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Early Cultures Of Mainland Southeast Asia
Early Civilizations of Southeast Asia presents a fascinating synthesis of research on the prehistoric societies of mainland
Southeast Asia. Drawing on archaeological and historical research, both old and new, Dougald O'Reilly provides a
general picture of the events that shaped the region in ancient times, covering the rise of the Pyu civilization in Myanmar,
the Mon and Dvaravati kingdoms of Thailand, the early polities of peninsular Malaysia, the Khmer kingdoms of
Cambodia, and the rise of Champa in Vietnam. This is a book that will interest both scholars and students of
archaeology, anthropology, history, and Asian studies.
A new, comprehensive, one volume history of Southeast Asia that spans prehistory to the present. Ricklefs brings
together colleagues at the National University of Singapore whose expertise covers the entire region, encompassing
political, social, economic, religious and cultural history. Opening with an account of the ethnic groups and initial cultural
and social structures of Southeast Asia, the book moves through the early 'classical' states, the arrival of new global
religions and the impact of non-indigenous actors. The history of early modern states and their colonial successors is
followed by analysis of World War II across the region, Offering a definitive account of decolonisation and early postcolonial nation-building, the text then transports us to modern-day Southeast Asia, exploring its place in a world
recovering from the financial crisis. The distinguished author team provide an authoritative and accessible narrative,
drawing upon the latest research and offering detailed guidance on further reading. A landmark contribution to the field,
this is an essential text for scholars, students and anyone interested in Southeast Asia.
Ancient Southeast Asia provides readers with a much needed synthesis of the latest discoveries and research in the
archaeology of the region, presenting the evolution of complex societies in Southeast Asia from the protohistoric period,
beginning around 500BC, to the arrival of British and Dutch colonists in 1600. Well-illustrated throughout, this
comprehensive account explores the factors which established Southeast Asia as an area of unique cultural fusion.
Miksic and Goh explore how the local population exploited the abundant resources available, developing maritime
transport routes which resulted in economic and cultural wealth, including some of the most elaborate art styles and
monumental complexes ever constructed. The book’s broad geographical and temporal coverage, including a chapter on
the natural environment, provides readers with the context needed to understand this staggeringly diverse region. It
utilizes French, Dutch, Chinese, Malay-Indonesian and Burmese sources and synthesizes interdisciplinary theoretical
perspectives and data from archaeology, history and art history. Offering key opportunities for comparative research with
other centres of early socio-economic complexity, Ancient Southeast Asia establishes the area’s importance in world
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history.
This book summarizes the systematic research on the Neolithic cultures of Taiwan, based on the latest archaeological
discoveries, and focusing on the maritime interactions between mainland southeast China, Taiwan, and southeast Asia
during (5600-1800 BP). The study demonstrates and sheds light on the distinctiveness of Taiwan’s Neolithic cultures,
their interactions with the external cultures of its surrounding regions, the maritime cultural diffusion and early seafaring
across sea regions like the Taiwan Strait, Bashi channel and South China Sea. Drawing on the author’s deep
understanding of Taiwan and its surrounding regions, the book also incorporates recent archeological findings by
Taiwanese researchers. Further, based on a new reconstruction of the spatiotemporal framework of Taiwanese
prehistoric cultures, the chronologically arranged chapters discuss Neolithic cultures of the early, middle, late and final
stage of this island region, revealing the prehistoric cultural development, regional typology and their maritime
interactions with surrounding regions. The typological study of the native traits and external cultural influences of each
stage of Neolithic culture shows the prehistoric and early history of this key stepping stone in the Asia-Pacific region.
Water Civilization: From Yangtze to Khmer Civilizations comprises three major topics: 1) Discovery of the origin of rice
agriculture and the Yangtze River civilization in southern China was mainly based on investigation of the Chengtoushan
archaeological site, the earliest urban settlement in East Asia. The origin of rice cultivation can be traced back to 10000
BC, with urban settlement starting at about 6000 BP; 2) The Yangtze River civilization collapsed around 4200 BP.
Palaeoenvironmental studies including analyses of annually laminated sediments in East and Southeast Asia indicate a
close relationship between climate change and the rise and fall of the rice-cultivating and fishing civilization; and 3)
Migrations from southern China to Southeast Asia occurred after about 4200 BP. Archaeological investigation of the
Phum Snay site in Cambodia, including analyses of DNA and human skeletal remains, reveals a close relationship to
southern China, indicating the migration of people from southern China to Southeast Asia. This publication is an
important contribution to understanding the environmental history of China and Cambodia in relation to the rise and fall of
the rice-cultivating and fishing civilization, which we call water civilization.
This unique book presents a broad multi-disciplinary examination of early temple architecture in Asia, written by two
experts in digital reconstruction and the history and theory of Asian architecture. The authors examine the archetypes of
Early Brahmanic, Hindu and Buddhist temple architecture from their origins in north western India to their subsequent
spread and adaptation eastwards into Southeast Asia. While the epic monuments of Asia are well known, much less is
known about the connections between their building traditions, especially the common themes and mutual influences in
the early architecture of Java, Cambodia and Champa. While others have made significant historiographic connections
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between these temple building traditions, this book unravels, for the first time, the specifically compositional and
architectural linkages along the trading routes of South and Southeast Asia. Through digital reconstruction and recovery
of three dimensional temple forms, the authors have developed a digital dataset of early Indian antecedents, tested new
technologies for the acquisition of built heritage and developed new methods for comparative analysis of built form
geometry. Overall the book presents a novel approach to the study of heritage and representation within the framework
of emerging digital techniques and methods.
Nong Nor is a prehistoric coastal site located in the Chonburi Province, Southeast Asia. It was excavated between 1991
and 1993 and shows two phases of occupation: the first, c.2500 BC, a brief stay by a community of hunter-gatherers
living on shellfish, dolphins and sharks; the second, an extensive cemetery of 170 graves dating to 1100-700 BC, some
with grave goods and a small group of unusually wealthy ones. The authors, in their conclusion, suggest that the first
inhabitants of Nong Nor may have been ancestral to the later inhabitants of nearby Khok Phanom Di.
The ancient ruins of Southeast Asia have long sparked curiosity and romance in the world’s imagination. They appear in
accounts of nineteenth-century French explorers, as props for Indiana Jones’ adventures, and more recently as the
scene of Lady Lara Croft’s fantastical battle with the forces of evil. They have been featured in National Geographic
magazine and serve as backdrops for popular television travel and reality shows. Now William Chapman’s expansive
new study explores the varied roles these monumental remains have played in the histories of Southeast Asia’s modern
nations. Based on more than fifteen years of travel, research, and visits to hundreds of ancient sites, A Heritage of Ruins
shows the close connection between “ruins conservation” and both colonialism and nation building. It also demonstrates
the profound impact of European-derived ideas of historic and aesthetic significance on ancient ruins and how these
continue to color the management and presentation of sites in Southeast Asia today. Angkor, Pagan (Bagan), Borobudur,
and Ayutthaya lie at the center of this cultural and architectural tour, but less visited sites, including Laos’s stunning Vat
Phu, the small temple platforms of Malaysia’s Lembah Bujang Valley, the candi of the Dieng Plateau in Java, and the
ruins of Mingun in Burma and Wiang Kum Kam near Chiang Mai in northern Thailand, are also discussed. All share a
relative isolation from modern urban centers of population, sitting in park-like settings, serving as objects of tourism and
as lynchpins for local and even national economies. Chapman argues that these sites also remain important to
surrounding residents, both as a means of income and as continuing sources of spiritual meaning. He examines the
complexities of heritage efforts in the context of present-day expectations by focusing on the roles of both outside and
indigenous experts in conservation and management and on attempts by local populations to reclaim their patrimony and
play a larger role in protection and interpretation. Tracing the history of interventions aimed at halting time’s decay,
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Chapman provides a chronicle of conservation efforts over a century and a half, highlighting the significant part foreign
expertise has played in the region and the ways that national programs have, in recent years, begun to break from earlier
models. The book ends with suggestions for how Southeast Asian managers and officials might best protect their
incomparable heritage of art and architecture and how this legacy might be preserved for future generations.
The Golden Peninsula: Culture and Adaptation in Mainland Southeast Asia has long been recognized as the best allaround introduction to the diverse cultural traditions found in Burma, Thailand, Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam. First
published in 1977, it continues to offer useful insights to students and travelers to the region. In five well-defined and
succinct chapters, Professor Keyes, a leading specialist in the field, offers a jargon-free, copiously annotated synthesis of
knowledge about the cultural history of tribal, Theravada Buddhist, and Vietnamese societies. He combines analysis of
traditional cultural practices with examination of cultural conflict in the colonial and post-colonial periods. The book
remains unique in providing a detailed examination of urban life as well as of life in rural communities.
For the first time, the complete cultural history of mainland Southeast Asia is covered in one volume.
This third volume in the series is devoted to presenting and interpreting the metallurgical evidence from Ban Chiang,
northeast Thailand, in the broader regional context. Because the production of metal artifacts must engage numerous
communities in order to acquire and process the raw materials and then create and distribute products, understanding
metals in past societies requires a regional perspective. This is the first book to compile, summarize, and synthesize the
English-language copper production and exchange evidence available so far from Thailand and Laos in a thorough and
systematic manner. Chapters by Vincent C. Pigott and Thomas O. Pryce examine in detail the mining and smelting of
copper in several sites, and the lead-isotope evidence for the sourcing of artifacts found in two of the consumption sites
included in the study. Another chapter compiles the metal consumption evidence, including results of technical studies on
prehistoric metals recovered from more than 35 sites excavated in central and northeast Thailand. This compilation
demonstrates important regional variation in chaînes opératoires, allowing explication and synthesis of the technological
traditions found in this region during prehistory. The review and compilation sheds new light on the social and economic
context for the adoption and development of metallurgy in this part of the world. One key insight is that Thailand presents
a case for a "community-driven bronze age," where the choices of peaceful local communities, not elites or centralized
political entities, shaped how metal technological systems were implemented in this region. This fresh perspective on the
role of metallurgy in ancient societies contributes to an expanded global understanding of how humans have engaged
metal technologies, contributing to debunking the conventional paradigm that emphasized a top-down view and a
standardized metallurgical sequence, a paradigm that has dominated archeometallurgical studies for the last century or
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more. Thai Archaeology Monograph Series, 2C University Museum Monograph, 153
A fresh and exciting exploration of Southeast Asian history from the 5th to 9th century, seen through the lens of the
region's sculpture
This collection deals with the development of complex societies in Southeast Asia from the Neolithic until the later historic
period. The authors present data from recent excavations as well as new analyses of previous finds, with a focus on
cultural exchange and interactions with the natural environment. The volume is divided into four parts: the Neolithic
period in Southeast Asia (common origins, cultural diffusion and antiquity of human occupation); the Bronze-Iron Age in
mainland Southeast Asia (new dating, mortuary practices, and material culture); long-distance exchange relations
between China and the Middle East; and early Indianized polities (natural environment and material culture).
Interpreting Southeast Asia's Past: Monument, Image and Text features 31 papers read at the 10th International
Conference of the European Association of Southeast Asian Archaeologists, held in London in September 2004. The
volume covers monumental arts, sculpture and painting, epigraphy and heritage management across mainland
Southeast Asia and as far south as Indonesia. New research on monumental arts includes chapters on the Bayon of
Angkor and the great brick temple sites of Champa. There is an article discussing the purpose of making and erecting
sacred sculptures in the ancient world and accounts of research on the sacred art of Burma, Thailand and southern
China (including the first study of the few surviving Saiva images in Burma), of a spectacular find of bronze Mahayana
Buddhas, and of the sculpted bronzes of the Dian culture. New research on craft goods and crafting techniques deals
with ancient Khmer materials, including recently discovered ceramic kiln sites, the sandstone sources of major Khmer
sculptures, and the rare remaining traces of paint, plaster and stucco on stone and brick buildings. More widely
distributed goods also receive attention, including Southeast Asian glass beads, and there are contributions on Southeast
Asian heritage and conservation, including research on Angkor as a living World Heritage site and discussion of a
UNESCO project on the stone jars of the Plain of Jars in Laos that combines recording, safeguarding, bomb clearance,
and eco-tourism development.
The emergence and adoption of metallurgy is one of the seminal topics of investigation in the history of archaeology,
particularly in the history of archaeological research in Southeast Asia. The site of Ban Chiang, Thailand, is a central site
in debates surrounding the chronology and significance of early metallurgy in the region. This book is the first in a series
of four volumes that review the contributions of Ban Chiang and three related sites in northeast Thailand excavated by
the Penn Museum to an understanding early metallurgy in Thailand. As the study of archaeometallurgy is a complex topic
that draws on numerous technical and social science disciplines, this introductory volume presents in several chapters
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the background needed to assess the metal and related evidence presented in the subsequent volumes in this series. A
history of perspectives on the role of metals in ancient societies generally and Southeast Asia, specifically, is provided.
Other chapters debunk the conventional paradigm for understanding metals and society and provide current theoretical
perspectives and new paradigms for the study of ancient metals. The geological basis for the presence and location of
metal ore resources in the region is reviewed. The final chapter presents a technical overview of ways material properties
of ancient metals may be studied. While providing a background to the study of metals at Ban Chiang, the volume also
reviews, synthesizes, and repositions the method and theory for the study of archaeometallurgy generally. Thai
Archaeology Monograph Series 2A; University Museum Monograph 149
Mainland Southeast Asia is a culturally diverse and musically intriguing area, yet the ethnomusicological record lacks
coverage of many of its musical and cultural traditions. Placing the music of this region within a social, cultural, and
historical context, Music in Mainland Southeast Asia is the first brief, stand-alone volume to profile the under-represented
musical traditions of Burma, Cambodia, Thailand, and Vietnam. It also contains the first introduction to Burmese music
ever presented in a music textbook. Drawing on his extensive fieldwork, author Gavin Douglas frames this survey of
Southeast Asian music within three key themes: music and diversity, music and political turmoil, and music and
globalization. Each theme lends itself to a discussion of the region's classical musical traditions, folk traditions, and
contemporary developments. Uniquely focusing on the people who practice these musical traditions--rather than the
locales from which the traditions originate--the text also follows individuals out of their native lands and into diasporic
communities throughout the world [Publisher description].
This book offers the only synthesis of early-period Marianas archaeology, marking the first human settlement of Remote
Oceania about 1500 B.C. In these remote islands of the northwest Pacific Ocean, archaeological discoveries now can
define the oldest site contexts, dating, and artifacts of a Neolithic (late stone-age) people. This ancient settlement was
accomplished by the world’s longest open-ocean voyage in human history at its time, more than 2000 km from any
contemporary populated area. This work brings the isolated Mariana Islands into the forefront of scientific research of
how people first settled Remote Oceania, further important for understanding long-distance human migration in general.
Given this significance, the early Marianas sites deserve close attention that has been awkwardly missing until now. The
author draws on his years of intensive field research to define the earliest Marianas sites in scientific detail but accessible
for broad readership. It covers three major topics: 1) situating the ancient sites in their original environmental contexts; 2)
inventory of the early-period sites and their dating; and 3) the full range of pottery, stone tools, shell ornaments, and other
artifacts. The work concludes with discussing the impacts of the findings on Asia-Pacific archaeology and on human
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global migration studies.
This book presents a novel and innovative approach to the study of social evolution using case studies from the Old and
the New World, from prehistory to the present. This approach is based on examining social evolution through the
evolution of social institutions. Evolution is defined as the process of structural change. Within this framework the society,
or culture, is seen as a system composed of a vast number of social institutions that are constantly interacting and
changing. As a result, the structure of society as a whole is also evolving and changing. The authors posit that the
combination of evolving social institutions explains the non-linear character of social evolution and that every society
develops along its own pathway and pace. Within this framework, society should be seen as the result of the compound
effect of the interactions of social institutions specific to it. Further, the transformation of social institutions and relations
between them is taking place not only within individual societies but also globally, as institutions may be trans-societal,
and even institutions that operate in one society can arise as a reaction to trans-societal trends and demands. The book
argues that it may be more productive to look at institutions even within a given society as being parts of trans-societal
systems of institutions since, despite their interconnectedness, societies still have boundaries, which their members
usually know and respect. Accordingly, the book is a must-read for researchers and scholars in various disciplines who
are interested in a better understanding of the origins, history, successes and failures of social institutions.
‘This volume brings together a diversity of international scholars, unified in the theme of expanding scientific knowledge
about humanity’s past in the Asia-Pacific region. The contents in total encompass a deep time range, concerning the
origins and dispersals of anatomically modern humans, the lifestyles of Pleistocene and early Holocene Palaeolithic
hunter-gatherers, the emergence of Neolithic farming communities, and the development of Iron Age societies. These
core enduring issues continue to be explored throughout the vast region covered here, accordingly with a richness of
results as shown by the authors. Befitting of the grand scope of this volume, the individual contributions articulate
perspectives from multiple study areas and lines of evidence. Many of the chapters showcase new primary field data
from archaeological sites in Southeast Asia. Equally important, other chapters provide updated regional summaries of
research in archaeology, linguistics, and human biology from East Asia through to the Western Pacific.’ Mike T. Carson
Associate Professor of Archaeology Micronesian Area Research Center University of Guam
This handbook collects expert surveys of the prehistory of Southeast Asia, a two-millennial span that began with the
arrival of now extinct humans and ended with the great civilization of Angkor (9th to 15th century).
Discusses the historical and cultural changes that occurred in Asia throughout history.
The history of Southeast Asia covers the people of Southeast Asia from prehistory to the present in two distinct subPage 7/11
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regions: Mainland Southeast Asia (or Indochina) and Maritime Southeast Asia (or Insular Southeast Asia). Mainland
Southeast Asia comprises Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar (or Burma), Peninsular Malaysia, Thailand, and Vietnam whereas
Maritime Southeast Asia comprises Brunei, Cocos (Keeling) Islands, Christmas Island, East Malaysia, East Timor,
Indonesia, Philippines, and Singapore Do you want to get to know more about the history of this massive region? If you
say YES, then read this book. You will discover: -How ancient Southeast Asian nations were founded -The cultures and
religions that were incubated in the region -The dynamic trade networks that were established -The terrible wars that
were fought -How colonization affected the area -The impact of Japanese occupation during WW2 -The postwar struggle
for independence -And more
The great Southeast Asian civilization is revealed in all its splendor here, with details of the statues, inscriptions, canals,
fountains, and moats that made its capital--Angkor Wat--one of the great marvels of the ancient world.
Urbanization and Religion in Ancient Central Mexico examines the ways in which urbanization and religion intersected in
pre-Columbian central Mexico. It provides a materially informed history of religion and an archaeology of cities that
considers religion as a generative force in societal change.
The first book to compare the world's earliest cities, the history of research and meaning of early cities.
Ancient Complex Societies examines the archaeological evidence for the rise and functioning of politically and socially “complex” cultures in
antiquity. Particular focus is given to civilizations exhibiting positions of leadership, social and administrative hierarchies, emerging and
already developed complex religious systems, and economic differentiation. Case studies are drawn from around the globe, including Asia,
the Mediterranean region, and the American continents. Using case studies from Africa, Polynesia, and North America, discussion is
dedicated to identifying what “complex” means and when it should be applied to ancient systems. Each chapter attempts to not only explore
the sociopolitical and economic elements of ancient civilizations, but to also present an overview of what life was like for the later population
within each system, sometimes drilling down to individual people living their daily lives. Throughout the chapters, the authors address
problems with the idea of complexity, the incomparability of cultures, and the inconsistency of archaeological and historical evidence in
reconstructing ancient cultures.
The history of Southeast Asia covers the people of Southeast Asia from prehistory to the present in two distinct sub-regions: Mainland
Southeast Asia (or Indochina) and Maritime Southeast Asia (or Insular Southeast Asia). Mainland Southeast Asia comprises Cambodia,
Laos, Myanmar (or Burma), Peninsular Malaysia, Thailand, and Vietnam whereas Maritime Southeast Asia comprises Brunei, Cocos
(Keeling) Islands, Christmas Island, East Malaysia, East Timor, Indonesia, Philippines, and Singapore This book covers ancient Southeast
Asia, the mid-period, colonialism, World War Two occupation by the Japanese, the aftermath of the war, and the subsequent revolutions. The
history of this region is a riveting story full of all manner of plot twists and developments. Inside, you will discover: -How ancient Southeast
Asian nations were founded -The cultures and religions that were incubated in the region -The dynamic trade networks that were established
-The terrible wars that were fought -How colonization affected the area -The impact of Japanese occupation during WW2 -The postwar
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struggle for independence -And more!
In recent years the bioarchaeology of Southeast Asia and the Pacific islands has seen enormous progress. This new and exciting research is
synthesised, contextualised and expanded upon in The Routledge Handbook of Bioarchaeology in Southeast Asia and the Pacific Islands.
The volume is divided into two broad sections, one dealing with mainland and island Southeast Asia, and a second section dealing with the
Pacific islands. A multi-scalar approach is employed to the bio-social dimensions of Southeast Asia and the Pacific islands with contributions
alternating between region and/or site specific scales of operation to the individual or personal scale. The more personal level of
osteobiographies enriches the understanding of the lived experience in past communities. Including a number of contributions from subdisciplinary approaches tangential to bioarchaeology the book provides a broad theoretical and methodological approach. Providing new
information on the globally relevant topics of farming, population mobility, subsistence and health, no other volume provides such a range of
coverage on these important themes.
Southeast Asia was the scene of one of the world's major civilisations, that of Angkor, until it was sacked in the early fifteenth century. The
origins of Angkor were barely known until recent archaeological excavation and field research began to reveal the region's dynamic
development and to raise new questions to serve in its understanding. This important new synthesis focuses on the social world of early
mainland Southeast Asia: Thailand, Vietnam, Kampuchea, Laos and adjacent areas. The book begins when the area was occupied 12,000
years ago by hunters and gatherers. The author stresses the importance of sedentism and domestication. These encouraged the spread of
coastal communities into the interior valleys. Particular relevance is seen in the exchange of valuables, including bronze, as symbols of
status. The origins of civilisation, for long assumed to result from Indian expansion in the region, are seen as rooted in local changes, along
with the selective adoption of Indian religious and political ideas within coastal cheifdoms. In bridging the gap between prehistory and history,
this book will appeal not only to archaeologists but to those interested in the general history, culture and arts of Asia.
The foundation of any archaeometallurgical study is study of excavated assemblages of metals and related remains. This volume presents in
detail how the metals and such remains as crucibles excavated from four sites in northeast Thailand have been studied to understand the
place of metal objects and technology in the ancient past of this region. In addition to typological examination, hundreds of technical analyses
reveal the technological capabilities, preferences, and styles of metal artifact manufacturers in this part of Thailand. Detailed examination of
contexts of recovery of metal remains employing a "life history" approach indicates that metal objects in those societies were used primarily in
daily life and, only occasionally, as grave goods. The most surprising find is that casting of copper-base artifacts to final form took place at all
these village sites during the metal age period, indicating a decentralized final production stage that may prove to be unusual for metal age
societies. These insights are made possible by applying the methods and theories introduced in the first volume of the suite of volumes that
study the metal remains from Ban Chiang in regional contest. Thai Archaeology Monograph Series, 2B; University Museum Monograph, 150
This book takes stock of the results of some two decades of intensive archaeological research carried out on both sides of the Bay of Bengal,
in combination with renewed approaches to textual sources and to art history. To improve our understanding of the trans-cultural process
commonly referred to as Indianisation, it brings together specialists of both India and Southeast Asia, in a fertile inter-disciplinary
confrontation. Most of the essays reappraise the millennium-long historiographic no-man's land during which exchanges between the two
shores of the Bay of Bengal led, among other processes, to the Indianisation of those parts of the region that straddled the main routes of
exchange. Some essays follow up these processes into better known "classical" times or even into modern times, showing that the
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localisation process of Indian themes has long remained at work, allowing local societies to produce their own social space and express their
own ethos.
First Farmers: the Origins of Agricultural Societies offers readers an understanding of the origins and histories of early agricultural populations
in all parts of the world. Uses data from archaeology, comparative linguistics, and biological anthropology to cover developments over the
past 12,000 years Examines the reasons for the multiple primary origins of agriculture Focuses on agricultural origins in and dispersals out of
the Middle East, central Africa, China, New Guinea, Mesoamerica and the northern Andes Covers the origins and dispersals of major
language families such as Indo-European, Austronesian, Sino-Tibetan, Niger-Congo and Uto-Aztecan
The archaeology of the early cultures of mainland Southeast Asia has been transformed in the ten years since Charles Higham published the
first major summary of the period from 10000 BC to the fall of the Kingdom of Angkor. He has now written an entirely new book, which takes
into account a host of new discoveries. The dynamic coastal hunter-gatherers at Khok Phanom Di provide a startling image quite at variance
with our earlier understanding of this period. The origins of rice cultivation in the Yangzi Valley, linked with the distribution of the languages,
provides a whole new view of the spread of farming communities. At last, the origins and dating of the Bronze Age are resolved, and the
social life from mines to settlements, and on to the rituals of death, can be followed. New excavations at large Iron Age sites in Cambodia and
Thailand now allow us to appreciate the vigour and dynamism of societies on the brink of the transition to the state. A fresh appraisal of the
available inscriptions has opened new vistas on the origins and development of the great kingdom of Angkor. Professor Higham has
integrated all these new findings into a fascinating account of Southeast Asia's past, bringing a freshness and vigour to the period which can
only provide for a fuller understanding of how this vital region has developed over the millennia into its present form.
This comprehensive and absorbing book traces the cultural history of Southeast Asia from prehistoric (especially Neolithic, Bronze-Iron age)
times through to the major Hindu and Buddhist civilizations, to around AD 1300. Southeast Asia has recently attracted archaeological
attention as the locus for the first recorded sea crossings; as the region of origin for the Austronesian population dispersal across the Pacific
from Neolithic times; as an arena for the development of archaeologically-rich Neolithic, and metal using communities, especially in Thailand
and Vietnam, and as the backdrop for several unique and strikingly monumental Indic civilizations, such as the Khmer civilization centred
around Angkor. Southeast Asia is invaluable to anyone interested in the full history of the region.
A concise introduction to the languages of mainland Southeast Asia that provides a new look at this unique area.
Early Cultures of Mainland Southeast AsiaArt Media Resources Limited
Essays on a wide range of areas and topics in Asian studies for scholars looking to incorporate Asia into their worldview and teaching.
Contributors give contemporary presence to Asian studies through a variety of themes and topics in this multidisciplined and interdisciplinary
volume. In an era of globalization, scholars trained in Western traditions increasingly see the need to add materials and perspectives that
have been lacking in the past. Accessibly written and void of jargon, this work provides an adaptable entrée to Asia for the integration of
topics into courses in the humanities, social sciences, cultural studies, and global studies. Guiding principles, developed at the East-West
Center, include noting uncommon differences, the interplay among Asian societies and traditions, the erosion of authenticity and cultural
tradition as an Asian phenomenon as well as a Western one, and the possibilities Asian concepts offer for conceiving culture outside Asian
contexts. The work ranges from South to Southeast to East Asia. Essays deal with art, aesthetics, popular culture, religion, geopolitical
realities, geography, history, and contemporary times. “This volume truly lies at the intersection of scholarship and teaching. Each essay has
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the potential to help rethink approaches to scholarly issues, and there is a great deal of material for classroom discussion and examples. The
book’s breadth—covering India, China, Korea, the Sea of Malay, Bhutan, and other locations—is impressive.” — Robert André LaFleur, Beloit
College
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