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This book describes and explains the conditions and changes happening in Germany from 1050-1200.
This collection of essays examines the similarities and differences between medieval England and Germany at a period of great
change in almost all areas of life. It asks a number of fundamental questions which highlight the foundations of a rich common
European heritage. What was it that madelife in the twelfth century more varied, less peaceful, and less secure than before? How
can the parellel developments, changes, and transformations that took place in Latin Europe in the High Middle Ages be related to
each other? What answers were found to the challenges of the age in England andGermany? This volume gives the reader an
opportunity to see how English-speaking and German scholars approach similar themes. Edited by two leading German
medievalists, it includes 17 contributions by eminent scholrs from Britain, North America, and Germany. It is divided into 4 sections
on modes ofcommunication, war and peace, Christians and non-Christians, and urban and rural developments, and is essential
reading for students and scholars of English or German medieval history.
In this book Lars Hermanson discusses how religious beliefs and norms steered attitudes to friendship and love, and how these
ways of thinking also affected people’s social identity and political action behaviour in medieval Northern Europe, c. 1000-1200.
Provides coverage of such events as the Crusades, the building of Chartres Cathedral, the revision of the Catholic Church's
power, the creation of key works of literature, and the disastrous events of the fourteenth century.
This volume presents an extensive collection of Medieval sources for the history of the popular heresies in Western Europe.
A fresh, lively narrative, this innovative history of medieval Europe provides a coherent description of the chaotic, but compelling,
era. It focuses, but not narrowly, on the history of Europe from the fifth through the fifteenth centuries — setting the subject in the
broader context of world events. It explains complex issues (e.g., philosophy, scholasticism, etc.) clearly and illuminates large
issues by showing how they manifested themselves intimately and directly in the lives of memorable individuals. This fascinating
volume covers the medieval world's Roman and Christian foundations, the Western Roman Empire and the Germans, the Eastern
Empire and the Arabs, the emerging outline of modern Europe, the flowering of the high middle ages, politics and the high middle
ages and finally the transition to a new age. For those interested in Medieval history.
The Communal Age in Western Europe, c. 1100-1800 offers a fresh interpretation of the significance of towns, villages and
parishes in the medieval and early modern period. Drawing on a wide range of primary and secondary sources from numerous
regions, Beat Kümin: • explains how local communities empowered common people through collective agency and a degree of
local autonomy • demonstrates how communal units impacted on key historical developments, from the Reformation to state
formation • provides case studies of the Italian city, the English parish and the village in the Holy Roman Empire • surveys
communal origins, constitutions and cultural representations, as well as contested issues such as gender roles and inner tensions
• evaluates related historiographical debates on communalism and republicanism. Informed by a genuinely comparative and
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integrated approach, this original volume offers an excellent introduction to European history 'from below', and to the fundamental
building blocks of European society.
"The Penguin History of Europe series... is one of contemporary publishing's great projects."--New Statesman It was an age of hope and
possibility, of accomplishment and expansion. Europe's High Middle Ages spanned the Crusades, the building of Chartres Cathedral, Dante's
Inferno, and Thomas Aquinas. Buoyant, confident, creative, the era seemed to be flowering into a true renaissance-until the disastrous
fourteenth century rained catastrophe in the form of plagues, famine, and war. In Europe in the High Middle Ages, William Chester Jordan
paints a vivid, teeming landscape that captures this lost age in all its glory and complexity. Here are the great popes who revived the power of
the Church against the secular princes; the writers and thinkers who paved the way for the Renaissance; the warriors who stemmed the
Islamic tide in Spain and surged into Palestine; and the humbler estates, those who found new hope and prosperity until the long night of the
1300s. From high to low, from dramatic events to social structures, Jordan's account brings to life this fascinating age. Part of the Penguin
History of Europe series, edited by David Cannadine.
Castles are perhaps the greatest symbol of the Middle Ages. But what was life like inside these mighty fortresses? This book examines the
rise of castles as the center of noble life and provides information on the men, women, and children who lived within the castle walls.
First published in 1999. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
'The most accessible, up-to-date introduction to its subject ... does full justice to the multifarious forces at work in high gothic Europe' Daily
Telegraph The years from AD 1000 to the beginning of the fourteenth century were the most formative period in European history: a time of
intense social, political, cultural and religious change. In this definitive work one of the world's leading medievalists explores a confident,
dynamic age, far removed from our own. 'Jordan writes elegantly and ironically, giving the reader a broad but not dumbed-down view of
medieval society and its complexities. A splendid start to Penguin's History of Europe series and a first-rate work in its own right' Kirkus
Reviews 'The Penguin History of Europe series is one of contemporary publishing's great projects' New Statesman
This book is the first to compare Denmark and Portugal systematically in the High Middle Ages and demonstrates how the two countries
became strong kingdoms and important powers internationally by their participation in the crusading movement. Communication in the Middle
Ages was better developed than often assumed and institutions, ideas, and military technology was exchanged rapidly, meaning it was
possible to coordinate great military expeditions across the geographical periphery of Western Europe. Both Denmark and Portugal were
closely connected to the sea and developed strong fleets, at the entrance to the Baltic and in the Mediterranean Seas respectively. They also
both had religious borders, to the pagan Wends and to the Muslims, that were pushed forward in almost continuous crusades throughout the
centuries. Crusading at the Edges of Europe follows the major campaigns of the kings and crusaders in Denmark and Portugal and compares
war-technology and crusading ideology, highlighting how the countries learned from each other and became organised for war.
This comprehensive, well-balanced historical survey of medieval Europefrom Roman imperial provinces to the Renaissancecovers all aspects
of the history (political, literary, religious, intellectual, etc.) with a focus on social and political themes. It presents a complete picture of the
complex process by which an ecumenical civilization that once ringed the basin of the Mediterranean Sea, evolved into three other distinctive
civilizationsLatin Europe, Greek Eastern Europe and Asia Minor, and Islam. A six-part organization outlines late Mediterranean antiquity and
early northern Europe; two heirs of the ancient world; the early Middle Ages; Christendom: authority and enterprise, 950-1100; culture and
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society in the high Middle Ages, 1100-1325; and Christendom and Europe, 1325-1519. For anyone interested in the history of Europe and the
Middle Ages.
This provocative book shows that Europe in the Middle Ages was as much a product of a process of conquest and colonization as it was later
a colonizer. "Will be of great interest to. . . . (those) interested in cultural transformation, colonialism, racism, the Crusades, or holy wars in
general. . . ".--William C. Jordan, Princeton University. 12 halftones, 12 maps, 6 diagrams.

The 19 papers presented in this volume by North American and European historians and archaeologists discuss how
early medieval political and religious elites constructed 'places of power', and how such places, in turn, created powerful
people. They also examine how the 'high-level' power exercised by elites was transformed in the post-Roman kingdoms
of Europe, as Roman cities gave way as central stages for rituals of power to a multitude of places and spaces where
political and religious power were represented. Although the Frankish kingdoms receive a large share of attention,
contributions also focus on the changing topography of power in the old centres of the Roman world, Rome and
Constantinople, to what 'centres of power' may have meant in the steppes of Inner Asia, Scandinavia or the lower Vistula,
where political power was even more mobile and decentralised than in the post-Roman kingdoms, as well as to
monasteries and their integration into early medieval topographies of power.
In the first half of this collection of Karl Leyser's studies on the high middle ages, two themes are especially explored. The
first is the European aristocratic world of the early eleventh century; the second is the fragmentation of this world in the
course of the revolution set in motion by Gregory VII. The essays in the second half stress the importance of
communications for the new forms of warfare and government developing in the twelfth century.
Europe in the High Middle AgesPenguin
A groundbreaking comparative history of the formation of Bohemia, Hungary and Poland, from their origins in the
eleventh century.
This is a fully illustrated inspirational vision of the arts and literature of European culture in the High Middle Ages which
book covers the world of Chaucer, Boccaccio, Petrarch and the Arthurian romances. Gothic Europe 1200 - 1450, the
newest book in the Longman Arts, Culture and Society Series shows the movement from a church-dominated culture to
one which, by the end of the period, was much more secular, much more self-confident and inquiring, and on the point of
bursting into full humanist flower. This is a truly inter-disciplinary account of Europe during this period written by a wellknown expert, this is cultural history on a grand scale. Those interested in European or Gothic history.
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'Probably the best "buy" among recent works for one who comes to medieval history for the first time.' History (about the
second edition) Consisting of two parts, this book successfully conveys the importance of the distant past in
understanding our modern world. The first part; The Dark Ages, examines the impact of the Barbarian invasions on
Constantine's Christianized empire, and the gradual emergence, by the end of the ninth century, of a new social,
economic and political order. There are important chapters on the on the Church and the Papacy, the coming of Islam,
and the rise and fall of the Frankish Empire. The second part; The High Middle Ages, takes the reader from the Saxon
Empire through to an examination of the European economy in the mid-thirteenth century. Important topics covered in
this period include the spread of monasticism, the reform of the Papacy, the crusades, and feudal monarchy. This has
been the best introductory book in medieval history for fifty years, and still is.
The world of mediaeval Europe continues to haunt us: its great works of art, its cathedrals and castles, many of its institutions - and yet this is
a civilization from which we are fundamentally cut off. The uniquely terrible fire break of the 14th century - the famines, plagues and wars
-meant that the Europe that slowly built itself in the 15th century was a very different place from the brilliant, confident world that had built
Chartres cathedral or summoned up the passion for the Crusades.
The struggle over fundamental issues erupted with great fury in the eleventh and twelfth centuries. In this book preeminent medievalist
Heinrich Fichtenau turns his attention to a new attitude that emerged in Western Europe around the year 1000. This new attitude was
exhibited both in the rise of heresy in the general population and in the self-confident rationality of the nascent schools. With his characteristic
learning and insight, Fichtenau shows how these two separate intellectual phenomena contributed to a medieval world that was never quite
as uniform as might appear from our modern perspective.
In popular imagination few phenomena are as strongly associated with medieval society as knighthood and chivalry. At the same time, and
due to a long tradition of differing national perspectives and ideological assumptions, few phenomena have continued to be the object of so
much academic debate. In this volume leading scholars explore various aspects of knightly identity, taking into account both commonalities
and particularities across Western Europe. Knighthood and Society in the High Middle Ages addresses how, between the eleventh and the
early thirteenth centuries, knighthood evolved from a set of skills and a lifestyle that was typical of an emerging elite habitus, into the basis of
a consciously expressed and idealised chivalric code of conduct. Chivalry, then, appears in this volume as the result of a process of noble
identity formation, in which some five key factors are distinguished: knightly practices, lineage, crusading memories, gender roles, and
chivalric didactics.
Wilhelm Abel's study of economic fluctuations over a period of seven hundred years has long been established as a core text in European
agricultural history. Professor Abel was one of the first economic historians to make extensive use of statistical data, and his scholarship and
approach have had a decisive effect on the orientation of economic and agricultural history. Using data on population, wages and rents from
England, France, Germany and the Low Countries, and, on occasion, from Italy, Scandinavia and Poland, here Professor Abel demonstrates
the striking similarity in the overall economic development for all these areas. He also analyses, the short-term fluctuations that have affected
agricultural development within this economic framework, and is able to show the broad significance of the shape of the late medieval
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depression, the scale of the desertions of villages that accompanies it, and the implications of the sixteenth century price revolution. The
book's importance lies in tracing the long-term trends that have characterized European economic development since the High Middle Ages,
and as such it has made an invaluable contribution to all comparative analyses of different Western European countries since it was first
published in 1980.
This book, first published in 2000, is a pioneering study of politics and society in the early Middle Ages. Whereas it is widely believed that the
source materials for early medieval Europe are too sparse to allow sustained study of the workings of social and political relationships on the
ground, this book focuses on a uniquely well-documented area to investigate the basis of power. Topics covered include the foundation of
monasteries, their relationship with the laity, and their role as social centres; the significance of urbanism; the control of land, the
development of property rights and the organization of states; community, kinship and lordship; justice and dispute settlement; the uses of the
written word; violence and the feud; and the development of political structures from the Roman empire to the high Middle Ages.
This groundbreaking comparative history of the early centuries of Bohemia, Hungary and Poland sets the development of each polity in the
context of the central European region as a whole. Focusing on the origins of the realms and their development in the eleventh and twelfth
centuries, the book concludes with the thirteenth century when significant changes in social and economic structures occurred. The book
presents a series of thematic chapters on every aspect of the early history of the region covering political, religious, economic, social and
cultural developments, including an investigation of origin myths that questions traditional national narratives. It also explores the ways in
which west European patterns were appropriated and adapted through the local initiatives of rulers, nobles and ecclesiastics in central
Europe. An ideal introduction to the essential themes in medieval central European history, the book sheds important new light on regional
similarities and differences.
The tenth to the thirteenth centuries in Europe saw the appearance of popular heresy and the establishment of the Inquisition, the
expropriation and mass murder of Jews, and the propagation of elaborate measures to segregate lepers from the healthy and curtail their civil
rights. These were traditionally seen as distinct and separate developments, and explained in terms of the problems which their victims
presented to medieval society. In this stimulating book, first published in 1987 and now widely regarded as a a classic in medieval history, R.
I. Moore argues that the coincidences in the treatment of these and other minority groups cannot be explained independently, and that all are
part of a pattern of persecution which now appeared for the first time to make Europe become, as it has remained, a persecuting society. In
this new edition, R. I. Moore updates and extends his original argument with a new, final chapter, "A Persecuting Society". Here and in a new
preface and critical bibliography, he considers the impact of a generation's research and refines his conception of the "persecuting society"
accordingly, addressing criticisms of the first edition.
A revised and updated new edition of Professor Mundy's lively introduction to Europe 1150-1300. It provides a portrait of the social,
economic, political and intellectual life of Latin Christendom in the period. Wherever possible the men and women of the high middle ages are
allowed to speak for themselves as Professor Mundy makes wide use of contemporary sources xxx; bringing alive the complexities and
concerns of people living in medieval times. Another strength of the book is the attention devoted to groups often marginalised in other
histories; looking at the experience of women, for instance, and that of the Jews in a predominantly Christian society.
Read about the rise of many of medieval Europe’s greatest cities, from the canals of Venice to the crowded streets of London. Learn how
these cities were founded, how they were governed, the trade they spurred, and what everyday life was like for a city’s people.
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This volume brings together a series of case studies of spatial configurations of power among the early medieval societies of Europe. The
geographical range extends from Ireland to Kosovo and from Scandinavia to the Mediterranean world and brings together quite different
scholarly traditions in a focussed enquiry into the character of places of power from the end of the Roman period into the central middle ages.
The book's strength lies in the basis that it provides for a comparative analysis of the formation, function and range of power relations in early
medieval societies. The editors' introductory chapter provides an extended scene setting review of the current state of knowledge in the field
of early medieval social complexity and sets out an agenda for future work in this topical area. The regional and local case studies found in
the volume, most of them interdisciplinary, showcase detailed studies of particular situations at a range of scales. While much previous work
tends to focus on comparisons with the classical world, this volume emphasises the uniqueness of early medieval modes of social
organisation and the need to assess these societies on their own terms.
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