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Earthly Paradise Garden And Courtyard In Islam
Roads to Paradise: Eschatology and Concepts of the Hereafter in Islam offers a
multi-disciplinary study of Muslim thought on paradise, death, and the hereafter.
It promises to become the definitive reference work on Islamic eschatology.
The valley of Malinalco, Mexico, long renowned for its monolithic Aztec temples,
is a microcosm of the historical changes that occurred in the centuries preceding
and following the Spanish conquest in the sixteenth century. In particular, the
garden frescoes uncovered in 1974 at the Augustinian monastery of Malinalco
document the collision of the European search for Utopia with the reality of
colonial life. In this study, Jeanette F. Peterson examines the murals within the
dual heritage of pre-Hispanic and European muralism to reveal how the wall
paintings promoted the political and religious agendas of the Spanish conquerors
while preserving a record of pre-Columbian rituals and imagery. She finds that
the utopian themes portrayed at Malinalco and other Augustinian monasteries
were integrated into a religious and political ideology that, in part, camouflaged
the harsh realities of colonial policies toward the native population. That the
murals were ultimately whitewashed at the end of the sixteenth century suggests
that the "spiritual conquest" failed. Peterson argues that the incorporation of
native features ultimately worked to undermine the orthodoxy of the Christian
message. She places the murals' imagery within the pre-Columbian tlacuilo
(scribe-painter) tradition, traces a "Sahagún connection" between the Malinalco
muralists and the native artists working at the Franciscan school of Tlatelolco,
and explores mural painting as an artistic response to acculturation. The book is
beautifully illustrated with 137 black-and-white figures, including photographs and
line drawings. For everyone interested in the encounter between European and
Native American cultures, it will be essential reading.
The imperial court in Constantinople is central to the outsider's vision of
Byzantium. However, in spite of its fame in literature and scholarship, there have
been few attempts to analyze the court in its entirety as a phenomenon. These
studies provide a unified composition by presenting Byzantine courtly life in all its
interconnected facets.
An encyclopedic study on the role that fear and anxiety have played as the
organizing motives of human existence and social life. Hankiss explains how
human beings have surrounded themselves with protective symbols: myths and
religions, values and belief systems, ideas and scientific theories, moral and
practical rules of behaviour, and a wide range of everyday rituals and trivialities.
The Garden History Reference Encyclopedia is in pdf format with over 10,000
hyperlinks both internal and external, to sites of garden history interest. The text
is twice as long as the Bible and is fully searchable using the free Adobe Reader
found on most computers. For full details of the contents please see GHRE page
on Gardenvisit.com. The Enclycopedia was available as a CD from 2002 to 2012
and is now supplied as a pdf file. It received an American Society of Landscape
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Architects ASLA Merit Award in 2003 and a UK Landscape Institute award in
2004. Contents of the Garden History Reference Encyclopedia eTEXTS: The
100+ eTexts in the Encyclopedia are listed below BIOGRAPHY: there is an
alphabetical index with links to biographies of famous designers, writers and
patrons who have guided the course of garden design history GLOSSARY: there
are explanations of garden history terms, with links to examples of their use in
the eTexts STYLES: there are diagrams of 24 key garden types and styles
TIMELINE: a combination of the 24 style diagrams with links to key persons and
key examples General histories of garden design Garden History Guide. An
overview of garden history from 2000 BC to 2000 AD (by Tom Turner). It
introduces the subject and serves as a guide to the other resources in the
Encyclopedia (approx 2,500 pages, 1.5m words and 2,000 illustrations). Tom
Turner Garden Design in the British Isles: History and styles since 1650 (1986,
2000) The Encyclopedia edition has been revised, with additional illustrations and
hyperlinks to garden descriptions. Marie-Luise Gothein History of garden art
(English edition, 1928) Gothein's book, originally published in German
(Geschichte der Gartenkunst, 1914 ), provides by far the best and by far the most
comprehensive account of garden history from antiquity up to the start of the
twentieth century. eTexts relating to Ancient Egypt Egyptian Book of the Dead
(excerpts) Herodotus journeyed to Egypt and down the Nile in the 5th century BC
and included valuable information on sanctuaries, gardens, groves and statues.
A journey down the Nile in 1902, with romantic paintings of the people and the
landscape A visit to the Estate of Amun in 1909, with paintings capturing the
mood of the ancient monuments A journey down the Nile in 1914, with
photographs of the monuments before they were restored and details of how the
author's family hired a house boat and 'sailed away into a lotus land of sunshine
and silent waters for five or six months' eTexts relating to Ancient West Asia The
Song of Solomon from Old Testament of The Bible (also known as the Song of
Songs). The greatest erotic love song in Western literature, making the
association of gardens and love. It has been a profound influence on western
thinking about gardens. 'The entire world, all of it, it not equal in worth to the day
on which the Song of Songs was given to Israel.' Excerpts from The Bible relating
to gardens. The Garden of Eden was thought to have been in West Asia.
Excerpts from The Koran relating to gardens. Because gardens were so often
used as a symbol of paradise, there are more references to gardens in The
Koran than in The Bible. eTexts relating to Ancient Greece Plato's discussion of
'imitation' (mimesis) is explained and discussed. Book X of The Republic (c370
BC) is in the Encyclopedia . Plato's Theory of Forms led to the aesthetic principle
that 'Art should Imitate Nature' which had a profound influence on western art in
general and garden design in particular. Homer, excerpts from the Iliad and
Odyssey relating to gardens Sir James Frazer's The Golden Bough (1890). The
chapter in the Encyclopedia describes 'The Ritual of Adonis'. It is written by the
founder of modern anthropology and helps to explain the Adonis Cult, which
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provides evidence of plants being grown in Greek courtyard gardens, and of the
spirit in which sacred groves were made in Ancient Greece. eTexts relating to
The Roman Empire Vitruvius Pollio on landscape architecture and garden design
(27 BC) from de Architectura. Vitruvius was a Roman and wrote the oldest
western book on design to have survived. It lays down the principle that places
should have 'commodity, firmness and delight'. Book 1, Chapters 1-7, are in the
Encyclopedia . Excerpts from Ovid's Metamorphosis (1-8 AD) and Art of Love (1
BC). Ovid's poetry provided a rich source of imagery for garden designers and for
the artists who made garden sculpture. Pliny the Younger's letters describing his
own gardens (c100 AD). These letters are the best surviving descriptions of
Roman gardens and of how their owners used them. Pliny owned many gardens
and 500 slaves. Cicero, excerpts from his letters relating to gardens Virgil's
Aenead, sections relating to gardens Life of St Martin The first outstanding
monastic leader in France was St Martin of Tours (c316-397). His account of how
he destroyed the sacred groves of the pagan religion does much to explain why
Europe has such scanty remains of this type of outdoor space. Ibn Battuta's
account of Constantinople c1300 eTexts relating to Medieval Gardens
Charlemagne's 'chapter' (capitulary) on gardens gave detailed instructions for the
plants to be used in the royal gardens and for the management of his lands. They
are key texts for the study of medieval gardens, c800 AD. A note on 'Irminsul.' ,
the sacred tree of the Saxons, destroyed by the Christians. Guillaume de Lorris'
Romance of the Rose or Roman de la Rose (c1250). This is an allegorical poem,
inspired by Ovid, in which gardens and roses are associated with romantic love
('Full many a time I smote and struck the door and listened for someone to let me
in') Excerpts from Boccaccio's Decameron (1353), with classical descriptions of
medieval garden scenes. The tales are famed for their sexual intrigue and this
aspect is more prominent than garden scenery in the illustrations in the
Encyclopedia . Albertus Magnus advice on how to make a pleasure garden
(1206) Walafried Strabbo's poem Hortulus. This is the literary classic of medieval
garden literature, celebrating the delight of plants in monastic life and giving
detailed information on the culture and uses of plants. The Life of St Anthony,
relating to the origin of monastic gardening The Life of St Philbert, relating to the
origin of the European monastic cloister. He was Abbot of Jumièges in France
c750. A set of quotations from The Bible which make reference to gardens.(61
No) eTexts relating to Islamic Gardens A set of quotations from The Koran which
make reference to gardens (151 No) The Spanish Ambassador's visit to
Samarkand, in 1404, with his descriptions of Mughal gardens Babur's Memoir,
Babur admired the gardens he had seen and, after founding a Mughal Empire,
made gardens he made in India Persian gardens were in better condition in 1900
than in 2000, and better still in 1700. This gives a particular importance to past
travellers descriptions of their use and form. There sections from the following
accounts of visits to Persian gardens in the Encyclopedia (and engravings, to
capture the flavour of Persian gardens as they were) Montesquieu's Persian
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letters (1721) contained little information on Pesian gardens but did much to
awaken interest in seraglios and the 'romance of the East'. Washington Irving,
the 'father of American literature' published a famous account of the Alhambra in
1832. He was a friend of Sir Walter Scott and has the same interest in welding
history with imagination. This provides a glimpse of the Alhambra and Generalife
when they were, beyond question, the finest gardens in Europe. eTexts relating
to Renaissance Gardens Plotinus The Enneads Eighth Tractate: 'On the
Intellectual Beauty'. Plotinus (205-270AD) was 'rediscovered' during the
renaissance, in the Platonic Academy founded at Careggi, and came to have a
profound influence on renaissance design methods St Augustine's conversion
took place in a garden in Milan (described in his Confessions) and was often
chosen as a frontispiece to editions of his work. Augustine is regarded as the
greatest Christian thinker of antiquity, the transmitter of Plato and Aristotle to
medieval and renaissance Christianity. Leon Battista Alberti On Garden Design
(1485) from De re aedificatoria libri X (Ten Books on Architecture). Drawing from
Pliny and Vitruvius, the humanist scholar set forth the principles for the design of
renaissance villas. They were taken up by Donato Bramante and guided the
course of garden design for two centuries. Vasari's biographical note on Leon
Battista Alberti describes his multi-faced genius. Leonardo da Vinci note on the
design of a water garden (from his Notebooks) with a reference to his
interpretation of Vitruvius Andrea Palladio's I Quattro Libri dell'Architecttura (The
Four Books of Architecture) (1570) is one of the most influential design works
ever published. The quotations in the Encyclopedia relate to the placing of
buildings and Neoplatonism. Michel Eyquem de Montaigne's diary accounts of
Italian Gardens (1580-1) let us view many still-famous Italian gardens through the
eyes of a French renaissance traveller and writer. Montaigne invented the 'essay
form'. William Shakespeare's mention of gardens (30 No.) tell much of the
gardens he knew. Despite his dates (1564-1616) these gardens are medieval,
with only the slightest renaissance accent. Francis Bacon's Essay 'On Gardens'
(1625). This famous essay, by a philosopher and scientist, in Sir Geoffrey
Jellicoe's words 'magisterially lays down the fundamental principles of gardening'.
It begins with the words 'God Almighty first planted a garden' and praises
wildness in gardens. John Evelyn's diary accounts of gardens in France and Italy
visited between 1644 and 1685. As with Montaigne's diary, they provide
contemporary descriptions of French and Italian parks and gardens. Andrew
Marvell's The Garden (c1650) celebrates the delights in the symbolism of
seventeenth century enclosed gardens. Marvell's Upon Appleton House, to my
Lord Fairfax contains some garden description. The Garden by Abraham Cowley
'I never had any other desire so strong, and so like to covetousness, as ....that I
might be master at last of a small house and large garden Sir Thomas Browne's
essay on The Garden of Cyrus deals with the history of gardens, as viewed from
1658 (an extract is in the Encyclopedia ) eTexts relating to Enlightenment
Gardens René Descartes Descartes did not write either on aesthetics or on
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garden design, but historians continue to speak of the 'Cartesian Garden', by
which they mean a geometrical garden. The Encyclopedia contains the text and a
comment on his Discourse on the method of rightly conducting the reason, and
seeking truth in the sciences.(1637) This short book laid the foundation for the
philosophy of the Enlightenment and for Neoclassical aesthetics. John James
Theory and Practice of Gardening was published in 1712, based on A J Dezallier
d'Arganville and Le Blond. It became the standard book on laying out a French
baroque garden and provides a fascinating insight into how this was done. James
also 'introduced the concept of the ha-ha and anticipated Pope's famous dictum
on the genius of the place'. The Encyclopedia has 3 chapters, 4 plates and a
discussion of James' book. Alexander Pope's and his Essay on Criticism (1711)
Epistle to Lord Burlington (1731). The former summarises contemporary attitudes
to gardens and the latter summarises contemporary (rationalist-Neoclassical)
aesthetic theory: based on Reason, Nature and the Genius of the Place. John
Serle's plan of Alexander Pope's garden at the time of his death, and his
description of Pope's grotto (+ photographs of the grotto and its setting) Sir
Joshua Reynolds Discourses were delivered at the Royal Academy in London
between 1769 and 1790 embody 'The basic ideas of neoclassical theory in the
fine arts were set forth in definitive form, with clarity and grace'. The
Encyclopedia contains relevant quotations. eTexts relating to Romantic Gardens
William Temple's essay 'Upon the Gardens of Epicurus: or Of Gardening' (1685)
is extravagantly praised by Nicholas Pevsner. He claims this essay 'started a line
of thought and visual conceptions which were to dominate first England and then
the World for two centuries.' The full text is in the Encyclopedia . Jospeh
Addison's Essay 161 made the key association of natural scenery with liberty and
freedom. Essay 37 describes a perfect garden in which reason and nature go
hand in hand. Essay 414 sees the works of nature as more delightful than
artificial arrangements. Essay 417 supports Locke's theory of knowledge. Essay
477 describes Addison's own garden at Bilton. William Shenstone A description
of The Leasowes. This was one of the landscape gardens most admired in
continental Europe, partly because it was the work of a poet and partly because it
combined use and beauty - a ferme orneé. The full text of his publisher's
description is in the Encyclopedia . William Shenstone 'Unconnected thoughts on
gardening'. The invention of the term 'landskip gardening' is attributed to
Shenstone. Edmund Burke An essay on the sublime and beautiful (1757). Taking
an empiricist approach, Burke attacks Vitruvian and rationalist aesthetics. He
also discusses garden design, praising Hogarth's 'line of beauty' (which Brown
followed) and comparing 'smooth streams in the landscape' with ' in fine women
smooth skins'. Quotations from Lancelot 'Capability' Brown, describing the
principles on which he worked. Horace Walpole's essay 'On Gardening' (1780).
The most brilliant and influential essay ever written on the development English
park and garden design. Thomas Jefferson's descriptions of English gardens
John Claudius Loudon's biography of Humphry Repton (1840). After Repton's
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own writings, this is the primary source of information on Humphry Repton's life
and work. Jean-Jacques Rousseau one of the letters from La Nouvelle Héloise
deal's with Julie's garden. It is a romantic treatment of an ancient theme, making
the association between women, sex and gardens (see above references the
Song of Solomon, the Romance of the Rose and Boccaccio. Also the reference
below to Goethe). Uvedale Price On the Picturesque (1794) Excerpt from
Chapter 1 and Chapter 4. Price was a widely respected authority on picturesque
taste in gardens. Humphry Repton 'A letter to Mr Price' (1795) Humphry Repton
Sketches and Hints (1795) This is Repton's first theoretical statement on his
chosen professional (Introduction and Chapter 1 on Encyclopedia ) Humphry
Repton Fragments on the Theory and Practice of Landscape Gardening (1816)
The Fragment reproduced (No 27) comes from the Red Book for Ashridge - a
favourite project and the occasion for Repton's advocacy of what became the
Mixed Style of garden design. eTexts relating to Nineteenth Century Gardens
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe Elective Affinities (1809). Like Rousseau, Goethe
admired 'natural' gardens. He also drew gardens and designed gardens. The
section reproduced in the Encyclopedia deals with the design of a romantic
garden. Jane Loudon's life of her husband John Claudius Loudon (1843). Jane
was a novelist and her memoir is as touching as it is important as the key source
of information on her husband - who was the most influential garden writer of the
nineteenth century. Loudon's influence was particularly important in America.
Edward Kemp How to lay out a garden (1864 edn). Excerpts giving his views on
styles of garden design and describing two gardens which he designed. It
presents a somewhat depressing picture of the confusion which reigned in the
mid-nineteenth century garden aesthetics - and continues to reign in many of the
world's municipal parks departments.. Sir Walter Scott, excerpt from Waverly and
from The Quarterly Review on gardens. Scott's remarks can be read in
conjunction with those of his friends, Gilbert Laing Meason and Washington
Irving. They introduced a romantic-historical dimension to garden design and
appreciation. Gustave Flaubert Bouvard and Pécuchet. Flaubert satirizes the
bourgeois taste in garden design displayed by the characters whose names form
the title of his last novel. Famous Parks and Gardens of the World - the book was
published anonymously and provides a good illustration of European gardening
opinion in 1880. The Preface and Chapter 10 are in the Encyclopedia . Ludwig II
of Bavaria: the romantic gardens of the 'Mad King' were rich in historical
associations. eTexts relating to the History of Landscape Architecture Guide to
the History of Landscape Architecture, by Tom Turner Gilbert Laing Meason. The
full text of Meason's On the Landscape Architecture of the Great Painters of Italy
(London 1828). Meason was the 'inventor' of the term Landscape Architecture,
which has since come to be used by a world-wide profession, represented by the
International Federation of Landscape Architects, by the American Society of
Landscape Architects, by the UK Landscape Institute and numerous other
national associations. Only 150 copies of his book were printed and its contents
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are not well known. This is the first time the book has been re-published. It is
accompanied with an analysis of the text by Tom Turner. A clear appreciation of
how landscape architecture began is regarded as central to comprehension of
the modern profession. Notes on the Top twenty theorists and designers in the
history of landscape architecture and on the question What is landscape
architecture? John Claudius Loudon's included comments on Meason in his
Gardener's Magazine (1828) and in his Encyclopedia of Architecture (1833).
These comments transmitted the term to Andew Jackson Downing and, later, to
Frederick Law Olmsted - setting the course of American landscape architecture.
Andrew Jackson Downing's Treatise on the Theory and Practice of Landscape
Gardening. (Section 1, Section 2 and Section 9). Downing was 'the first American
writer on landscape architectural topics' (Norman T Newton in Design on the
Land) and an 'incalcuable' influence on American garden design and landscape
architecture (Oxford Companion to Gardens). Loudon's writings were his starting
point. Frederick Law Olmsted's description of his winning design for the Central
Park, New York, competition (1858). Olmsted 'the father of American landscape
architecture' entered the profession as a result of the Greensward Plan for
Central Park, done in partnership with the English architect Calvert Vaux.
Norman T Newton's account of the scope of landscape architecture, from Design
on the land. Geoffrey Jellicoe's account of the scope of landscape design, from
the Landscape of Man Ian McHarg: notes and links on the twentieth century's
outstanding landscape planner. eTexts relating to Arts and Crafts Gardens
William Morris' essay on Hopes and fears for art in which he criticises carpet
bedding and makes the point that gardens should be works of art and of craft.
Thomas Huxley's discussion of Evolution and ethics (1859), in which he views his
own garden as a 'work of art' in contrast to the 'state of nature' which existed
before it was made. William Robinson The Wild Garden (1881 edn Chapters 1-5,
originally published by John Murray and reproduced with their permission).
Robinson is described by Jekyll (in the reference below) as 'our great champion
of hardy flowers'. He urged the use of hardy plants, instead of subtropical plants
and carpet bedding, in garden design. He had a sharp dispute with Blomfield
(below). John D Sedding Garden craft old and new (1891) introduced his book
with a chapter on The Theory of the Garden. There are 2 chapters in the
Encyclopedia . Reginald Blomfield's The Formal garden in England (1901 edn,
originally published by MacMillan and reproduced with their permission). A
contemporary review in The Times said 'Mr. Blomfield's historical sketch of the
art of gardening in England is full of interest and instruction, and his polemic
against the so-called landscape gardeners is vigorous, incisive, and to our mind
convincing.' The book is undoubtedly polemical, but commendably scholarly.
Blomfield was the son of a bishop and had a hatred of modernism. Gertrude
Jekyll's account of garden design (from Wall water and woodland gardens, 1901,
originally published by Country Life and reproduced with their permission). Jekyll
was the most influential writer on planting design in the twentieth century. This
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chapter is the clearest statement of her views on the history and theory of garden
design. eTexts relating to Design Methods Design methodology: an overview by
Tom Turner Surface water drainage and management (from Landscape Design
October 1985) arguing for 'privileging' water in the design procedure Wilderness
and plenty: construction and deconstruction (from Urban Design Quarterly
September 1992) arguing that the professional structure of the construction
industry would benefit from deconstruction. 'Feminine' landscape design: a tale of
two tragedies (from a Sheffield Spring School lecture, April 1993) arguing for the
'way of the hunter' to be balanced by the 'way of the nester' Postmodern
landscapes (from Landscape Design May 1993) arguing for landscape and
garden designers to take account of postmodern ideas and theories in their work
Pattern analysis (from Landscape Design October 1991) arguing for a design
method based on pattern analysis, instead of the modernist Survey-AnalysisDesign (SAD) method taught in most of the world's landscape and garden design
schools. Revolutions in the garden (from Tom Turner's City as landscape, Spons
1996). After looking at the design revolutions which have taken place in the
1690s, 1790s, and 1890s this essay finds the seeds of a fourth design revolution
in the work of Sir Geoffrey Jellicoe, Charles Jencks, and Ian Hamilton Finlay. The
flowers of garden design theory (from Garden Design Journal Autumn 1999,
published as 'Timeless with delight') this article suggests a design method which
integrates knowledge drawn from various fields, including the fine arts,
philosophy, the natural and social sciences. PAKILDA: Pattern Assisted
Knowledge Intensive Landscape Design Approach (from Landscape Design May
2001). Developing the method outlined in the Garden Design Journal, this article
the recommends a design method for landscape design and planning. Design
history and theory (from a lecture delivered at the University of Uppsala in April
2002) this article relates the PAKILDA method to the set of design objectives
outlined by Vitruvius in the first century: utilitas (Commodity), firmitas (Firmness)
and venustas (Delight). eTexts relating to Twentieth Century Gardens There are
histories of American Garden Design in the Encyclopedia , written in 1834, 1928
and 2001. Geoffrey Jellicoe: a collection of information on his work, including an
essay by Tom Turner on: Geoffrey Jellicoe, the subconscious and landscape
design (1998) Garden Revolutions: an essay in which it is argued that
'structuralism can infuse gardens with post-Postmodern ideas and beliefs. It is a
layered approach to garden making. '
"In the course of my research," writes D. Fairchild Ruggles, "I devoured Arabic
agricultural manuals from the tenth through the fourteenth centuries. I love
gardening, and in these texts I was able to enter the minds of agriculturalists and
botanists of a thousand years ago who likewise believed it was important and
interesting to record all the known ways of propagating olive trees, the various
uses of rosemary, and how best to fertilize a garden bed." Western admirers
have long seen the Islamic garden as an earthly reflection of the paradise said to
await the faithful. However, such simplification, Ruggles contends, denies the
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sophistication and diversity of the art form. Islamic Gardens and Landscapes
immerses the reader in the world of the architects of the great gardens of the
Islamic world, from medieval Morocco to contemporary India. Just as Islamic
culture is historically dense, sophisticated, and complex, so too is the history of
its built landscapes. Islamic gardens began from the practical need to organize
the surrounding space of human civilization, tame nature, enhance the earth's
yield, and create a legible map on which to distribute natural resources. Ruggles
follows the evolution of these early farming efforts to their aristocratic apex in
famous formal gardens of the Alhambra in Spain and the Taj Mahal in Agra.
Whether in a humble city home or a royal courtyard, the garden has several
defining characteristics, which Ruggles discusses. Most notable is an enclosed
space divided into four equal parts surrounding a central design element. The
traditional Islamic garden is inwardly focused, usually surrounded by buildings or
in the form of a courtyard. Water provides a counterpoint to the portioned green
sections. Ranging across poetry, court documents, agronomy manuals, and early
garden representations, and richly illustrated with pictures and site plans, Islamic
Gardens and Landscapes is a book of impressive scope sure to interest scholars
and enthusiasts alike.
Including considerations of sustainability in universities’ activities has long since
become mainstream. However, there is still much to be done with regard to the
full integration of sustainability thinking into science and engineering curricula.
Among the problems that hinder progress in this field, the lack of sound
information on how to actually implement it is prominent. Created in order to
address this need, this book presents a wealth of information on innovative
approaches, methods and tools that may be helpful in translating sustainability
principles into practice.
The book is related to one of the most beautiful architecture of the world; the Taj Mahal. It has
been scientifically portrayed in the book that makes it a useful guide for the tourists. The most
beautiful architectural creation has been analysed from completely new angle, using the
empirical rules prepared by a modern scientist - “The Fifteen Properties of Christopher
Alexander”. The book sheds light on an age old story of another mausoleum of black marble
that was to be built on the other bank of the river Yamuna. The construction of the Taj Mahal
was only half of the original grand scheme conceived by its builder emperor Shahjahan. The
historical events towards the end of emperor Shah Jahan’s reign, his dethroning and the
conspiracies by his own son are highlighted. The book also covers the history of Mughal
dynasty in a narrative manner. It traces the inherited quality of creativity and love for art and
architecture of Mughals. The book puts into perspective the need of fulfilling a forgotten dream
- the creation of Miniature Black Taj Mahal with ebony (natural black wood).
?ehrengiz is an Ottoman genre of poetry written in honor of various cities and provincial towns
of the Ottoman Empire from the early sixteenth century to the early eighteenth century. This
book examines the urban culture of Ottoman Istanbul through ?ehrengiz, as the Ottoman
space culture and traditions have been shaped by a constant struggle between conflicting
groups practicing political and religious attitudes at odds. By examining real and imaginary
gardens, landscapes and urban spaces and associated ritualized traditions, the book questions
the formation of Ottoman space culture in relation to practices of orthodox and heterodox
Islamic practices and imperial politics. The study proposes that ?ehrengiz was a subtext for
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secret rituals, performed in city spaces, carrying dissident ideals of Melami mysticism; following
after the ideals of the thirteenth century Sufi philosopher Ibn al-’Arabi who proposed a theory
of 'creative imagination' and a three-tiered definition of space, the ideal, the real and the
intermediary (barzakh). In these rituals, marginal groups of guilds emphasized the autonomy of
individual self, and suggested a novel proposition that the city shall become an intermediary
space for reconciling the orthodox and heterodox worlds. In the early eighteenth century,
liminal expressions of these marginal groups gave rise to new urban rituals, this time adopted
by the Ottoman court society and by affluent city dwellers and expressed in the poetry of
Nedîm. The author traces how a tradition that had its roots in the early sixteenth century as a
marginal protest movement evolved until the early eighteenth century as a movement of urban
space reform.
What essentially is a garden? Is it a small plot of land that we put aside to cultivate our favorite
vegetables or to grow flowers for our personal enjoyment? Or is it a symbol, a mirror, a
reflection of our human passions? The topic of the present volume is the mysterious ways in
which Imaginatio Creatix plays within the human ingrowness in natural life, transposing
dreams, nostalgias, and enchantments.
This is a critical study of French and Britis art and written texts (poetry, literature, travel
accounts, art criticism)- orientalist works about the harem produced in the period from
1800-1875. Original readings are provided for over 150 harem pictures, from well-known salon
paintings to rarely published erotic popular prints and book illustrations. 'Multiple Wives,
Multiple Pleasures' examines these works closely, often establishing fresh contexts for many of
the more well-known nineteenth century harem pictures, and often providing a consideration of
lesser-known harem pictures that have been rarely published until now.
Learn how to create a personal garden.
In July 1815, six Iranian students arrived in London under the escort of their chaperone,
Captain Joseph D'Arcy. Their mission was to master the modern sciences behind the rapid rise
of Europe. Over the next four years, they lived both the low life and high life of Regency
London, from being down and out after their abandonment by D’Arcy to charming their way
into society and landing on the gossip pages. The Love of Strangers tells the story of their
search for love and learning in Jane Austen’s England. Drawing on the Persian diary of the
student Mirza Salih and the letters of his companions, Nile Green vividly describes how these
adaptable Muslim migrants learned to enjoy the opera and take the waters at Bath. But there
was more than frivolity to their student years in London. Burdened with acquiring the
technology to defend Iran against Russia, they talked their way into the observatories,
hospitals, and steam-powered factories that placed England at the forefront of the scientific
revolution. All the while, Salih dreamed of becoming the first Muslim to study at Oxford. The
Love of Strangers chronicles the frustration and fellowship of six young men abroad to open a
unique window onto the transformative encounter between an Evangelical England and an
Islamic Iran at the dawn of the modern age. This is that rarest of books about the Middle East
and the West: a story of friendships.
The discussion on the phenomenology of life will continue to be crucial to the general outlook
and direction of phenomenological investigations. The imp- tance of it is not only the fact that it
is an innovation in the philosophical circle, but it is also an effort that contributes to the rereading of the hitherto ex- gerated differences between phenomenology and metaphysics.
What is new and signi?cant about life is that even though it is evident in the ?ow of the history
of philosophy, no philosopher has seriously addressed it. Not many philosophers have said
something in particular about life in serious philoso- ical re?ection. The discussion on life by
Henri Bergson attests to this and one 3 can hardly point to other deep re?ections elsewhere
about the subject. The advantage here about our area is not only that it has extended the
horizon of phenomenological thinking, it has also helped to lead phenomenology from the
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constitutive analysis to a creative impetus that has brought a new point of view to the ?eld,
hence raising questions about the general philosophical t- dition from ancient times. This is a
reading which my philosophy attempts to investigate about Tymienieckan thought. The
emphasis in philosophy till now has been more on reason in its int- lection and pure rational
dimension based on the earliest conception of the human person distinguished by rationality.

Addresses literary theory and criticism, comparative studies in terms of theme, genre
movement and influence, and interdisciplinary perspectives.
Courtyard housing is one of the oldest forms of domestic development spanning at
least 2000 years and occurring in distinctive form in many regions of the world.
Traditionally associated with the Middle East where climate and culture have given
shape to a particular type of courtyard housing, other examples exist in Latin America,
China and in Europe, where the model has been reinterpreted. This book
demonstrates, through discussions on sustainability and regional identity, and via a
series of case studies, technical planning and design solutions, that the courtyard
housing form has a future as well as a past.
From Aristotle to the present, memory has been grasped as a trace or impression of
lost reality – bridging physiological experience and consciousness. Philosophers have
vainly sought the nature of this bridge. The present-day physiologizing/naturalizing of
consciousness is not resolving their congenital continuity, in which the very existence
and practice of life is rooted. We have to change our approach (Erwin Straus). The
Aristotelian congenital ties between memory and temporality, acquire crucial
significance in our primogenital ontopoiesis of life (Tymieniecka). It reveals memory to
be the factor that carries this coalescence and the becoming of life itself. This can be
the fruit only of the generative springs of life, first phenomenology/philosophy, the
ontopoietic logos of life. In this collection we explore memory in the constitution of
reality: rememorizing and interpretation, consciousness/action, facts/imagination,
history/myths, self-realization/metamorphosis.
This book unites new information and surprising results from the last fifteen years of
garden research, at a remove from the clichs of Orientalism. Garden archaeology
reveals the economic importance of Judean gardens in Roman times and the visual
complexity of gardens created and transformed in Moorish Spain. More contemporary
approaches unravel the cultural continuities, variations, and differences between
gardens in the Middle East since Roman times and in the Islamic world. Scholars
present new sources for studies of gardens in India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran, the
Ottoman world, Judea, Morocco, and Moorish Spain. They explore the interplay of
conflicting influences, the cultural reception of gardens in religious and mystical
societies, and the political uses of gardens, presenting an unexpected diversity of
garden forms in all levels of society.
This book presents a new answer to the question: what is nirvana? Part I distinguishes
between systematic and narrative thought in the Pali texts of Theravada Buddhism in
South and Southeast Asia, arguing that nirvana produces closure in both, and setting
nirvana in the wider category of Buddhist Felicities. Part II explores other Buddhist
utopias (both eu-topias, good places , and ou-topias, no-places ), and relates Buddhist
utopianism to studies of European and American utopian writing. The book ends with a
close reading of the Vessantara Jataka, which highlights the conflict between the
ascetic quest for closure and ultimate felicity, and the ongoing demands of ordinary life
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and society. Steven Collins discusses these issues in relation to textuality, world
history, and ideology in premodern civilisations, aiming to contribute to a new vision of
Buddhist history, which can hold both the inside and the outside of texts together.
Oxford University Press is proud to present the most up-to-date and comprehensive
encyclopedia in this field. In three illustrated volumes with more than 1,500 entries, the
Encyclopedia deals with all aspects of this important area of study, ranging from the
Middle East to Central Asia to Southeast Asia and Africa as well as Europe and North
America. The Grove Encyclopedia of Islamic Art and Architecture covers all subject
areas including: artists, ruler, writers, architecture, ceramics, sculpture, painting,
calligraphy, coins, textiles, and much more. The Encyclopedia offers fully-updated
articles and bibliographies that draw upon the expansive scholarship of The Dictionary
of Art, as well as more than 500 plans, maps, diagrams, illustrations, and color plates.
This exciting reference work is accessible to scholars, students, and general readers,
making it a reliable and essential resource covering this topic of burgeoning importance
in world history and the visual arts.
The Mughal dynasty (1526-1858) began with the visionary garden builder and
conqueror, Zahir and Din Muhammad Babur. As he conquered new lands, he would
build gardens to mark the beauty of the natural landscape and to lay claim to the new
territory; the role of garden design and meaning thereafter evolved with each Mughal
ruler.
Islamic conceptions of heaven and hell began in the seventh century as an early doctrinal
innovation, but by the twelfth century, these notions had evolved into a highly formalized ideal
of perfection. In tracking this transformation, Nerina Rustomji reveals the distinct material
culture and aesthetic vocabulary Muslims developed to understand heaven and hell and
identifies the communities and strategies of defense that took shape around the promise of a
future world. Ideas of the afterworld profoundly influenced daily behaviors in Islamic society
and gave rise to a code of ethics that encouraged abstinence from sumptuous objects, such as
silver vessels and silk, so they could be appreciated later in heaven. Rustomji conducts a
meticulous study of texts and images and carefully connects the landscape and social
dynamics of the afterworld with earthly models and expectations. Male servants and female
companions become otherworldly objects in the afterlife, and stories of rewards and
punishment helped preachers promote religious reform. By employing material culture as a
method of historical inquiry, Rustomji points to the reflections, discussions, and constructions
that actively influenced Muslims' picture of the afterworld, culminating in a distinct religious
aesthetic.
Earthly ParadiseGarden and Courtyard in IslamUniv of California PressEarthly
ParadiseGarden and Courtyard in IslamEarthly ParadiseGarden and Courtyard in Islam ; with
258 Photographs by the Autor, 15 in Colour, and 49 PlansIslamic Gardens and
LandscapesUniversity of Pennsylvania Press
In a bestselling work of profound and lasting importance, the late Albert Hourani told the
definitive history of the Arab peoples from the seventh century, when the new religion of Islam
began to spread from the Arabian peninsula westwards, to the present day. It is a masterly
distillation of a lifetime of scholarship and a unique insight into a perpetually troubled region.
This updated edition by Malise Ruthven adds a substantial new chapter which includes recent
events such as 9/11, the US invasion of Iraq and its bloody aftermath, the fall of the Mubarak
and Ben Ali regimes in Egypt and Tunisia, and the incipient civil war in Syria, bringing
Hourani's magisterial History up to date. Ruthven suggests that while Hourani can hardly have
been expected to predict in detail the massive upheavals that have shaken the Arab world
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recently he would not have been entirely surprised, given the persistence of the kin-patronage
networks he describes in his book and the challenges now posed to them by a new mediaaware generation of dissatisfied youth. In a new biographical preface, Malise Ruthven shows
how Hourani's perspectives on Arab history were shaped by his unique background as an
English-born Arab Christian with roots in the Levant.
Cultural sustainability is a very important aspect of the overall sustainability framework and is
regarded as the fourth pillar alongside the other three: environmental, economic, and social
sustainability. However, the concept is neither fully explored, nor widely accepted or
recognized. This book elicits the interplay of nature-culture-architecture and theorizes the
concept of cultural sustainability and culturally sustainable architecture. It identifies four key
themes in Chinese philosophy: Harmony with Heaven, Harmony with Earth, Harmony with
Humans, and Harmony with Self, along with Greek philosopher Aristotle’s physics: form,
space, matter, and time, it sets them as criteria to evaluate the renewed and new courtyard
housing projects constructed in China since the 1990s. Using an innovative architectural and
social science approach, this book examines the political, economic, social, and spatial factors
that affect cultural sustainability. Supported by a multiplicity of data including: field surveys,
interviews with residents, architects, and planners, time diaries, drawings, photos, planning
documents, observation notes, and real estate brochures, the book proposes new courtyard
garden house design strategies that promote healthy communities and human care for one
another, a concept that is universally applicable. The volume is a first opportunity to take a
holistic view, to encompass eastern and western, tangible and intangible, cultures in the
theorization of cultural sustainability and culturally sustainable architecture. It is a
comprehensive contribution to architectural theory.
The Alhambra is the only Muslim palace to have survived since the Middle Ages and has long
been a byword for exotic and melancholy beauty. In his absorbing new book, Irwin, Arabist and
novelist, examines its history and allure.
Analyzes gardens from around the world, identifies various types, and explains what sets
gardens apart from the natural landscape
In What Gardens Mean, Stephanie Ross draws on philosophy as well as the histories of art,
gardens, culture, and ideas to explore the magical lure of gardens. Paying special attention to
the amazing landscape gardens of eighteenth-century England, she situates gardening among
the other fine arts, documenting the complex messages gardens can convey and tracing
various connections between gardens and the art of painting. What Gardens Mean offers a
distinctive blend of historical and contemporary material, ranging from extensive accounts of
famous eighteenth-century gardens to incisive connections with present-day philosophical
debates. And while Ross examines aesthetic writings from the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries, including Joseph Addison’s Spectator essays on the pleasures of imagination, the
book’s opening chapter surveys more recent theories about the nature and boundaries of art.
She also considers gardens on their own terms, following changes in garden style, analyzing
the phenomenal experience of viewing or strolling through a garden, and challenging the claim
that the art of gardening is now a dead one. (ed.)

This is a new English translation of a classic work of medieval Islamic learning. In this
rich allegorical fable the animals pursue a case against humanity. They rebuke and
criticise human weakness, deny man's superiority, and make powerful demands for
greater justice and respect for animals.
Until the 1980s, the Roman frontier in modern Jordan was among the least studied of
the empire's far-flung border regions. From 1980 until 1989, the Limes Arabicus Project
investigated the frontier east of the Dead Sea. Excavation focused on the late Roman
legionary fortress of el-Lejjun as well as soundings of four smaller but
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contemporaneous forts. The project's regional survey recorded over five hundred other
archaeological sites in the area, dating from the Paleolithic to the Late Islamic periods.
This report presents detailed results from the excavated forts, a broad range of material
cultural evidence from animal bones to bedouin burials, and provides a synthesis of the
history of this frontier, which witnessed the first confrontation between the Byzantine
Empire and the forces of Islam.
The essays in this volume present new scholarship on imperial expansion through
colonization and globalization from a variety of postcolonial perspectives. Most of the
articles are grounded in literary works. National identities and imageries are scrutinized,
deconstructing the modernist and utopian idea of a nation as a site of homogeneity, and
reviewing the importance of the changing concept of identity in the different phases of
decolonization.
Following the tradition and style of the acclaimed Index Islamicus, the editors have
created this new Bibliography of Art and Architecture in the Islamic World. The editors
have surveyed and annotated a wide range of books and articles from collected
volumes and journals published in all European languages (except Turkish) between
1906 and 2011. This comprehensive bibliography is an indispensable tool for everyone
involved in the study of material culture in Muslim societies.
The religious identity of indegenous Gujjars in the Himilayan region remains largely
unexplored. This book argues that their choice to associate with Deobandi Islam occurs
in the wider context of conservation debates, local government-led efforts to relocate
them from the Rajaji National Park in Uttarakhand, India, and the failure of NGOs to
represent their interests. Based on documents and interviews, this detailed work
explores both the continuing expansion of Deobandi reform and the responses of the
Gujjars. It points toward the role of Islam in integrating marginal groups in South Asia.
Examining historical water use and ideology diachronically and cross regionally, this
book reveals how religion, politics, science and social relationships transformed and
were transformed by the manipulation of, uses of, and disputes over water in daily life,
ceremonies, and literature.
Comprising ten papers which critically examine the field of garden history, presented at
the twenty-first Dumbarton Oaks Colloquium on the History of Landscape Architecture.
Topics include changes in approaches to garden history and architectural studies over
time and new historical investigations and discoveries in Italian and Mughal gardens.
Good bandw illustrations. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
Copyright: d5cfa16138a58b336292f6016dd400c2
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