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This comprehensive analysis traces Sam Shepard's career from his experimental one-act
plays of the 1960s to the 1994 play Simpatico. Curse of the Starving Class, Buried Child, True
West, Fool for Love and A Lie of the Mind are all examined in depth. Concentrating on his
playwriting, this book charts Shepard's various developments and shifts of direction, and the
changing contexts in which his work appeared. Engaging, informative, and insightful, The
Theatre of Sam Shepard is the definitive source on the works of this innovative and original
writer.
Examines the major paradigms that have influenced modern English-speaking theater
Aeschylus, Sophocles and Euripides all used the character Electra to reveal the social
structure of ancient Greece. Shakespeare exploited elements of the Electra myth in Hamlet,
and modern playwrights such as Wilde, O'Neill and Sarte have revitalized the story to dissect
modern society. The Electra myth is periodically used by literary thinkers to question the maledominated society, reexamining the established political and psychological separation of men
and women.
New edition of Modern American Drama completes the survey and comes up to 2000.

Volume Four of the distinguished American Theatre: A Chronicle of Comedy and
Drama series offers a thorough, candid, and fascinating look at the theater in
New York during the last decades of the twentieth century.
The setting is a farmhouse in the American West, inhabited by a family who has
enough to eat but not enough to satisfy the other hungers that bedevil them. The
father is a drunk; the mother a frowzy slattern; the daughter precocious beyond
her years; and the son a deranged idealist. As the family decides to sell the
house to raise money, the mother talks of running off to Europe or Mexico; the
father sobers up and tries to take control; the daughter is blown up in the family
car; and the son is left brutalized and bloodied. In the end the characters become
a metaphor for the underside of American life—benighted innocents pursuing a
dream that remains beyond their reach.
This study explores how masculinity is presented in the works of such leading
male playwrights as Sam Shepard, Arthur Miller, Eugene O'Neill, David Mamet
and August Wilson.
Offers over 50 audition speeches celebrating the outstanding English, American
and Continental dramatists of this century. The work of Amouilh, Arden, Baldwin,
Barnes, Beckett, Behan, De Filippo, Gorky, Lorca, Mamet, Miller, Pirandello,
Sartre and Wedekind is represented in monologues for men.
A Study Guide for Sam Shepard's "Curse of the Starving Class"Gale, Cengage Learning
Analyse: Personnages: 2 femmes, 7 hommes.
This extensive insight into Sam Shepard's 'Family Trilogy', written by freelance theatre director
Ed Madden, provides context for 'The Curse of the Starving Class', 'Buried Child' and 'True
West'.
An online study guide to three of Sam Shepard's plays: The curse of the starving class; Buried
child; and, True west.

A Study Guide for Sam Shepard's "Curse of the Starving Class," excerpted from Gale's
acclaimed Drama For Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary;
character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions
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for further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Drama For Students
for all of your research needs.
Brilliant, prolific, uniquely American, Pulitzer prizewinning playwright Sam Separd is a
major voice in contemporary theatre. And here are seven of his very best. "One of the
most original, prolific and gifted dramatists at work today."—The New Yorker "The
greatest American playwright of his generation...the most inventive in language and
revolutionary in craft, [he] is the writer whose work most accurately maps the interior
and exterior landscapes of his society."—New York Magazine "If plays were put in time
capsules, future generations would get a sharp-toothed profile of life in the U.S. in the
past decade and a half from the works of Sam Shepard."—Time "Sam Shepard is the
most exciting presence in the movie world and one of the most gifted writers ever to
work on the American stage."—Marsha Norman, Pulitzer prizewinning author of ‘Night,
Mother. "One of our best and most challenging playwrights...his plays are a form of
exorcism: magical, sometimes surreal rituals that grapple with the demonic forces in the
American landscape."—Newsweek "His plays are stunning in thier originality, defiant and
inscrutable."—Esquire "Sam Shepard is phenomenal..the best practicing American
playwright."—The New Republic
Reviews, news articles, interviews and essays capturing 100 years of art, architecture,
literature, music, dance, theater, film and television.
THE STORY: The setting is a farmhouse in the American West, inhabited by a family
who has enough to eat but not enough to satisfy the other hungers that bedevil them.
The father is a drunk; the mother a frowzy slattern; the daughter precocious beyo

Few American playwrights have exerted as much influence on the contemporary
stage as Sam Shepard. His plays are performed on and off Broadway and in all
the major regional American theatres. They are also widely performed and
studied in Europe, particularly in Britain, Germany and France, finding both a
popular and scholarly audience. In this collection of seventeen original essays,
American and European authors from different professional and academic
backgrounds explore the various aspects of Shepard's career - his plays, poetry,
music, fiction, acting, directing and film work. The volume covers the major plays,
including Curse of the Starving Class, Buried Child, and True West, as well as
other lesser known but vitally important works. A thorough chronology of
Shepard's life and career, together with biographical chapters, a note from the
legendary Joseph Chaikin, and an interview with the playwright, give a
fascinating first-hand account of an exuberant and experimental personality.
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