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Coup Detat A Practical Handbook Edward N Luttwak
In this book the author analyzes the phenomenon of coup d'etat as a specific means of gaining
state power. Though quite frequently found in practice, this phenomenon is almost completely
unexplored in political theory. The author examines the concept of coup d'etat itself and its
various connotations and compares coup d'etat with other forms of usurpation of state power,
such as revolutions, rebellions, civil wars or guerilla warfare. He also deals with the technique
of coup d'etat. The book includes an overview of accomplished coups d'etat since the
beginning of the twentieth century and a list of present political leaders who came to power in
this way."
Explains the theory of political survival, particularly in cases of dictators and despotic
governments, arguing that political leaders seek to stay in power using any means necessary,
most commonly by attending to the interests of certain coalitions.
This book provides a paradigm of the coup and provides a historical basis for that paradigm
that is unsurpassed in its objectivity and research. The author of this book has spent over a
decade living and working with military and political figures throughout Latin America. His book
is both an educational and an exciting peek into the dark world of military subversion by an
observer who has seen it first hand. The coup d'etat has defied all attempts at rational analysis.
This is hardly surprising, in that it is born in darkness and very frequently dies there, only
coming to light in the last moments before either a bloody defeat or a stunning success. The
participants on the military side are frequently reluctant to discuss their activities, even long
after the fact, and their civilian victims can usually only guess at what happened to them.
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Previous studies have often been heavily tainted by the politics of the writer, categorizing the
coup as a product of class struggle, the cold war, or outright foreign intervention by the
superpowers. The author of this book has spent over a decade living and working closely with
military and political figures throughout Latin America and has used the fruits of literally
hundreds of encounters (ranging from simple interviews to longtime friendships) to piece
together an insightful picture of this nebulous but very real phenomenon. He has identified the
motives of coup plotters and the means by which they go about building the coalition
necessary to overthrow a government. Rather than use hypothetical cases to illustrate his
points, he has drawn on history to demonstrate how coups succeed and why they fail. This
book is both an educational and an exciting peek into the dark world of military subversion by
an observer who has seen it first hand.
This book is a collection of essays that provide historical insight, lessons learned from
experience, and illustrations of strategy in practice. Designed as a primer for mid-career
military professionals, On Strategy culls the expertise of a diverse group of Army
University/Combat Studies Institute strategists who represent the brightest minds of the field.
They offer a succinct breakdown and instruction on how to think and act strategically at every
level. It is a comprehensive and useful book that connects foundational theory to contemporary
complexities.
* One of Inc.com's "6 Books You Need to Read in 2020 (According to Bill Gates, Satya
Nadella, and Adam Grant)"* Adam Grant's # 1 pick of his top 20 books of 2020* One of 6
Groundbreaking Books of Spring 2020 (according to Malcolm Gladwell, Susan Cain, Dan Pink,
and Adam Grant). A former rocket scientist reveals the habits, ideas, and strategies that will
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empower you to turn the seemingly impossible into the possible. Rocket science is often
celebrated as the ultimate triumph of technology. But it's not. Rather, it's the apex of a certain
thought process -- a way to imagine the unimaginable and solve the unsolvable. It's the same
thought process that enabled Neil Armstrong to take his giant leap for mankind, that allows
spacecraft to travel millions of miles through outer space and land on a precise spot, and that
brings us closer to colonizing other planets. Fortunately, you don't have to be a rocket scientist
to think like one. In this accessible and practical book, Ozan Varol reveals nine simple
strategies from rocket science that you can use to make your own giant leaps in work and life
-- whether it's landing your dream job, accelerating your business, learning a new skill, or
creating the next breakthrough product. Today, thinking like a rocket scientist is a necessity.
We all encounter complex and unfamiliar problems in our lives. Those who can tackle these
problems -- without clear guidelines and with the clock ticking -- enjoy an extraordinary
advantage. Think Like a Rocket Scientist will inspire you to take your own moonshot and
enable you to achieve liftoff.
Coup D'ÉtatHarvard University Press

The theme of conspiracy is central to Machiavelli's writing. His work offers observations
and analysis of conspiracy as part of the armoury of the Renaissance politician.
Surprisingly, the theme has not yet received the attention it merits. This volume corrects
an interpretation which reduces Machiavelli's position to one of censorious observer of
conspiracies. Quite to the contrary, as Campi demonstrates, Machiavelli developed an
anatomy of conspiracy and provided a practical manual for coup d'état" and violent
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seizure of power.
Examines the problems and possibilities facing the United States in the 1980s and
1990s, from the threat of nuclear war and the military's strategic thinking, to the
interplay of politics, personality, and history
Americans revere their Constitution. However, most of us are unaware how tumultuous
and improbable the drafting and ratification processes were. As Benjamin Franklin
keenly observed, any assembly of men bring with them "all their prejudices, their
passions, their errors of opinion, their local interests and their selfish views." One need
not deny that the Framers had good intentions in order to believe that they also had
interests. Based on prodigious research and told largely through the voices of the
participants, Michael Klarman's The Framers' Coup narrates how the Framers' clashing
interests shaped the Constitution--and American history itself. The Philadelphia
convention could easily have been a failure, and the risk of collapse was always
present. Had the convention dissolved, any number of adverse outcomes could have
resulted, including civil war or a reversion to monarchy. Not only does Klarman capture
the knife's-edge atmosphere of the convention, he populates his narrative with riveting
and colorful stories: the rebellion of debtor farmers in Massachusetts; George
Washington's uncertainty about whether to attend; Gunning Bedford's threat to turn to a
European prince if the small states were denied equal representation in the Senate;
slave staters' threats to take their marbles and go home if denied representation for
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their slaves; Hamilton's quasi-monarchist speech to the convention; and Patrick Henry's
herculean efforts to defeat the Constitution in Virginia through demagoguery and
conspiracy theories. The Framers' Coup is more than a compendium of great stories,
however, and the powerful arguments that feature throughout will reshape our
understanding of the nation's founding. Simply put, the Constitutional Convention
almost didn't happen, and once it happened, it almost failed. And, even after the
convention succeeded, the Constitution it produced almost failed to be ratified. Just as
importantly, the Constitution was hardly the product of philosophical reflections by
brilliant, disinterested statesmen, but rather ordinary interest group politics. Multiple
conflicting interests had a say, from creditors and debtors to city dwellers and
backwoodsmen. The upper class overwhelmingly supported the Constitution; many
working class colonists were more dubious. Slave states and nonslave states had
different perspectives on how well the Constitution served their interests. Ultimately,
both the Constitution's content and its ratification process raise troubling questions
about democratic legitimacy. The Federalists were eager to avoid full-fledged
democratic deliberation over the Constitution, and the document that was ratified was
stacked in favor of their preferences. And in terms of substance, the Constitution was a
significant departure from the more democratic state constitutions of the 1770s.
Definitive and authoritative, The Framers' Coup explains why the Framers preferred
such a constitution and how they managed to persuade the country to adopt it. We
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have lived with the consequences, both positive and negative, ever since.
The Legal Department and the Institute of the IMF held their ninth biennial seminar for
legal advisors of IMF member countries’ central banks, and the papers published in
this volume are based on presentations made by officials attending this seminar. The
seminar covered a broad range of topics, including sovereign debt restructuring, money
laundering and the financing of terrorism, financial system and banking supervision,
conflicts of interest and market discipline in the financial sector, insolvency, and other
issues related to central banking.
Everything you’ve ever wanted to know about publishing but were too afraid to ask is
right here in this funny, candid guide written by an acclaimed author. There are
countless books on the market about how to write better but very few books on how to
break into the marketplace with your first book. Cutting through the noise (and very
mixed advice) online, while both dispelling rumors and remaining positive, Courtney
Maum's Before and After the Book Deal is a one–of–a–kind resource that can help you
get your book published. Before and After the Book Deal: A Writer's Guide to Finishing,
Publishing, Promoting, and Surviving Your First Book has over 150 contributors from all
walks of the industry, including international bestselling authors Anthony Doerr, Roxane
Gay, Garth Greenwell, Lisa Ko, R. O. Kwon, Rebecca Makkai, and Ottessa Moshfegh,
alongside cult favorites Sarah Gerard, Melissa Febos, Mitchell S. Jackson, and Mira
Jacob. Agents, film scouts, film producers, translators, disability and minority activists,
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and power agents and editors also weigh in, offering advice and sharing intimate
anecdotes about even the most taboo topics in the industry. Their wisdom will help
aspiring authors find a foothold in the publishing world and navigate the challenges of
life before and after publication with sanity and grace. Are MFA programs worth the
time and money? How do people actually sit down and finish a novel? Did you get a
good advance? What do you do when you feel envious of other writers? And why the
heck aren’t your friends saying anything about your book? Covering questions ranging
from the logistical to the existential (and everything in between), Before and After the
Book Deal is the definitive guide for anyone who has ever wanted to know what it’s
really like to be an author.
AMERICAN DIPLOMAT AND MILITARY OFFICER, SERVED AS U.S. AMBASSADOR
TO THE U.N. FROM 1985-1988 AND AS U.S. AMBASSADOR WEST GERMANY
FROM 1989 TO 1991; FLUENT IN NUMEROUS LANGUAGES, ALSO SERVED AS
INTERPRETER TO FIVE U.S. PRESIDENTS. WALTERS BEGUN HIS 35 YEAR
MILITARY CAREER WHEN HE JOINED THE U.S. ARMY IN 1941. AFTER WORKING
AS AN INTERPRETER FOR PRES. HARRY TRUMAN.

"An impressive combination of diligence and verve, deploying Ackerman’s deep
stores of knowledge as a national security journalist to full effect. The result is a
narrative of the last 20 years that is upsetting, discerning and brilliantly argued."
—The New York Times "One of the most illuminating books to come out of the
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Trump era." —New York Magazine An examination of the profound impact that the
War on Terror had in pushing American politics and society in an authoritarian
direction For an entire generation, at home and abroad, the United States has
waged an endless conflict known as the War on Terror. In addition to multiple
ground wars, it has pioneered drone strikes and industrial-scale digital
surveillance, as well as detaining people indefinitely and torturing them. These
conflicts have yielded neither peace nor victory, but they have transformed
America. What began as the persecution of Muslims and immigrants has become
a normalized, paranoid feature of American politics and security, expanding the
possibilities for applying similar or worse measures against other targets at
home. A politically divided country turned the War on Terror into a cultural and
then tribal struggle, first on the ideological fringes and ultimately expanding to
conquer the Republican Party, often with the timid acquiescence of the
Democratic Party. Today's nativist resurgence walked through a door opened by
the 9/11 era. Reign of Terror will show how these policies created a foundation
for American authoritarianism and, though it is not a book about Donald Trump, it
will provide a critical explanation of his rise to power and the sources of his
political strength. It will show that Barack Obama squandered an opportunity to
dismantle the War on Terror after killing Osama bin Laden. That mistake turns
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out to have been portentous. By the end of his tenure, the war metastasized into
a broader and bitter culture struggle in search of a demagogue like Trump to lead
it. A union of journalism and intellectual history, Reign of Terror will be a
pathbreaking and definitive book with the power to transform how America
understands its national security policies and their catastrophic impact on its civic
life.
Ever wonder if the world's tyrants are all using the same instruction manual?
They are: here it is. From getting to power to dividing your enemies, suppressing
revolution, stealing elections, and making your fortune, this 320 page volume
shows you how the pros have been doing it for centuries. Fully factual, with a
complete bibliography and footnotes, the Dictator's Handbook gives you a road
map to tyranny, step by step. Beautifully illustrated by a professional artist, the
text is funny and deadly serious. This is truly a practical manual for the aspiring
tyrant.
Bolivia: Coup d'Etat traces Bolivia's history from the 1952 Revolution to the July
1980 coup and its aftermath.
Uses an abundant variety of historical examples to examine the true nature of
strategy and demonstrates the failure of commonsense logic in particular
strategic concepts
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In addition, Singh identifies three distinct types of coup dynamics, each with a
different probability of success, based on where within the organization each
coup originated: coups from top military officers, coups from the middle ranks,
and mutinous coups from low-level soldiers.
A Tongue-in-Cheek Guide to Becoming a Dictator, Based on the Outrageous,
Scandalous, and Excessive Behavior of Dictators Past and Present Who hasn’t
dreamed of one day ruling your own country? Along with great power comes
unlimited influence, control, admiration, and often wealth. How to Be a Dictator
will teach you the tricks of the trade—how to rise to the top and stay in power, and
how to enjoy the fruits of your excellence. Featuring examples from the most
successful leaders and regimes in the business, including Kim Jong Il, Robert
Mugabe, Muammar Gaddafi, Nicolae Ceausescu, François “Papa Doc” Duvalier,
and many others, this handy guide offers ten easy lessons on becoming and
acting like a dictator from how to rig an election and create your own personality
cult to the dos and don’ts of dictator fashion. Other topics include: how to
become wealthy and spend your fortune, sleeping around, expressing your
literary genius, and how to avoid being toppled, exiled, and or meeting any other
dismal end. Combining black humor with political insights, How to Be a Dictator is
peppered with horrifying and hilarious stories from some of the most eccentric
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modern world leaders.
At the height of its power, the Roman Empire encompassed the entire Mediterranean basin,
extending much beyond it from Britain to Mesopotamia, from the Rhine to the Black Sea.
Rome prospered for centuries while successfully resisting attack, fending off everything from
overnight robbery raids to full-scale invasion attempts by entire nations on the move. How were
troops able to defend the Empire’s vast territories from constant attacks? And how did they do
so at such moderate cost that their treasury could pay for an immensity of highways,
aqueducts, amphitheaters, city baths, and magnificent temples? In The Grand Strategy of the
Roman Empire, seasoned defense analyst Edward N. Luttwak reveals how the Romans were
able to combine military strength, diplomacy, and fortifications to effectively respond to
changing threats. Rome’s secret was not ceaseless fighting, but comprehensive strategies
that unified force, diplomacy, and an immense infrastructure of roads, forts, walls, and barriers.
Initially relying on client states to buffer attacks, Rome moved to a permanent frontier defense
around 117 CE. Finally, as barbarians began to penetrate the empire, Rome filed large armies
in a strategy of “defense-in-depth,” allowing invaders to pierce Rome’s borders. This updated
edition has been extensively revised to incorporate recent scholarship and archeological
findings. A new preface explores Roman imperial statecraft. This illuminating book remains
essential to both ancient historians and students of modern strategy.
In this book, the distinguished writer Edward Luttwak presents the grand strategy of the
eastern Roman empire we know as Byzantine, which lasted more than twice as long as the
more familiar western Roman empire. The Grand Strategy of the Byzantine Empire is a broad,
interpretive account of Byzantine strategy, intelligence, and diplomacy over the course of eight
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centuries that will appeal to scholars, classicists, military history buffs, and professional
soldiers.
As the rest of the world worries about what a future might look like under Chinese supremacy,
Luttwak worries about China’s own future prospects. Applying the logic of strategy for which
he is well known, he argues that the world’s second largest economy may be headed for a fall
unless China’s leaders check their military ambitions.
"Every "diary" is a portrait, chronicle, tale, record, history. Notes taken day by day are not a
diary but merely moments selected at random in the current of time, in the river of the passing
day. A "diary" is a tale: the tale of a tranche de vie (the very definition of the novel, according to
one celebrated school), of a period, a year, many years of our life. And as life follows the logic
of a tale, it has a beginning, middle, and end (a life is a series of beginnings, middles, and
ends, within the closed circle of the beginning, middle, and end of life, in the circle of life). It's
not true that a "diary" begins by chance, progresses by chance, has no conclusion but the end
of life. A diary, like every tale, calls for a beginning, a plot, and a denouement. The subject of
Diary of a Foreigner in Paris is my return to Paris after a fourteen-year absence. It's my
discovery of a new France, of a new French people. It's the portrait of a moment in the history
of the French nation, of French civilization, that coincides with a particular moment in my life, in
the story of my life. I don't claim to be breaking new ground in the "diary" genre. I'm simply
suggesting that a diary is a tale, as a play is a tale. And now I arrive at my point: a "diary" is a
theatrical work brought to the boards of the page. It's the point at which a tale comes closest to
the theater. Everything there tends toward an ending, a conclusion, following the classical rules
of unity, but centered on the character called "I." It's the Das Da, Kafka's "present moment,"
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brought to the stage-page. My "diary," at least, is this."-Edward Luttwak’s shocking 1968 handbook showed, step-by-step, how governments could be
overthrown and inspired anti-coup precautions around the world. In addition to these
instructions, his revised handbook offers a new way of looking at political power—one that
considers the vulnerability of stable democracies after prolonged economic distress.
In this lively and provocative book, Erica De Bruin looks at the threats that rulers face from
their own armed forces. Can they make their regimes impervious to coups? How to Prevent
Coups d'État shows that how leaders organize their coercive institutions has a profound effect
on the survival of their regimes. When rulers use presidential guards, militarized police, and
militia to counterbalance the regular military, efforts to oust them from power via coups d'état
are less likely to succeed. Even as counterbalancing helps to prevent successful interventions,
however, the resentment that it generates within the regular military can provoke new coup
attempts. And because counterbalancing changes how soldiers and police perceive the costs
and benefits of a successful overthrow, it can create incentives for protracted fighting that
result in the escalation of a coup into full-blown civil war. Drawing on an original dataset of
state security forces in 110 countries over a span of fifty years, as well as case studies of coup
attempts in Asia, Africa, Latin America, and the Middle East, De Bruin sheds light on how
counterbalancing affects regime survival. Understanding the dynamics of counterbalancing,
she shows, can help analysts predict when coups will occur, whether they will succeed, and
how violent they are likely to be. The arguments and evidence in this book suggest that while
counterbalancing may prevent successful coups, it is a risky strategy to pursue—and one that
may weaken regimes in the long term.
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COVID-19 exposed the world's failure to prepare for the worst -- can we learn to build
back better? The COVID-19 pandemic has hit our world on a scale beyond living
memory, taking millions of lives and leading to a lockdown of communities worldwide. A
pandemic, much like climate change, acts as a threat multiplier, increasing vulnerability
to harm, economic impoverishment, and the breakdown of social systems. Even more
concerning, communities severely impacted by the coronavirus still remain vulnerable
to other types of hazards, such as those brought by accelerating climate change. The
catastrophic risks of pandemics and climate change carry deep uncertainty as to when
they will occur, how they will unfold, and how much damage they will do. The most
important question is how we can face these risks to minimize them most. The Fight for
Climate after COVID-19 draws on the troubled and uneven COVID-19 experience to
illustrate the critical need to ramp up resilience rapidly and effectively on a global scale.
After years of working alongside public health and resilience experts crafting policy to
build both pandemic and climate change preparedness, Alice C. Hill exposes parallels
between the underutilized measures that governments should have taken to contain the
spread of COVID-19 -- such as early action, cross-border planning, and bolstering
emergency preparation -- and the steps leaders can take now to mitigate the impacts of
climate change. Through practical analyses of current policy and thoughtful guidance
for successful climate adaptation, The Fight for Climate after COVID-19 reveals that,
just as our society has transformed itself to meet the challenge of coronavirus, so too
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will we need to adapt our thinking and our policies to combat the ever-increasing threat
of climate change. Unapologetic and clear-eyed, The Fight for Climate after COVID-19
helps us understand why the time has come to prepare for the world as it will be, rather
than as it once was.
This is a great book from someone who's been inside of coups and other forms of
political engineering. The book goes from Napoleon's coup to how others used his (and
others such as various Romans) actions as an example. This leads to the beginning of
the modern coup with the Russians as envisioned by Lenin and Trotsky. This book is
definitely one of the best books written on the subject and is quoted in many other
works such as Edward Luttwak's "Coup d'Etat: A Practical Handbook." Also, if you
interested in the fine points and historical matters of the Russian Revolution from the
inside it is also quite informative in such matters.
One of America's most thoughtful and provocative strategists exposes the economic
and cultural assumptions that have driven the U.S. to the brink of social and financial
collapse. Edward Luttwak reveals a forceful new policy that can reverse America's
decline.
A leading international security strategist offers a compelling new way to "think about
the unthinkable." The cold war ended more than two decades ago, and with its end
came a reduction in the threat of nuclear weapons—a luxury that we can no longer
indulge. It's not just the threat of Iran getting the bomb or North Korea doing something
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rash; the whole complexion of global power politics is changing because of the
reemergence of nuclear weapons as a vital element of statecraft and power politics. In
short, we have entered the second nuclear age. In this provocative and agenda-setting
book, Paul Bracken of Yale University argues that we need to pay renewed attention to
nuclear weapons and how their presence will transform the way crises develop and
escalate. He draws on his years of experience analyzing defense strategy to make the
case that the United States needs to start thinking seriously about these issues once
again, especially as new countries acquire nuclear capabilities. He walks us through
war-game scenarios that are all too realistic, to show how nuclear weapons are
changing the calculus of power politics, and he offers an incisive tour of the Middle
East, South Asia, and East Asia to underscore how the United States must not allow
itself to be unprepared for managing such crises. Frank in its tone and farsighted in its
analysis, The Second Nuclear Age is the essential guide to the new rules of
international politics.
In this incisive and controversial exposé of the hidden effects of today's free-market
capitalism, Edward Luttwak describes in powerful detail how it vastly differs from the
controlled capitalism that flourished from 1945 to the 1980s. Turbo-capitalism is private
enterprise liberated from government regulation, unchecked by effective trade unions,
unfettered by concerns for employees or communities, and unhindered by taxation or
investment restrictions. The winners in this free-for-all are getting much richer, while the
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losers are becoming poorer and are forced by downsizing to take the traditional jobs of
the underclass. Led by the United States, closely followed by Britain, turbo-capitalism is
spreading fast throughout Europe, Asia, and the rest of the world without the two great
forces that check its enormous power in the United States: a powerful Legal system
and the stringent rules of American calvinism. Luttwak exposes the major societal
upheavals and inequities turbo-capitalism causes and the broad dissatisfaction and
anxiety that may result.
Here is the handbook on violent overthrow of government--for everyone!
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