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Discourse Of Medicine Dialectics Of
Medical Interviews
This volume covers many of the ways of speaking
that create problems between doctor and patient.
The questions under consideration in the present
book are the following: How is the doctor-patient
interaction structured in a particular culture? What
takes place during the process? What causes
misunderstandings, lack of cooperation and even
total non-compliance? What is the outcome of the
interaction and how does the patient benefit from it?
Finally, and this is the ultimate purpose of this book:
How can the interaction be improved so that an
optimum outcome is assured for the patient with
maximum satisfaction to the physician?
New Frontiers in Socialization
In the last decades of the nineteenth century, two
thousand women physicians formed a significant and
lively scientific community in the United States. Many
were active writers; they participated in the
development of medical record-keeping and
research, and they wrote self-help books, social and
political essays, fiction, and poetry. Out of the Dead
House rediscovers the contributions these women
made to the developing practice of medicine and to a
community of women in science. Susan Wells
combines studies of medical genres, such as the
patient history or the diagnostic conversation, with
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discussions of individual writers. The women she
discusses include Ann Preston, the first woman dean
of a medical college; Hannah Longshore, a
successful practitioner who combined conventional
and homeopathic medicine; Rebecca Crumpler, the
first African American woman physician to publish a
medical book; and Mary Putnam Jacobi, writer of
more than 180 medical articles and several
important books. Wells shows how these women
learned to write, what they wrote, and how these
texts were read. Out of the Dead House also
documents the ways that women doctors influenced
medical discourse during the formation of the
modern profession. They invented forms and
strategies for medical research and writing, including
methods of using survey information, taking patient
histories, and telling case histories. Out of the Dead
House adds a critical episode to the developing story
of women as producers and critics of culture,
including scientific culture.
This handbook provides an analysis of the latest
advances in this exciting field. It assists in
establishing a clear identity that has grown over the
latter part of the century. The contributors provide a
more multidisciplinary perspective drawing from the
fields of organizational behavior, management
studies and communication.
The development of a sociology of medical
knowledge is both assessed and contributed to in
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Medical Talk and Medical Work. Underlying the
analysis is research on the work of haematologists,
which offers a rich resource for understanding the
complexities and contradictions between physical
bodies and social embodiment, medical talk and
technical apparatus. Using but moving beyond this
specific material, Paul Atkinson demonstrates the
strengths and weaknesses of the existing
understanding of medical knowledge. Among the
issues explored are: the place of interaction among
doctors, rather than between doctors and patients, in
defining the construction of medical knowledge; the
ways in which clinical opinion is socially produced
and the nature of the local settings through which
this process occurs; and the relations among
medical knowledge, medical language and the
increasingly technological contexts of contemporary
medical practice.
The Routledge Handbook of Applied Linguistics
serves as an introduction and reference point to key
areas in the field of applied linguistics. The five
sections of the volume encompass a wide range of
topics from a variety of perspectives: applied
linguistics in action language learning, language
education language, culture and identity
perspectives on language in use descriptions of
language for applied linguistics. The forty-seven
chapters connect knowledge about language to
decision-making in the real world. The volume as a
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whole highlights the role of applied linguistics, which
is to make insights drawn from language study
relevant to such decision-making. The chapters are
written by specialists from around the world. Each
one provides an overview of the history of the topic,
the main current issues and possible future
trajectory. Where appropriate, authors discuss the
impact and use of new technology in the area.
Suggestions for further reading are provided with
every chapter. The Routledge Handbook of Applied
Linguistics is an essential purchase for postgraduate
students of applied linguistics. Editorial board:
Ronald Carter, Guy Cook, Diane Larsen-Freeman
and Amy Tsui.
Explores Americans' increasing attraction to
alternative medicine by looking at two alternative
health networks, one "New Age," the other
conservative Christian.
This is the first international and inter-disciplinary
social science Handbook on health and medicine.
Five years in the making, and building on the
insights and advice of an international editorial
board, the book brings together world-class figures
to provide an indispensable, comprehensive
resource book on social science, health and
medicine. Pinpointing the focal issues of research
and debate in one volume, the material is organized
into three sections: social and cultural frameworks of
analysis; the experience of health and illness; and
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health care systems and practices. Each section
consists of specially commissioned chapters
designed to examine the vital conceptual and
methodological practice and policy issues. Readers
recei
A comprehensive collection of classic and contemporary
readings in the sociology of health. The Sociology of
Healthcare will stimulate debate, reflexive practice and critical
thinking in applied sociology and is aimed at the teaching and
learning needs of both lecturers and students.
This volume presents mayor contributions of Applied
Linguistics to the understanding of communications in the
professions. The first two parts of this book deal with the
theoretical and methodological orientations of professional
communication studies, the history and development of
professional communication studies, highlighting the
discursive turn of Applied Linguistic research that goes far
beyond the established paradigm of Language for Specific
Purposes. The third part - the core of this book - presents
research into professional practices from various domains
(e.g. law, healthcare, business and management,
organizations), sites of engagement (as e.g. lawyer-clientconference, doctor-patient interaction) and with respect to
different themes that are generalizable across domains and
sites (as e.g. communicative aspects of action and practice,
of assessment and appraisal). In the final part, professionals
from various domains evaluate the contribution to their work
so far made by Applied Linguistics.
This handbook focuses on the interpersonal aspects of
language in use, exploring key concepts such as face,
im/politeness, identity, or gender, as well as mitigation,
respect/deference, and humour in a variety of settings. The
volume includes theoretical overviews as well as empirical
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studies from experts in a range of disciplines within linguistics
and communication studies and provides a multifaceted
perspective on both theoretical and applied approaches to the
role of language in relational work.
The new edition of this landmark volume emphasizes the
dynamic, interactional, and reflexive dimensions of the
research interview. Contributors highlight the myriad
dimensions of complexity that are emerging as researchers
increasingly frame the interview as a communicative
opportunity as much as a data-gathering format. The book
begins with the history and conceptual transformations of the
interview, which is followed by chapters that discuss the main
components of interview practice. Taken together, the
contributions to The SAGE Handbook of Interview Research:
The Complexity of the Craft encourage readers
simultaneously to learn the frameworks and technologies of
interviewing and to reflect on the epistemological foundations
of the interview craft.
Both the actualities and the metaphorical possibilities of
illness and medicine abound in literature: from the presence
of tuberculosis in Franz Kafka's fiction or childbed fever in
Mary Shelley's Frankenstein to disease in Thomas Mann's
Death in Venice or in Harold Pinter's A Kind of Alaska; from
the stories of Anton Chekhov and of William Carlos Williams,
both doctors, to the poetry of nurses derived from their
contrasting experiences. These are just a few examples of
the cross-pollination between literature and medicine. It is no
surprise, then, that courses in literature and medicine flourish
in undergraduate curricula, medical schools, and continuingeducation programs throughout the United States and
Canada. This volume, in the MLA series Options for
Teaching, presents a variety of approaches to the subject. It
is intended both for literary scholars and for physicians who
teach literature and medicine or who are interested in
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enriching their courses in either discipline by introducing
interdisciplinary dimensions. The thirty-four essays in
Teaching Literature and Medicine describe model courses;
deal with specific texts, authors, and genres; list readings
widely taught in literature and medicine courses; discuss the
value of texts in both medical education and the practice of
medicine; and provide bibliographic resources, including
works in the history of medicine from classical antiquity.
This book examines the interactional practices of nurse
practitioners (NPs) and the delivery of health care in the US.
The author takes a discourse analytic approach, examining
the linguistic resources that NPs employ in their interactions
with patients. These linguistic features are connected to the
concept of professional competency with specific focus on the
enactment of the patient-centered approach. Analytic focus is
placed on how NPs address organizational responsibilities
during medical visits with patients, the form and function of
patient education, the use of indirect speech, and the role that
small talk plays in health care encounters. The book explores
the understudied professional field of nurse practitioners and
examines their linguistic practices with an eye on crossing
disciplinary boundaries, integrating research from linguistics,
discourse analysis and health communication. It will appeal to
those interested in medical discourse analysis and health
communication, as well as applied linguistics scholars.
This collection is dedicated to the diagnostic moment and its
unrivaled influence on encompassment and exclusion in
health care. Diagnosis is seen as both an expression and a
vehicle of biomedical hegemony, yet it is also a necessary
and speculative tool for the identification of and response to
suffering in any healing system. Social scientific studies of
medicalization and the production of medical knowledge have
revealed tremendous controversy within, and factitiousness at
the outer parameters of, diagnosable conditions. Yet the
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ethnographically rich and theoretically complex history of
such studies has not yet congealed into a coherent structural
critique of the process and broader implications of diagnosis.
This volume meets that challenge, directing attention to three
distinctive realms of diagnostic conflict: in the role of
diagnosis to grant access to care, in processes of
medicalization and resistance, and in the transforming and
transformative position of diagnosis for 21st-century global
health. Smith-Morris’s framework repositions diagnosis as
central to critical global health inquiry. The collected authors
question specific diagnoses (e.g., Lyme disease, Parkinson's,
andropause, psychosis) as well as the structural and
epistemological factors behind a disease’s naming and
experience.
The Discourse of MedicineDialectics of Medical
InterviewsGreenwood Publishing Group

The ten volumes of "Handbook of Pragmatics
Highlights" focus on the most salient topics in the
field of pragmatics, thus dividing its wide
interdisciplinary spectrum in a transparent and
manageable way. While the other volumes select
specific philosophical, cognitive, grammatical, social,
cultural, variational, or interactional angles, this 8th
volume focuses on theories and phenomena at the
level of discourse, but leaving aside conversational
interaction. It provides the reader with pragmaticsoriented information on discourse analysis, critical
discourse analysis and critical linguistics, as well as
text linguistics and appraisal theory, while
introducing other specific approaches to discourse
through concepts such as polyphony, intertextuality,
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genre, and "enonciation." Furthermore, topics such
as public discourse, narrative, figures of speech,
cohesion and coherence, pragmatic markers,
manipulation, and humor, are all dealt with in
separate chapters. The binding idea, explained in
the introduction, is that discursive pragmatics may
serve as a platform for a diversity of perspectives on
discourse, as they have emerged not only in the
language sciences but also in the humanities and
social sciences in general."
The second edition of the highly successful
Handbook ofDiscourse Analysis has been expanded
and thoroughly updated toreflect the very latest
research to have developed since theoriginal
publication, including new theoretical paradigms and
discourse-analytic models, in an authoritative twovolumeset. Twenty new chapters highlight emerging
trends and the latestareas of research Contributions
reflect the range, depth, and richness of
currentresearch in the field Chapters are written by
internationally-recognized leaders intheir respective
fields, constituting a Who’s Who ofDiscourse
Analysis A vital resource for scholars and students in
discourse studiesas well as for researchers in
related fields who seek authoritativeoverviews of
discourse analytic issues, theories, and methods
Explores different aspects of interviews on race from
a discourse analysis perspective.
During the 1990s, unprecedented numbers of
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Americans turned to complementary and alternative
medicine (CAM), an umbrella term encompassing
health practices such as chiropractic, energy
healing, herbal medicine, homeopathy, meditation,
naturopathy, and traditional Chinese medicine. By
1997, nearly half the US population was seeking
CAM in one form or another, spending at least $27
billion out-of-pocket annually on related products and
services. As CAM rose in popularity over the
decade, so did mainstream medicine's interest in
understanding whether those practices actually
worked, and how. Medical researchers devoted
considerable effort to testing CAM interventions in
clinical trials, and medical educators scrambled to
assist physicians in advising patients about CAM. In
Bounding Biomedicine, Colleen Derkatch examines
how the rhetorical discourse around the published
research on this issue allowed the medical
profession to maintain its position of privilege and
prestige throughout this process, even as its place at
the top of the healthcare hierarchy appeared to be
weakening. Her research focuses on the groundbreaking and somewhat controversial CAM-themed
issues of The Journal of the American Medical
Association and its nine specialized Archives
journals from 1998, demonstrating how these texts
performed rhetorical boundary work for the medical
profession. As Derkatch reveals, the question of how
to test healthcare practices that don't fit easily (or at
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all) within mainstream Western medical frameworks
sweeps us into the realm of medical knowledgemaking--the research teams, clinical trials, and
medical journals that determine which treatments are
safe and effective--and also out into the world where
doctors meet patients, illnesses find treatment, and
values, practices, policies, and priorities intersect.
Through Bounding Biomedicine, Derkatch shows
exactly how narratives of medicine's entanglements
with competing models of healthcare shape not only
the historical episodes they narrate but also the very
fabric of medical knowledge itself and how the
medical profession is made and remade through its
own discursive activity.
Explores problems in health and health care that
resist conventional medical solutions. This book
analyzes the reciprocal persuasions in the
physician/patient relationship. It offers critical
analysis for scholarly, professional, and lay
audiences.
In today’s globalized world of international contact
and multicultural interaction, effective intercultural
communication is increasingly seen as a prerequisite for social harmony and organisational
success. This handbook takes a ?problem-solving?
approach to the various issues that arise in real-life
intercultural interaction. The editors have brought
together experts from a range of disciplines,
including linguistics, psychology and anthropology,
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to provide a multidisciplinary perspective on the field,
whilst simultaneously anchoring it in Applied
Linguistics. Key features: provides a state-of-the-art
description of different areas in the context of
intercultural communication presents a critical
appraisal of the relevance of the field offers solutions
of everyday language-related problems international
handbook with contributions from renown experts in
the field
First published in 1994. Routledge is an imprint of
Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
English Language and the Medical Profession:
Instructing and Assessing the Communication Skills
of International Physicians is designed for a new
context for English language teaching: the emerging,
worldwide interest in English for medicine. The book
offers a program for an English language curriculum
that is specifically designed for the important and
growing group of international medical professionals,
with a focus on both instruction and assessment.
International physicians in the United States now
total more than 25 per cent of the physician
workforce. Even subsequent to their passage of the
clinical skills exam required for licensing and practice
as physicians in U.S. hospitals, international
physicians face communication challenges as firstyear residents and may be referred to specialists for
language and cultural issues. Advanced residents
may face additional issues when they begin work as
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independent practitioners. This volume goes beyond
existing texts in collecting the expertise of English
language teaching and testing experts, medical
residency supervisors, medical licensing, and
exchange agencies in examining issues related to
international physicians' performance as graduate
students and doctors in hospitals and other settings.
The contributors include specialists at the
Educational Commission for Foreign Medical
Graduates and doctors who supervise international
medical residents as well as recognized ESP
practitioners.
This handbook summarizes the research on
communicative processes as they relate to health and
health care, and provides directions for future research.
For scholars & professionals in health communication,
public health, psychology, & related areas.
Although the use of new health technologies in
healthcare and medicine is generally seen as beneficial,
there has been little analysis of the impact of such
technologies on people’s lives and understandings of
health and illness. This ground-breaking book explores
how new technologies not only provide hope for cure and
well-being, but also introduce new ethical dilemmas and
raise questions about the 'natural' body. Focusing on the
ways new health technologies intervene into our lives
and affect our ideas about normalcy, the body and
identity, Medical Technologies and the Life World
explores: how new health technologies are understood
by lay people and patients how the outcomes of these
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technologies are communicated in various clinical
settings how these technologies can alter our notions of
health and illness and create ‘new illness’. Written by
authors with differing backgrounds in phenomenology,
social psychology, social anthropology, communication
studies and the nursing sciences, this sensational text is
essential reading for students and academics of medical
sociology, health and allied studies, and anyone with an
interest in new health technologies.
Building on the global success of the First Edition of
Qualitative Research: Theory, Method and Practice, the
new edition has been thoroughly updated and revised. It
succeeds in providing a comprehensive yet accessible
guide to a variety of methodological approaches to
qualitative research. Edited by David Silverman, the
book brings together a team of internationally-renowned
researchers to discuss the theory and practice of
qualitative research. In each chapter, the contributors
broaden our conception of qualitative research by
drawing upon particular examples of data-analysis to
advance their analytical arguments.
The first edition of ELL (1993, Ron Asher, Editor) was
hailed as "the field's standard reference work for a
generation". Now the all-new second edition matches
ELL's comprehensiveness and high quality, expanded
for a new generation, while being the first encyclopedia
to really exploit the multimedia potential of linguistics. *
The most authoritative, up-to-date, comprehensive, and
international reference source in its field * An entirely
new work, with new editors, new authors, new topics and
newly commissioned articles with a handful of classic
Page 14/22

Where To Download Discourse Of Medicine
Dialectics Of Medical Interviews
articles * The first Encyclopedia to exploit the multimedia
potential of linguistics through the online edition * Groundbreaking and International in scope and approach *
Alphabetically arranged with extensive cross-referencing
* Available in print and online, priced separately. The
online version will include updates as subjects develop
ELL2 includes: * c. 7,500,000 words * c. 11,000 pages *
c. 3,000 articles * c. 1,500 figures: 130 halftones and 150
colour * Supplementary audio, video and text files online
* c. 3,500 glossary definitions * c. 39,000 references *
Extensive list of commonly used abbreviations * List of
languages of the world (including information on no. of
speakers, language family, etc.) * Approximately 700
biographical entries (now includes contemporary
linguists) * 200 language maps in print and online Also
available online via ScienceDirect – featuring extensive
browsing, searching, and internal cross-referencing
between articles in the work, plus dynamic linking to
journal articles and abstract databases, making
navigation flexible and easy. For more information,
pricing options and availability visit
www.info.sciencedirect.com. The first Encyclopedia to
exploit the multimedia potential of linguistics Groundbreaking in scope - wider than any predecessor An
invaluable resource for researchers, academics,
students and professionals in the fields of: linguistics,
anthropology, education, psychology, language
acquisition, language pathology, cognitive science,
sociology, the law, the media, medicine & computer
science. The most authoritative, up-to-date,
comprehensive, and international reference source in its
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field
JCT was the most important journal of curriculum studies
during the field's paradigm shift in the 1970s. Its editors
sponsored a yearly conference, which also supported the
intellectual breakthrough that was the
reconceptualization of American curriculum studies. This
collection brings together the best of JCT articles, plus
key documentary material of importance to scholars and
students alike. Undergraduate and graduate students in
curriculum, instruction, and foundations would find this
book useful and insightful.
This is the first full-length monograph devoted to the
study of the talk between physicians and patients in a
medical interview. Methods are developed to describe,
analyze and interpret the discourse. Additionally, a
ctitique and review of previous research in this area is
included. In the course of the work, a critique of more
traditional methods, studies, and interpretations of
medical interviews is presented.
This book explores the ways in which Eastern and
Western medical knowledge inform each other in the
treatment of people in Asia across a wide range of health
issues. To do so, it brings together health communication
scholars from diverse disciplines both in Hong Kong and
worldwide and combines their observations and
expertise with those of clinicians working in healthcare in
Asia to provide a topical portrait of the expanding
horizons of healthcare in Asia. Social scientists and
clinicians discuss their research and clinical practice
respectively using a range of analytic approaches that
include traditional qualitative and quantitative
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methodologies, as well as cutting-edge computer
diagnostics that digitally visualize health interactions
across time. The book presents an innovative and
interdisciplinary investigation of Eastern and Western
perspectives on healthcare in Asia. It covers topics
concerned with a range of mental and physical problems
that are currently confronting Asia. Importantly, the views
and experiences of front line clinicians delivering patient
care in Asia are also included. Accordingly, the book
offers varied and innovative perspectives on health
communication issues in China, Singapore, Bangladesh
and Australia.
For more than a century, the American medical
profession insisted that doctors be rigorously trained in
medical science and dedicated to professional ethics.
Patients revered their doctors as representatives of a
sacred vocation. Do we still trust doctors with the same
conviction? In Trusting Doctors, Jonathan Imber
attributes the development of patients' faith in doctors to
the inspiration and influence of Protestant and Catholic
clergymen during the nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. He explains that as the influence of clergymen
waned, and as reliance on medical technology
increased, patients' trust in doctors steadily declined.
Trusting Doctors discusses the emphasis that Protestant
clergymen placed on the physician's vocation; the focus
that Catholic moralists put on specific dilemmas faced in
daily medical practice; and the loss of unchallenged
authority experienced by doctors after World War II,
when practitioners became valued for their technical
competence rather than their personal integrity. Imber
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shows how the clergy gradually lost their impact in
defining the physician's moral character, and how vocal
critics of medicine contributed to a decline in patient
confidence. The author argues that as modern medicine
becomes defined by specialization, rapid medical
advance, profit-driven industry, and ever more anxious
patients, the future for a renewed trust in doctors will be
confronted by even greater challenges. Trusting Doctors
provides valuable insights into the religious
underpinnings of the doctor-patient relationship and
raises critical questions about the ultimate place of the
medical profession in American life and culture.
This guide to the conceptual and practical issues
associated with identifying and assessing battered
women in mental health services challenges traditional
mental health approaches to domestic violence. The
author offers alternative strategies and procedures to
improve the response to battered women, drawing on
research from mental health assessment, his own
surveys of battered women's services and the expertise
of battered women advocates. Topics covered include:
how to establish a supportive environment that enhances
disclosure of woman battering; procedures to avoid
misdiagnosis; assessing women of different racial
background; and assessing men who batter.
This volume is the first to address multilingual healthcare
communication around the globe and focuses on
institutional, social and linguistic challenges and
resources of the healthcare industry. It comprises studies
from Canada, Australia, South Africa, Greenland, Italy,
Germany, Switzerland and Belgium, and aims to
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introduce new paths of communicative and
methodological agendas, casting a critical view on
current linguistic practices in healthcare, nursing and
medical interactions. With increased personal mobility in
a global society, the need for multilingual staff is on the
rise in medical institutions and healthcare organisations,
and communicative competencies and practices
involving different languages pose challenges for
medical doctors, healthcare staff and patients alike.
Many studies have highlighted the crucial role played by
interpreters and interpreting staff, but the diversity of
language situations in different countries requires very
different approaches and solutions. Additionally, it may
not be possible to develop a single agenda of language
services for different medical areas with different needs
for counselling, with various forms of treatment that
require explanation and the patient‘s informed consent
and with varying approaches to the relationship between
medical professionals and patients. How to best organise
medical (digital) language services in countries as
different as South Africa, Greenland, Germany, Belgium
and Australia calls for a diversity of possible solutions.
The current volume makes a variety of such solutions
and practices available for medical staff and healthcare
institutions faced with international patients and working
with international medical staff. It makes the challenges
palpable on an international scale in a way that
comparisons may be drawn between different solutions
as well as their socio-cultural and institutional
implications. This volume is intended for policy makers,
medical and healthcare practitioners, institutions,
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interpreters, teachers and students in professional
multilingual healthcare.
Social scientific studies of medicine typically assume that
systems of medical knowledge are uniform and
consistent. But while anthropologists have long rejected
the notion that cultures are discrete, bounded, and ruledrive entities, medical anthropology has been slower to
develop alternative approaches to understanding
cultures of health. This provocative volume considers the
theoretical, methodological, and ethnographic
implications of the fact that medical knowledge is
frequently dynamic, incoherent, and contradictory, and
that and our understanding of it is necessarily incomplete
and partial. In diverse settings from indigenous cultures
to Western medical industries, contributors consider
such issues as how to define the boundaries of
“medical” knowledge versus other kinds of knowledge;
how to understand overlapping and shifting medical
discourses; the medical profession’s need for
anthropologists to produce “explanatory models”; the
limits of the Western scientific method and the potential
for methodological pluralism; constraints on fieldwork
including violence and structural factors limiting access;
and the subjectivity and interests of the researcher. On
Knowing and Not Knowing in the Anthropology of
Medicine will stimulate innovative thinking and productive
debate for practitioners, researchers, and students in the
social science of health and medicine.
Contemporary Theorists for Medical Sociology explores
the work of key social theorists and the application of
their ideas to issues around health and illness.
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Encouraging students and researchers to use
mainstream sociological thought to inform and deepen
their knowledge and understanding of the many arenas
of health and healthcare, this text discusses and critically
reviews the work of several influential contemporary
thinkers, including – Foucault, Bauman, Habermas,
Luhmann, Bourdieu, Merleau-Ponty, Wallerstein, Archer,
Deleuze, Guattari, and Castells. Each chapter includes a
critical introduction to the central theses of a major social
theorist, ways in which their ideas might inform medical
sociology and some worked examples of how their ideas
can be applied. Containing contributions from
established scholars, rising stars and innovative
practitioners, this book is a valuable read for those
studying and researching the sociology of health and
illness.
The Routledge Handbook of Discourse Analysis covers
the major approaches to discourse analysis from Critical
Discourse Analysis to Multimodal Discourse Analysis
and their applications in key educational and institutional
settings. Divided into six sections: Approaches to DA,
Approaches to Spoken Discourse, Genres and Practices,
Educational Applications, Institutional Applications, and
Identity, Culture and Discourse
American Medicine: The Quest for Competence, the first
book to explore in depth the meaning and politics of
competence in modern American medicine, examines
questions that lie at the heart of the contemporary
debate about medical care. Based on Mary-Jo
DelVecchio Good's recent ethnographic studies of three
distinct medical communities - physicians in rural
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California, academics and students involved in Harvard
Medical School's innovative "New Pathway" curriculum,
and oncologists working on breast cancer treatment - the
book demonstrates the centrality of the issue of
competence throughout the medical world. The theme of
competence, Good shows, provides common ground for
discussing the power struggles between rural general
practitioners and specialists, organizational changes
within the halls of academia, and the clinical narratives of
high-technology oncologists.
The focus of this volume is on medical discourse, a
domain of language which deserves closer scrutiny by
academics as well as practitioners, due to its increasing
relevance and pervasiveness in modern society. Despite
the wealth of publications dealing with specialized or
academic discourse and its rhetoric, few of these are
devoted specifically to medical discourse. This book
seeks to redress the balance by bringing together a
number of studies that bear witness to the widespread
interest in medical texts shown by linguists and
professional communities around the world. The volume
is divided into two main parts: the first targets medical
discourse in its spoken dimension, while the second
contains various analyses of written texts. The
theoretical perspectives and individual case studies
presented here reflect the wide range of methodological
approaches and theoretical issues that characterise
current research in the field.
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