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In this first full-length study of Emecheta's fiction, Fishburn highlights the difficulties inherent in reading across cultures.
She challenges the notion that all we need to understand African texts is a willingness to be open to them, arguing that
too many of the cultural and critical preconceptions we bring to these texts interfere with our ability to understand them.
Directly responding to Western feminist criticism written about Emecheta, this study argues that Emecheta herself is not
a feminist in the Western sense and that her novels should not be construed as reflecting this political interest. In close
readings of eight of her best known works, this study reveals a complex narrative voice which is far more supportive of
Emecheta's own African culture and its tradition than has been recognized previously.
This collection offers a new and compelling vision of the place of angels in medieval and early modern Europe. Through
literal and figurative conversations with angels, humans acquired or imagined new forms of knowledge and new
understandings of the relationship between God and man and of the arrangement of the natural world. By looking at
these conversations, the authors, from many disciplines, recover lost perspectives on the social and cultural histories of
theology, magic, natural philosophy, music and literature in medieval and early modern Europe. The essays explore
points of convergence among the disciplines and between medieval and Renaissance theology, natural philosophy,
politics and imaginative culture. They restore to angels some of the intellectual vitality and cultural substance that recent
centuries have taken away, and bring angels closer to humans
In the nineteenth century the United States was ablaze with activism and reform: people of all races, creeds, classes, and
genders engaged with diverse intellectual, social, and civic issues. This cutting-edge, revelatory book focuses on rhetoric
that is overtly political and oriented to social reform. It not only contributes to our historical understanding of the period by
covering a wide array of contexts--from letters, preaching, and speeches to labor organizing, protests, journalism, and
theater by white and Black women, Indigenous people, and Chinese immigrants--but also relates conflicts over
imperialism, colonialism, women's rights, temperance, and slavery to today's struggles over racial justice, sexual
freedom, access to multimodal knowledge, and the unjust effects of sociopolitical hierarchies. The editors' introduction
traces recent scholarship on activist rhetorics and the turn in rhetorical theory toward the work of marginalized voices
calling for radical social change.
James Weldon Johnson’s Modern Soundscapes provides an evocative and meticulously researched study of one of the
best known and yet least understood authors of the New Negro Renaissance era. Johnson, familiar to many as an early
civil rights leader active in the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People and an intentionally
controversial writer on the subject of the significance of race in America, was one of the most prolific, wide-ranging, and
yet elusive authors of twentieth-century African American literature. Johnson realized early in his writing career that he
could draw attention to the struggles of African Americans by using unconventional literary methods such as the
incorporation of sound into his texts. In this groundbreaking work, literary critic Noelle Morrissette examines how his
literary representation of the extremes of sonic experience—functioning as either cultural violence or creative force—draws
attention to the mutual contingencies and the interdependence of American and African American cultures. Moreover,
Morrissette argues, Johnson represented these “American sounds” as a source of multiplicity and diversity, often
developing a framework for the interracial transfer of sound. The lyricist and civil rights leader used sound as a formal
aesthetic practice in and between his works, presenting it as an unbounded cultural practice that is as much an interracial
as it is a racially distinct cultural history. Drawing on archival materials such as early manuscript notes and drafts of
Johnson’s unpublished and published work, Morrissette explores the author’s complex aesthetic of sound, based on
black expressive culture and cosmopolitan interracial experiences. This aesthetic evolved over the course of his writing
life, beginning with his early Broadway musical comedy smash hits and the composition of Autobiography of an ExColored Man (1912), and developing through his “real” autobiography, Along This Way (1933). The result is an
innovative new interpretation of the works of one of the early twentieth century’s most important and controversial writers
and civil rights leaders.
This book introduces central assumptions that govern postmodern and feminist theory, offering educators a language to
create new ways of conceiving pedagogy and its relationship to social, cultural, and intellectual life. It challenges some of
the major categories and practices that have dominated educational theory and practice in the United States and in other
countries since the beginning of the twentieth century. Rejecting the apolitical nature of some postmodern discourses and
the separatism characteristic of some versions of cultural feminism, the contributors take a political stand rooted in
concern with cultural and social justice. In so doing, these essays represent a linguistic shift regarding how we think
about ethics, foundationalism, difference, and culture. The selections present a concern with developing a language that
is critical of master narratives, racism, sexism, and those technologies of power in schools that subjugate, infantilize, and
oppress students. The authors also develop a language of possibility that focuses on analyzing how power can be linked
productively to knowledge, how teachers can construct classroom social relations based on notions of equity and justice,
how critical pedagogy can contribute to an identity politics that is grounded in democratic relations, and how teachers can
develop analyses that enable students to become self-reflective actors as they transform themselves and the conditions
of their social existence.
Examining the figure of Aesop and the traditions surrounding him, Aesopic Conversations offers a portrait of what Greek
popular culture might have looked like in the ancient world. What has survived from the literary record of antiquity is
almost entirely the product of an elite of birth, wealth, and education, limiting our access to a fuller range of voices from
the ancient past. This book, however, explores the anonymous Life of Aesop and offers a different set of perspectives.
Leslie Kurke argues that the traditions surrounding this strange text, when read with and against the works of Greek high
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culture, allow us to reconstruct an ongoing conversation of "great" and "little" traditions spanning centuries. Evidence
going back to the fifth century BCE suggests that Aesop participated in the practices of nonphilosophical wisdom (sophia)
while challenging it from below, and Kurke traces Aesop's double relation to this wisdom tradition. She also looks at the
hidden influence of Aesop in early Greek mimetic or narrative prose writings, focusing particularly on the Socratic
dialogues of Plato and the Histories of Herodotus. Challenging conventional accounts of the invention of Greek prose and
recognizing the problematic sociopolitics of humble prose fable, Kurke provides a new approach to the beginnings of
prose narrative and what would ultimately become the novel. Delving into Aesop, his adventures, and his crafting of
fables, Aesopic Conversations shows how this low, noncanonical figure was--unexpectedly--central to the construction of
ancient Greek literature. Some images inside the book are unavailable due to digital copyright restrictions.
Changing Conversationsdefines the crucial role of cultural studies in the articulation and practice of religious studies
disciplines. A decisive turn in the development of religious reflection, this volume seeks to redefine disciplinary selfunderstanding, and to promote religion as an integral component of cultural studies. Emphasizing a commitment to the
marginalized perspectives--i.e. those communities lacking the resources to determine a new vision of society and so
struggle to carve out their own space which more clearly embodies their own idiom, Changing Conversationspresents
insightful, authoritative contributions which show how religion is both embedded in and expressive of concrete social
relationships and local realities. Featuring detailed cultural and political analyses, flavored with historical and feminist
theory, Changing Conversationswill inform every reader seeking to explore theology as a vital component of cultural
studies.
• An annotated bibliography of key works • A standard bibliography
The female gaze is used by writers and readers to examine narratives from a perspective that sees women as subjects instead of
objects, and the application of a female gaze to male-dominated discourses can open new avenues of interpretation. This book
explores how female manga artists have encouraged the female gaze within their work and how female readers have challenged
the male gaze pervasive in many forms of popular media. Each of the chapters offers a close reading of influential manga and
fancomics to illustrate the female gaze as a mode of resistant reading and creative empowerment. By employing a female gaze,
professional and amateur creators are able to shape and interpret texts in a manner that emphasizes the role of female characters
while challenging and reconfiguring gendered themes and issues.
These arethe proceedingsof the Fourth InternationalWorkshopon Cooperative Information Agents, held in Boston Massachusetts,
USA, July 7-9, 2000. Cooperative information agent research and development focused originally
onaccessingmultiple,heterogeneous,anddistributedinformationsources. Gaingaccesstothesesystems,throughInternetsearchengines,applicationprogram interfaces, wrappers, and web-based screens has
been an important focus of - operative intelligent agents. Research has also focused on the integration of this information into a
coherent model that combined data and knowledge from the multiple sources. Finally, this information is disseminated to a wide
audience, giving rise to issues such as data quality, information pedigree, source reliability, information security, personal privacy,
and information value. Research in - operative information agents has expanded to include agent negotiation, agent communities,
agent mobility, as well as agent collaboration for information d- covery in constrained environments.
TheinterdisciplinaryCIAworkshopseriesencompassesa widevarietyoft- ics dealing with cooperative information agents. All
workshop proceedings have been published by Springer as Lecture Notes in Arti?cial Intelligence, Volumes 1202 (1997), 1435
(1998), and 1652 (1999), respectively. This year, the theme of the CIA workshop was ”’The Future of Information Agents in
Cyberspace”, a very ?tting topic as the use of agents for information gathering, negotiation, correlation, fusion, and dissemination
becomes ever more prevalent. We noted a marked trend in CIA 2000 towards addressing issues related to communities of agents
that: (1) negotiate for information resources, (2) build robust ontologies to enhance search capabilities, (3) communicate for
planning and problem so- ing, (4) learn and evolve based on their experiences, and (5) assume increasing degrees of autonomy in
the control of complex systems.
Cultures in Conversation introduces readers to the ethnographic study of intercultural and social interactions through the analysis
of conversations in which various cultural orientations are operating. Author Donal Carbaugh presents his original research on
conversation practices in England, Finland, Russia, Blackfeet County, and the United States, demonstrating how each is
distinctive in its communication codes--particularly in its use of symbolic meanings, forms of interaction, norms, and motivational
themes. Examining conversation in this way demonstrates how cultural lives are active in conversations and shows how
conversation is a principal medium for the coding of selves, social relationships, and societies. Representing 20 years of research,
this volume offers unique insights into the ways social interactions not only gain shape from, but also are formative of cultures. It
makes a significant contribution to communication scholarship, and will be illuminating reading in courses focusing on cultural
communication, language and social interaction, intercultural pragmatics, and linguistics.
This book constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 8th International Conference on Social Computing, Behavioral-Cultural
Modeling, and Prediction, SBP 2015, held in Washington, DC, USA, in March/April 2015. The 24 full papers presented together
with 36 poster papers were carefully reviewed and selected from 118 submissions. The goal of the conference was to advance our
understanding of human behavior through the development and application of mathematical, computational, statistical, simulation,
predictive and other models that provide fundamental insights into factors contributing to human socio-cultural dynamics. The
topical areas addressed by the papers are social and behavioral sciences, health sciences, engineering, computer and information
science.
In this companion to his best-selling book, Singleton presents first-person vignettes and a detailed case study showing educators
how to usher in courageous conversations to ignite systemic transformation.
In this exciting new book, Mike Michael uses case studies of mundane technologies such as the walking boot, the car and the TV
remote control to question some of the fundamental dichotomies through which we make sense of the world. Drawing on the
insights of Bruno Latour, Donna Haraway and Michel Serres, the author elaborates an innovative methodology through which new
hybrid objects of study are creatively constructed, tracing the ways in which the cultural, the natural and the technological
interweave in the production of order and disorder. This book critically engages with and draws connections between a wide range
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of literature including those concerned with the environment, consumption and the body.
This book is dedicated to Anna Wierzbicka, one of the most influential and innovative linguists of her generation. Her work spans a
number of disciplines, including anthropology, cultural psychology, cognitive science, philosophy and religious studies, as well as
her home base of linguistics. She is best known for the Natural Semantic Metalanguage (NSM) approach to meaning—a versatile
tool for exploring ‘big questions’ concerning the diversity and universals of people’s experience in the world. In this volume, Anna
Wierzbicka’s former students, old and current colleagues, ‘kindred spirits’ and ‘sparring partners’ engage with her ideas and
diverse body of work. These authors cover topics from the grammar of action verbs to cross-cultural pragmatics, and over 30
languages from around the world are represented. The chapters in Part 1 focus on the NSM approach and cover four themes:
lexico-grammatical semantics, cultural keywords, semantics of nouns, and emotion. In Part 2, the contributors connect with a
meaning-based approach from their own intellectual perspectives, including syntax, anthropology, cognitive linguistics and
sociolinguistics. The deep humanistic perspective, wide-ranging themes and interdisciplinary nature of Wierzbicka’s research are
reflected in the contributions. The common thread running through all chapters is the primacy of meaning to the understanding of
language and culture.
Since its origins in 1967, the Smithsonian Folklife Festival has gained worldwide recognition as a model for the research and
public presentation of living cultural heritage and the advocacy of cultural democracy. Festival curators play a major role in
interpreting the Festival's principles and shaping its practices. Curatorial Conversations brings together for the first time in one
volume the combined expertise of the Festival's curatorial staff--past and present--in examining the Center for Folklife and Cultural
Heritage's representation practices and their critical implications for issues of intangible cultural heritage policy, competing
globalisms, cultural tourism, sustainable development and environment, and cultural pluralism and identity. In the volume, edited
by the staff curators Olivia Cadaval, Sojin Kim, and Diana Baird N'Diaye, contributors examine how Festival principles,
philosophical underpinnings, and claims have evolved, and address broader debates on cultural representation from their own
experience. This book represents the first concerted project by Smithsonian staff curators to examine systematically the Festival's
institutional values as they have evolved over time and to address broader debates on cultural representation based on their own
experiences at the Festival.
In working to build a sense of nationhood, Ghana has focused on many social engineering projects, the most meaningful and
fascinating of which has been the state's effort to create a national culture through its schools. As Cati Coe reveals in Dilemmas of
Culture in African Schools, this effort has created an unusual paradox: while Ghana encourages its educators to teach about local
cultural traditions, those traditions are transformed as they are taught in school classrooms. The state version of culture now
taught by educators has become objectified and nationalized—vastly different from local traditions. Coe identifies the state's
limitations in teaching cultural knowledge and discusses how Ghanaians negotiate the tensions raised by the competing visions of
modernity that nationalism and Christianity have created. She reveals how cultural curricula affect authority relations in local social
organizations—between teachers and students, between Christians and national elite, and between children and elders—and raises
several questions about educational processes, state-society relations, the production of knowledge, and the making of Ghana's
citizenry.
Writing in Response is a flexible, brief rhetoric that offers a unique focus on the critical practices of experienced readers, analysis
and reflection, the skills at the heart of academic writing. It helps students compose academic essays by showing how active
reading and exploratory writing bring fresh ideas to light and how informal response is developed into polished, documented prose.
Extensively class tested, Writing in Response emphasizes the key techniques common to reading, thinking, and writing throughout
the humanities and social sciences by teaching students the value of a social, incremental, and recursive writing process. The new
edition includes more on working with digital tools, more help for writing, and updated readings.
This book offers a truly interdisciplinary perspective on key socio-cultural aspects of second language learning. Building on Bakhtin
s philosophy of language and the self, it examines the complex intersections among gender, culture, and agency in the everyday
discursive practices of immigrants. Bakhtin s dialogic framework still remains on the periphery of second language acquisition
research. The book embraces not only Bakhtin s well-known notion of "dialogue" but also his core concepts of "responsibility" and
"ethics" in the analysis of immigrants narrative samples. The significance of narratives is underscored throughout the book, and a
dialogic, discourse-centered approach to narrative as a genre is suggested. "Authoring the Dialogical Self " targets a range of
disciplines. Scholars in applied linguistics, narrative studies, cultural psychology, and communication studies will find the
discussed concepts relevant. The rich data samples and detailed analysis make the book appropriate for graduate courses in
TESOL, language and identity, or language and gender."
A group of leading scholars here investigate the varied ways in which the Renaissance incorporated conversation and dialogue
into its literary, political, juridical, religious, and social practices. Across a range of texts and genres, the essays focus on the
importance of conversation to early modern understandings of ethics; on literary history itself as an ongoing authorial conversation;
and on the material and textual technologies that enabled early modern conversations.
These conversations are particularly valuable for their clarification of concepts and terminology central to Vizenor's work."--Book
Jacket.
André Caron and Letizia Caronia look at teenagers' use of text messaging to chat, flirt, and gossip. They find that messaging
among teens has little to do with sending shorthand information quickly. Instead, it is a verbal performance through which young
people create culture. Moving Cultures argues that teenagers have domesticated and reinterpreted this technology.
Argues for the contemporary importance of Thucydides and Plato for both democratic political theory and democratic citizens.
Culture, Communication, and Cooperation treats a broad topic_communication and effectiveness in organizations_in a very
concrete way. Patricia Covarrubias presents an engaging and original ethnographic study of approximately 550 workers in a
Mexican industrial organization in Veracruz. She studies the complex interpersonal networks formed and destroyed by language
subtleties, specifically terms of personal address (to and usted), and draws larger conclusions about language, culture, and social
interaction in businesses and organizations_and also about beliefs and values that are central to Mexican culture. While the book
specifically targets students and scholars of organizational communication, those with an interest in Mexican language and culture
will also want to read Culture, Communication, and Cooperation_now available in paperback.

The two-volume set LNCS 6974 and LNCS 6975 constitutes the refereed proceedings of the Fourth International
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Conference on Affective Computing and Intelligent Interaction, ACII 2011, held in Memphis,TN, USA, in October 2011.
The 135 papers in this two volume set presented together with 3 invited talks were carefully reviewed and selected from
196 submissions. The papers are organized in topical sections on recognition and synthesis of human affect, affectsensitive applications, methodological issues in affective computing, affective and social robotics, affective and
behavioral interfaces, relevant insights from psychology, affective databases, Evaluation and annotation tools.
From high-level business negotiations to casual conversations among friends, every interpersonal interaction is shaped
by cultural norms and expectations. Seldom is this more clearly brought to light than in encounters between people from
different cultural backgrounds, when dissimilar communication practices may lead to frustration and misunderstanding.
This thought-provoking text presents a new framework for understanding the impact of culture on communication and for
helping students build intercultural communication competence. With illustrative examples from around the globe, the
book shows that verbal and nonverbal communication involves much more than transmitting a particular message--it also
reflects each participant's self-image, group identifications and values, and privacy and relational needs. Readers learn to
move effectively and appropriately through a wide range of transcultural situations by combining culture-specific
knowledge with mindful listening and communication skills. Throughout, helpful tables and charts and easy-to-follow
guidelines for putting concepts into practice enhance the book's utility for students.
David Hartman, the world's leading modern Orthodox theologian, presents his own painful spiritual evolution from
defender of the rule-based system of Jewish law to revolutionary proponent of a theology of empowerment, one that
encourages individuals and communities to take greater levels of responsibility for their religious lives.
Democratic politics involves a series of multi-directional conversations. Effective conversations have the potential to
engage, educate, and animate both citizens and governmental officials. On the individual level, discovering successful
conversational strategies benefits both political and social interaction. This book offers guidelines for conducting effective
conversations personally, politically, and beyond such that readers of this book are unlikely to ever again look at
conversation in the same way. New technologies and social trends both challenge and potentially enhance traditional
face-to-face and media dominated conversations. Understanding the state, quality and potential of political conversations
provides a unique perspective for evaluating and potentially improving government "by the people."
In a globalized society, individuals in business, government, and a variety of other fields must frequently communicate
and work with individuals of different cultures and backgrounds. Effectively bridging the culture gap is critical to success
in such scenarios. Cross-Cultural Interaction: Concepts, Methodologies, Tools, and Applications explores contemporary
research and historical perspectives on intercultural competencies and transnational organizations. This three-volume
compilation will present a compendium of knowledge on cultural diversity and the impact this has on modern
interpersonal interactions. Within these pages, a variety of researchers, scholars, professionals, and leaders who interact
regularly with the global society will find useful insight and fresh perspectives on the field of cross-cultural interaction.
Academic Culture: a student's guide to studying at university is a much-needed and immensely practical resource. It
identifies the attitudes, values and expectations shared by people who teach and study in universities, and the ways that
this culture affects student and lecturer behaviour. Designed for students who are entering university for the first time, the
new edition of this widely successful text equips readers with the knowledge and skills to improve their academic
performance. Featuring helpful examples, 'skills practice' activities and 'word lists' in each chapter, Academic Culture
develops student's ability to select and read appropriate resources, express their voice clearly, avoid plagiarism, structure
their arguments, write essays and reports and actively participate in tutorials and seminars. New chapters address writing
a range of electronic texts and planning assignments.
Though it’s given little attention—and even less serious attention— by the mainstream press, metal music has for decades
been a major creative and cultural force around the world. This book brings together a group of contributors from Europe,
North America, and the Caribbean to make a case for metal’s place not merely on the periphery of our culture, but at its
very heart. Contributors attend not merely to the music, but also the accompanying culture, and they offer intriguing
insights into the rise of metal in places where it’s traditionally been little known, like the Middle East and North Africa.
The result is a global portrait of metal that asserts its importance and its ongoing contribution to culture.
Cultural ConversationsThe Presence of the PastBedford/St. Martin's
Mediation is the term James Ruppert uses to describe his important new theory of reading Native American fiction.
Focusing on novels of six major contemporary American writers - N. Scott Momaday, James Welch, Leslie Silko, Gerald
Vizenor, D'Arcy McNickle, and Louise Erdrich - Ruppert analyzes the ways in which these writers draw upon their
bicultural heritage, guiding Native and non-Native readers alike to a different and expanded understanding of each
other's worlds. While Native American writers may criticize white society, revealing its past and present injustices, their
emphasis, Ruppert argues, is on healing, survival, and continuance. Their fiction aims to produce cross-cultural
understanding rather than divisiveness. To that end they articulate the perspectives and values of competing world views.
In particular they create characters who manifest what Ruppert calls "multiple identities" - determined by both Native and
non-Native perceptions of the self. These writers use a variety of narrative techniques deriving from different cultural
traditions. They might incorporate Native oral storytelling techniques, adapting them to written form, or they might
reconstruct Native mythologies, investing them with new meaning and relevance by applying them to contemporary
situations. As novel-writers, they also include features more characteristic of western European writing - such as the
omniscient narrator or the detective-story plot.
This unique new thematic composition reader brings together 6 key texts from the past and multiple contemporary
reverberations to engage students in some of today’s most significant cultural conversations.
Twenty-nine collected essays represent a critical history of Shakespeare's play as text and as theater, beginning with
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Samuel Johnson in 1765, and ending with a review of the Royal Shakespeare Company production in 1991. The criticism
centers on three aspects of the play: the love/friendship debate.
Around the world, curriculum – hard sciences, social sciences and the humanities – has been dominated and legitimated
by prevailing Western Eurocentric Anglophone discourses and practices. Drawing from and within a complex range of
epistemological perspectives from the Middle East, Africa, Southern Europe, and Latin America, this volume presents a
critical analysis of what the author, influenced by the work of Sousa Santos, coins curriculum epistemicides, a form of
Western imperialism used to suppress and eliminate the creation of rival, alternative knowledges in developing countries.
This exertion of power denies an education that allows for diverse epistemologies, disciplines, theories, concepts, and
experiences. The author outlines the struggle for social justice within the field of curriculum, as well as a basis for
introducing an Itinerant Curriculum Theory, highlighting the potential of this new approach for future pedagogical and
political praxis.
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