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Master's Thesis from the year 2019 in the subject Social Studies (General),
grade: B, CEVRO Institute, language: English, abstract: This Master ?s thesis is
concerned with the question of how the meritocratic style of governance and
culture fostered Singapore ?s way to becoming one of the world ?s richest
countries. Singapore is one of the richest countries in the world today. Its
economic development has been looked at as an exemplary case study for the
ideal developmental process. The objective of this thesis is to study the role of
culture in this economic development story. This thesis looks at the primacy of
the prevailing ideas and cultural ethos that underlies Singapore's developmental
growth after gaining independence. It is attempted to provide an explanation for
Singapore's economic success from a cultural viewpoint by exploring the
dominant cultural patterns and themes in Singapore society that shaped the
"spirit" of modern Singaporean capitalism. The argument in this thesis however is
isolated to one such cultural explanation. The contention is this: there is a strong
market-friendly meritocratic culture that underscores Singapore's economic
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development after gaining independence. These attitudes are prominent in
Singaporean cultural media products and the general rhetoric of the state, as will
be shown. The modern government has to a large extent reinforced this culture
of meritocracy that can be traced back to Singapore's institutional beginnings in
its colonial history.
Using a cross-cultural model, the author explores mystifications of economic life,
and explains how capital and derivatives can control an economy. The book
offers a different conception of economic welfare, development, and freedom.
Cultural Foundations of Education is designed to provide a foundation for thinking
about curricula and pedagogy. The authors believe that educators must be
equipped with the knowledge and understanding necessary for effective analysis
of educational issues. The foundation of the new edition is that this book will
contribute to more thoughtful dialogue about education in its cultural context. A
number of significant changes have been incorporated into the fourth edition,
including chapter-opening vignettes, concepts of "private" and "operating"
cultures and syncretism, and a discussion of the role of history in understanding
cultural foundations of education.
Economies And CulturesFoundations Of Economic AnthropologyWestview Press
Drawing on the newest and most sophisticated historical research and
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scholarship in the field, Modern South Asiais written in an accessible style for all
those with an intellectual curiosity about the region. Jointly written by two leading
Indian and Pakistani historians, it offers a rare depth of historical understanding
of the politics, cultures and economies that shape the lives of more than a fifth of
humanity. This book is a work of synthesis and interpretation covering the entire
spectrum of modern South Asian history - social, economic and political. The
authors offer an understanding of this startegically and economically vital part of
the world and provide new insights into the structure and ideology of the British
raj, the meaning of subaltern resistance, the refashioning of social relations along
lines of caste, class, community and gender, the different strands of anti-colonial
nationalism and the dynamics of decolonization.
Philanthropy and Cultural Imperialism is intended as a source book on the
origins, workings, and consequences of modern general-purpose foundations.
The text encompasses the activities of foundations--prinicpally Carnegie,
Rockefeller, and Ford--in the production of culture and the formation of public
policy. Particular attention is given to the policies of the big foundations in the
fields of education and social science research. The authors write from the
perspectives of history, sociology, comparative education, and educational policy
studies. Their chapters are based on original research. While the contributors do
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not share a uniform ideological framework, they do have in common a structural
point of view--they examine foundations with regard to their functioning in society.
They analyze the implications of foundations' organizational characteristics,
modus operandi, and substantive decisions for social control or social change. A
distinguishing feature of Philanthropy and Cultural Imperialism is its systematic,
critical analysis of the sociopolitical consequences of these powerful institutions.
A central thesis is that foundations like Carnegie, Rockefeller, and Ford have a
corrosive influence on a democratic society; they represent relatively unregulated
and unaccountable concentrations of power and wealth which buy talent,
promote causes, and, in effect, establish an agenda of what merits society's
attention.
Citizen groups, government agencies, nonprofits, community foundations and
trusts, and individuals can access the most up to date information on over 3,200
current opportunities--including capital construction projects, health care
programs, rural education and cultural outreach, service delivery programs, and
general operating support for existing organizations--from 2,346 domestic and
international funding sponsors.
In The Interpretation of Cultures, the most original anthropologist of his
generation moved far beyond the traditional confines of his discipline to develop
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an important new concept of culture. This groundbreaking book, winner of the
1974 Sorokin Award of the American Sociological Association, helped define for
an entire generation of anthropologists what their field is ultimately about.
The 'Encyclopedia' provides an introduction to the social and cultural foundations of
education. The first two volumes consist of A-Z entries, featuring essays representing
the major disciplines including philosophy, history, and sociology, and a third volume is
made up of documentary, photographic, and visual resources.
In Meanings of Maple, Michael A. Lange provides a cultural analysis of maple syrup
making, known in Vermont as sugaring, to illustrate how maple syrup as both process
and product is an aspect of cultural identity. Readers will go deep into a Vermont sugar
bush and its web of plastic tubes, mainline valves, and collection tanks. They will visit
sugarhouses crammed with gas evaporators and reverse-osmosis machines. And they
will witness encounters between sugar makers and the tourists eager to invest Vermont
with mythological fantasies of rural simplicity. So much more than a commodity study,
Meanings of Maple frames a new approach for evaluating the broader implications of
iconic foodways, and it will animate conversations in food studies for years to come.
The Handbook on the Economics of Giving, Reciprocity and Altruism provides a
comprehensive set of reviews of literature on the economics of nonmarket voluntary
transfers. The foundations of the field are reviewed first, with a sequence of chapters
that present the hard core of the theoretical and empirical analyses of giving, reciprocity
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and altruism in economics, examining their relations with the viewpoints of moral
philosophy, psychology, sociobiology, sociology and economic anthropology. Secondly,
a comprehensive set of applications are considered of all the aspects of society where
nonmarket voluntary transfers are significant: family and intergenerational transfers;
charity and charitable institutions; the nonprofit economy; interpersonal relations in the
workplace; the Welfare State; and international aid. *Every volume contains
contributions from leading researchers *Each Handbook presents an accurate, selfcontained survey of a particular topic *The series provides comprehensive and
accessible surveys
Describes fundamental differences in learning beliefs between the Western mind model
and the East Asian virtue model of learning.
Cultural Foundations of Chinese Education describes the evolution of Chinese
education for more than 5,000 years, and analyzes in depth its interaction with Chinese
culture.
The Russian Federation is struggling, since Perestroika and the Glasnost, in a futile
attempt to become a 'normal' member in the occidental family of market economies.
The attempt largely fails because corporations do not live up to Western standards of
behaviour, and private contracts are often not respected. What is the cause of Russia's
observed difficulties? It is commonly believed that these difficulties are an expected
outcome of a rocky transition from a Marxist, centrally planned system, to a marketPage 6/23
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based economy. This 2007 book challenges the accepted wisdom. In tracing the history
of contract and the corporation in the West, it shows that the cultural infrastructure that
gave rise to these patterns of economic behaviour have never taken root on Russian
soil. The book's main thesis is supported by an in-depth comparison of Western and
Russian theology, philosophy, literary and artistic achievements, musical and
architectural idioms and folk culture.
The Volume Examines, In Depth, The Implications Of Indian History And Philosophy
For Contemporary Mathematics And Science. The Conclusions Challenge Current
Formal Mathematics And Its Basis In The Western Dogma That Deduction Is Infallible
(Or That It Is Less Fallible Than Induction). The Development Of The Calculus In India,
Over A Thousand Years, Is Exhaustively Documented In This Volume, Along With
Novel Insights, And Is Related To The Key Sources Of Wealth-Monsoon-Dependent
Agriculture And Navigation Required For Overseas Trade - And The Corresponding
Requirement Of Timekeeping. Refecting The Usual Double Standard Of Evidence Used
To Construct Eurocentric History, A Single, New Standard Of Evidence For
Transmissions Is Proposed. Using This, It Is Pointed Out That Jesuits In Cochin,
Following The Toledo Model Of Translation, Had Long-Term Opportunity To Transmit
Indian Calculus Texts To Europe. The European Navigational Problem Of Determining
Latitude, Longitude, And Loxodromes, And The 1582 Gregorian Calendar-Reform,
Provided Ample Motivation. The Mathematics In These Earlier Indian Texts Suddenly
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Starts Appearing In European Works From The Mid-16Th Century Onwards, Providing
Compelling Circumstantial Evidence. While The Calculus In India Had Valid Pramana,
This Differed From Western Notions Of Proof, And The Indian (Algorismus) Notion Of
Number Differed From The European (Abacus) Notion. Hence, Like Their Earlier
Difficulties With The Algorismus, Europeans Had Difficulties In Understanding The
Calculus, Which, Like Computer Technology, Enhanced The Ability To Calculate, Albeit
In A Way Regarded As Epistemologically Insecure. Present-Day Difficulties In Learning
Mathematics Are Related, Via Phylogeny Is Ontogeny , To These Historical Difficulties
In Assimilating Imported Mathematics. An Appendix Takes Up Further Contemporary
Implications Of The New Philosophy Of Mathematics For The Extension Of The
Calculus, Which Is Needed To Handle The Infinities Arising In The Study Of Shock
Waves And The Renormalization Problem Of Quantum Field Theory.
Quantitative comparisons, including some 120,000 statistics, focus on over 400 of the
world's ethnic groups and the impact each has upon such factors as economic
development, demographic behavior, and general business policies.
This major new work by Professor Anthony D. Smith challenges thenotion of
nationalism as a product of modernity. Major new work by a leading historical
sociologist Challenges the prevailing idea of nationalism as a product ofmodernity
Demonstrates that different political forms of community andcollective identity from premodern times have contributed to theformation and character of nations Analyzes the
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chronology and nature of nations, from the ancientworld, to the European Middle Ages,
the early modern, and themodern eras Discusses alternative destinies facing modern
nationstoday
The unprecedented economic growth in many East Asian societies in the few past
decades have placed the region center stage, and increasing globalization has made
East-West cultural understanding of even greater importance today. The Psychological
and Cultural Foundations of East Asian Cognition is one of the most comprehensive
volumes on East Asian cognition and thinking styles to date, and is one of the first to
bring together a large body of empirical research on nave dialecticism and
analytic/holistic thinking theories stemming from Richard Nisbett's highly influential The
Geography of Thought. Edited by Julie Spencer-Rodgers and Kaiping Peng, The
Psychological and Cultural Foundations of East Asian Cognition expertly examines the
psychological, philosophical, and cultural underpinnings and consequences of these
thinking theories for human thought, emotion, and behavior. In the past couple of
decades, research on this topic has flourished, and East-West cultural differences have
been documented in almost all aspects of the human condition, from the manner in
which people reason and make decisions, conceptualize themselves and those around
them, to how they cope with stress and mental illness, and interact with others,
including romantic partners and social groups. Contributions to this volume cover such
fascinating and diverse topics as cultural neuroscience and the brain, lifespan
Page 9/23

Read PDF Economies And Cultures Foundations Of Economic
Anthropology
development, attitudes and group perception, romantic relationships, the adoption of
foreign mindsets and perspectives, creativity, emotion, the self-concept, racial and
ethnic identity, psychopathology, and coping processes and wellbeing. Further, the
research featured within this volume has practical implications for business and
organizational management, international relations and politics, education, and clinical
and counseling psychology, and may be of particular interest to business professionals,
managers in government and non-profit sectors, as well as educators and clinicians
working with East Asians and Americans of East Asian descent.
????????????,??????????,?????????????????,?????????????,??????????????,??????
??????,???????????????????,???????????????
"This text is the first synthesis of modern economic anthropology for advanced
undergraduates and beginning graduate students. Tracing the history of the dialogue
between anthropology and economics, Wi"
Chalmlee-Wright argues that international aid programmes have often been
unsuccessful because they are imported. The economics of the Austrian School
provide a far stronger theoretical framework which can introduce cultural analysis into
questions of economic development and other market processes.
In Dealing with Privilege, David Crawford argues that white, middle-class dealers are
unlikely to suffer the enforcement of drug laws and that, contrary to media portrayals,
suburban drug sales are not oriented primarily toward making money but at making
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friends and having fun.
The Encyclopedia of the Social and Cultural Foundations of Education provides a
comprehensive introduction to this major discipline supported by documentary,
photographic, and visual resources.
This collection of essays from one of the major Austrian economists working in the
world today brings together in one place some of his key writings on a variety of
economic issues.
While other industrialized and developing countries look towards Japan as an economic model,
the political, cultural, and social arrangements that have so far allowed Japan to succeed are
eroding. In particular, Japan faces a system of industrial relations that places great strain on all
of Japanese society. In The Postwar Japanese System William Tabb distinguishes between
those aspects of Japanese success that can and cannot be transferred successfully to help in
the revitalization of the American economy. The author discusses Japanese economic history
from before the Meiji Restoration to the present, and looks at Japanese politics, statecorporate relations, the labor relations system in Japan and the nature of work as experienced
by Japanese employees. He examines the organization of the Japanese corporation versus
the American corporation, industrial policy, education, urban and regional reorganization, and
Japan's role in the world today (and tomorrow). And, Tabb thoughtfully explores the
fundamental social, political, and economic transitions the Japanese are currently
experiencing.
Published in 1999. This book provides an analytical framework of the way culture influences
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entrepreneurial ethics and trust in a semi-industrial society. Culture provides rules and norms
that govern societal behaviour. Yet it differs greatly in the way it influences economic
performance across societies. The book, which embodies both general and micro-institutional
perspective on economic behaviour, addresses the core question, how does culture influence
entrepreneurial ethics and trust in a developing society?
In this study of the Russian economy from 1600-1725, Richard Hellie offers a glimpse of the
material life of the people of Muscovy during that tumultuous period - how they lived, what they
ate, how they were taxed, what their wages allowed them to enjoy. The Economy and Material
Culture of Russia, 1600-1725 will be an invaluable resource and reference work for all readers
interested in economic history and the history of material culture.
The discipline of institutional economics has gained increasing prominence in recent years,
because standard economic explanations can often not come to grips with major contemporary
policy issues, such as economic reform in affluent, but dysfunctional economies, the
transformation of the failed socialist command economies and the governance problems of the
new industrial economies. Institutional economists point out that rule systems matter greatly to
explaining these problems and that institutional innovation is central to finding sustained
solutions. Institutions must underpin increasingly complex webs of human interaction because
interaction and coordination depend on tenuous links of trust.This major book provides an
accessible introduction to the burgeoning discipline of institutional economics, and to the
central issues of private property rights and their competitive use. The book develops the issue
from fundamental premises about human cognition and motivation. It includes policy-oriented
discussions of:* the logical basis of institutions and why institutions matter* the institutional
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arrangements underpinning domestic markets and international exchange where human action
is coordinated by private choice* the institutional arrangements underpinning business
organizations * the functions of government and the relative merits of private and public choice,
as well as solutions to controlling the opportunistic use of political power* possible reforms in
heavily regulated mature economies that have to meet the challenge from new competitors*
the reasons for the collapse of the socialist institutional system* the influence of globalization
on institutional development during the modernization process in third-world countriesThis text
breaks new ground in that it summarises the contemporary institutional literature in a cohesive
manner.The book will not only be welcomed by the student of economics but will also be
essential to jurists, business managers, anthropologists, sociologists, political scientists, social
historians and moral philosophers.
Traditional Chinese edition of Prosperity Without Growth: Economics for a Finite Planet. The
book addresses the most important economic premise, that continued prosperity and growth in
a finite world is unsustainable. So where do we go from here? Tim Jackson is Sustainable
Development Commission's Economics Commissioner and Professor of Sustainable
Development at the University of Surrey. In Chinese. Distributed by Tsai Fong Books, Inc.
'Erudite and accessible, McCann demonstrates how the national gets reconfigured around the
global without losing some of its unique features. Far from being a one-size-fits-all AngloAmerican template, neoliberalism comes in many different hues and variations. This is by far
the best textbook in the field and is destined to become a classic for years to come.' Manfred
B. Steger, Professor of Political Science at the University of Hawai'i-Manoa, Honolulu, Hawai’i,
USA 'A sweeping examination of systems of capitalism in theory and in the world’s major
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industrial economies leads Leo McCann to challenge the conventional wisdom on
globalization. Historical analysis of the evolution of business systems and detailed examination
of present practice demonstrate persuasively that, despite facing common challenges,
distinctive national differences remain salient. A must read for anyone who needs to
understand how business systems operate in an increasingly interdependent world economy.' Dr Eileen Appelbaum, Senior Economist, Center for Economic and Policy Research,
Washington, DC, USA Globalization has profound effects on national economies even as
distinct national ‘models’ of capitalism remain. International and Comparative Business
accessibly tracks the historical and socio-political contexts of the world’s major countries on a
chapter-by-chapter basis to the present day. The book provides a comprehensive, critical, yet
concise introduction to each of the economies’ key features, including macro overviews as
well as organizational and workplace-level analysis. Each chapter features learning objectives,
in-depth interpretation and critique of key literature, and annotated further reading to allow
readers to rigorously navigate their way through the wealth of material available for each
country. This text is essential reading for students and researchers in the areas of international
business and cross-cultural management, comparative political economy, and history. Leo
McCann is Senior Lecturer in International and Comparative Management at Manchester
Business School, University of Manchester, UK
The Environment in Anthropology presents ecology and current environmental studies from an
anthropological point of view. From the classics to the most current scholarship, this text
connects the theory and practice in environment and anthropology, providing readers with a
strong intellectual foundation as well as offering practical tools for solving environmental
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problems. Haenn, Wilk, and Harnish pose the most urgent questions of environmental
protection: How are environmental problems mediated by cultural values? What are the
environmental effects of urbanization? When do environmentalists’ goals and actions conflict
with those of indigenous peoples? How can we assess the impact of “environmentally correct”
businesses? They also cover the fundamental topics of population growth, large scale
development, biodiversity conservation, sustainable environmental management, indigenous
groups, consumption, and globalization. This revised edition addresses new topics such as
water, toxic waste, neoliberalism, environmental history, environmental activism, and REDD
(Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation), and it situates anthropology
in the multi-disciplinary field of environmental research. It also offers readers a guide for
developing their own plan for environmental action. This volume offers an introduction to the
breadth of ecological and environmental anthropology as well as to its historical trends and
current developments. Balancing landmark essays with cutting-edge scholarship, bridging
theory and practice, and offering suggestions for further reading and new directions for
research, The Environment in Anthropology continues to provide the ideal introduction to a
burgeoning field.
This book examines the institutional dimension of markets and the rules and institutions that
condition the operation of market economies.

Generic institutionalism offers a new perspective on institutional economic
change within an evolutionary framework. The institutional landscape shapes the
social fabric and economic organization in manifold ways. The book elaborates
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on the ubiquity of such institutional forms with regards to their emergence,
durability and exit in social agency-structure relations. Thereby institutions are
considered as social learning environments changing the knowledge base of the
economy along generic rule-sets in non-nomological ways from within. Specific
attention is given to a theoretical structuring of the topic in ontology, heuristics
and methodology. Part I introduces a generic naturalistic ontology by comparing
prevalent ontological claims in evolutionary economics and preparing them for a
broader pluralist and interdisciplinary discourse. Part II reconsiders these
ontological claims and confronts it with prevalent heuristics, conceptualizations
and projections of institutional change. In this respect the book revisits the
institutional economic thought of Thorstein Veblen, Friedrich August von Hayek,
Joseph Alois Schumpeter and Pierre Bourdieu. A synthesis is suggested in an
application of the generic rule-based approach. Part III discusses the
implementation of rule-based bottom-up models of institutional change and
provides a basic prototype agent-based computational simulation. The evolution
of power relations plays an important role in the programming of real-life
communication networks. This notion characterizes the discussed policy realms
(Part IV) of ecological and financial sustainability as tremendously complex areas
of institutional change in political economy, leading to the concluding topic of
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democracy in practice. The novelty of this approach is given by its modular
theoretical structure. It turns out that institutional change is carried substantially
by affective social orders in contrast to rational orders as communicated in
orthodox economic realms. The characteristics of affective orders are derived
theoretically from intersections between ontology and heuristics, where
interdependencies between instinct, cognition, rationality, reason, social practice,
habit, routine or disposition are essential for the embodiment of knowledge. This
kind of research indicates new generic directions to study social learning in
particular and institutional evolution in general.
?????????????????????????,?????????????????,????,????,????,?????????????
?.????????????????????????.????????"????"??,??,?????????????????????????
???,?21????????????????.
This original, systematic theory of cultural diplomacy opens a new way of thinking
about diplomacy, politics and culture. Dr. Laos methodically investigates the
relationship between culture and politics and between the reality of the world and
the reality of consciousness. In so doing, he articulates a new approach to
international relations theory and the concept of power, one based on
philosophical arguments about reality, history and freedom.Dr. Laos takes a stark
and realistic look at the interplay between culture and politics and makes an
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intellectually challenging contribution to normative international relations theory.
The author proposes a new way of defining 'critical' political theory (substantially
different from the Frankfurt School's approach) which leads to a new, dynamic
understanding of history, and he argues that the chessboard of power is not so
much on the surface of the earth as in the mental network formed by the
communication between consciousnesses.He presents an original explanation of
the inherent inability of Realpolitik to account for reality, throwing light on deep
and controversial questions of identity for Europe and the West in general.
This well-written book is the first to deal with entrepreneurship in all its aspects. It
considers the economic, psychological, political, legal and cultural dimensions of
entrepreneurship from a market-process perspective. David A Harper has
produced a volume that analyses why some people are quicker than others in
discovering profit opportunities
ÔThis book is an ambitious intellectual enterprise to build a naturalistic
foundation for economics, with amazingly vast knowledge of physical, biological,
social sciences and philosophy. Readers will discover that approaches and
insights emergent in institutional studies, (social)-neuroscience, network theory,
ecological economics, bio-culture dualistic evolution, etc. are persuasively placed
in a grand unified frame. It is written in a good Hayekian tradition. I recommend
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this book particularly to young readers who aspire to go beyond a narrowly
specified discipline in the age of expanding communicability of knowledge and
ideas.Õ Ð Masahiko Aoki, Stanford University, US ÔCarsten Herrmann-PillathÕs
new book is an in-depth application of natural philosophy to economics that
draws up an entirely new framework for economic analysis. It offers pathbreaking insights on the interactions between human economic activity and
nature and outlines a convincing solution to the long-standing reductionism
controversy. A must-read for everyone interested in the philosophical
underpinnings of economics as a science.Õ Ð Ulrich Witt, Max Planck Institute of
Economics, Jena, Germany ÔÒBig pictureÓ philosophy of economics drifted into
a dull cul-de-sac as it became obsessively focused on falsifiability and rationality.
In this book Carsten Herrmann-Pilath pushes the field back onto the open
highway by locating economics in the larger frameworks of metaphysics,
evolutionary dynamics and information theory. This is large-scale, ambitious
synthesis of ideas of the kind we expect from time to time to see devoted to
physics and biology. Why should economics merit anything less? But of course
this kind of intellectual tapestry must await the appearance of an unusually
devoted scholar with special patience and eccentric independence from the
pressure for quick returns that characterizes academic life. In the person of
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Hermann-Pilath this scholar has appeared. No one who wants to examine
economics whole and in its richest context should miss his virtuoso performance
in this book.Õ Ð Don Ross, University of Cape Town, South Africa and Georgia
State University, US ÔHerrmann-PillathÕs work attempts to bring to bear upon
the discipline of economics perspectives from other discourses which have been
burgeoning recently Ð namely, thermodynamics, evolutionary biology, and
semiotics, aiming at a consilience contextualized by economic activity and
problems. This marks the work as a contemporary example of natural philosophy,
which is now at the doorstep of a revival. The overall perspective is that human
economic activity is an aspect of the ecology of the earthÕs surface, viewing it as
an evolving physical system mediated through distributed mentality as expressed
in technology evolution. Knowledge is taken to be ÔphysicalÕ with a
performative function, as in PeirceÕs pragmaticism. Thus, the social meanings of
expectations, prices, and credit are found to be rooted in energy flows. The work
draws its foundation from Hegel and C.S. Peirce and its immediate guidance
from Hayek, Veblen and Georescu-Roegen. The author generates an energetic
theory of economic growth, guided by OdumÕs maximum power principle.
Economic discourse itself is reworked in the final chapter, in light of the
examinations of the previous chapters, naturalizing economics within an
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extremely powerful contemporary framework.Õ Ð Stanley N. Salthe, Binghamton
University, US ÔAn Oscar-winning performance in the Òtheatre of consilience.Ó
ItÕs hard to know which to praise first: Carsten Herrmann-PillathÕs humility or
his ambition. He says his book Òis not a great intellectual featÓ because he
pursues the Òhumble taskÓ of putting together Òthe ideas of others.Ó When he
finally gets to economics he tries to Òbe as simple as possibleÓ and to conceive
of economics in terms of the basics, at Òundergraduate level, so to say.Ó On the
other hand, the scale of his ambition is to rethink the foundations of economics
from first principles, while, at the same time, holding a running dialogue between
contemporary sciences and classic philosophy. HeÕs much too modest, of
course, because Foundations is a major achievement, but his modesty points to
what makes it such a powerful treatise: the book is not about his preferences or
prejudices; it is a Òscientific approach that aims at establishing truthful
propositions about reality.Ó That is much harder to achieve than grand theories
or Òcomplicated mathematics,Ó because it amounts to a new modern synthesis
of the field Ð an achievement on a par with Julian HuxleyÕs, whose own modern
synthesis of evolutionary theories in the 1940s allowed for the explosive growth
of the biosciences over the next decades. The structure of the book is simple
enough, providing a framework for the Ònaturalistic turnÓ in economics. Starting
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from material existence, causation and evolution, Herrmann-Pillath takes us
through four fundamental concepts Ð individuals, networks, institutions and
technology Ð before coming finally to the Òrealm of economics proper,Ó i.e.
markets. However, Herrmann-Pillath believes that the Òfoundations of
economics cannot be found within economicsÓ but only in dialogue with other
sciences, or what he calls the Òtheatre of consilience.Ó ItÕs a theatre in which
various characters come and go, where dialogue ebbs and flows, conflicts arise
and are resolved, and where individual actions can be seen as concepts as,
leading to higher levels of meaning as the plot unfolds. The magic of theatre, of
course, is that the point of intelligibility, where the characters, actions and
narrative resolve into meaningfulness, is projected out of the drama itself, into the
spectator. ThatÕs you, dear reader. So it is with economics as a discipline.
Economics is a player in a much larger performance about what constitutes
knowledge, and how we know that. It is also a player in the economy it seeks to
explain. To understand why money, firms, growth, prices, markets and other
staples of economic thought emerge and function the way they do, it is necessary
situate the analysis beyond economics (and the economy), and to engage with
developments across the human, evolutionary and complexity sciences. This is
what Herrmann-Pillath does, analyzing a breathtaking range of illuminating and
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sometimes challenging work along the way. We are treated to new ideas about
the externalized brain, the evolution of knowledge in the Earth System (i.e. not
just among humans), the role of signs and performativity in these processes, as
well as that of Òenergetic transformations.Ó But Herrmann-Pillath is not satisfied
with the ÒmodestÓ task of bringing the best of modern scientific thought to bear
on economic concepts and performances; he really does harbor a deeper
purpose. The clue is in his apparently quixotic desire to hang on to philosophical
insights associated with pre-evolutionary thinkers like Aristotle and Hegel, and his
apparently eccentric desire to place the semiotic philosophy of C.S. Pierce at
center stage. But the patient observer will see that he is not seeking to change
the facts by imposing idealist notions on them after the event. Instead, he is
arguing for a change in the way we perform ourselves in the face of these facts.
He is looking for a modern-day equivalent of Confucius or Socrates: one who can
imagine values and beliefs that Òdefine the human species in a new way.Ó For
those who have eyes to see, as the drama unfolds, it may be that we have found
such a figure in Carsten Herrmann-Pillath himself, modesty, ambition and all.
This is ÒCultural ScienceÓ as it should be done.Õ Ð John Hartley, Curtin
University, Australia and Cardiff University, UK
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