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Twelve-year-old identical twins Jay and Ray have long resented that everyone
treats them as one person, and so they hatch a plot to take advantage of a
clerical error at their new school and pretend they are just one.
The manuscript of Cecilia was submitted to Dr Burney and Mr Crisp during its composition, and
their suggestions were in some cases adopted, as we learn from theDiary. Dr Johnson was not
consulted, but a desire at once to imitate and to please him evidently controlled the work.
Under these circumstances it is naturally less fresh and spontaneous than Evelina, but it is
more mature. The touch is surer and the plot more elaborate. We cannot to-day fully
appreciate the “conflict scene between mother and son,” for which, Miss Burney tells us, the
book was written; but the pictures of eighteenth century affectations are all alive, and the story
is thoroughly absorbing, except, perhaps, in the last book. Miss Burney often took the name of
her characters from her acquaintances, and it seems probable that some of the “types” in
Cecilia are also drawn from real life. The title of Miss Austen's Pride and Prejudice was
borrowed from Cecilia, and some points of resemblance may be traced between the two
novels.
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