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In his highly praised book Faith and the Presidency, Gary Scott Smith cast a revealing
light on the role religion has played in presidential politics throughout our nation's
history, offering comprehensive, even-handed examinations of the role of religion in the
lives, politics, and policies of eleven presidents. Now, in Religion in the Oval Office,
Smith takes on eleven more of our nation's most interesting and influential chief
executives: John Adams, James Madison, John Quincy Adams, Andrew Jackson,
William McKinley, Herbert Hoover, Harry Truman, Richard Nixon, George H. W. Bush,
Bill Clinton, and Barack Obama. Drawing on a wide range of sources and paying close
attention to historical context and America's shifting social and moral values, he
examines their religious beliefs, commitments, affiliations, and practices and scrutinizes
their relationships with religious leaders and communities. The result is a fascinating
account of the ways in which religion has helped shape the course of our history. From
John Quincy Adams' treatment of Native Americans, to Harry Truman's decision to
recognize Israel, to Bill Clinton's promotion of religious liberty and welfare reform, to
Barack Obama's policies on poverty and gay rights, Smith shows how strongly our
presidents' religious commitments have affected policy from the earliest days of our
nation to the present. Together with Faith and the Presidency, Religion in the Oval
Office provides the most comprehensive examination of the inseparable and intriguing
relationship between faith and the American presidency. This book will be invaluable to
anyone interested in the presidency and the role of religion in politics.
Religion and politics are never far from the headlines, but their relationship remains
complex and often confusing. Religion and Politics in America offers a lively,
accessible, and balanced treatment of religion in American politics. The authors explore
the historical, cultural, and legal contexts that underlie religious political engagement
while also highlighting the pragmatic and strategic political realities that religious
organizations and people face today. Incorporating up to date scholarship and analysis
of voting behavior through the 2008 elections, the fourth edition assesses the politics of
conventional and not so conventional American religious movements. Features include
contemporary case studies, useful focus study boxes, and timely discussions of Islam,
Latinos, international affairs, and political culture.
The culture wars have distorted the dramatic story of how Americans came to worship
freely. Many activists on the right maintain that the United States was founded as a
“Christian nation.” Many on the left contend that the First Amendment was designed to
boldly separate church and state. Neither of these claims is true, argues Beliefnet.com
editor in chief Steven Waldman. With refreshing objectivity, Waldman narrates the real
story of how our nation’s Founders forged a new approach to religious liberty.
Founding Faith vividly describes the religious development of five Founders. Benjamin
Franklin melded the Puritan theology of his youth and the Enlightenment philosophy of
his adulthood. John Adams’s pungent views on religion stoked his revolutionary fervor
and shaped his political strategy. George Washington came to view religious tolerance
as a military necessity. Thomas Jefferson pursued a dramatic quest to “rescue” Jesus,
in part by editing the Bible. Finally, it was James Madison who crafted an integrated
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vision of how to prevent tyranny while encouraging religious vibrancy. The spiritual
custody battle over the Founding Fathers and the role of religion in America continues
today. Waldman at last sets the record straight, revealing the real history of religious
freedom to be dramatic, unexpected, paradoxical, and inspiring.
In Earnestly Contending, Dickson Bruce examines the ways in which religious
denominations and movements in antebellum America coped with the ideals of freedom
and pluralism that exerted such a strong influence on the larger, national culture.
Despite their enormous normative power, these still-evolving ideals—themselves partly
religious in origin—ran up against deeply entrenched concerns about the integrity of
religious faith and commitment and the role of religion in society. The resulting tensions
between these ideals and desires for religious consensus and coherence would remain
unresolved throughout the period. Focusing on that era’s interdenominational
competition, Bruce explores the possibilities for and barriers to realizing ideals of
freedom and pluralism in antebellum America. He examines the nature of religion from
the perspectives of anthropology and cognitive sciences, as well as history, and uses
this interdisciplinary approach to organize and understand specific tendencies in the
antebellum period while revealing properties inherent in religion as a social and cultural
phenomenon. He goes on to show how issues from that era have continued to play a
role in American religious thinking, and how they might shed light on the controversies
of our own time.
The culture wars have distorted the dramatic story of how Americans came to worship
freely. Many activists on the right maintain that the United States was founded as a
“Christian nation.” Many on the left contend that the Founders were secular or Deist
and that the First Amendment was designed to boldly separate church and state
throughout the land. None of these claims are true, argues Beliefnet.com editor in chief
Steven Waldman. With refreshing objectivity, Waldman narrates the real story of how
our nation’s Founders forged a new approach to religious liberty, a revolutionary
formula that promoted faith . . . by leaving it alone. This fast-paced narrative begins with
earlier settlers’ stunningly unsuccessful efforts to create a Christian paradise, and
concludes with the presidencies of Washington, Adams, Jefferson, and Madison, during
which the men who had devised lofty principles regarding the proper relationship
between church and state struggled to practice what they’d preached. We see how
religion helped cause, and fuel, the Revolutionary War, and how the surprising alliance
between Enlightenment philosophers such as Jefferson and Madison and evangelical
Christians resulted in separation of church and state. As the drama unfolds, Founding
Faith vividly describes the religious development of five Founders. Benjamin Franklin
melded the morality-focused Puritan theology of his youth and the reason-based
Enlightenment philosophy of his adulthood. John Adams’s pungent views on
religion–hatred of the Church of England and Roman Catholics–stoked his revolutionary
fervor and shaped his political strategy. George Washington came to view religious
tolerance as a military necessity. Thomas Jefferson pursued a dramatic quest to
“rescue” Jesus, in part by editing the Bible. Finally, it was James Madison–the tactical
leader of the battle for religious freedom–who crafted an integrated vision of how to
prevent tyranny while encouraging religious vibrancy. The spiritual custody battle over
the Founding Fathers and the role of religion in America continues today. Waldman
provocatively argues that neither side in the culture war has accurately depicted the
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true origins of the First Amendment. He sets the record straight, revealing the real
history of religious freedom to be dramatic, unexpected, paradoxical, and inspiring. An
interactive library of the key writings by the Founding Father, on separation of church
and state, personal faith, and religious liberty can be found at
www.beliefnet.com/foundingfaith.
In this provocative book Theo Hobson addresses the current crisis of liberal
Christianity. In past years liberal Christianity challenged centuries of authoritarian
tradition and had great political influence. It played a major role in the founding of the
United States and gave rise to the secular liberalism that we take for granted. But
liberal Christianity today is widely dismissed as a watering-down of the faith, and more
conservative forms of Christianity are increasingly dominant. Can the liberal Christian
tradition recover its influence? Hobson puts forth a bold theory about why liberal
Christianity collapsed and how it can be reinvented. He argues that a simple revival is
not possible, because liberal Christianity consists of two traditions -- a good tradition
that must be salvaged and a bad tradition that must be repudiated. Reinventing Liberal
Christianity untangles these two traditions with a fascinating survey of Christian thought
from the Reformation to the present and, further, aims to transform liberal Christianity
through the rediscovery of faith and ritual.
Hushbeck defends American constitutional government by focusing on specific ideas
rather than personalities, being ideologically sharp, yet nonpartisan in tone, and by
using clear and simple arguments.
An original, readable narrative of the 1811 Battle of Tippecanoe and the role of religion
in the history of the American West
The book discusses the relationship of religion to political entities (countries) in Europe
and America in the 17th and 18th centuries. It aims to fill a gap in the literature by
understanding the varieties of religious expression in Europe at the time and how those
trends influenced the rise of religion in the American colonies and the early United
States, and also to wonder if the founding fathers of the US desired a Christian nation.
How is The Simpsons a satirical artwork engaged with important social, political, and
cultural issues? In time for the twenty-fifth anniversary, Henry offers the first
comprehensive understanding of the show as a satire and explores the ways in which
The Simpsons participates in the so-called "culture war" debates taking place in
American society.
Study of church and state in the United States is incredibly complex. Scholars working
in this area have backgrounds in law, religious studies, history, theology, and politics,
among other fields. Historically, they have focused on particular angles or dimensions
of the church-state relationship, because the field is so vast. The results have mostly
been monographs that focus only on narrow cross-sections of the field, and the few
works that do aim to give larger perspectives are reference works of factual compendia,
which offer little or no analysis. The Oxford Handbook of Church and State in the United
States fills this gap, presenting an extensive, multidimensional overview of the field.
Twenty-one essays offer a scholarly look at the intricacies and past and current
debates that frame the American system of church and state, within five main areas:
history, law, theology/philosophy, politics, and sociology. These essays provide factual
accounts, but also address issues, problems, debates, controversies, and, where
appropriate, suggest resolutions. They also offer analysis of the range of interpretations
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of the subject offered by various American scholars. This Handbook is an invaluable
resource for the study of church-state relations in the United States.
James Madison: Philosopher, Founder, and Statesman presents fresh scholarship on
the philosophical statesman who served as the nation’s fourth president and who is
often called both the father of the U.S. Constitution and the father of the Bill of Rights.
These essays by historians and political scientists from the United States and abroad
focus on six distinct aspects of Madison’s life and work: his personality and
development as a statesman; his work at the Constitutional Convention of 1787 and
contributions to larger constitutional design; his advocacy for the adoption of the Bill of
Rights; his controversial role as a party leader; his presidency; and his life after leaving
office. James Madison continues to be regarded as one of America’s great political
theorists, a man who devoted his life to, and who found fulfill- ment in, public service.
His philosophical contributions remain vital to any understanding of the modern
American polity. This book will be of great interest to political scientists and theorists, as
well as to historians of early American history and politics.
"Catholicism and the Shaping of Nineteenth-Century America offers one of the first
comparative treatments of Protestant and Catholic history in nineteenth-century
America. Gjerde argues that Protestant-Catholic conflicts helped shape the nation,
fostering the development of broader ideas about religious diversity in American
society"-"This new edition of a classic textbook provides a comprehensive, interdisciplinary
overview of the history, theology, and law of American religious liberty. The authors
offer a balanced and accessible analysis of First Amendment cases and controversies,
and compare them to both the original teachings of the American founders and current
international norms of religious liberty"-Author Patrick Mendis explores unseen forces that have guided America to global
dominance. He details how the creation of Madison's 'Universal Empire' through
Hamilton's 'Federalism' realizes Jefferson's 'Empire of Liberty.' The author then unveils
America's Masonic endgame of universal brotherhood: E Pluribus Unum.
This fascinating history, based on meticulous research into the correspondence and
documentation of the founding fathers leading up to and encompassing the crafting of
the Declaration of Independence, sheds light on how the Judeo-Christian worldview
motivated America’s founding fathers, influenced national independence, inspired our
foundational documents, and established the American nation. Written with the pacing
and drama of an enticing drama, Forged in Faith is crafted for popular appeal with a
compelling mix of dramatized story and action-driven narrative, yet with the authenticity
and academic verity of historian Rod Gragg.
Widely acclaimed at the time of its publication, the life story of the most controversial,
volatile, misunderstood provision of the Bill of Rights. At a time of increasing gun
violence in America, Waldman’s book provoked a wide range of discussion. This book
looks at history to provide some surprising, illuminating answers. The Amendment was
written to calm public fear that the new national government would crush the state
militias made up of all (white) adult men—who were required to own a gun to serve.
Waldman recounts the raucous public debate that has surrounded the amendment from
its inception to the present. As the country spread to the Western frontier, violence
spread too. But through it all, gun control was abundant. In the twentieth century, with
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Prohibition and gangsterism, the first federal control laws were passed. In all four
separate times the Supreme Court ruled against a constitutional right to own a gun. The
present debate picked up in the 1970s—part of a backlash to the liberal 1960s and a
resurgence of libertarianism. A newly radicalized NRA entered the campaign to oppose
gun control and elevate the status of an obscure constitutional provision. In 2008, in a
case that reached the Court after a focused drive by conservative lawyers, the US
Supreme Court ruled for the first time that the Constitution protects an individual right to
gun ownership. Famous for his theory of “originalism,” Justice Antonin Scalia twisted it
in this instance to base his argument on contemporary conditions. In The Second
Amendment: A Biography, Michael Waldman shows that our view of the amendment is
set, at each stage, not by a pristine constitutional text, but by the push and pull, the
rough and tumble of political advocacy and public agitation.
Drawing on scholarship from an array of disciplines, this volume provides a deep and
timely look at the intertwining of race and religion in American politics. The contributors
apply the methods of intersectionality, but where this approach has typically considered
race, class, and gender, the essays collected here focus on religion, too, to offer a
theoretically robust conceptualization of how these elements intersect--and how they
are actively impacting the political process. Contributors Antony W. Alumkal, Iliff School
of Theology * Carlos Figueroa, University of Texas at Brownsville * Robert D. Francis,
Lutheran Services in America * Susan M. Gordon, independent scholar * Edwin I.
Hernández, DeVos Family Foundations * Robin Dale Jacobson, University of Puget
Sound * Robert P. Jones, Public Religion Research Institute * Jonathan I. Leib, Old
Dominion University * Jessica Hamar Martínez, University of Arizona * Eric Michael
Mazur, Virginia Wesleyan College * Sangay Mishra, University of Southern California *
Catherine Paden, Simmons College * Milagros Peña, University of Florida * Tobin Miller
Shearer, University of Montana * Nancy D. Wadsworth, University of Denver * Gerald
R. Webster, University of Wyoming
Roger Sherman was the only founder to sign the Declaration and Resolves (1774), Articles of
Association (1774), Declaration of Independence (1776), Articles of Confederation (1777,
1778), and Constitution (1787). Roger Sherman and the Creation of the American Republic
explores Sherman's political theory and shows how it informed his many contributions to
America's founding. Contrary to oft-repeated assertions by jurists and scholars that the
founders advocated a strictly secular polity, Mark David Hall argues persuasively that most
founders believed Christianity should play an important role in the new American republic.
It is not uncommon to hear Christians argue that America was founded as a Christian nation.
But how true is this claim? In this compact book, David L. Holmes offers a clear, concise and
illuminating look at the spiritual beliefs of our founding fathers. He begins with an informative
account of the religious culture of the late colonial era, surveying the religious groups in each
colony. In particular, he sheds light on the various forms of Deism that flourished in America,
highlighting the profound influence this intellectual movement had on the founding generation.
Holmes then examines the individual beliefs of a variety of men and women who loom large in
our national history. He finds that some, like Martha Washington, Samuel Adams, John Jay,
Patrick Henry, and Thomas Jefferson's daughters, held orthodox Christian views. But many of
the most influential figures, including Benjamin Franklin, George Washington, John and Abigail
Adams, Jefferson, James and Dolley Madison, and James Monroe, were believers of a
different stripe. Respectful of Christianity, they admired the ethics of Jesus, and believed that
religion could play a beneficial role in society. But they tended to deny the divinity of Christ,
and a few seem to have been agnostic about the very existence of God. Although the founding
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fathers were religious men, Holmes shows that it was a faith quite unlike the Christianity of
today's evangelicals. Holmes concludes by examining the role of religion in the lives of the
presidents since World War II and by reflecting on the evangelical resurgence that helped fuel
the reelection of George W. Bush. An intriguing look at a neglected aspect of our history, the
book will appeal to American history buffs as well as to anyone concerned about the role of
religion in American culture.
Offers historical, philosophical, legal, and political insights into the First Amendment, religious
liberty, and church-state relations.
Were the religion clauses of the First Amendment intended to protect individuals' right to
religious freedom and equality or the states' traditional right to legislate on religion? This book
examines all the arguments and historical evidence relating to this question, and
demonstrates, contrary to the views of some scholars and Supreme Court justices, that the
clauses were sought, drafted, and originally understood not as guarantees of states' rights but
as normative restraints on the national government's power over religion.
American Constitutional Law: Essays, Cases, and Comparative Notes is a unique casebook
that encourages citizens and students of the Constitution to think critically about the
fundamental principles and policies of the American constitutional order. In addition to its
distinguished authorship, the book has two prominent features that set it apart from other
books in the field: an emphasis on the social, political, and moral theory that provides meaning
to constitutional law and interpretation, and a comparative perspective that situates the
American experience within a world context that serves as an invaluable prism through which
to illuminate the special features of our own constitutional order. While the focus of the book is
entirely on American constitutional law, the book asks students to consider what, if anything, is
unique in American constitutional life and what we share with other constitutional democracies.
Each chapter is preceded by an introductory essay that highlights these major themes and also
situates the cases in their proper historical and political contexts. This new edition offers
updated and expanded treatment of a number of important and timely topics, including
gerrymandering and campaign finance, the death penalty, privacy, affirmative action, and
school segregation. The new edition offers: _ Updated and expanded treatment of key cases
on gerrymandering and campaign finance _ Expanded discussion of the Court's work
federalism and the commerce clause _ Discussions of the Court's new cases on the death
penalty, including a discussion of the controversy within the Court about the propriety of citing
foreign case law _ An expanded discussion of the Court's recent work in the area of privacy,
including the Court's decisions with regard to partial birth abortions and same sex marriages _
An expanded section on the Court's continuing efforts to develop a coherent takings clause
jurisprudence _ Full coverage of new developments and cases concerning affirmative action
and school desegregation
A distinguished professor debunks the assertion that America's Founders were deists who
desired the strict separation of church and state and instead shows that their political ideas
were profoundly influenced by their Christian convictions. In 2010, David Mark Hall gave a
lecture at the Heritage Foundation entitled "Did America Have a Christian Founding?" His
balanced and thoughtful approach to this controversial question caused a sensation. C-SPAN
televised his talk, and an essay based on it has been downloaded more than 300,000 times. In
this new book, Hall expands upon this essay, making the airtight case that America's Founders
were not deists; that they did not create a "godless" Constitution; that even Jefferson and
Madison did not want a high wall separating church and state; that most Founders believed the
government should encourage Christianity; and that they embraced a robust understanding of
religious liberty for biblical and theological reasons. In addition, Hall explains why and how the
Founders' views are absolutely relevant today. This compelling and utterly persuasive book will
convince skeptics and equip believers and conservatives to defend the idea that Christian
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thought was crucial to the nation's founding--and that this benefits all of us, whatever our faith
(or lack of faith).
From the beginning, and at every step along the way, as Americans sought to right to vote,
others have fought to stop them. Waldman traces the full story from the founders' debates to
today's challenges: a wave of restrictive voting laws, partisan gerrymanders, the flood of
campaign money unleashed by Citizens United. The result is a compelling story of our struggle
to uphold our most fundamental democratic ideals.
Peter Gardella explores the monuments, texts, and images that embody the spirit of the United
States.
Here is a vividly written and compact overview of the brilliant, flawed, and quarrelsome group
of lawyers, politicians, merchants, military men, and clergy known as the "Founding
Fathers"--who got as close to the ideal of the Platonic "philosopher-kings" as American or
world history has ever seen. In The Founding Fathers Reconsidered, R. B. Bernstein reveals
Washington, Franklin, Jefferson, Adams, Hamilton, and the other founders not as shining
demigods but as imperfect human beings--people much like us--who nevertheless achieved
political greatness. They emerge here as men who sought to transcend their intellectual world
even as they were bound by its limits, men who strove to lead the new nation even as they had
to defer to the great body of the people and learn with them the possibilities and limitations of
politics. Bernstein deftly traces the dynamic forces that molded these men and their
contemporaries as British colonists in North America and as intellectual citizens of the Atlantic
civilization's Age of Enlightenment. He analyzes the American Revolution, the framing and
adoption of state and federal constitutions, and the key concepts and problems--among them
independence, federalism, equality, slavery, and the separation of church and state--that both
shaped and circumscribed the founders' achievements as the United States sought its place in
the world.

Founding FaithProvidence, Politics, and the Birth of Religious Freedom in
AmericaRandom House
Each of the first four volumes of this series contain365 essays. Each subsequent
volume contains about 36 essays. Volumes grow bigger as later essays grow
longer. Rolwing examines nearly all the major writers on our Basic Charter, most
of whom repudiate it. He focuses on their manifold criticisms and rejections,
reveals their multiple distortions and misunderstandings, rebukes their selfcontradictions and inconsistencies, and pities their general theo-phobia. He
argues that while America was Founded almost completely by Protestant
Christians (the only two deists were not even deists), what was Founded was
formally only a philosophical product, not a faith based or Christian one, although
the philosophy had been more Catholic than Protestant. Rolwing makes a great
deal of American history, law, ethics, politics, philosophy, and theology easily
accessible to the average reader. Each 5 minute essay can give you a high for
the whole day.
The sleeper history hit of 2008, released in paperback to coincide with the heart
of hurricane season On September 2, 1775, the eighth deadliest Atlantic
hurricane of all time landed on American shores. Over the next days, it would
race up the East Coast, striking all of the important colonial capitols and killing
more than four thousand people. In an era when hurricanes were viewed as
omens from God, what this storm signified to the colonists about the justness of
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their cause would yield unexpected results. Drawing on ordinary individuals and
well-known founders like Washington and Franklin, Tony Williams paints a
stunning picture of life at the dawn of the American Revolution, and of the
weighty choice people faced at that deciding moment. Hurricane of
Independence brings to life an incredible time when the forces of nature and the
forces of history joined together to produce courageous stories of sacrifice,
strength, and survival.
This book furthers dialogue on the separation of church and state with an
approach that emphasizes intellectual history and the constitutional theory that
underlies American society. Mark D. McGarvie explains that the founding fathers
of America considered the right of conscience to be an individual right, to be
protected against governmental interference. While the religion clauses
enunciated this right, its true protection occurred in the creation of separate
public and private spheres. Religion and the churches were placed in the private
sector. Yet, politically active Christians have intermittently mounted challenges to
this bifurcation in calling for a greater public role for Christian faith and morality in
American society. Both students and scholars will learn much from this
intellectual history of law and religion that contextualizes a four-hundred-year-old
ideological struggle.
What is the nature of the church as an institution? What are the limits of the
church's political reach? Drawing on covenant theology and the "new
institutionalism" in political science, Jonathan Leeman critiques political liberalism
and explores how the biblical canon informs an account of the local church as an
embassy of Christ's kingdom.
This book explains the original meaning of the two religion clauses of the First
Amendment: “Congress shall make no law [1] respecting an establishment of
religion or [2] prohibiting the free exercise thereof.” As the book shows, both
clauses were intended to protect the free exercise of religion or religious
freedom. West shows the position taken by early Americans on four issues: (1)
the general meaning of the “free exercise of religion,” including whether it is
different from the meaning of “no establishment of religion”; (2) whether the free
exercise of religion may be intentionally and directly limited, and if so, under what
circumstances; (3) whether laws regulating temporal matters that also have a
religious sanction violate the free exercise of religion; and (4) whether the free
exercise of religion gives persons a right to be exempt from obeying valid civil
laws that unintentionally and indirectly make it difficult or impossible to practice
their religion in some way. A definitive work on the subject and a major
contribution to the field of constitutional law and history, this volume is key to a
better understanding of the ongoing constitutional adjudication based on the
religion clauses of the First Amendment.
At a time when surveys reveal that Americans know less and less about our past,
Tony Williams provides entertaining and informative descriptions of 50 key
events-some known and some forgotten that shaped colonial and revolutionary
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America, from the Mayflower Compact to the Annapolis Convention."
A Companion to John Adams and John Quincy Adams presents a collection of
original historiographic essays contributed by leading historians that cover
diverse aspects of the lives and politics of John and John Quincy Adams and
their spouses, Abigail and Louisa Catherine. Features contributions from top
historians and Adams’ scholars Considers sub-topics of interest such as John
Adams’ role in the late 18th-century demise of the Federalists, both Adams’
presidencies and efforts as diplomats, religion, and slavery Includes two chapters
on Abigail Adams and one on Louisa Adams
Thirteen essays written by leading scholars explore the impact of a rich variety of
religious traditions on the political thought of America's founders.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • Pulitzer Prize-winning author Jon Meacham
reveals how the Founding Fathers viewed faith—and how they ultimately created a
nation in which belief in God is a matter of choice. At a time when our country seems
divided by extremism, American Gospel draws on the past to offer a new perspective.
Meacham re-creates the fascinating history of a nation grappling with religion and
politics–from John Winthrop’s “city on a hill” sermon to Thomas Jefferson’s
Declaration of Independence; from the Revolution to the Civil War; from a proposed
nineteenth-century Christian Amendment to the Constitution to Martin Luther King, Jr.’s
call for civil rights; from George Washington to Ronald Reagan. Debates about religion
and politics are often more divisive than illuminating. Secularists point to a “wall of
separation between church and state,” while many conservatives act as though the
Founding Fathers were apostles in knee britches. As Meacham shows in this brisk
narrative, neither extreme has it right. At the heart of the American experiment lies the
God of what Benjamin Franklin called “public religion,” a God who invests all human
beings with inalienable rights while protecting private religion from government
interference. It is a great American balancing act, and it has served us well. Meacham
has written and spoken extensively about religion and politics, and he brings historical
authority and a sense of hope to the issue. American Gospel makes it compellingly
clear that the nation’s best chance of summoning what Lincoln called “the better
angels of our nature” lies in recovering the spirit and sense of the Founding. In looking
back, we may find the light to lead us forward. Praise for American Gospel “In his
American Gospel, Jon Meacham provides a refreshingly clear, balanced, and wise
historical portrait of religion and American politics at exactly the moment when such
fairness and understanding are much needed. Anyone who doubts the relevance of
history to our own time has only to read this exceptional book.”—David McCullough,
author of 1776 “Jon Meacham has given us an insightful and eloquent account of the
spiritual foundation of the early days of the American republic. It is especially instructive
reading at a time when the nation is at once engaged in and deeply divided on the
question of religion and its place in public life.”—Tom Brokaw, author of The Greatest
Generation
The true drama of how faith motivated America’s Founding Fathers, from the
Declaration of Independence to the signing of Britain’s peace treaty. From the author of
Forged in Faith comes the remarkable untold history of how the faith of our fathers
critically influenced the outcome of the American Revolution and the birth of the United
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States of America. “A page-turner that reads like a novel!” Here, in the fascinating
follow-up to his popular work Forged in Faith, award-winning historian Rod Gragg
reveals how the American Revolution was fired and fueled by America’s founding
faith—the Judeo-Christian worldview. Based on meticulous research and propelled by a
fast-paced style, By the Hand of Providence uncovers the extraordinary, almostforgotten history of the faith-based Revolution that secured American liberty and
nationhood. From the American people’s first resistance to attacks on their God-given
or “inalienable” rights, through the dramatic battlefield events of the Revolution and
General George Washington’s pivotal faith-based leadership, to the climactic surrender
of Cornwallis’s British army at Yorktown, By the Hand of Providence exposes the longoverlooked but critical element that kept alive the American War for Independence and
motivated the ultimate victory that established the United States of America. In the
words of George Washington: “The Hand of Providence has been so conspicuous in all
this, that he must be worse than an infidel that lacks faith. . . .” Graced by a fast-paced
narrative and based on the extensive research Gragg has so notably applied to other
events in American history, By the Hand of Providence is an insightful and fascinating
account of the faith-based Revolution that secured American independence and
nationhood.
Whether America was founded as a Christian nation or as a secular republic is one of
the most fiercely debated questions in American history. Historians Matthew Harris and
Thomas Kidd offer an authoritative examination of the essential documents needed to
understand this debate. The texts included in this volume - writings and speeches from
both well-known and obscure early American thinkers - show that religion played a
prominent yet fractious role in the era of the American Revolution. In their personal
beliefs, the Founders ranged from profound skeptics like Thomas Paine to traditional
Christians like Patrick Henry. Nevertheless, most of the Founding Fathers rallied
around certain crucial religious principles, including the idea that people were "created"
equal, the belief that religious freedom required the disestablishment of state-backed
denominations, the necessity of virtue in a republic, and the role of Providence in
guiding the affairs of nations. Harris and Kidd show that through the struggles of war
and the framing of the Constitution, Americans sought to reconcile their dedication to
religious vitality with their commitment to religious freedom.
A thought-provoking, original appraisal of the meaning of religion by the host of public
radio's On Being Krista Tippett, widely becoming known as the Bill Moyers of radio, is
one of the country's most intelligent and insightful commentators on religion, ethics, and
the human spirit. With this book, she draws on her own life story and her intimate
conversations with both ordinary and famous figures, including Elie Wiesel, Karen
Armstrong, and Thich Nhat Hanh, to explore complex subjects like science, love, virtue,
and violence within the context of spirituality and everyday life. Her way of speaking
about the mysteries of life-and of listening with care to those who endeavor to
understand those mysteries--is nothing short of revolutionary.
Presents a historical overview of the relationship between the United States and
Christianity and an analysis of the beliefs of such figures as Thomas Jefferson,
Benjamin Franklin, and George Washington.
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