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A unique ‘backstory’ of Alexander and his
successors: the biased historians, deceits, wars,
generals, and the tale of the literature that preserved
them. ‘Babylon, mid-June 323 BCE, the gateway of
the gods; prostrated in the Summer Palace of
Nebuchadrezzar II on the east bank of the
Euphrates, wracked by fever and having barely
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survived another night, King Alexander III, the rule of
Macedonia for 12 years and 7 months, had his
senior officers congregate at his bedside.
Abandoned by Fortune and the healing god
Asclepius, he finally acknowledged he was dying.
Some 2,340 years on, five barely intact accounts
survive to tell a hardly coherent story. At times in
close accord, though more often contradictory, they
conclude with a melee of death-scene rehashes, all
of them suspicious: the first portrayed Alexander
dying silent and intestate; he was Homeric and vocal
in the second; the third detailed his Last Will and
Testament though it is attached to the stuff of
romance. Which account do we trust?’ In Search Of
The Lost Testament Of Alexander The Great is the
result of a ‘decade of contemplations on Alexander’
presented as a rich thematic narrative Grant
describes as the ‘backstory behind the history’ of
the great Macedonian and his generals. Taking an
uncompromising investigative perspective, Grant
delves into the challenges faced by Alexander’s
unique tale: the forgeries and biased historians, the
influences of rhetoric, romance, philosophy and
religion on what was written and how. Alexander’s
own mercurial personality is vividly dissected and the
careers and the wars of his successors are
presented with a unique eye. But the book never
loses sight of central aim: to unravel the mystery
behind Alexander’s ‘unconvincingly reported’
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intestate death. And out of Grant’s research
emerges one unavoidable verdict: after 2,340 years,
the Last Will and Testament of Alexander III of
Macedonia needs to be extracted from ‘romance’
and reinstated to its rightful place in mainstream
history: Babylon in June 323 BCE. Although the
result a decade of academic research, In Search Of
The Lost Testament Of Alexander The Great is
written in an entertaining and engaging style that
opens the subject to both scholars and the casual
reader of history looking to learn more about the
Macedonian king and the men who ‘made’ his
story. It concludes with a wholly new interpretation of
the death of Alexander the Great and the
mechanism behind the wars of succession that
followed.
Focusing on the 4th and 5th centuries, Michael
Gaddis explores how various groups employed the
language of religious violence to construct their own
identities, to undermine the legitimacy of their rivals,
& to advance themselves in the competitive & high
stakes process of Christianizing the Roman Empire.
A comprehensive modern biographical survey of
homosexuality in the modern world, containing more
than 500 entries.
Combining personal stories and sound scholarship,
Paul Alexander, a young scholar with a Pentecostal
background, examines the phenomenal worldwide
success of Pentecostalism. While most other works
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on the subject are either for academics or believers,
this book speaks to a broader audience.
Interweaving stories of his own and his family's
experiences with an account of Pentecostalism's
history and tenets, Alexander provides a unique and
accessible perspective on the movement.
2 Maccabees is a Jewish work composed during the
2nd century BCE and preserved by the Church.
Written in Hellenistic Greek and told from a JewishHellenistic perspective, 2 Maccabees narrates and
interprets the ups and downs of events that took
place in Jerusalem prior to and during the
Maccabean revolt: institutionalized Hellenization and
the foundation of Jerusalem as a polis; the
persecution of Jews by Antiochus Epiphanes,
accompanied by famous martyrdoms; and the
rebellion against Seleucid rule by Judas
Maccabaeus. 2 Maccabees is an important source
both for the events it describes and for the values
and interests of the Judaism of the Hellenistic
diaspora that it reflects - which are often quite
different from those represented by its competitor, 1
Maccabees.
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The award-winning actress and best-selling author of
The Camino and Out on a Limb evaluates the personal
and professional milestones that have marked her
spiritual journey, in an account that explores forefront
issues in health, nutrition, and life after death. Reprint.
100,000 first printing.
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Alexander the Great conquered territories on a
superhuman scale and established an empire that
stretched from Greece to India. He spread Greek culture
and education throughout his empire, and was
worshipped as a living god by many of his subjects. But
how great is a leader responsible for the deaths on tens
of thousands of people? A ruler who prefers constant
warring to administering the peace? A man who believed
he was a god, who murdered his friends, and recklessly
put his soldiers lives at risk? Ian Worthington delves into
Alexander's successes and failures, his paranoia, the
murders he engineered, his megalomania, and his
constant drinking. It presents a king corrupted by power
and who, for his own personal ends, sacrificed the
empire his father had fought to establish.
Dr. Gary Chapman provides an easy-to-grasp framework
to help couples understand their marriage and seven
practical strategies for strengthening or improving their
marriage relationship. A valuable resource for couples
regardless of how long they've been married, this
biblically based book is a reference tool to help couples
through every season of marriage. Which Season of
Marriage Are You In? Summer - A deep sense of
satisfaction and security characterizes marriages in
summer. Make the most of this season and help identify
the hidden conflicts that can surface and threaten your
contentment and stability. Spring - Spring represents a
time of hopefulness and new beginnings. Discover new
ways of listening and loving and awareness of the
unexpected irritations that can disrupt this positive
season. Winter - Winter relationships are distant and
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difficult. Marriage is much harder during the season of
cold silences and bitter winds, but once you and your
spouse develop a vocabulary for melting the ice, you'll
soon be on your way to warmer, happier times. Fall - Fall
carries with it the unwanted change, uncertainty, and
unsettledness that all couples face during the life of their
marriage. Learn how to navigate this turbulent season,
plant the seeds of hope and avoid the threatening winds
of winter. "
fire from heavenThe Novels of Alexander the GreatFire
from Heaven, The Persian Boy, and Funeral
GamesOpen Road Media
Alexander the Great died at the age of thirty-three,
leaving behind an empire that stretched from Greece and
Egypt to India. After Alexander's death in 323 B.C. his
only direct heirs were two unborn sons and a simpleton
half-brother. Every long-simmering faction exploded into
the vacuum of power. Wives, distant relatives and
generals all vied for the loyalty of the increasingly
undisciplined Macedonian army. Most failed and were
killed in the attempt. For no one possessed the
leadership to keep the great empire from crumbling. But
Alexander's legend endured to spread into worlds he had
seen only in dreams.
Parivash Jamzadeh demonstrates how the propaganda
material used during Alexander the Great’s military campaign
to conquer the Achaemenid empire shows multiple layers of
Iranian influences. She also shows that the studied sources
do not always offer an accurate account of the contemporary
Iranian customs and occasionally included historical
inaccuracies.
Our knowledge of Alexander the Great is derived from the
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widely varying accounts of five authors who wrote three and
more centuries after his death. The value of each account
can be determined in detail only by discovering the source
from which it drew, section by section, whether from a
contemporary document, a memoir by a companion of
Alexander, a hostile critique or a romanticizing narrative. In
this book the three earliest accounts are studied in depth, and
it becomes apparent that each author used more than one
source, and that only occasionally did any two of them or all
three use the same source for an incident or a series of
incidents. This book will be of value to ancient historians and
of interest also to those studying Alexander the Great.
An “intriguing and invaluable” biography of Alexander the
Great by the novelist whose fiction redefined Ancient Greece
(The New York Times). Acclaimed writer Mary Renault is
widely known for her provocative historical novels of
Alexander the Great and his lovers. But she also authored
this nonfiction classic, a fresh, illuminating look at a man
whose legend has remained larger than life for more than two
thousand years. From his dysfunctional family dynamics to
his molding under Aristotle, from his shocking rise to power at
age twenty to the staggering violence of his military
campaigns, Renault is clear-eyed about Alexander’s
accomplishments and his flaws. Infectious in its enthusiasm,
this is a penetrating study of an unrivaled conqueror,
enduring icon, and fascinating man. Hailed as both “a
splendid achievement in nonfiction” (The Plain Dealer) and
“the perfect companion to her Alexander novels” (The Wall
Street Journal), Renault’s engrossing and accessible
biography stands alone in the pantheon of Alexander the
Great literature. This ebook features an illustrated biography
of Mary Renault including rare images of the author.
First Published in 1997. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor &
Francis, an informa company.
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Hi, family, friends, fans, and readers. While reading my book
Heavens Own Fire, many of you will experience many
different emotions, laughter and tears, smiles and sighs. Not
to sound arrogant at all, but I know that you will love the
poetry and short stories. I want you all to enjoy my writings
and get very familiar with my style so that you will be
prepared for my next novel, knowing not only my style but
also some of my emotions, especially those of love and
laughtersingle in love and married in love. Overall, this is a
great read for everyone. Thanks and love forever. Leonard
Alexander
This biography begins not with one of the universally known
incidents of Alexander's life, but with an account of his father,
Philip of Macedonia, whose many-territoried empire was the
first on the continent of Europe to have an effectively
centralized government and military. What Philip and
Macedonia had to offer, Alexander made his own, but Philip
and Macedonia also made Alexander form an important
context for understanding Alexander himself. Yet his origins
and training do not fully explain the man. After he was named
hegemon of the Hellenic League, many philosophers came to
congratulate Alexander, but one was conspicuous by his
absence: Diogenes the Cynic, an ascetic who lived in a clay
tub. Piqued and curious, Alexander himself visited the
philosopher, who, when asked if there was anything
Alexander could do for him, made the famous reply, "Don't
stand between me and the sun." Alexander's courtiers jeered,
but Alexander silenced them: "If I were not Alexander, I would
be Diogenes." This remark was as unexpected in Alexander
as it would be in a modern leader. -- Publisher.

'Renault's masterpiece. One of the greatest historical
novels ever written' SARAH WATERS In the second
novel of her stunning trilogy, Mary Renault vividly
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imagines the life of Alexander the Great, the
charismatic leader whose drive and ambition created
a legend. The Persian Boy traces the last years of
Alexander's life through the eyes of his lover,
Bagoas. Abducted and gelded as a boy, Bagoas is
sold as a courtesan to King Darius of Persia, but
finds freedom with Alexander the Great after the
Macedon army conquers his homeland. Their
relationship sustains Alexander as he weathers
assassination plots, the demands of two foreign
wives, a sometimes mutinous army, and his own
ferocious temper. After Alexander's mysterious
death, we are left wondering if this Persian boy
understood the great warrior and his ambitions better
than anyone. 'Mary Renault is a shining light to both
historical novelists and their readers. She does not
pretend the past is like the present, or that the
people of ancient Greece were just like us. She
shows us their strangeness; discerning, sure-footed,
challenging our values, piquing our curiosity, she
leads us through an alien landscape that moves and
delights us' Hilary Mantel 'The Alexander Trilogy
stands as one of the most important works of fiction
in the 20th century . . . it represents the pinnacle of
[Renault's] career . . . Renault's skill is in immersing
us in their world, drawing us into its strangeness, its
violence and beauty. It's a literary conjuring trick like
all historical fiction - it can only ever be an
approximation of the truth. But in Renault's hands,
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the trick is so convincing and passionately conjured.
Nowhere is this more evident than in The Persian
Boy . . . Bagoas is a brilliant narrator. Rendered
unreliable by his passion, he is always believeable
and sympathetic . . . His Persian background allows
him to see the king and his Macedonians through the
questioning eyes of an alien' - Antonia Senior, The
Times
"The most important work on Alexander the Great to
appear in a long time. Neither scholarship nor semifictional biography will ever be the same again. . .
.Engels at last uses all the archaeological work done
in Asia in the past generation and makes it
accessible. ... Careful analyses of terrain, climate,
and supply requirements are throughout combined in
a masterly fashion to help account for Alexander's
strategic decision in the light of the options open to
him ... The chief merit of this splendid book is
perhaps the way in which it brings an ancient army
to life, as it really was and moved: the hours it took
for simple operations of washing and cooking and
feeding animals; the train of noncombatants moving
with the army. ... this is a book that will set the
reader thinking. There are not many books on
Alexander the Great that do."--New York Review of
Books.
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Looks at the relationship between Philip II and his
son, Alexander the Great, and their roles in the rise
of the Macedonian empire.
A New York Times–bestselling trilogy about the
ancient Greek kingdom of Macedon and its leader
from an author hailed by Hilary Mantel as “a shining
light.” Fire from Heaven is a gripping account of the
formative years of Alexander’s life. The story tells of
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his complex relationship with his parents; of his two
great bonds—to his horse, Oxhead, and to his
dearest friend and eventual lover, Hephaistion—and
of the army he commands when he is barely an
adult. Coming of age during the battles for southern
Greece, Alexander the Great first takes someone’s
life at age twelve and swiftly eliminates his rivals as
soon as he comes to power, emerging in this novel
as a captivating and complex figure. The iconic
Persian Boy centers on the Macedon king as seen
through the eyes of his lover and most faithful
attendant, the eunuch Bagoas. When Bagoas is very
young, his father is murdered and he is sold as a
slave to King Darius of Persia. Then, when
Alexander conquers the land, he is given Bagoas as
a gift, and the boy is besotted. This passion comes
at a time when much is at stake—Alexander has two
wives, conflicts are ablaze, and plots on his life
abound. The result is a riveting account of a great
conqueror’s years of triumph and, ultimately,
heartbreak. In Funeral Games, a bloody struggle for
power rages after the death ofAlexander, leaving an
empire that extends from the Adriatic Sea to the
Indus River. The power players include Ptolemy, two
father-son teams, and a cadre of influential
women—not least of whom is Eurydike, whose plan is
to marry Alexander’s disabled brother, Arridaios.
Brimming with outsize personalities, brazen plots,
and a sweeping sense of history, Funeral Games
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brings to vivid life the world of Alexander the Great,
and the seismic tumult in the wake of his death. This
ebook features an illustrated biography of Mary
Renault including rare images of the author. “Mary
Renault is a shining light to both historical novelists
and their readers. She does not pretend the past is
like the present, or that the people of ancient Greece
were just like us. She shows us their strangeness;
discerning, sure-footed, challenging our values,
piquing our curiosity, she leads us through an alien
landscape that moves and delights us.” —Hilary
Mantel
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Contains analyses of characters that appear in novels, plays,
epics, and other classics of world literature, providing lengthy
descriptions of central characters, and less extensive
discussions of supporting players; arranged alphabetically by
title; and includes title, author, and character name indexes.
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Demosthenes (384-322 BC) lived through and profoundly
shaped one of the most eventful epochs in antiquity. His
political career spanned three decades, during which time
Greece fell victim to Macedonian control, first under Philip II
and then Alexander the Great. Demosthenes' resolute and
courageous defiance of Philip cost him his life but earned for
him a reputation as one of history's outstanding patriots. He
also enjoyed a brilliant and lucrative career as a speechwriter,
and his rhetorical skills are still emulated today by students
and politicians alike. Yet he was a sickly child with an
embarrassing speech impediment, who was swindled out of
much of his family's estate by unscrupulous guardians after
the death of his father. His story is therefore one of triumph
over adversity. In this new biography--the first ever written in
English for a popular audience--historian Ian Worthington
brings the great orator's career vividly to life. He provides a
moving narrative of Demosthenes' humble and difficult
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beginnings, the obstacles he faced in his public career, the
fierce rivalries with other Athenian politicians, his successes
and failures, and finally his posthumous influence as a
politician and orator. In doing so, the author offers new
insights into Demosthenes' motives and how he shaped his
policy to achieve political power. Set against the rich
backdrop of late classical Greece and Macedonia, this
biography will appeal to all readers interested in ancient
history.
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