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A free ebook version of this title is available through Luminos, University of California Press’s new open access
publishing program for monographs. Visit www.luminosoa.org to learn more. With Mexico’s War on Crime as the
backdrop, Making Things Stick offers an innovative analysis of how surveillance technologies impact governance in the
global society. More than just tools to monitor ordinary people, surveillance technologies are imagined by government
officials as a way to reform the national state by focusing on the material things—cellular phones, automobiles, human
bodies—that can enable crime. In describing the challenges that the Mexican government has encountered in
implementing this novel approach to social control, Keith Guzik presents surveillance technologies as a sign of state
weakness rather than strength and as an opportunity for civic engagement rather than retreat.
This brief fills a gap in the studies of organized crime in Mexico (Kan 2012, Ríos 2011, Dell 2011) by documenting and
mapping the post-2008 assassination of Mexican border police chiefs. It traces out a “systematic” of law-enforcement
assassination in Northern Tier Mexico, showing how the selective, often sequential, hits by cartels on chiefs in border
towns and along key drug-trafficking corridors has proven an effective strategy by organized crime elements to serve
several goals: (1) to retaliate for federal, state and local prosecution, (2) to try and neutralize police chiefs, (3) to achieve
intermittent local governance and/or to seed corrupt police chiefs at the municipal level, and, (4) to reduce local
governmental capacity to obtain greater freedom for movement of goods. It is argued that the tactical advantage of
organized crime elements gives them relatively easy physical access to law enforcement targets and thus is thus one
prime element facilitating the use of assassination as a strategy. U.S. and Mexican legal, political and judicial institutions
have not been able to adequately restrict opportunity for law-enforcement assassinations. The inability to reduce access
to weapons and officials, to increase security for police personnel, to reduce corruption and punish offenders sets the
stage for the assassination of local law enforcement. Yet, it is the goals of organized crime elements (to clear drugsmuggling routes and to try and gain more pliant governance at the municipal level) that ultimately motivate such killings.
Ciudad Juárez has recently become infamous for its murder rate, which topped 3,000 in 2010 as competing drug cartels grew
increasingly violent and the military responded with violence as well. Despite the atmosphere of intimidation by troops, police, and
organized criminals, women have led the way in civil society activism, spurring the Juárez Resistance and forging powerful
alliances with anti-militarization activists. An in-depth examination of la Resistencia Juarense, Courage, Resistance, and Women
in Ciudad Juárez draws on ethnographic research to analyze the resistance's focus on violence against women, as well as its
clash with the war against drugs championed by Mexican President Felipe Calderón with the support of the United States.
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Through grounded insights, the authors trace the transformation of hidden discourses into public discourses that openly challenge
the militarized border regimes. The authors also explore the advocacy carried on by social media, faith-based organizations, and
peace-and-justice activist Javier Sicilia while Calderón faced U.S. political schisms over the role of border trade in this global
manufacturing site. Bringing to light on-the-ground strategies as well as current theories from the fields of sociology, political
anthropology, and human rights, this illuminating study is particularly significant because of its emphasis on the role of women in
local and transnational attempts to extinguish a hot zone. As they overcome intimidation to become game-changing activists, the
figures featured in Courage, Resistance, and Women in Ciudad Juárez offer the possibility of peace and justice in the wake of
seemingly irreconcilable conflict.
This volume focuses on the specific relationship between the institutional impunity, lack of public safety and public space in failing
to prevent organized sexual murder. The murder of women on the U.S.-Mexican border is a complex phenomenon with multiple
geographic, economic, political, sociological, and psychological causes.
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The urgent need to professionalize Mexican police has been recognized since the early 1990s, but despite even the most well-intentioned
promises from elected officials and police chiefs, few gains have been made in improving police integrity. Why have reform efforts in Mexico
been largely unsuccessful? This book seeks to answer the question by focusing on Mexico's municipal police, which make up the largest
percentage of the country's police forces. Indeed, organized crime presents a major obstacle to institutional change, with criminal groups
killing hundreds of local police in recent years. Nonetheless, Daniel Sabet argues that the problems of Mexican policing are really problems of
governance. He finds that reform has suffered from a number of policy design and implementation challenges. More importantly, the informal
rules of Mexican politics have prevented the continuity of reform efforts across administrations, allowed patronage appointments to persist,
and undermined anti-corruption efforts. Although many advances have been made in Mexican policing, weak horizontal and vertical
accountability mechanisms have failed to create sufficient incentives for institutional change. Citizens may represent the best hope for
counterbalancing the toxic effects of organized crime and poor governance, but the ambivalent relationship between citizens and their police
must be overcome to break the vicious cycle of corruption and ineffectiveness.
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