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Folk Tale From India The Hidden Treasure
Presents adaptations of tales and fables selected from Sanskrit and Pali sources that
comprise the ancient literature and folklore of India.
Timeless tales from all over India from Bengal to Bastar and Kashmir to Coorg, there
are stories that have been handed down generations: bedtime stories for children,
fireside stories for travelers, who have heard these tales, wondered at them and
repeated them to others. In A Twist in the Tale: More Indian Folktales, Aditi De collects
forty such stories from various parts of India and retells them with dollops of humor. A
friendless crocodile, a timid mouse and a vain fox are among some of the eccentric
characters that appear in this book. There is also a clever princess, a hapless priest
with heron feathers flying out of his mouth, and galleries of rogues. Strange happenings
are not uncommon, so a nail tree grows out of nail clippings and a beetle saves a man
from the dungeons. Full of the details of everyday life, festivities and food, these
ageless stories have seldom been so exciting and such fun. Accompanied by Uma
Krishnaswamy's brilliant illustrations, this book will introduce the magic of Indian
folktales to a new generation of readers.
Prince Chandra rescues his older brothers from an evil wizard.
India is a treasure-trove of folktales born out of the customs and traditions of the
country. Sometimes these tales are retold in its different regions, while imparting the
local flavour to them. The mobility of the folktales can be attributed to the pilgrims and
travellers journeying from one part of the country to another. They rested at night in
dharamsalas or inns, often attached to temples, where they mingled among themselves
and with the local people. More often than not, folktales are passed on from
grandmother to grandchildren so vividly that they are impressed in the listener's
memory forever. They are delightful and fascinating to the young as well as the old. The
same story even when heard repeatedly does not lose its interest as it appeals to the
fantasies, the make-beliefs and the primitiveness in us. These beautiful folktales of
India were on the verge of extinction when a project of compilation of 21 volumes
consisting of folktales of different regions was launched by Sterling. These folktales
have been gleaned from the larger collection.
India is a mix of many cultures and people, which means there are literally hundreds of
reasons to celebrate! Have you ever wondered what Onam is all about? Why people
eat hot cross buns at Easter? Are Pongal, Lohri and Sankranti all the same festival?
Why do people fast during Ramzan? Get ready to find the answers to all of these
questions and dive into the stories behind these festivals and many others.
From Jammu and Kashmir in the north to the Andaman and Nicobar Islands in the
south, from Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu in the west to Arunachal
Pradesh in the east, and all the other states and union territories of India in between,
here are 108 fabulous folk tales, legends, and stories from more than fifty-seven
languages and dialects. You will delight in wondrous tales of heroes and heroines, of
ordinary men and women, of wicked mothers-in-law and foolish sons-in-law, of love lost
and won, of a tree who loved a girl, of seers and wise men, of chudails, werewolves,
and wizards, of a potter girl and the divine cow, of demoiselle cranes and humans
transforming into elephants, of how the woodpecker got its crest, and much, much
more. Startlingly original, brilliant, wise, and often funny, these stories will delight
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readers of all ages. The Owl Delivered the Good News All Night Long is a one-of-a-kind
anthology that weaves together celebrated folk tales and legends with modern lore and
true stories. With a remarkable range of languages, dialects, and communities
represented, this anthology is a delightful mix of folklore passed down the generations
and exceptional stories of ordinary people recorded for the first time. The anthology has
been meticulously compiled by visual anthropologist and author, Lopamudra Maitra
Bajpai, who was recently deputed as the Culture Specialist (Research) at the SAARC
Cultural Centre.
The book is a traditional form of narrative, orally transmitted and one of the most
significant genre of folk-lore.
The first single volume collection of classic Hindi folktales by translators William Crooke
and Pandit Ram Gharib Chaube. * Includes the original versions of over 350 Indian
folktales collected in colonial India during the 1890s * Introduction by Sadhana Naithani
provides an overview of William Crooke's methodology and translation practices
In India wondrous things always happen: A gusty princess imperils her life so she can
rescue her brothers from the land of the magic bird ... A clever zamindar's wife sets a
demon an impossible task ... A brave landowners's wife single-handedly outsmarts a
gang of dacoils ... In this enchanting collection of India's timeless folktales retold by
bestselling author Anupa Lal, dauntless women catch thieves, argue with high-handed
kings, outwit presumptous rats and deal with dangerous demons.
This collection brings to you a classic mixture of humorous, informative and interesting
stories from the ancient times of southern India. Enjoy a ride on The Heavenly Elephant
, meet The Man in the Bush , find out How the Dwarf Outwitted the Giant an
Traditional Indian lore through the eyes of two artists. “Their collaboration is nothing
short of phenomenal. The illustrations take you into another world.” —Medium A shapeshifting tiger and a pretentious rat. A generous goddess and a powerful demon. A
clever princess and a prince who returns from the dead. This collection of sixteen
traditional tales transports readers to the beguiling world of Indian folklore. Transcribed
by Indian and English folklorists in the nineteenth century, these stories brim with wit
and magic. Fans of fairy tales will encounter familiar favorites—epic quests and talking
animals—alongside delightful surprises—an irreverent sense of humor and an array of
bold, inspiring heroines. Each tale in this ebook comes alive alongside exquisite artwork
by a pair of contemporary Indian artists.
This book of oral tales from the south Indian region of Kannada represents the
culmination of a lifetime of research by A. K. Ramanujan, one of the most revered
scholars and writers of his time. The result of over three decades' labor, this longawaited collection makes available for the first time a wealth of folktales from a region
that has not yet been adequately represented in world literature. Ramanujan's skill as a
translator, his graceful writing style, and his profound love and understanding of the
subject enrich the tales that he collected, translated, and interpreted. With a written
literature recorded from about 800 A.D., Kannada is rich in mythology, devotional and
secular poetry, and more recently novels and plays. Ramanujan, born in Mysore in
1929, had an intimate knowledge of the language. In the 1950s, when working as a
college lecturer, he began collecting these tales from everyone he could--servants,
aunts, schoolteachers, children, carpenters, tailors. In 1970 he began translating and
interpreting the tales, a project that absorbed him for the next three decades. When
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Ramanujan died in 1993, the translations were complete and he had written notes for
about half of the tales. With its unsentimental sympathies, its laughter, and its
delightfully vivid sense of detail, the collection stands as a significant and moving
monument to Ramanujan's memory as a scholar and writer.
Stories of wonder and wit, from far and near Everyone will find a favourite story in this
collection of folktales and legends. There is the story of Jumman the labourer, who
thinks the Qazi of Jaunpur is actually his donkey! And the strange adventure of Dhania
who, stealing out for a midnight snack, gets stuck in honey. Or the account of how a
lowly weasel put the mighty Yudhishtir in place. And what happens when Bhim tries to
match his strength against that of Hanuman! Culled from all parts of the country, and
spanning heaven, earth and the netherworld, these stories let us into a world of
enchantment, wisdom and loads of fun.
Read Along or Enhanced eBook: In this story from India, a poor boy's dream of having
a drum takes him on an unlikely journey of discovery. He meets several people who
guide him along the way. In time, he learns to make his own "magic" in this world.
Being educated or well-read is completely different from being sensible. This is an
amusing story that tells us that the educated are not necessarily intelligent!
A retelling of the Indic folktale of a poor young boy who dreams of owning a drum and
when he receives a magic stick, is able to create his own good luck.
This anthology includes eight traditional tales from all over the Indian subcontinent.
Bright acrylic illustrations accompany stories of magical spirits in the mountains of the
northeast, sneaky robbers and brave heroines in the heart of the Indus Valley, action
and adventure in the far south, and much more!
Tales of IndiaFolktales from Bengal, Punjab, and Tamil NaduChronicle Books
Features seventy tales of horror, comedy, allegory, mystery, gods, beasts, beggars,
ogres, and dervishes
A shape-shifting tiger and a pretentious rat. A generous goddess and a powerful
demon. A clever princess and a prince who returns from the dead. This collection of 16
traditional tales transports readers to the beguiling world of Indian folklore. Transcribed
by Indian and English folklorists in the nineteenth century, these stories brim with wit
and magic. Fans of fairy tales will encounter familiar favorites—epic quests and talking
animals—alongside delightful surprises—an irreverent sense of humor and an array of
bold, inspiring heroines. This special gift edition features an embossed, textured case
and a ribbon marker, and each tale comes alive alongside exquisite artwork by a pair of
contemporary Indian artists.
Rajahs, brahmins and tigers abound in evocative stories, retold with context notes and
vibrant illustrations.
There are human skulls speaking to men. There are demonesses falling in love with
their prey. There is a jackal pretending to be a priest and a donkey that goes beyond
his duty. These are stories from the soil of Bihar, from the land of Bhojpuri and Maithilistories that have traversed centuries and created a catalogue of oral wisdom.
This book is a representative collection of twenty-nine Fairy Tales of India. Take a
literary tour through India's rich folk tale tradition in this comprehensive volume by
historian and folklorist Joseph Jacobs. These Indian tales resemble the stories that
flourished in Europe, such as the tales by the Brothers Grimm and by Aesop, although
they have an Indian flavor. The collector of these stories contends that they are very
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old, older than the legends and folk-tales that later flourished in Europe. He believes
that India was the originator of this genre and the stories were possibly brought to
Europe by the crusaders or other travelers that passed through India. The stories in this
edition are amply illustrated.
Presents approximately one hundred Indian folktales, translated from fourteen
languages.
Soils and national characters differ, but fairy tales are often the same in plot and
incidents, if not in style. Most of the 27 illustrated tales in this volume of Indian fairy
tales are known in the West in some form or other; how can we account for their
simultaneous existence in both Europe and Asia? In this volume we find stories about
Punchkin, the evil magician, and the quaint myth: "How Sun, Moon, and Wind went out
to Dinner," the magic fiddle, the broken pot, the tiger, the Brahman, the Jackal, and
more. In short, Jacobs has made this book a representative collection of all the fairy
tales of India. Some have declared that India is the home of the fairy tale, and that all
European fairy tales have been brought from thence by crusaders, Mongol
missionaries, Gypsies, Jews, traders, and many other travellers. After all, India is on
one branch of the fabled Silk and Spice Routes, over which Europeans and Asians
have been travelling for several millennia. We should be prepared, within certain limits,
to hold a brief for India. The common fairy stories of the children of Europe, which form
a greater part of their stories as a whole, are derived from Indian tales. In particular, the
majority of the Drolls, or comic tales and jingles, can be traced without much difficulty
back to the Indian peninsula. To assemble this volume, Jacobs has selected the best
from the Jatakas, the Bidpai, the Tales of the Sun, the Baluchi folk-tales, and the folktales of Kashmir. It is only a further proof that fairy tales are something more than Celtic
or Hindoo-they are human. So curl up with a sliver of the Indian sub-continent and lose
yourself in a culture and lifestyle of the ancient, Eastern past. Part of a Social
Enterprise Program 33% of the net profit from the sale of this book will be donated to
organisations, charities and schools around the world.
It is found among the old, old histories of the Tibetans that a female demon living
among the mountains in Northern India mated with a monkey from the forests of Tibet,
and from this union sprang the Tibetan race of people. The greater part of their
literature is of a sacred nature, telling of their creation, of the formation of the world, of
Buddha and his miraculous birth and death, of his reincarnations and the revisions of
his teachings. A kind of almanac, a little astronomy, plans for casting a horoscope, and
many books filled with religious teachings and superstitions, including the worship of
devils and demons, are about all that can be found. The 49 little stories in this book are
told as the people sit around their boiling tea made over a three stone camp-fire. They
are handed down from father to son, from mother to daughter, and though often filled
with their superstitious beliefs, through them all run a vein of humor and the teachings
of a moral truth which is quite unexpected. These tales were gathered by Dr. A. L.
Shelton on his trips among the Tibetans, around their camp-fires at night, and in their
black tents high up in the mountains. Every country has its folk-lore tales that have
always been a joy and pleasure to the children, not only of their own land, but of other
lands as well. May these stories add a little to this pleasure and enjoyment everywhere,
in whatsoever tongue they may be translated or in whatever land they may be read.
Flora Beal Shelton 1925
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Kings and misers, princes and paupers, wise men and foolish boys, the funniest and
oddest men and women come alive in this sparkling new collection of stories. The
clever princess will only marry the man who can ask her a question she cannot answer;
the orphan boy outwits his greedy uncles with a bag of ash; and an old couple in
distress is saved by a magic drum. Sudha Murty’s grand parents told her some of
these stories when she was a child; others she heard from her friends from around the
world. These delightful and timeless folk tales have been her favourites for years, and
she has recounted them many times over to the young people in her life. With this
collection, they will be enjoyed by many more readers, of all ages.
Crocodile wants to feast on Monkey's heart and Monkey must outsmart him if he is to
enjoy eating mangoes all day.
Who can resist a good story, especially when it’s being told by Grandma? From her
bag emerges tales of kings and cheats, monkeys and mice, bears and gods. Here
comes the bear who ate some really bad dessert and got very angry; a lazy man who
would not put out a fire till it reached his beard; a princess who got turned into an onion;
a queen who discovered silk, and many more weird and wonderful people and animals.
Grandma tells the stories over long summer days and nights, as seven children enjoy
life in her little town. The stories entertain, educate and provide hours of enjoyment to
them. So come, why don’t you too join in the fun.
This lively folk tale from Orissa, India, explains why tigers eat their food uncooked and
why cats live with people. The tiger child is sent to fetch some more fire from the
village, but on the way he gets distracted by his friends. By the time he gets to the
village, he has forgotten what he has been sent to fetch.
Folklore Pervades Childhoods, Families And Communities And Is The Language Of
The Illiterate. Even In Large, Modern Cities, Folklore Proverbs, Lullabies, Folk
Medicine, Folktales Is Only A Suburb Away, A Cousin Or A Grandmother Away.
Wherever People Live, Folklore Grows. India Is A Country Of Many Languages,
Religions, Sects And Cultures. It Is A Land Of Many Myths And Countless Stories.
Translated From Twenty-Two Indian Languages, These One Hundred And Ten Tales
Cover Most Of The Regions Of India And Represent Favourite Narratives From The
Subcontinent. A.K. Ramanujan S Outstanding Selection Is An Indispensable Guide To
The Richness And Vitality Of India S Ageless Oral Folklore Tradition.
Treasury of traditional Indian folklore features beautiful color illustrations. Many tales
resemble Aesop's fables, offering regional variations on "Androcles and the Lion,"
"Chicken Little," and other stories of wise and foolish animals.

16 delightful tradition stories, including "Palwahn the Wrestler," "How Princess
Maya got her Deserts," "The Munificent Miser," "The End of the World," and 12
other traditional tales.
Retells the traditional Indian legend of how Rabbit managed to steal fire from the
Sky People and bring it to Earth.
A collection of 20 stories from India's rich folklore heritage. From wicked
magicians to wise old priests, charming princes and beautiful princesses, to
greedy tigers and wily jackals, these magical tales are full of adventure and
trickery, and infused with deeper messages about morality, Life and the world
around us. Founded on the work of folklorist, Joseph Jacob, and from tales from
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India's Mughul period, award-winning author Bali Rai's lively retellings are a
delight for readers of all ages. The book includes endnotes with a glossary,
additional information as well as ideas for activities that children can do to
explore the stories further.
The lion's courtiers persuade him to try camel's meat but the results are
unexpected.
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