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Ecology The Economy Of Nature
The classic introductory text offers a balanced survey of Ecology. It is best known for its
vivid examples from natural history, comprehensive coverage of evolution and
quantitative approach. Due to popular demand, the fifth edition update brings twenty
new data analysis modules that introduce students to ecological data and quantitative
methods used by ecologists.
Although science may claim to be "objective," scientists cannot avoid the influence of
their own values on their research. In The State of Nature, Gregg Mitman examines the
relationship between issues in early twentieth-century American society and the
sciences of evolution and ecology to reveal how explicit social and political concerns
influenced the scientific agenda of biologists at the University of Chicago and
throughout the United States during the first half of this century. Reacting against the
view of nature "red in tooth and claw," ecologists and behavioral biologists such as
Warder Clyde Allee, Alfred Emerson, and their colleagues developed research
programs they hoped would validate and promote an image of human society as
essentially cooperative rather than competitive. Mitman argues that Allee's religious
training and pacifist convictions shaped his pioneering studies of animal communities in
a way that could be generalized to denounce the view that war is in our genes.
Ecology: The Economy of Nature teaches ecology through an evolutionary perspective,
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and with an emphasis on the quantitative skills needed to fully understand the field. The
8th edition continues that mission with updated pedagogy in the text, and powerful new
quantitative problem solving tools in SaplingPlus. This landmark text helped to define
introductory ecology courses for over four decades. The 8th edition maintains its
signature evolutionary perspective and emphasis on the quantitative aspects of the
field, but it has been improved for today's undergraduates -- with extensive new
pedagogy, including Learning Goals, Concept Checks, fresh examples and fully
integrated media resources. Students will especially appreciate the new video tutorials
that accompany the Analyzing Ecology essays. The 8th edition also introduces
SaplingPlus, an online system which combines the powerful multimedia resources for
Ecology with an integrated eBook and the robust assessment library, creating an
extraordinary new learning resource for students. This landmark text helped to define
introductory ecology courses for over four decades. The text maintains its signature
evolutionary perspective and emphasis on the quantitative aspects of the field, but it
has been improved for today's undergraduates--with extensive new pedagogy,
including Learning Goals, Concept Checks, fresh examples and fully integrated media
resources. Students will especially appreciate the new video tutorials that accompany
the Analyzing Ecology essays.
This book envisages a different form of our economies where care work and care-full
relationships are central to social and cultural life. It sets out a feminist vision of a caring
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economy and asks what needs to change economically and ecologically in our
conceptual approaches and our daily lives as we learn to care for each other and nonhuman others. Bringing together authors from 11 countries (also representing
institutions from 8 countries), this edited collection sets out the challenges for gender
aware economies based on an ethics of care for people and the environment in an
original and engaging way. The book aims to break down the assumed inseparability of
economic growth and social prosperity, and natural resource exploitation, while not
romanticising social-material relations to nature. The authors explore diverse
understandings of care through a range of analytical approaches, contexts and case
studies and pays particular attention to the complicated nexus between re/productivity,
nature, womanhood and care. It includes strong contributions on community
economies, everyday practices of care, the politics of place and care of non-human
others, as well as an engagement on concepts such as wealth, sustainability, food
sovereignty, body politics, naturecultures and technoscience. Feminist Political Ecology
and the Economics of Care is aimed at all those interested in what feminist theory and
practice brings to today’s major political economic and environmental debates around
sustainability, alternatives to economic development and gender power relations.
The idea behind The Unity of Nature is a strong theoretical theme in a number of
scientific and environmental fields from ecosystems ecology, through quantum physics
to environmental philosophy and ecopolitics giving rise to an inspiring, optimistic,
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socially-responsive and environment-friendly worldview. The fields of science and
environmentalism have inherited this theme of natural unity through an intellectual
lineage that encompasses many non-scientific and non-environmental fields such as
sociology, theology and political philosophy. Many of these fields have used natural
unity in a way which is in stark opposition to the metaphysical and political desires of
those who promulgate the unity of nature for progressive social change. This book
discusses how this has transpired and examines the social and intellectual processes
that have been at work. These include the social construction of the Organicism versus
Mechanicism debate in ecology, the intellectual links between neo-classical economic
principles and the ‘New Sciences’, the techno-scientific background of Gaia theory,
and the social conservatism of ecological functionalism. Contents:It's All an
Environmentalist Plot!:Unity as an Environmental Idea: An Introduction to the Unity of
Nature in Contemporary ThoughtIt's All a Bourgeois Plot!:Falling into Wholes:
Ecological FascismGaia: The Technocentric Embodiment of the Unity of
Nature?Natural Conservatism: The Unity of Nature and Social SystemsUniting the
Ecosystem with the EconomyIt's All a Postmodern Plot(lessness)!:What is This Thing
Called Postmodern Science?Mechanicism vs Organicism: A False Dichotomy?An
(Other) Postmodern Ecology Readership: Scientists, historians of science,
environmentalists, and social scientists.
Offering a blueprint for a prosperous, greener world, a new approach to ecology and
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economics declares that humanity cannot have one without the other and must stop
viewing environmental destruction as morally wrong and start seeing it as fiscally
irresponsible.
In the Summer of 1991, Bob Carling, who was then Life Sciences Editor of Chapman &
Hall, approached me over the possibility of producing an edited volume of works on
economics and ecology. As we discussed the matter further, what became clear is that
there is a growing literature on the' frontiers' of both disciplines that has involved
economists 'borrowing' from ecology and ecologists 'borrowing' from economics. We
decided that this volume should try to provide a small cross-section of that literature. I
was very much interested in editing this volume for several reasons. First, one of my
principal interests in economics has been how the economic analysis of natural
resource and environmental problems can benefit from the concepts and lessons
learned from other disciplines, in particular ecology. I was grateful at having the
opportunity to pull together a selection of readings that illustrate how the integration of
the two disciplines can lead to fruitful analysis. Second, I was also aware that, as
Director of the London Environmental Economics Centre and as a Senior Researcher
at the International Institute of Environment and Development, I was fortunate to have
worked with or to have known a number of economists and ecologists whose work
would be ideal for this volume. I was delighted that so many of my friends and
colleagues were as enthusiastic about this project as I, and agreed to participate.
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As the full effects of human activity on Earth's life-support systems are revealed by science,
the question of whether we can change, fundamentally, our relationship with nature becomes
increasingly urgent. Just as important as an understanding of our environment, is an
understanding of ourselves, of the kinds of beings we are and why we act as we do. In Loving
Nature Kay Milton considers why some people in Western societies grow up to be nature
lovers, actively concerned about the welfare and future of plants, animals, ecosystems and
nature in general, while others seem indifferent or intent on destroying these things. Drawing
on findings and ideas from anthropology, psychology, cognitive science and philosophy, the
author discusses how we come to understand nature as we do, and above all, how we develop
emotional commitments to it. Anthropologists, in recent years, have tended to suggest that our
understanding of the world is shaped solely by the culture in which we live. Controversially Kay
Milton argues that it is shaped by direct experience in which emotion plays an essential role.
The author argues that the conventional opposition between emotion and rationality in western
culture is a myth. The effect of this myth has been to support a market economy which
systematically destroys nature, and to exclude from public decision making the kinds of
emotional attachments that support more environmentally sensitive ways of living. A better
understanding of ourselves, as fundamentally emotional beings, could give such ways of living
the respect they need.
Winner, 2020 Isaac and Tamara Deutscher Memorial Prize A fascinating reinterpretation of the
radical and socialist origins of ecology Twenty years ago, John Bellamy Foster’s Marx’s
Ecology: Materialism and Nature introduced a new understanding of Karl Marx’s revolutionary
ecological materialism. More than simply a study of Marx, it commenced an intellectual and
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social history, encompassing thinkers from Epicurus to Darwin, who developed materialist and
ecological ideas. Now, with The Return of Nature: Socialism and Ecology, Foster continues
this narrative. In so doing, he uncovers a long history of efforts to unite issues of social justice
and environmental sustainability that will help us comprehend and counter today’s
unprecedented planetary emergencies. The Return of Nature begins with the deaths of Darwin
(1882) and Marx (1883) and moves on until the rise of the ecological age in the 1960s and
1970s. Foster explores how socialist analysts and materialist scientists of various stamps, first
in Britain, then the United States, from William Morris and Frederick Engels to Joseph
Needham, Rachel Carson, and Stephen J. Gould, sought to develop a dialectical naturalism,
rooted in a critique of capitalism. In the process, he delivers a far-reaching and fascinating
reinterpretation of the radical and socialist origins of ecology. Ultimately, what this book asks
for is nothing short of revolution: a long, ecological revolution, aimed at making peace with the
planet while meeting collective human needs.
In today's world – despite the dramatic anthropogenic environmental changes – a proper
understanding of the relationship between humanity and nature requires a certain detachment.
The pressing problems in their whole extent will only be fully understood and solved with
comprehensive and patient analysis. Accordingly, this book develops new perspectives on
fundamental questions of biology, ecology, and the economy, integrated within a framework of
a terminology specially devised by the authors. By illuminating the epistemological
backgrounds of ecological-economic research, the authors lay foundations for interdisciplinary
environmental research and offer guidelines for practical action. In close contact to the findings
of present-day biology and economics, they demonstrate the fruitfulness as well as the
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shortcomings of modern science for the understanding of the proper place of humankind in
nature. Many of the book's central concepts are rooted in a tradition whose origins go back to
European philosophy and literature of the 17th Century. Frequently current problems in the
fields of economics, ecology, politics, philosophy and biology are discussed in a kind of
"dialogue" with thinkers and poets like Bacon, Quesnay, Kant, Goethe and Novalis. This
approach of the book, known in Continental European Philosophy as hermeneutics, offers a
‘map’, rather than marking out a specific course. On the other hand, the book offers traits of
the Anglo-Saxon tradition of thought: a precise, analytical approach to theory and a pragmatic
approach to action. Both approaches are used by the authors complementarily. Thus the
authors lay the foundations for an ecological economical and political practice which is able to
tackle concrete environmental problems on an encompassing and long-term basis. This
translated volume will be of great use and interest to students of ecology, economics and in
particular environmental education, sustainable development and environmental ethics.
Humanity’s future may rest on how we deal with climate change, environmental problems, and
their impacts on society. Terrestrial Transformations: A Political Ecology Approach to Society
and Nature recognizes that such problems have social, political, and cultural contexts, and that
politics, money, and power have physical impacts on nature and society that cannot be
ignored. This book brings together a set of chapters that provide an overview of the political
ecology approach, illustrating its theoretical underpinnings, central concepts, methods, and
major interests. The authors examine the political contexts of a broad range of environmental
and social problems, drawing attention to the political and economic forces driving
environmental and ecological problems, how societies are transformed as they attempt to cope
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and adapt to a changing nature, and who pays the price.
This version includes textbook and LaunchPad Access. The Economy of Nature, seventh
edition maintains this book's signature evolutionary perspective, coverage of population
genetics, and emphasis on the quantitative aspects of the field, but it has been completely
rewritten for today's undergraduates - with extensive new pedagogy, fresh, and immediate
examples (including more aquatic coverage). The pack comes with LaunchPad, containing
resources for you and your students; it combines an interactive e-book with high-quality
multimedia content and ready-made assessment options, including LearningCurve adaptive
quizzing. Curated pre-built units are easy to assign or adapt with your own material, such as
video, animations, simulations, readings, quizzes, discussion groups and more.
This book presents an enquiry into the interface between nature, economy and society, which
is still in its early stages, notwithstanding the commendable progress and advances made in
the field of environmental and natural resource economics within the ever-expanding
boundaries of economics as a discipline. It further delineates the evolution of an interdisciplinary framework for analyzing the status, the future goals, mechanisms and policy
instruments that can help move towards a more ecologically sustainable, economically
beneficial and socially just future. A pre-requisite for preparing a comprehensive and coherent
framework involves unfolding the multiple layers of interconnectedness between the three
systems nature, economy and society, each of which has its own internal consistencies as well
as externalities. Against this backdrop, the book presents scholarly contributions that focus on
four broadly defined building blocks, namely: i) accounting for ecosystems services for life and
human well-being; ii) impacts of economic growth on ecosystems; iii) social norms, equity, and
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governance; and iv) alternative approaches to green and socio-economic systems. The
analyses, presented by some of the most eminent national and international scholars, address
the major environmental challenges that nations around the world face today and consider
which specific policy directions at the international and national level are needed. In particular,
the choices India and South Asia now face, as development and environment both need to be
addressed adequately, touch on many of these challenges.
Improving the dynamic relationship between nature and human well-being is a pressing issue
of our time. Landscapes embody this tight interconnectedness and serve as unique
sustainability learning hubs, showcased by the global rise of place-based and holistic
landscape stewardship initiatives. Incorporating these exciting developments, this book
explores the principles of landscape stewardship and their function in fields such as
agriculture, ecological restoration and urban green infrastructure. It provides insights into the
challenges and the potential of landscape stewardship and identifies future paths for the
science and practice of landscape-related sustainability efforts. Aligning analytical perspectives
with practical applications, it brings together contributions from leading scholars and innovative
models of landscape stewardship from all around the world, making it an essential resource for
anyone interested in developing sustainable human-nature relationships.

Now the subject of a feature film that the New York Times calls "spellbinding" How does
life work? How does nature produce the right numbers of zebras and lions on the
African savanna, or fish in the ocean? How do our bodies produce the right numbers of
cells in our organs and bloodstream? In The Serengeti Rules, award-winning biologist
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and author Sean Carroll tells the stories of the pioneering scientists who sought the
answers to such simple yet profoundly important questions, and shows how their
discoveries matter for our health and the health of the planet we depend upon. One of
the most important revelations about the natural world is that everything is
regulated—there are rules that regulate the amount of every molecule in our bodies and
rules that govern the numbers of every animal and plant in the wild. And the most
surprising revelation about the rules that regulate life at such different scales is that
they are remarkably similar—there is a common underlying logic of life. Carroll recounts
how our deep knowledge of the rules and logic of the human body has spurred the
advent of revolutionary life-saving medicines, and makes the compelling case that it is
now time to use the Serengeti Rules to heal our ailing planet. A bold and inspiring
synthesis by one of our most accomplished biologists and gifted storytellers, The
Serengeti Rules is the first book to illuminate how life works at vastly different scales.
Read it and you will never look at the world the same way again.
Since becoming formally established with an international academic society in the late
1980s, ecological economics has advanced understanding of the interactions between
social and biophysical reality. It initially combined questioning of the basis of
mainstream economics with a concern for environmental degradation and limits to
growth, but has now advanced well beyond critique into theoretical, analytical and
policy alternatives. Social ecological economics and transformation to an alternative
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future now form core ideas in an interdisciplinary approach combining insights from a
range of disciplines including heterodox economics, political ecology, sociology, political
science, social psychology, applied philosophy, environmental ethics and a range of
natural sciences. This handbook, edited by a leading figure in the field, demonstrates
the dynamism of ecological economics in a wide-ranging collection of state-of-the-art
essays. Containing contributions from an array of international researchers who are
pushing the boundaries of the field, the Routledge Handbook of Ecological Economics
showcases the diversity of the field and points the way forward. A critical analytical
perspective is combined with realism about how economic systems operate and their
essential connection to the natural world and society. This provides a rich
understanding of how biophysical reality relates to and integrates with social reality.
Chapters provide succinct overviews of the literature covering a range of subject areas
including: heterodox thought on the environment; society, power and politics, markets
and consumption; value and ethics; science and society; methods for evaluation and
policy analysis; policy challenges; and the future post-growth society. The rich contents
dispel the myth of there being no alternatives to current economic thought and the
political economy it supports. The Routledge Handbook of Ecological Economics
provides a guide to the literature on ecological economics in an informative and easily
accessible form. It is essential reading for those interested in exploring and
understanding the interactions between the social, ecological and economic and is an
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important resource for those interested in fields such as: human ecology, political
ecology, environmental politics, human geography, environmental management,
environmental evaluation, future and transition studies, environmental policy,
development studies and heterodox economics.
This engaging volume explores the management of fire in one of the world’s most
flammable landscapes: Australia’s tropical savannas, where on average 18% of the
landscape is burned annually. Impacts have been particularly severe in the Arnhem
Land Plateau, a centre of plant and animal diversity on Indigenous land. Culture,
Ecology and Economy of Fire Management in North Australian Savannas documents a
remarkable collaboration between Arnhem Land’s traditional landowners and the
scientific community to arrest a potentially catastrophic fire-driven decline in the natural
and cultural assets of the region – not by excluding fire, but by using it better through
restoration of Indigenous control over burning. This multi-disciplinary treatment
encompasses the history of fire use in the savannas, the post-settlement changes that
altered fire patterns, the personal histories of a small number of people who lived most
of their lives on the plateau and, critically, their deep knowledge of fire and how to apply
it to care for country. Uniquely, it shows how such knowledge and commitment can be
deployed in conjunction with rigorous formal scientific analysis, advanced technology,
new cross-cultural institutions and the emerging carbon economy to build partnerships
for controlling fire at scales that were, until this demonstration, thought beyond effective
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intervention.
From Empty-World Economics to Full-World Economics Ecological economics explores
new ways of thinking about how we manage our lives and our planet to achieve a
sustainable, equitable, and prosperous future. Ecological economics extends and
integrates the study and management of both "nature's household" and "humankind's
household"—An Introduction to Ecological Economics, Second Edition, the first update
and expansion of this classic text in 15 years, describes new approaches to achieving a
sustainable and desirable human presence on Earth. Written by the top experts in the
field, it addresses the necessity for an innovative approach to integrated environmental,
social, and economic analysis and management, and describes policies aimed at
achieving our shared goals. Demands a Departure from Business as Usual The book
begins with a description of prevailing interdependent environmental, economic, and
social issues and their underlying causes, and offers guidance on designing policies
and instruments capable of adequately coping with these problems. It documents the
historical development of the disciplines of economics and ecology, and explores how
they have evolved so differently from a shared conceptual base. Structured into four
sections, it also presents various ideas and models in their proper chronological
context, details the fundamental principles of ecological economics, and outlines
prospects for the future. What’s New in the Second Edition: Includes several new
pieces and updates in each section Adds a series of independently authored "boxes" to
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expand and update information in the current text Addresses the historical development
of economics and ecology and the recent progress in integrating the study of humans
and the rest of nature Covers the basic concepts and applications of ecological
economics in language accessible to a broad audience An Introduction to Ecological
Economics, Second Edition can be used in an introductory undergraduate or graduate
course; requires no prior knowledge of mathematics, economics, or ecology; provides a
unified understanding of natural and human-dominated ecosystems; and reintegrates
the market economy within society and the rest of nature.
This book traces the interacting histories of the disciplines of ecology and economics,
from their common origin in the ancient Greek concept of oikonomia, through their
distinct encounters with energy physics, to the current obstruction of neoliberal
economics to responses to the ecological and climate crisis of the so-called
Anthropocene. Reconstructing their constitution as separate sciences in the era of fossilfuelled industrial capitalism, the book offers an explanation of how the ecological
sciences have moved from a position of critical collision with mainstream economics in
the 1970s, to one of collusion with the project of permanent growth, in and through the
thermal crisis of the biosphere.
Now in its seventh edition, this landmark textbook has helped to define introductory
ecology courses for over four decades. With a dramatic transformation from previous
editions, this text helps lecturers embrace the challenges and opportunities of teaching
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ecology in a contemporary lecture hall. The text maintains its signature evolutionary
perspective and emphasis on the quantitative aspects of the field, but it has been
completely rewritten for today’s undergraduates. Modernised in a new streamlined
format, from 27 to 23 chapters, it is manageable now for a one-term course. Chapters
are organised around four to six key concepts that are repeated as major headings and
repeated again in streamlined summaries. Ecology: The Economy of Nature is available
with SaplingPlus.An online solution that combines an e-book of the text, Ricklef’s
powerful multimedia resources, and the robust problem bank of Sapling Learning.
Every problem entered by a student will be answered with targeted feedback, allowing
your students to learn with every question they answer.
McLaughlin (philosophy, City U. of New York) argues that industrialism is the cause of
our current environmental crisis, and that the solution requires a fundamental change in
how we understand nature and humanity. He reviews the capitalist, socialist, industrial,
and scientific views of nature, the ideology of control, anthropocentrism, and other
topics. Paper edition (unseen), $16.95. Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc.,
Portland, OR

Nature's Economy is a wide-ranging investigation of ecology's past, first
published in 1994.
This landmark text helped to define introductory ecology courses for over four
decades. The text?maintains its signature evolutionary perspective and emphasis
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on the quantitative aspects of the field, but it has been improved for today's
undergraduates--with extensive new pedagogy, including Learning Goals,
Concept Checks, fresh examples and fully integrated media resources. Students
will especially appreciate the new video tutorials that accompany the Analyzing
Ecology essays.
Ecology: The Economy of NatureW. H. Freeman
The earth, our home, is in crisis. There are two sides to this crisis—our global
economy, and its effect on the ecology of our home planet. Despite conventional
thinking that typical monetary and fiscal manipulations will put us back on the
path of economic growth, the reality is not that simple. Meanwhile, the natural
environment is sending unmistakable warnings. Glaciers are melting; oceans are
becoming dangerously acidic; species and their ecological services are becoming
extinct; and weather patterns are becoming increasingly severe and
unpredictable each year. The stress on resource systems of all kinds threatens to
shrink the carrying capacity of the planet, even as we call upon it for increased
contributions to support a burgeoning human population. Co-written by an
ecologist and an economist, Economics and Ecology: United for a Sustainable
World counsels the replacement of symptomatic thinking with a systemic
worldview that treats the environment and the economy as an ecosystemic unit.
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The first part of the book establishes the methodological and biophysical
principles needed to develop the concept of socioeconomic sustainability. The
second part of the book examines the misuse of economics in the service of what
increasingly appears to be a ruinous pursuit of material wealth and expansion.
The third part offers advice on reconciling economics and ecology by proposing
an economics in which the principles employed are aligned with the biophysical
principles of ecology. This timely volume puts forth a sustainable worldview
based on systemic thinking, with the emphasis more on what and how people
think than on what they do. A unique reference for professionals and laypersons
alike, it can also serve as a supplementary classroom text for students of
economics, ecology, biology, and environmental science.
Examines the conceptual origins of ecology, the people who have influenced its
development since the eighteenth century, and its impact on man's perception of
the world in which he lives
Justice, Society and Nature examines the moral response which the world must
make to the ecological crisis if there is to be real change in the global society and
economy to favour ecological integrity. From its base in the idea of the self,
through principles of political justice, to the justice of global institutions, the
authors trace the layered structure of the philosophy of justice as it applies to
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environmental and ecological issues. Philosophical ideas are treated in a
straightforward and easily understandable way with reference to practical
examples. Moving straight to the heart of pressing international and national
concerns, the authors explore the issues of environment and development, fair
treatment of humans and non-humans, and the justice of the social and
economic systems which affect the health and safety of the peoples of the world.
Current grass-roots concerns such as the environmental justice movement in the
USA, and the ethics of the international regulation of development are examined
in depth. The authors take debates beyond mere complaint about the injustice of
the world economy, and suggest what should now be done to do justice to
nature.
Should there be firmer restrictions on trade, with more policies aimed at
protecting its environmental impacts, or would the environment benefit most from
unrestricted free trade? Do importing countries have a responsibility only to their
local ecosystems, or are they also responsible for environmental degradation
caused by the production of traded goods in exporting countries? Trading the
Environment examines both the dependence and the effects of international
trade on the earth's life support systems and looks at ways in which trading
regulations could be adapted to promote ecologically sustainable economic
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development. It addresses the issues from a fully integrated approach, focusing
on the interrelations between ecosystems, economic development and trade. The
authors provide a carefully constructed ecological and economic analysis of trade
and the environment, examine the existing legal and institutional frameworks and
set out 16 recommendations to achieve environment beneficial trade at both
national and international levels. Trading with the environment was originally
commissioned by the Swedish government and is already regarded thereon
essential reference. It makes an excellent introduction as well as constructive
analysis, both for students and for policy-makers and professional economics
and other scientists working on the issues. Published in 1995
This landmark text helped to define introductory ecology courses for over four decades.
With a dramatic transformation, Ecology: The Economy of Nature, Seventh Edition
becomes the first textbook to fully embrace the challenges and opportunities of
teaching ecology today. The text maintains its signature evolutionary perspective and
emphasis on the quantitative aspects of the field, but it has been completely rewritten
for today’s undergraduates—with extensive new pedagogy, fresh examples (including
more aquatic coverage), and fully integrated media resources.
The Political Economy of Nature draws extensively on current insights from sociology,
ecology, economics and earth science. Robert Boardman pools these diverse
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resources to argue that the investigation of environmental issues raises complex
theoretical questions which can only be answered through more sustained links
between the natural and social sciences. With global issues becoming an increasingly
vital part of environmental debates, Boardman shows how understanding of ecological
problems can be increased in both International Relations and International Political
Economy.
Focusing on the Connecticut River Valley—New England's longest river and largest
watershed— Strother Roberts traces the local, regional, and transatlantic markets in
colonial commodities that shaped an ecological transformation in one corner of the
rapidly globalizing early modern world. Reaching deep into the interior, the Connecticut
provided a watery commercial highway for the furs, grain, timber, livestock, and various
other commodities that the region exported. Colonial Ecology, Atlantic Economy shows
how the extraction of each commodity had an impact on the New England landscape,
creating a new colonial ecology inextricably tied to the broader transatlantic economy
beyond its shores. This history refutes two common misconceptions: first, that
globalization is a relatively new phenomenon and its power to reshape economies and
natural environments has only fully been realized in the modern era and, second, that
the Puritan founders of New England were self-sufficient ascetics who sequestered
themselves from the corrupting influence of the wider world. Roberts argues, instead,
that colonial New England was an integral part of Britain's expanding imperialist
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commercial economy. Imperial planners envisioned New England as a region able to
provide resources to other, more profitable parts of the empire, such as the sugar
islands of the Caribbean. Settlers embraced trade as a means to afford the tools they
needed to conquer the landscape and to acquire the same luxury commodities popular
among the consumer class of Europe. New England's native nations, meanwhile,
utilized their access to European trade goods and weapons to secure power and
prestige in a region shaken by invading newcomers and the diseases that followed in
their wake. These networks of extraction and exchange fundamentally transformed the
natural environment of the region, creating a landscape that, by the turn of the
nineteenth century, would have been unrecognizable to those living there two centuries
earlier.
Economies are open systems embedded in an ecosystem with which they exchange
matter and energy. Interactions among these systems are vital for each system's
performance and are constrained by the laws of physics. This volume pays tribute to
economy--environment interactions simultaneously from an economic, ecological and
physical perspective. Integrating Economics, Ecology and Thermodynamics provides a
first step in identifying and combining the principles of economics, ecology and
thermodynamics on a fundamental level. Part I lays out the general context for the
approach chosen. Part II familiarizes readers with core concepts of, and methods used
in, the three disciplines of economics, ecology and thermodynamics. Part III assesses
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ways in which these disciplines can be integrated to provide an improved
understanding of economy--environment interactions. Part IV illustrates the integration
of the three disciplines with a dynamic model of a human community interacting with its
environment. In Part V the volume closes with a brief summary and a set of conclusions
on the relevance of integrated, interdisciplinary approaches to economy--environment
interactions.
Human well-being relies critically on ecosystem services provided by nature. Examples
include water and air quality regulation, nutrient cycling and decomposition, plant
pollination and flood control, all of which are dependent on biodiversity. They are
predominantly public goods with limited or no markets and do not command any price
in the conventional economic system, so their loss is often not detected and continues
unaddressed and unabated. This in turn not only impacts human well-being, but also
seriously undermines the sustainability of the economic system. It is against this
background that TEEB: The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity project was set
up in 2007 and led by the United Nations Environment Programme to provide a
comprehensive global assessment of economic aspects of these issues. This book,
written by a team of international experts, represents the scientific state of the art,
providing a comprehensive assessment of the fundamental ecological and economic
principles of measuring and valuing ecosystem services and biodiversity, and showing
how these can be mainstreamed into public policies. This volume and subsequent
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TEEB outputs will provide the authoritative knowledge and guidance to drive forward
the biodiversity conservation agenda for the next decade.
Heathlands in Europe reflect a long history of human activity. This book shows us both
the diversity in use all over Europe combining this with the newest insights in ecology.
Central theme is how to cover the costs of maintenance of these heathlands. Is their
future in new types of commons, or do other types of land ownership using the
revenues of heathland ecosystem services give better opportunities?
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