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"Choice, Welfare and Measurement contains many of Amartya Sen's most important contributions to economic analysis and
methods, including papers on individual and social choice, preference and rationality, and aggregation and economic
measurement. A substantial introductory essay interrelates his diverse concerns, and also analyzes discussions generated by the
original papers, focusing on the underlying issues."--P. [4] of cover.
By the winner of the 1988 Nobel Prize in Economics, an essential and paradigm-altering framework for understanding economic
development--for both rich and poor--in the twenty-first century. Freedom, Sen argues, is both the end and most efficient means of
sustaining economic life and the key to securing the general welfare of the world's entire population. Releasing the idea of
individual freedom from association with any particular historical, intellectual, political, or religious tradition, Sen clearly
demonstrates its current applicability and possibilities. In the new global economy, where, despite unprecedented increases in
overall opulence, the contemporary world denies elementary freedoms to vast numbers--perhaps even the majority of people--he
concludes, it is still possible to practically and optimistically restain a sense of social accountability. Development as Freedom is
essential reading.
The noted economist and philosopher Amartya Sen argues that the dictum “all people are created equal” serves largely to deflect
attention from the fact that we differ in age, gender, talents, and physical abilities as well as in material advantages and social
background. He argues for concentrating on higher and more basic values: individual capabilities and freedom to achieve
objectives. By concentrating on the equity and efficiency of social arrangements in promoting freedoms and capabilities of
individuals, Sen adds an important new angle to arguments about such vital issues as gender inequalities, welfare policies,
affirmative action, and public provision of health care and education.
The book examines the extent to which Amartya Sen's conception of 'development as freedom' can be a guide for development
policy. It argues that the theoretical foundations of the conception need to be expanded, and that it needs to give more attention to
collective and historical dimensions if it is to address poverty effectively.
Chapter - I Introduction, Chapter - II Food Security: Inter and Intranational Perspectives, Chapter - III Concepts, Theories and
Food Security Aspects, Chapter - IV Profile of the Study Area, Chapter - V Food Security among Socially Excluded Communities
in Rural Tamil Nadu, Chapter - VI Summary of Major Findings and Conclusion, References The right to food and freedom from
hunger re-emerged during 1990s. The historical World Food Summit was held in Rome in 1996, in which 185 countries
participated and signed the ‘Rome Declaration on World Food Security’ which reaffirmed the right of everyone to have access to
safe and nutritious food. Consequently, the right to adequate food is recognized as a fundamental human right. The world
communities, further pledged in 2000 to cut the number of the world’s hungry people to half between 1990 and 2015, as one of
the Millennium Development Goals (United Nations, 2008). Food security is an important means to realize the right to food. It
means the assured access to adequate food to all members of the household throughout the year. The Nobel Laureate, Amartya
Sen (1981) has suggested a framework of food entitlement in order to understand the genesis of hunger and the access to food.
According to him, own production, stored wealth, employment, kinship and government transfers are all possible sources of food
entitlement. Food security as defined by Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations (FAO, 2005) “exists when all
people, at all times, have physical, social and economic access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food that meets their dietary needs
and food preference for an active and healthy life”. Household food security is the application of this concept to the family level,
with individuals within the households as the focus of concern. India has been witnessing the phenomenon of erratic monsoon
consistently. It has serious implications on the food sufficiency and food security of the country. Poor monsoons also affect the
welfare of people in terms of availability of drinking water and employment opportunities. Studies on food security have not been
carried out in Rural Tamil Nadu by academic and specialized research institutions.
This book focuses on the causes of starvation in general and famines in particular. The traditional analysis of famines is shown to
be fundamentally defective, and the author develops an alternative analysis.
With engaging wit and subtle irony, Albert Hirschman maps the diffuse and treacherous world of reactionary rhetoric in which
conservative public figures, thinkers, and polemicists have been arguing against progressive agendas and reforms for the past two
hundred years. He draws his examples from three successive waves of reactive thought that arose in response to the liberal ideas
of the French Revolution and the Declaration of the Rights of Man, to democratization and the drive toward universal suffrage in
the nineteenth century, and to the welfare state in our own century. In each case he identifies three principal arguments invariably
used--the theses of perversity, futility, and jeopardy. He illustrates these propositions by citing writers across the centuries from
Alexis de Tocqueville to George Stigler, Herbert Spencer to Jay Forrester, Edmund Burke to Charles Murray. Finally, in a lightning
turnabout, he shows that progressives are frequently apt to employ closely related rhetorical postures, which are as biased as their
reactionary counterparts.
This unique volume is the first to examine Nobel Laureate Amartya Sen's ideas through the lens of gender. His humanitarian
approach to economics has been crucial to the development of several aspects of feminist economics and gender analysis. This
book outlines the range and usefulness of his work for gender analysis while also exploring some of its silences and implicit
assumptions. The result is a collection of groundbreaking and insightful essays which cover major topics in Sen's work, such as
the capability approach, justice, freedom, social choice, agency, missing women and development and well-being. Perspectives
have been drawn from both developing and developed countries, with most of the authors applying Sen's concepts to cultural,
geographic and historical contexts which differ from his original applications. Significant highlights include a wide-ranging
conversation between the book's editors and Sen on many aspects of his work, and an essay by Sen himself on why he is
disinclined to provide a definitive list of capabilities. These essays were previously published in Feminist Economics.

This book is the first comprehensive account of the numerous attempts made since the Second World War to provide
food security for all. It provides a reference source for all those involved and interested in food security issues.
Poverty, inequality, violence, environmental degradation, and tyranny continue to afflict the world. Ethics of Global
Development offers a moral reflection on the ends and means of local, national, and global efforts to overcome these five
scourges. After emphasizing the role of ethics in development studies, policy-making, and practice, David A. Crocker
analyzes and evaluates Amartya Sen's philosophy of development in relation to alternative ethical outlooks. He argues
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that Sen's turn to robust ideals of human agency and democracy improves on both Sen's earlier emphasis on 'capabilities
and functionings' and Martha Nussbaum's version of the capability orientation. This agency-focused capability approach
is then extended and strengthened by applying it to the challenges of consumerism and hunger, the development
responsibilities of affluent individuals and nations, and the dilemmas of globalization. Throughout the book the author
argues for the importance of more inclusive and deliberative democratic institutions.
This Open Access Book is the first to examine disasters from a multidisciplinary perspective. Justification of actions in the
face of disasters requires recourse both to conceptual analysis and ethical traditions. Part 1 of the book contains
chapters on how disasters are conceptualized in different academic disciplines relevant to disasters. Part 2 has chapters
on how ethical issues that arise in relation to disasters can be addressed from a number of fundamental normative
approaches in moral and political philosophy. This book sets the stage for more focused normative debates given that no
one book can be completely comprehensive. Providing analysis of core concepts, and with real-world relevance, this
book should be of interest to disaster scholars and researchers, those working in ethics and political philosophy, as well
as policy makers, humanitarian actors and intergovernmental organizations..
Resources, Values and Development contains many of Amartya Sen's path-breaking contributions to development
economics, including papers on resource allocation in nonwage systems, shadow pricing, employment policy, welfare
economics, poverty assessment, gender-based inequality, and hunger and famines.
From Nobel Prize winner Amartya Sen, a long-awaited memoir about home, belonging, inequality, and identity,
recounting a singular life devoted to betterment of humanity. For Amartya Sen, “home” has been many places, including
Dhaka, in modern Bangladesh, where he grew up; Calcutta, where he studied economics; and Cambridge, where he
engaged with the greatest minds of the twentieth century. In Home in the World, these “homes” collectively form an
unparalleled and truthful vision of twentieth- and twenty-first-century life. With characteristic moral clarity, Sen reflects on
cataclysmic events that tore his world asunder, from the Japanese assault on Burma and India to the Bengal famine of
1943, the struggle for Indian independence, and the outbreak of toxic nationalism that accompanied the end of British
rule. Still, Sen—a tireless champion of the dispossessed—remains the fearless optimist, working now as ever to break
down walls among warring ethnic groups. Both a book of penetrating ideas and people and places, Home in the World
becomes a work of human empathy across distance and time, and of being at home in the world.
When India became independent in 1947 after two centuries of colonial rule, it immediately adopted a firmly democratic
political system, with multiple parties, freedom of speech, and extensive political rights. The famines of the British era
disappeared, and steady economic growth replaced the economic stagnation of the Raj. The growth of the Indian
economy quickened further over the last three decades and became the second fastest among large economies. Despite
a recent dip, it is still one of the highest in the world. Maintaining rapid as well as environmentally sustainable growth
remains an important and achievable goal for India. In An Uncertain Glory, two of India's leading economists argue that
the country's main problems lie in the lack of attention paid to the essential needs of the people, especially of the poor,
and often of women. There have been major failures both to foster participatory growth and to make good use of the
public resources generated by economic growth to enhance people's living conditions. There is also a continued
inadequacy of social services such as schooling and medical care as well as of physical services such as safe water,
electricity, drainage, transportation, and sanitation. In the long run, even the feasibility of high economic growth is
threatened by the underdevelopment of social and physical infrastructure and the neglect of human capabilities, in
contrast with the Asian approach of simultaneous pursuit of economic growth and human development, as pioneered by
Japan, South Korea, and China. In a democratic system, which India has great reason to value, addressing these failures
requires not only significant policy rethinking by the government, but also a clearer public understanding of the abysmal
extent of social and economic deprivations in the country. The deep inequalities in Indian society tend to constrict public
discussion, confining it largely to the lives and concerns of the relatively affluent. Drèze and Sen present a powerful
analysis of these deprivations and inequalities as well as the possibility of change through democratic practice.
The second half of the twentieth century saw the emergence of international economic law as a major force in the
international legal system. This force has been severely tested by the economic crisis of 2008. Unable to prevent the
crisis, the existing legal mechanisms have struggled to react against its direst consequences. This book brings together
leading experts to analyse the main causes of the crisis and the role that international economic law has played in trying
to prevent it, on the one hand, and worsening it, on the other. The work highlights the reaction and examines the tools
that have been created by the international legal field to implement international cooperation in an effort to help put an
end to the crisis and avoid similar events in the future. The volume brings together eminent legal academics and
economists to examine key issues from the perspectives of trade law, financial law, and investment law with the
collective aim of reform of international economic governance.
The world almost conquered famine. Until the 1980s, this scourge killed ten million people every decade, but by early
2000s mass starvation had all but disappeared. Today, famines are resurgent, driven by war, blockade, hostility to
humanitarian principles and a volatile global economy. In Mass Starvation, world-renowned expert on humanitarian crisis
and response Alex de Waal provides an authoritative history of modern famines: their causes, dimensions and why they
ended. He analyses starvation as a crime, and breaks new ground in examining forced starvation as an instrument of
genocide and war. Refuting the enduring but erroneous view that attributes famine to overpopulation and natural disaster,
he shows how political decision or political failing is an essential element in every famine, while the spread of democracy
and human rights, and the ending of wars, were major factors in the near-ending of this devastating phenomenon. Hardhitting and deeply informed, Mass Starvation explains why man-made famine and the political decisions that could end it
for good must once again become a top priority for the international community.
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Presents an analysis of what justice is, the transcendental theory of justice and its drawbacks, and a persuasive
argument for a comparative perspective on justice that can guide us in the choice between alternatives.
A new book on the use of public action to avoid famines and reduce chronic hunger not only prescribes things to do but
also recommends new ways to think about what actions will be most effective in the future.
Rationality and freedom are among the most profound and contentious concepts in philosophy and the social sciences.
In this, the first of two volumes, Amartya Sen brings clarity and insight to these difficult issues.
“One of the few world intellectuals on whom we may rely to make sense out of our existential confusion.”—Nadine
Gordimer In this sweeping philosophical work, Amartya Sen proposes that the murderous violence that has riven our
society is driven as much by confusion as by inescapable hatred. Challenging the reductionist division of people by race,
religion, and class, Sen presents an inspiring vision of a world that can be made to move toward peace as firmly as it has
spiraled in recent years toward brutality and war.
This is a primer on the Capabilities Approach, Martha Nussbaum’s innovative model for assessing human progress. She
argues that much humanitarian policy today violates basic human values; instead, she offers a unique means of
redirecting government and development policy toward helping each of us lead a full and creative life.
Exhaustively updated, this second edition provides a current assessment of world population and the range of economic,
social, and environmental issues it raises. * Primary documents including "Warning to Humanity, November 18, 1992"
from the Union of Concerned Scientists, which warns of the perils of continued population growth among the poorer
nations and continued "overconsumption" by the richer ones * A chronology of population "milestones," such as the 1968
publication by the Sierra Club of Paul Ehrlich's The Population Bomb, which built public awareness of the effects of rapid
population increase
Essays examine barriers to economic growth, the struggle for economic equality, and the economic relations between the
Third World and Western countries
This book analyses the role of public action in solving the problem of hunger in the modern world and is divided into four
parts: Hunger in the modern world, Famines, Undernutrition and deprivation, and Hunger and public action.
Fairness and Futurity: Essays on Environmental Sustainability and Social Justice brings together leading international figures in
political theory and sociology, as well as representatives from the political community, to consider the normative issues at stake in
the relationship betweenenvironmental sustainability and social justice. It raises important questions and sets out to provide the
answers. If future generations are owed justice, what should we bequeath them? Is `sustainability' an appropriate medium for
environmentalists to express their demands? Is environmental protection compatible with intra-generational justice?Is
environmental sustainability a luxury when social peace has broken down? These essays emerged from three intensive seminars
that involved participants in constant re-evaluations of their work, and which bought three distinct groups--environmental theorists,
`mainstream' political theorists, and policy community members--into fruitful contact. In particular, the attemptto involve
`mainstream' theorists in environmental questions, and to encourage environmentalists to use intellectual resources of political
theory, should be highlighted.
Time and again Amartya Sen, one of the polymaths of our times, has stirred our thoughts and world-views through his writings and
speeches. Intrigued by the questions of social justice and welfare, he argues, in this work, some of the fundamental issuespoverty, hunger, education,globalization, media and freedom of speech, injustice, inequality, exclusion, exploitation, etc. - we
negotiate with in our day to day lives. With a passion and conviction masked by a gently persuasive style and characterised by an
undogmatic engagement with differing points of view, Sen asserts that public policy should swing sharply towards the poor, the
illiterate, and those suffering from ill health and malnourishment, and does so notjust by appealing to justice and compassion but
by relying on rigorous intellectual and academic analysis. Written in non-technical and easy to understand language, this volume
would open a window to the ideas of an internationally renowned Nobel laureate to a wide spectrum of readers.
There is, literally, a world of difference between the statements "Everyone should have adequate food," and "Everyone has the
right to adequate food." In George Kent's view, the lofty rhetoric of the first statement will not be fulfilled until we take the second
statement seriously. Kent sees hunger as a deeply political problem. Too many people do not have adequate control over local
resources and cannot create the circumstances that would allow them to do meaningful, productive work and provide for
themselves. The human right to an adequate livelihood, including the human right to adequate food, needs to be implemented
worldwide in a systematic way. Freedom from Want makes it clear that feeding people will not solve the problem of hunger, for
feeding programs can only be a short-term treatment of a symptom, not a cure. The real solution lies in empowering the poor.
Governments, in particular, must ensure that their people face enabling conditions that allow citizens to provide for themselves. In
a wider sense, Kent brings an understanding of human rights as a universal system, applicable to all nations on a global scale. If,
as Kent argues, everyone has a human right to adequate food, it follows that those who can empower the poor have a duty to see
that right implemented, and the obligation to be held morally and legally accountable, for seeing that that right is realized for
everyone, everywhere.
The first comprehensive survey of interpretations of the Great War from 1914 to 2020.
The capability approach developed by Nobel Laureate Amartya Sen has become an important new paradigm in thinking about
development. However, despite its theoretical and philosophical attractiveness, it has been less easy to measure or to translate
into policy. This volume addresses these issues in the context of poverty and justice. Part I offers a set of conceptual essays that
debate the strength of the often misunderstood individual focus of the capability approach. Part II investigates the techniques by
which we can measure and compare capabilities, and how we can integrate them into poverty comparisons and policy advice.
Finally, Part III looks at how we can apply the capability approach to different regions and contexts. Written by a team of
international scholars, The Capability Approach is a valuable resource for researchers and graduate students concerned with the
debate over the value of the capability approach and its potential applications.
Amartya Sen uses his 1999 work Development as Freedom to evaluate the processes and outcomes of economic development.
Having come to the conclusion that development is best summed up as the expansion of freedom, Sen examines traditional
definitions and understandings of the term. He says people tend to think of freedoms as economic (the freedom to enter into
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market exchanges) or political (the freedom to vote and be an active citizen), and tries to understand why the definition has been
so narrow hitherto. He concludes that an evaluation of true freedom must necessarily include the freedom to access social
services such as healthcare, sanitation and nutrition, just as much as it must acknowledge economic and political freedoms.
Evaluating the relevance of the current thinking behind development, Sen's concludes that the term 'freedom' cannot simply be
about income. In many ways, measuring income does not account for various "unfreedoms" (manmade or natural bars to
wellbeing) that hinder development. Sen's evaluation is all the more powerful for its clarity: "The freedom-centered perspective has
a generic similarity to the common concern with 'quality of life."
A nation of 1.25 billion, India is the world's most diverse democracy. Drawing on his extensive fieldwork and experience of Indian
politics, Sumantra Bose tells the story of democracy's evolution in India since the 1950s and describes the challenges it faces
today: from poverty and inequality to Maoist revolutionaries and Kashmir secessionists.
Food and FreedomDevelopment as FreedomAnchor

How do we evaluate ambiguous concepts such as wellbeing, freedom, and social justice? How do we develop policies
that offer everyone the best chance to achieve what they want from life? The capability approach, a theoretical
framework pioneered by the philosopher and economist Amartya Sen in the 1980s, has become an increasingly
influential way to think about these issues. Wellbeing, Freedom and Social Justice: The Capability Approach ReExamined is both an introduction to the capability approach and a thorough evaluation of the challenges and disputes
that have engrossed the scholars who have developed it. Ingrid Robeyns offers her own illuminating and rigorously
interdisciplinary interpretation, arguing that by appreciating the distinction between the general capability approach and
more specific capability theories or applications we can create a powerful and flexible tool for use in a variety of academic
disciplines and fields of policymaking. This book provides an original and comprehensive account that will appeal to
scholars of the capability approach, new readers looking for an interdisciplinary introduction, and those interested in
theories of justice, human rights, basic needs, and the human development approach.
The capability approach has developed significantly since Amartya Sen was awarded the Nobel Prize in Economics in
1998. It is now recognised as being highly beneficial in the analysis of poverty and inequality, but also in the redefinition
of policies aimed at improving the well-being of individuals. The approach has been applied within numerous sectors,
from health and education to sustainable development, but beyond the obvious interest that it represents for the classical
economics tradition, it has also encountered certain limitations. While acknowledging the undeniable progress that the
approach has made in renewing the thinking on the development and well-being of a population, this book takes a critical
stance. It focuses particularly on the approach’s inadequacy vis-à-vis the continental phenomenological tradition and
draws conclusions about the economic analysis of development. In a more specific sense, it highlights the fact that the
approach is too bound by standard economic logic, which has prevented it from taking account of a key ‘person’
dimension — namely, the ability of an individual to assume responsibility. As a result, this book advocates the notion that if
the approach is used carelessly in relation to development policies, it can cause a number of pernicious effects, some of
which may lead to disastrous consequences. Due to its multidisciplinary nature, this book will be of interest to those
working in the fields of economics, philosophy, development studies and sociology.
Amartya Sen is one of the world’s best-known voices for the poor, the destitute and the downtrodden and an inspiration
for policy makers and activists across the globe. He has also contributed almost without peer to the study of economics,
philosophy and politics, transforming social choice theory, development economics, ethics, political philosophy and Indian
political economy, to list but a few. This book offers a much-needed introduction to Amartya Sen’s extraordinary variety
of ideas. Lawrence Hamilton provides an excellent, accessible guide to the full range of Sen’s writings, contextualizing
his ideas and summarizing the associated debates. In elegant prose, Hamilton reconstructs Sen’s critiques of the major
philosophies of his time, assesses his now famous concern for capabilities as an alternative for thinking about poverty,
inequality, gender discrimination, development, democracy and justice, and unearths some overlooked gems.
Throughout, these major theoretical and philosophical achievements are subjected to rigorous scrutiny. Amartya Sen is a
major work on one of the most influential economists and philosophers of the last couple of centuries. It will be invaluable
to students and scholars across the humanities and social sciences and an excellent guide for policy makers, legislators
and global activists.
This book explores the role of public action in eliminating deprivation and expanding human freedoms in India. The
analysis is based on a broad and integrated view of development, which focuses on well-being and freedom rather than
the standard indicators of economic growth. The authors place human agency at the centerstage, and stress the
complementary roles of different institutions (economic, social, and political) in enhancing effective freedoms.
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