchmark the chronology of technical
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innovation, Kovarik's
exhaustive scholarship narrates the story of revolutions in printing,
electronic communication and digital information, while drawing parallels between the
past and present. Updated to reflect new research that has surfaced these past few
years, Revolutions in Communication continues to provide students and teachers with
the most readable history of communications, while including enough international
perspective to get the most accurate sense of the field. The supplemental reading
materials on the companion website include slideshows, podcasts and video
demonstration plans in order to facilitate further reading.
www.revolutionsincommunication.com

Our society has gone through a weird, unremarked transition: we've gone from
regarding the Net as something exotic to something that we take for granted as a
utilitarian necessity, like mains electricity or running water. In the process we've
been remarkably incurious about its meaning, significance or cultural
implications. Most people have no idea how the network works, nor any
conception of its architecture; and few can explain why it has been - and
continues to be - so uniquely disruptive in social, economic and cultural contexts.
In other words, our society has become dependent on a utility that it doesn't
really understand. John Naughton has distilled the noisy chatter surrounding the
internet's relentless evolution into nine clear-sighted and accessible areas of
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understanding. In doing so he affords everyone the requisite knowledge to make
better use of the technologies and networks around us, and see lucidly into their
future implications. Along the way FROM GUTENBERG TO ZUCKERBERG
covers areas as diverse as the science of complexity, the economics of
abundance, the appeal of disruption and the problematic nature of intellectual
property. FROM GUTENBERG TO ZUCKERBERG gives you all the basic,
conceptual equipment you need to understand the Internet phenomenon.
An exploration of the technical, social, legal, and economic aspects of the
scholarly infrastructure needed to support research activities in all fields in the
twenty-first century. Scholars in all fields now have access to an unprecedented
wealth of online information, tools, and services. The Internet lies at the core of
an information infrastructure for distributed, data-intensive, and collaborative
research. Although much attention has been paid to the new technologies
making this possible, from digitized books to sensor networks, it is the underlying
social and policy changes that will have the most lasting effect on the scholarly
enterprise. In Scholarship in the Digital Age, Christine Borgman explores the
technical, social, legal, and economic aspects of the kind of infrastructure that we
should be building for scholarly research in the twenty-first century. Borgman
describes the roles that information technology plays at every stage in the life
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cycle of a research project and contrasts these new capabilities with the relatively
stable system of scholarly communication, which remains based on publishing in
journals, books, and conference proceedings. No framework for the impending
“data deluge” exists comparable to that for publishing. Analyzing scholarly
practices in the sciences, social sciences, and humanities, Borgman compares
each discipline's approach to infrastructure issues. In the process, she
challenges the many stakeholders in the scholarly infrastructure—scholars,
publishers, libraries, funding agencies, and others—to look beyond their own
domains to address the interaction of technical, legal, economic, social, political,
and disciplinary concerns. Scholarship in the Digital Age will provoke a
stimulating conversation among all who depend on a rich and robust scholarly
environment.
The history of free expression is inextricably intertwined with advances in speech
technology. However, until recently, most forms of communication were limited
and controlled by so-called “gatekeepers” who had the power to limit or control
the ability of ordinary individuals to communicate with each other. With the
advent of the Internet and new forms of technology (e.g., personal computers,
iPhones, etc.), people have much greater capacity to communicate with each
other. Although both governments and private entities have attempted to control
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discourse over the Internet, new technologies have enabled ordinary individuals
to more easily communicate with each other and to participate in the political
process. As a result, the Internet is reshaping political debate and political action
all over the world.
This book analyses the role of businesses in regulating and influencing the
exercise of free speech on the internet.
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