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Family Patterns Gender Relations
This book is open access under a CC BY-NC 2.5 license. This book portrays men’s
experiences of home alone leave and how it affects their lives and family gender roles
in different policy contexts and explores how this unique parental leave design is
implemented in these contrasting policy regimes. The book brings together three major
theoretical strands: social policy, in particular the literature on comparative leave policy
developments; family and gender studies, in particular the analysis of gendered
divisions of work and care and recent shifts in parenting and work-family balance;
critical studies of men and masculinities, with a specific focus on fathers and fathering
in contemporary western societies and life-courses. Drawing on empirical data from indepth interviews with fathers across eleven countries, the book shows that the
experiences and social processes associated with fathers’ home alone leave involve a
diversity of trends, revealing both innovations and absence of change, including
pluralization as well as the constraining influence of policy, gender, and social context.
As a theoretical and empirical book it raises important issues on modernization of the
life course and the family in contemporary societies. The book will be of particular
interest to scholars in comparing western societies and welfare states as well as to
scholars seeking to understand changing work-life policies and family life in societies
with different social and historical pathways.
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Family Patterns, Gender RelationsDon Mills, Ont. : Oxford University Press
The essays in this volume explore the changing nature of family and gender relations in
contemporary Tanzania. Particular attention is paid to the social construction of
marriage and to the interplay of family life and gender relations with economic
processes and forms of work. Many of the papers are based upon recent ethnographic
and survey research; others provide a much needed historical perspective upon the
change in family patterns and upon the ways in which gender and family relations are
shaped by, and in turn help to shape, wider social institutions and processes.
Concern and debate over changes to family life have increased in the last decade, as a
result of evolving employment patterns, shifting gender relations and more openness
about sexual orientation. Most politicians and researchers have viewed these changes
as harmful, suggesting that the family as an institution should not alter. The `New'
Family? challenges these dominant views. Leading academics in the field consider
current diverse practices in families, and reveal the lack of balance between policies
based on how families should be and how they actually are, illustrating the need for a
broader definition of family. This book shows the need to take fluidity and change in
family arrangements seriously, rather
Family and kinship structures have long been the subject of anthropological research in
Sarawak, but little is known of the changes wrought by social transformative forces.
Globalisation, urbanization and an increasing mobile work-force are some of the
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processes at work. The chapters in this book examine many important issues such as
economic development of the state and intergenerational social mobility; migration of
men for work and its impact on Iban families; organization of money in a marriage and
how this shapes gender relations in the household; and changing courtship patterns
and family structure. All the authors know Sarawak well and the book's multidisciplinary
nature gives a holistic perspective on this very important topic.
Never HIGHLIGHT a Book Again! Virtually all of the testable terms, concepts, persons,
places, and events from the textbook are included. Cram101 Just the FACTS101
studyguides give all of the outlines, highlights, notes, and quizzes for your textbook with
optional online comprehensive practice tests. Only Cram101 is Textbook Specific.
Accompanys: 9780195424898 .
A review of the literature on the family, household and conjugal unions in the
Caribbean. It is constructed around themes prominent in family studies: definitions of
the family, plural and Creole society, social structure, gender roles and relationships,
methodology, history, and social change.
Tradition pegs men as providers and women as nurturers. But recent research shows it
is a much more complex situation than that. Although many men fill traditional roles, a
large number face the same demands that confront working women. In Men, Work, and
Family such well-known researchers as Pleck, Bailyn, Fassinger, Tienda, and Mortimer
provide new insight on the diversity and complexity of men's work and their
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relationships with their families. Both dual-worker and single-parent families are
addressed. The contributors also pay close attention to family characteristics such as
race, ethnicity, class, and age. Among the topics explored are work and family
orientations of contemporary adolescent boys and girls, college men's attitudes toward
family and work in the 90s, role allocation in Hispanic families, Japanese fathers, and
changing gender roles in Sweden. The contributors also discuss the differing meanings
of housework for single fathers and mothers and explore the economic and nurturant
dimensions of men as fathers. A volume that examines--and often shatters--the
stereotypes of men at home and at work, Men, Work, and Family is of particular
importance for those who study gender roles, families, work and management,
sociology, psychology, and the human services. "The book differs from similar
compilations in several important ways. First, the text provides a discussion of men and
masculinities within a multicultural perspective. . . . Second, the book offers a good
balance of qualitative and quantitative studies." --Life Course "The impressive group of
researchers in this volume evidence the increasing diversity of inquiry in the
sociological study of men. . . . The volume adds maturity to the field through its diverse
samples and methods. Fathers of different races, ethnic backgrounds, classes,
cultures, and family structures are prominent in the book, highlighting both the
commonalities of men's experiences in the family and the important differences of
which researchers should be aware. We applaud the authors' efforts to emphasize the
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diversity of men's attitudes and behavior in the family." --Journal of Marriage and the
Family "Jane Hood assembles an engaging collection of chapters into a volume that
challenges traditional images of masculinity and describes how the myopic view of men
as only economic providers in families fails to capture the rich diversity of the way in
which they perceive and negotiate the work and family interface. . . . Major strengths of
the volume include its cross-national examination of men's work and family experiences
in Japan and Sweden, as well as its comparative perspective of U.S. men by
socioeconomic status, race and ethnicity, household structure, and age. . . . The
volume would be excellent as either a main or supplemental text in both advanced
undergraduate and graduate seminars in work, family, and gender roles. . . . [It] should
stimulate provocative dialogue among both government and policymakers and business
leaders who are interested in promoting a situation in which men and women share
equally in the rewards and responsibilities of their work and family commitments."
--Family Relations

Never HIGHLIGHT a Book Again Includes all testable terms, concepts, persons,
places, and events. Cram101 Just the FACTS101 studyguides gives all of the
outlines, highlights, and quizzes for your textbook with optional online
comprehensive practice tests. Only Cram101 is Textbook Specific. Accompanies:
9780872893795. This item is printed on demand.
This study of family, household and gender relations in Latin America by leading
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specialists illustrates new approaches to the subject developed by researchers
from the region over the last decade and reflects advances made in studies that
concern the work and place of women in society. The volume is divided into four
sections: analytical perspectives on family and gender; production and
reproduction; family and kinship networks; and social classes and lifestyles. Each
of the sections is prefaced with an introduction that highlights the essential
contribution that women make to society in Latin America. The methods and
research findings presented by the authors make and important contribution to
the understanding of Latin American society and the research paradigms
underlying the contributions which provide new and valuable insights into the
relationship between the family and the wider institutional context, the links
between the social processes of production and reproduction and themutual
determinants of private and public domains have important implications for the
study of family sociology and society in other parts of th
Recent enlargement to the east made the European Union a more diverse social
space and brought it into more direct contact with the social and cultural
aftermath of communism. The purpose of this book is to help social scientists,
policy makers and other observers cope with the unfamiliarity of this new world
by bringing together a collection of informative analyses of key domains of social
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life in the new member states and candidate countries, viewed in comparison
both to each other and to the 'old' EU-15. The focus is on social conditions, such
as social exclusion, poverty and living conditions, work and labour markets,
family and housing. But is also offers accounts of the institutional contexts within
which these conditions arise. The analyses makes use of a range of data,
including a new data source, the European Quality of Life Survey 2003.
The third edition of Handbook of Marriage and the Family describes, analyzes,
synthesizes, and critiques the current research and theory about family
relationships, family structural variations, and the role of families in society. This
updated Handbook provides the most comprehensive state-of-the art
assessment of the existing knowledge of family life, with particular attention to
variations due to gender, socioeconomic, race, ethnic, cultural, and life-style
diversity. The Handbook also aims to provide the best synthesis of our existing
scholarship on families that will be a primary source for scholars and
professionals but also serve as the primary graduate text for graduate courses on
family relationships and the roles of families in society. In addition, the
involvement of chapter authors from a variety of fields including family
psychology, family sociology, child development, family studies, public health,
and family therapy, gives the Handbook a multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary
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framework.
Theoretical essays and ethnographic case studies highlighting the interrelation of
gender, power, and culture.
"Using both survey and case study data on working class persons in Lima, Scott
argues that class fragmentation among the urban poor has been exaggerated
and distorted. In addition to divisions between formal and informal sectors,
aspects such as gender and skill, family affiliation, and the changing labor market
are just as important, if not more so, when studying employment structure and
divisions"--Handbook of Latin American Studies, v. 57.
Families are the cornerstone of Chinese society, whether in mainland China, in
Taiwan, Hong Kong, Macao, Singapore, Malaysia, or in the Chinese diaspora the
world over. Handbook of the Chinese Family provides an overview of economics,
politics, race, ethnicity, and culture within and external to the Chinese family as a
social institution. While simultaneously evaluating its own methodological tools,
this book will set current knowledge in the context of what has been previously
studied as well as future research directions. It will examine inter-family
relationships and politics as well as childrearing, education, and family
economics to provide a rounded and in-depth view.
“Drs. Judith Bachay and Raúl Fernández-Calienes present us with another
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outstanding volume of narratives that provide a much needed forum to share
stories of the global movement of women towards empowerment and the
securing of their human rights. Each of the twenty-three chapters’ authors share
different aspects of the issues and challenges women have or will encounter as
they “move forward.” The diversity of the stories reflects the diversity of the
authors. As examples, Ariela Agosín discusses the progress Chile has made in
recent years towards providing women with a voice. Katariina Juliao provides the
reader with a comparison between the United States and Finland as to the
evolution of women’s rights using examples from politics, education, and the
workplace. Many of the authors explore the new difficulties and prejudices faced
by women and/or their families who have migrated to foreign countries to escape
the oppressive conditions in their homelands. Others reveal to the reader through
first-person narratives, the intrapersonal conflicts experienced by those who are
“moving forward” but fear the loss of their heritage. Women Moving Forward:
Volume 2 delivers what the editors promise: a scholarly forum for the
development of an intersectional perspective that extends our awareness of how
women are moving beyond victimhood. This is a book that both inspires and
challenges the reader!” Nancy Borkowski, D.B.A., C.P.A., Associate Professor
and Dean of Academic Affairs, South University (West Palm Beach, Florida)
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“Women Moving Forward-Volume 2 is a cornucopia of issues and ideas, offered
by diverse voices that lay the ground work for new ways of thinking and meaning
making. Judith Barr Bachay and Raúl Fernández-Calienes are opening up
spaces for an intersectional analysis that includes the unique experience of
women. This is a must-read for social workers, academics, and human rights
activists who want to learn about and from women who are claiming their place in
every aspect of the world arena. I can't wait to meet and learn from the authors of
Volume 3!” Carol Heinisch, M.A., M.S.W., Social Worker, Jefferson County
Public Defender’s Office (Denver, Colorado) “This is a weaving of stories that
speaks centrally to hope, fortitude, resilience, identity, and compassion amongst
women. Within these writings is a central theme of finding meaning in adversity,
promoting advocacy and justice, and fostering dignity in the human community
through access and opportunity. Robert Coles posits, what we need is a respect
“for narrative as everyone’s rock-bottom capacity, but also as a universal gift, to
be shared with others.” These writings are a validation of our experiences and
journeys to overcome struggles as women. Yet, narrative alone is not enough, as
many of us know who have taken on these challenges of transforming
communities and systems. Change occurs through the actions and resolve of
individuals who courageously take on these issues. Assuredly, in this text, you’ll
Page 10/22

Read Book Family Patterns Gender Relations
find this scale of synergistic energy as well. L. Sunny Hansen uses a poignant
metaphor that “we are all quilters on this planet, seeking to understand, value,
and connect with each other in a sustainable future free from violence.”
Identifying where you fit into this “quilt” is, in part, what the authors writing here
want you to examine. Urging you into identifying the essential role you might play
in “sewing” together a better future for all humanity.” Heather Zeng, Ph.D.,
Human Resource Development Consultant / Career Counselo, (Freemont,
California) “Significantly real world, unrelenting, and ultra-compelling are but a
few defining indicators to describe these writings. This discriminating collection
expresses the decisive dimensions that embody grassroots to global settings.
From the evidenced shared aims of humanity reflected in the versatile matter-offact life experiences to the clearly conveyed urgent need for immediate
involvement, these treatises are foundational to halting and de-fragmenting the
variant layers of widespread colonial and post-colonial systems of injustice. To
arrest this worldwide convention of minority-majority dissent, cultural hegemony,
warfare, gendered suffrage and the socio-economic-politics against civilization,
will require a revolution of sorts. This integral text establishes a wide-ranging
view towards that negotiation and resolve and further presents a medium of
critical reasoning to execute social reconstruction to dismantle the inequality that
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wrongly saturates macro to micro communities. No matter what societal position
validates your being, this profound volume is a must read.” Arnold Munroe,
Ed.D., Visiting Assistant Professor, Educational Studies Department, University
of Central Florida (Orlando, Florida) “This book illustrates the profoundly
personal quest of “women moving forward” despite the burden of geopolitical
place, structural and cultural constraints, economic hardship, and gender. The
whole balances a celebration of localized and personalized advancements with a
portrait of daily struggles for justice. Women write of finding strength in their
families, ethnicities, culture, and spiritual beliefs, while confronting unequal
footing in personal and professional spaces and private and public places. This
work offers inspiration, as well as critical assessments of what women have
endured, what they are enduring, and for what they are striving.” Patricia
Widener, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, Florida Atlantic
University (Davie, Florida) “This uplifting book engages with the dilemmas and
joys facing all those women who, at some time in their lives, have had to cross
borders of one sort or another. The United States is the point of arrival for most
contributors, and their earlier experiences—as immigrant, refugee or displaced
person, as educational or health migrant, or as seeker after freedom and
opportunity—emerge vividly from every page. The rich cultural diversity of this
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volume extends to Latin America, Jamaica, Palestine, Africa and Finland with a
series of thought-provoking tales of sorrow, hope and, particularly, of faith.
Interdisciplinary contributions include fields as diverse as traumatic exposure,
second language acquisition and human trafficking. Women Moving Forward
provides an essential source—not only an inspiration to those women still forced
to follow similar paths but a necessary stimulant to evoking understanding,
sympathy and support from those whose way has been less traumatic. It will be
rewarding reading for all.” Brenda Bolton, University of London (London,
England, U.K.)
Ferrarini ambitiously unpacks the origins and operation of family policies in 18 welfare
democracies over the last quarter of the 20th century. He does so to discover not only how
policies evolved by how they impact individuals in these democracies, especially with respect
to fertility, labor force participation, and gender role attitudes. . . . Highly recommended. D.J.
Conger, Choice Tommy Ferrarini uses a macro-comparative, longitudinal and institutional
approach to study the origins and the consequences of those institutions affecting family policy
in eighteen post-world war welfare democracies. This book argues that the wide variety of
cross-national differences in family policy legislation that existed in these societies by the end
of the 20th century and continue to exist today are structured by different underlying political
power constellations based on social class as well as gender. The author goes on to highlight
how the extent to which family policy is designed to support highly gendered divisions of labour
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within families or dual earner families is also associated with different cross-national patterns of
female labour force participation, childbearing, child poverty and gender role attitudes. The
institutions of family policy may therefore be viewed as incentive structures as well as
normative orders; reflecting the motives underlying such legislation and affecting behaviour
and the world orientation of individuals. Families, States and Labour Markets will appeal
strongly to policymakers and country experts within the field of social and family policy.
Academic researchers at many levels of academe in social policy and political economy will
also find much to engage them within this book.
The development of gender differences as an area of research has been rapid over the last
decades. Varieties of studies have focused on the gender differences as well as the similarities
of women and men. The common purpose of the research attempt is to find out the
possibilities and even the consequences of gender differences and the impact on human
beings on one side, and social and cultural environment on the other. This book is an attempt
to provide theoretical and empirical framework to better understand gender differences in
various contexts and on different levels. Therefore, the contributions cover an array of themes
that span from an individual level to an organizational and societal level.
Family Patterns, Gender Relations is a reader featuring a mix of classic and contemporary
readings from Canada, the US, and the UK, designed to introduce second- and third-year
sociology students to the key issues in family studies today.
Explores women's experiences within contemporary society in a domestic and global context.
The Handbook of World Families provides a cross-cultural perspective on the family by
examining family life in 25 countries worldwide. The countries included in this volume are
Page 14/22

Read Book Family Patterns Gender Relations
organized by six world regions including Africa, Asia/South Pacific, Europe, Latin America, the
Middle East, and North America - offering readers the most thorough and balanced crosscultural examination of world families available. Editors Bert N. Adams and Jan Trost, along
with contributions by top family studies experts from around the world, ensure reliable, cuttingedge research and perspectives.
The American family has come a long way from the days of the idealized family portrayed in
iconic television shows of the 1950s and 1960s. The four volumes of The Social History of the
American Family explore the vital role of the family as the fundamental social unit across the
span of American history. Experiences of family life shape so much of an individual’s
development and identity, yet the patterns of family structure, family life, and family transition
vary across time, space, and socioeconomic contexts. Both the definition of who or what
counts as family and representations of the “ideal” family have changed over time to reflect
changing mores, changing living standards and lifestyles, and increased levels of social
heterogeneity. Available in both digital and print formats, this carefully balanced academic work
chronicles the social, cultural, economic, and political aspects of American families from the
colonial period to the present. Key themes include families and culture (including mass media),
families and religion, families and the economy, families and social issues, families and social
stratification and conflict, family structures (including marriage and divorce, gender roles,
parenting and children, and mixed and non-modal family forms), and family law and policy.
Features: Approximately 600 articles, richly illustrated with historical photographs and color
photos in the digital edition, provide historical context for students. A collection of primary
source documents demonstrate themes across time. The signed articles, with cross references
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and Further Readings, are accompanied by a Reader’s Guide, Chronology of American
Families, Resource Guide, Glossary, and thorough index. The Social History of the American
Family is an ideal reference for students and researchers who want to explore political and
social debates about the importance of the family and its evolving constructions.
This book investigates contemporary naming practices on marriage in Britain, drawing on
survey data and detailed interview material in which women offer their own accounts of the
reasons for which they have changed or retained their names. Exploring the ways in which
names are used to create and understand family, to cement commitments and make it clear to
the self and to others that subject is in ’true love’, Changing Names and Gendering Identity
considers the manner in which names are used to make sense of the self and narrate life
changes and choices in a coherent fashion. A critique of the gender-blindness of sociological
theories of individualisation, this volume offers evidence of the continued importance of
traditions and the past to the functioning of contemporary society. In dissecting the everyday,
taken-for-granted ritual of name changing for women on marriage, it sheds light on the nature
of an enduring set of unequal gender relations which are used to organise society, behaviour
and interpersonal relations. Engaging with questions of power, heteronormativity, and gender
relations, this analysis of a significant ritual of contemporary heterosexual marriage will interest
sociologists and scholars of gender studies with interests in the family, identity and gender
relations.
African women theologians have written extensively about problems in gender relations in
African contexts, identifying oppressive elements and their effects on women's self-concept
and status in the church, family, and society. This book provides much-needed pastoral
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theological attention and a response to the psychospiritual, relational, and sociocultural effects
of gender injustice and marginalization of women. It critically examines concepts, methods,
and principles of family systems theory, analyzes gender relations in African families and
churches, and develops a theology of pastoral care (based on the Trinitarian concept of
perichoresis) that offers pastoral guidelines for effective pastoral counseling with women and
men, as well as recommendations for corrective and preventative care grounded in educational
strategies. The paradigm of pastoral care that emerges attends both to women affected by
gender injustice and to the sociocultural norms that cause distress and perpetuate gender
oppression.
Notions of Family: Intersectional Perspectives presents new and original reseach on gender
and the institution of family featuring both quantitative and qualitative analyses. The objective
of this volume is to present a framework for understanding the ways in which the salient
identities of gender, class position, race, sexuality, and other demographic characteristics
function simultaneously to produce the outcomes we observe in the lives of individuals as
integral forces in the maintenance of family. While there is a large body of literature in each of
these demographic areas of analysis and theory, only within the past decade have academics
attempted to model and analyze the simultaneity of their functioning as one concerted force in
our everyday lived experience. Moreover, there has been little directed focus on any particular
institutional force in current textual discussions of intersectionality. We seek to begin the
process of addressing this void in the academic literature with this edited volume on the family
as a societal institution.
This completely updated, second edition offers articles that together develop a systematic
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understanding of family. It focuses not only on the dynamics of childcare, sexuality, and daily
cohabitation, but also on the way that these patterns are shaped by the larger social culture.
While some of the readings examine cross-cultural and historical variations in family patterns,
highlighting the social organization of things that otherwise seem natural, the bulk of articles
focus on the social relations of sexuality and intimacy, reproduction, parenting, and living
together. Because these relations are typically gender relations, a concern with gender
inequality is constant throughout the book. Compelling and insightful, this timely work
synthesizes a broad range of approaches for all those interested in sociology of the family or
women's studies.
Dench (Center for Community Studies, Middlesex U.) argues that men need to be given a
greater stake than women in the public realm in order to be the main family providers and
become caring members of society, and that dispensing with male privilege will revive deeper
problems to which patriarchy itself was a historical and sociological solution. Of interest to
students in gender studies. Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
Cottons and Casuals explores the connections between women's work in different spheres
since the 1930s: paid employment, at home, and in the community. Women's own testimony
and an array of other source materials are used to develop new ways of looking at their
changing patterns of living and working. The book examines changes in the organisation and
commodification of domestic production and consumption, the use of technology, housing,
family structures, gender relations and inter-generational mother-daughter relations. Differing
temporalities of work are highlighted, as are their far-reaching effects for the organisation of
peoples' lives and life courses. The significance of varying locations and spatial organisations
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of work for communities, streets, families and gender relations provides another important
focus. In the process, Glucksmann addresses the nature of the research process, reflecting on
her sources and her own work in the production of knowledge
The Wiley Blackwell Encyclopedia of Family Studies presents a comprehensive,
interdisciplinary collection of the key concepts, trends, and processes relating to the study of
families and family patterns throughout the world. Offers more than 550 entries arranged A-Z
Includes contributions from hundreds of family scholars in various academic disciplines from
around the world Covers issues ranging from changing birth rates, fertility, and an aging world
population to human trafficking, homelessness, famine, and genocide Features entries that
approach families, households, and kin networks from a macro-level and micro-level
perspective Covers basic demographic concepts and long-term trends across various nations,
the impact of globalization on families, global family problems, and many more Features indepth examinations of families in numerous nations in several world regions 4 Volumes
www.familystudiesencyclopedia.com
Korean Wild Geese Families explores gender, family, social, and legal dynamics of Korean
“wild geese” families in North America throughout transnational separation. To analyze these
dynamics, Se Hwa Lee analyzes themes of women’s empowerment, housework patterns,
spousal relationships, intensive mothering, transnational fathering, and reunification.
Immigration, Racial and Ethnic Studies in 150 Years of Canada: Retrospects and Prospects
provides a wide-ranging overview of immigration and contested racial and ethnic relations in
Canada since confederation with a core theme being one of enduring racial and ethnic conflict.
The on-going reconfiguration of geo-political and economic forces across the globe has
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created a new institutional and moral environment for East Asian family life and gender
dynamics. Indeed, modernisation in East Asia has brought about increases in women’s
education levels and participation in the labour force, a delay in marriage age, lower birth rates,
and smaller family size. And yet, despite the process of modernization, traditional systems
such as Confucianism and patriarchal rules, continue to shape gender politics and family
relationships in East Asia. This book examines gender politics and family culture in East Asia
in light of both the overwhelming changes that modernization and globalization have brought to
the region, and the structural restrictions that women in East Asian societies continue to face in
their daily lives. Across three sections, the contributors to this volume focus on marriage and
motherhood, religion and family, and migration. In doing so, they reveal how actions and
decisions implemented by the state trigger changes in gender and family at the local level, the
impact of increasing internal and transnational migration on East Asian culture, and how
religion interweaves with the state in shaping gender dynamics and daily life within the family.
With case studies from across the region, including South Korea, Japan, mainland China,
Taiwan, and Hong Kong, this book will be of great interest to students and scholars of Asian
studies, gender studies, anthropology, sociology and social policy.

When couples make the journey through their first year of parenthood they confront the
challenges of their new responsibilities with varying degrees of support and a range of
personal resources. When Couples Become Parents examines the ways in which
divisions based on gender both evolve and are challenged by heterosexual couples
from late pregnancy through early parenthood. Following the experiences of forty
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heterosexual couples in various socio-economic positions, Bonnie Fox traces the
intricate interplay of social and material resources in the negotiations that occur
between partners, the resulting divisions of paid and unpaid work in their families, and
the dynamics in their relationships. Exploring the diverse reactions of these women and
men, When Couples Become Parents provides significant insights into the early stages
of parenthood, the limitations of nuclear families, and the gender inequalities that often
develop with parenthood.
Recent social and cultural changes - such as transformation in the workplace, shifting
marriage and divorce patterns, the growth of the women?s movement and development
of the men?s movement - have all served to change the traditional family role of fathers
and to force a re-examination of the interaction between fathers and children. This
collection of empirical and theoretical articles presents new theoretical models and the
results of current research on the role of fathers in families. The articles cover
differences in culture, class, nationality and custodial status and focus on legal,
economic and policy questions.
This contributed volume applies cliometric methods to the study of family and
households in order to derive global patterns and determine their impact on economic
development. Family and households are a fundamental feature of societies and
economies. They are found throughout history and are the place where key decisions
on fertility, labour force participation, education, consumption are made. This is
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especially relevant for the position of women. The book gathers key insights from a
variety of fields – economics, history, demography, anthropology, biology – to shed light
on the relation between family organisation and the long-term process of economic
development.
The family is one of the most important institutions of African societies. Where is it
going today? How is it affected by global processes, cultural and political as well as
economic? How does it compare with family developments in other parts of the world?
These are questions which this book addresses. The contributors deal with the African
family in a comparative global context, focusing on patriarchy, sexuality and marriage,
and fertility; biological and social reproduction in Ghana under conditions of
globalization and structural adjustment; Nigerian marriage relations under the impact of
current conditions and; family changes in the North (Britain) from a family perspective of
the South (South Africa).
Covering a series of issues, this book seeks to reestablish sociology of the family as a
key area in undergraduate studies. It provides a theoretical and scholarly overview of
the area and includes various essays.
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