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The rich findings of recent exploration and research are incorporated in this
completely revised and greatly expanded sixth edition of this standard work on
the Maya people. New field discoveries, new technical advances, new successes
in the decipherment of Maya writing, and new theoretical perspectives on the
Maya past have made this new edition necessary.
From the author of A PALER SHADE OF RED -- Memoirs of a Radical; FLIGHT
FROM EIN SOF and THE INVENTOR comes this collection of gritty, satirical,
chilling, iconoclastic, always ferocious and unrepentant dystopias. Death and
virgin birth, immortality and cannibalism, paradise and hell, the cosmos, bigotry
and vigilantism, close encounters, wars to end all wars, hallucinations,
disquieting prophecies and insanity -- mainly insanity -- are the forces that drive
ONE NIGHT IN COPAN. Oscillating between parody and polemic, allegory and
unalloyed horror, paradox and hyperbole, the apocalyptic canvases W. E.
Gutman paints can be read as one man's antidote for the despotism of inflexible
creeds and the paralyzing effects of groupthink. A work of hyper-realism, this
collection of thirteen tales uses bizarre, fantastic, sometimes ghoulish, always
disquieting devices to capture and expose truths that people ensconced in
ideological cocoons ignore, shirk or refute. About the Author Born in Paris, W. E.
Gutman is a veteran journalist and author. A former writer at OMNI magazine and
U.S. editor of Science in the USSR, he covered politics and human rights in
Central America from 1994 to 2006. He lives with his wife in southern California.
Using epigraphic, iconographic, and stylistic analyses, this study explores the
integrated political-religious meanings of Quirigua's monumental sculptures
during the eighth-century A.D. reign of the city's most famous ruler, K'ak' Tiliw. In
particular, Matthew Looper focuses on the role of stelae and other sculpture in
representing the persona of the ruler not only as a political authority but also as a
manifestation of various supernatural entities with whom he was associated
through ritual performance.-publisher description.
This volume collects leading scholarship on one of the most important
archaeological complexes in the ancient Maya world. The authors--internationally
renowned experts who participated in the long-running Copan Acropolis
Archaeological Project--address enduring themes in Maya archaeology. In
addition to site-specific breakthroughs involving dynastic sequences, epigraphy,
and chronologies, these essays explore questions of broad interest to
archaeologists and other anthropologists, including state formation, architecture
and space, and the relationship between history and archaeology as well as
among archaeology, epigraphy, and iconography.
The significance of food and feasting to Pre-Columbian Mesoamerican cultures
has been extensively studied by archaeologists, anthropologists and art
historians. Foodways studies have been critical to our understanding of early
agriculture, political economies, and the domestication and management of
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plants and animals. Scholars from diverse fields have explored the symbolic
complexity of food and its preparation, as well as the social importance of
feasting in contemporary and historical societies. This book unites these
disciplinary perspectives — from the social and biological sciences to art history
and epigraphy — creating a work comprehensive in scope, which reveals our
increasing understanding of the various roles of foods and cuisines in
Mesoamerican cultures. The volume is organized thematically into three sections.
Part 1 gives an overview of food and feasting practices as well as ancient
economies in Mesoamerica. Part 2 details ethnographic, epigraphic and isotopic
evidence of these practices. Finally, Part 3 presents the metaphoric value of food
in Mesoamerican symbolism, ritual, and mythology. The resulting volume
provides a thorough, interdisciplinary resource for understanding, food, feasting,
and cultural practices in Mesoamerica.
Names weave the texture of our daily lives in ways that are self-evident.
However, behind their taken-for-granted threads, they conceal a considerable
meaning potential that may turn them into malleable vehicles of human goals and
agendas. The novelty of this volume lies in the special focus it places on the
intersections of naming, identity and tourism, pointing to how names may play a
role in the multifaceted process of identity-formation by shaping and promoting
tourist attractions, be they topographical or metaphorical locations. The volume
collects original contributions on this emerging field of enquiry that foster an
eclectic approach to the study of names. The thematic focus and the several
approaches adopted here will make the text appealing to postgraduate students
and researchers from several disciplinary fields ranging across onomastics,
linguistics, cultural and social geography, history, archaeology, heritage,
literature, postcolonial studies, and media studies.
CopánThe History of an Ancient Maya KingdomSchool for Advanced Research
on the
This monograph reports the results of the Quiriguá Project Site Periphery
Program, five seasons (1975-1979) of archaeological survey and excavation in
the 96 km2 immediately adjoining the classic Maya site of Quiriguá. Ashmore
identifies and helps us understand where and how the people of Quiriguá lived.
She presents detailed material evidence in two data catalogues, for the floodplain
settlement adjoining Quiriguá and for sites in the wider periphery. The work
situates Quiriguá settlement firmly in a regional context, benefiting from the
extraordinary abundance of information amassed in southeastern Mesoamerica
since 1979. It sheds new light on the political, economic, and social dynamics of
the region including the sometimes-fractious interactions between Quiriguá, its
overlords at Copan, and people elsewhere in the Lower Motagua Valley and
beyond. Content on this book's CD-ROM may be found online at this location:
http://core.tdar.org/project/376582. Quiriguá Reports, IV
"Based on a thorough analysis of the imagery and inscriptions of seven stelae
erected in the Great Plaza at Copan, Honduras, by the Classic Period ruler
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18-Rabbit-God K, this study argues that stelae were erected not only to support a
ruler's temporal claims to power but more importantly to express the fundamental
connection in Maya worldview between rulership and the cosmology inherent in
their vision of cyclical time. After an overview of the archaeology and history of
Copan and the reign and monuments of 18-Rabbit-God K, Elizabeth Newsome
interprets the iconography and inscriptions on the stelae, illustrating the way they
fulfilled a coordinated vision of the king's ceremonial role in Copan's periodending rites. She also links their imagery to key Maya concepts about the origin
of the universe, expressed in the cosmologies and mythic lore of ancient and
living Maya peoples." "Because previous scholarship has never assigned all
seven monuments to a single period or the patronage of one ruler, the
uniqueness of Newsome's study lies in the way it explicates the overall meaning
and function of the stela series with respect to the long-term activities and
agendas of one king."--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell
North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved
Copan in modern Honduras was one of the great cities of the Classic Maya.
Abandoned to the rain forest for nearly a thousand years, it was rediscovered in
the early 1800s. Now, two centuries later, an international team of scholars is
solving the puzzle of Copan and the ancient Maya. William Fash, himself one of
the key contributors to the recent breakthroughs, describes how decipherment of
the Maya inscriptions together with tomb finds have unlocked the secrets of
Copan's history. For this revised edition, Professor Fash shows how recent
discoveries in the Acropolis, urban wards, and rural redoubts of the Copan
kingdom reveal fascinating insights into the life and times of royalty, nobles, and
commoners in this distinguished Maya city. The uncovering of the extraordinary
tomb of the dynasty's founder provides illuminating information on his origins and
accomplishments, while archaeological and hieroglyphic studies have
demonstrated the importance of Tikal and the great metropolis of Teotihuacan in
the founding and long-term legitimization of the Copan royal line. New
excavations in the royal residential area give a blueprint for the layout and
functioning of Maya palaces, as well as dramatic evidence for the violent and
sudden end to dynastic rule. 11 color and 109 b/w illustrations.
Drawing upon the category “ritual practices of time” the book offers a
comparative analytical model and theoretical insights about calendars in
Mesoamerica and in general. This comprehensive study systematically explicates
how ritual practises are represented and conceptualised in intellectual systems
and societies.
In the southern Maya lowlands, rainfall provided the primary and, in some areas,
the only source of water for people and crops. Classic Maya kings sponsored
elaborate public rituals that affirmed their close ties to the supernatural world and
their ability to intercede with deities and ancestors to ensure an adequate amount
of rain, which was then stored to provide water during the four-to-five-month dry
season. As long as the rains came, Maya kings supplied their subjects with water
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and exacted tribute in labor and goods in return. But when the rains failed at the
end of the Classic period (AD 850-950), the Maya rulers lost both their claim to
supernatural power and their temporal authority. Maya commoners continued to
supplicate gods and ancestors for rain in household rituals, but they stopped
paying tribute to rulers whom the gods had forsaken. In this paradigm-shifting
book, Lisa Lucero investigates the central role of water and ritual in the rise,
dominance, and fall of Classic Maya rulers. She documents commoner, elite, and
royal ritual histories in the southern Maya lowlands from the Late Preclassic
through the Terminal Classic periods to show how elites and rulers gained
political power through the public replication and elaboration of household-level
rituals. At the same time, Lucero demonstrates that political power rested equally
on material conditions that the Maya rulers could only partially control. Offering a
new, more nuanced understanding of these dual bases of power, Lucero makes
a compelling case for spiritual and material factors intermingling in the
development and demise of Maya political complexity.
This guidebook by Maria Fiallos is the best coverage of Honduras available. All the dive sites,
all the restaurants, and all the hotels from budget to luxury. The author is a real expert, and the
information is fresh and complete. -- Melanie, Amazon revieweraa A great new resource
--Travel + Leisureaa Bursting with relevant and exciting information... -- Booklistaaa These
useful travel guides are highly recommended... -- Library Journalaaa Pristine coral reefs,
tropical waters, rainforests, and rivers meandering through jungles wait to be explored. Parks
cover 24% of the country's area, where jaguars and giant anteaters reside. Coastal wetlands
are home to monkeys, manatees, alligators and waterfowl. This guide focuses on Copan and
the surrounding area, called the Western Highlands. The ancient Maya ruins of Copan, a
famed archaeological World Heritage Site, guard the secrets of the ancestors of the modern
Mesoamerican men whose faces closely resemble those carved in stelae. The hieroglyphic
stairway in Copan is the largest in the Maya world. Weekly open-air markets offer ripe mangos,
oranges, bananas, avocados and tomatoes, adding charm and color to the country villages,
where most people reside in whitewashed adobe houses with red tile roofs. This guide, by a
lifelong resident, tells you everything about the history, the culture, the foods, how to get
around, the recommended places to stay and eat, plus the activities and adventures, from
cooking classes to monkey-spotting in the cloud forests. Honduras is just south of Belize and
Guatemala, north of Costa Rica and Panama. Our guides on each of those countries have
been strong sellers.aaa WHY VISIT HONDURAS? Great diving on the second-largest barrier
reef in the world. The Maya ruins. 112 protected areas, parks and reserves. River rafting,
kayaking, hiking, biking, horseback riding in the midst of exuberant tropical nature. The most
protected cloud forests in the world, with 35 reserves. The Rio Platano Reserve of Man
Biosphere, a UNESCO World Heritage site. La Moskitia, the largest rainforest region in Central
America.aa"
With major differences in size, urban plans, and population density, the capitals of New World
states had large heterogeneous societies, sometimes multiethnic and highly specialized,
making these cities amazing backdrops for complex interactions.
This is volume 16 of Interpreter: A Journal of Mormon Scripture published by The Interpreter
Foundation. It contains articles on a variety of topics including: "Toward Ever More Intelligent
Discipleship," "A Response to Denver Snuffer’s Essay on Plural Marriage, Adoption, and the
Supposed Falling Away of the Church – Part 1: Ignoring Inconvenient Evidence," "A Response
to Denver Snuffer’s Essay on Plural Marriage, Adoption, and the Supposed Falling Away of
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the Church – Part 2: Facade or Reality?", "Careless Accounts and Tawdry Novelties," "The
Prodigal’s Return to the Father: House of Glory and Rediscovery," "The Deuteronomist
Reforms and Lehi’s Family Dynamics: A Social Context for the Rebellions of Laman and
Lemuel," "The Doctrine of Resurrection in the Book of Mormon," "Not Leaving and Going On to
Perfection," "Learning Nephi’s Language: Creating a Context for 1 Nephi 1:2," "The Treason
of the Geographers: Mythical “Mesoamerican” Conspiracy and the Book of Mormon," "John
Bernhisel’s Gift to a Prophet: Incidents of Travel in Central America and the Book of Mormon,"
"A Treasure Trove of Questions," "The Theory of Evolution is Compatible with Both Belief and
Unbelief in a Supreme Being."
Tatiana Proskouriakoff, a preeminent student of the Maya, made many breakthroughs in
deciphering Maya writing, particularly in demonstrating that the glyphs record the deeds of
actual human beings, not gods or priests. This discovery opened the way for a history of the
Maya, a monumental task that Proskouriakoff was engaged in before her death in 1985. Her
work, Maya History, has been made ready for press by the able editorship of Rosemary Joyce.
Maya History reconstructs the Classic Maya period (roughly A.D. 250-900) from the glyphic
record on stelae at numerous sites, including Altar de Sacrificios, Copan, Dos Pilas, Naranjo,
Piedras Negras, Quirigua, Tikal, and Yaxchilan. Proskouriakoff traces the spread of
governmental institutions from the central Peten, especially from Tikal, to other city-states by
conquest and intermarriage. Thirteen line drawings of monuments and over three hundred
original drawings of glyphs amplify the text.
Copán, one of the most important Classic Maya sites, is renowned for the artistry of its highrelief stelae and altars and for the wealth of detail on its freestanding and architectural
sculpture. In Maya Sculpture of Copán: The Iconography, internationally known Mayanist
Claude-François Baudez provides a masterful survey of these elaborate and intriguing carved
images. In Part I, Baudez identifies and deciphers the specific motifs on each monument and
shows how the elements were combined to produce meaningful iconographic messages. The
architectural sculpture expresses the meaning and function of the buildings and complexes,
many designed to represent the sky, earth, and underworld and to serve as stages for rituals.
Photographs and drawings clarify the intricate forms. Part II relates the iconography to the
religion and politics of the city-state. Baudez traces the evolution of the motifs in relation to the
history of Copán and the multiple functions of the king—his cosmic role, the continuous
reference to his ancestors, and the dynastic cycles. Sacrifice—bloodletting by the king and the
sacrifice of captives—is of paramount importance. Growth and rebirth required constant
offerings of blood to the earth and to the sun, to ensure its rebirth at dawn after its nocturnal
journey through the underworld. The monuments give a coherent picture of Maya cosmology.
Northeast of modern-day Mexico City stand the remnants of one of the world's largest
preindustrial cities, Teotihuacan. Monumental in scale, Teotihuacan is organized along a threemile-long thoroughfare, the Avenue of the Dead, that leads up to the massive Pyramid of the
Moon. Lining the avenue are numerous plazas and temples, which indicate that the city once
housed a large population that engaged in complex rituals and ceremonies. Although scholars
have studied Teotihuacan for over a century, the precise nature of its religious and political life
has remained unclear, in part because no one has yet deciphered the glyphs that may explain
much about the city's organization and belief systems. In this groundbreaking book, Annabeth
Headrick analyzes Teotihuacan's art and architecture, in the light of archaeological data and
Mesoamerican ethnography, to propose a new model for the city's social and political
organization. Challenging the view that Teotihuacan was a peaceful city in which disparate
groups united in an ideology of solidarity, Headrick instead identifies three social groups that
competed for political power—rulers, kin-based groups led by influential lineage heads, and
military orders that each had their own animal insignia. Her findings provide the most complete
evidence to date that Teotihuacan had powerful rulers who allied with the military to maintain
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their authority in the face of challenges by the lineage heads. Headrick's analysis also
underscores the importance of warfare in Teotihuacan society and clarifies significant aspects
of its ritual life, including shamanism and an annual tree-raising ceremony that commemorated
the Mesoamerican creation story.

Joyce Marcus reconstructs Classic Maya political organization through the use of
evidence derived from epigraphy, settlement pattern surveys, and locational
analysis. This study describes the development of a four-tiered settlement
hierarchy and its subsequent collapse.
A unique and wide-ranging introduction to the major prehispanic and colonial
societies of Mexico and Central America, featuring new and revised material
throughout Mesoamerican Archaeology: Theory and Practice, Second Edition,
provides readers with a diverse and well-balanced view of the archaeology of the
indigenous societies of Mexico and Central America, helping students better
understand key concepts and engage with contemporary debates and issues
within the field. The fully updated second edition incorporates contemporary
research that reflects new approaches and trends in Mesoamerican archaeology.
New and revised chapters from first-time and returning authors cover the
archaeology of Mesoamerican cultural history, from the early Gulf Coast Olmec,
to the Classic and Postclassic Maya, to the cultures of Oaxaca and Central
Mexico before and after colonization. Presenting a wide range of approaches that
illustrate political, socio-economic, and symbolic interpretations, this textbook:
Encourages students to consider diverse ways of thinking about Mesoamerica:
as a linguistic area, as a geographic region, and as a network of communities of
practice Represents a wide spectrum of perspectives and approaches to
Mesoamerican archaeology, including coverage of the Postclassic and Colonial
periods Enables readers to think critically about how explanations of the past are
produced, verified, and debated Includes accessible introductory material to
ensure that students and non-specialists understand the chronological and
geographic frameworks of the Mesoamerican tradition Discusses recent
developments in the contemporary theory and practice of Mesoamerican
archaeology Presents new and original research by a team of internationally
recognized contributors Mesoamerican Archaeology: Theory and Practice,
Second Edition, is ideal for use in undergraduate courses on the archaeology of
Mexico and Central America, as well as for broader courses on the archaeology
of the Americas.
The recognition of Flower Worlds is one of the most significant breakthroughs in
the study of Indigenous spirituality in the Americas.Flower Worldsis the first
volume to bring together a diverse range of scholars to create an interdisciplinary
understanding of floral realms that extend at least 2,500 years in the past.
Maya architecture is often described as "massive" and "monumental," but
experiments at Copan, Honduras, convinced Elliot Abrams that 300 people could
have built one of the large palaces there in only 100 days. In this groundbreaking
work, Abrams explicates his theory of architectural energetics, which involves
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translating structures into volumes of raw and manufactured materials that are
then multiplied by the time required for their production and assembly to
determine the labor costs of past construction efforts. Applying this method to
residential structures of the Late Classic period (A.D. 700-900) at Copan leads
Abrams to posit a six-tiered hierarchic social structure of political decision
making, ranging from a stratified elite to low-ranking commoners. By comparing
the labor costs of construction and other economic activities, he also prompts a
reconsideration of the effects of royal construction demands on commoners. How
the Maya Built Their World will interest a wide audience in New and Old World
anthropology, archaeology, architecture, and engineering.
This volume compares two of the most famous cases of civilizational collapse,
that of the Roman Empire and the Classic Maya world. First examining the
concept of collapse, and how it has been utilized in the historical, archaeological
and anthropological study of past complex societies, Storey and Storey draw on
extensive archaeological evidence to consider the ultimate failure of the
institutions, infrastructure and material culture of both of these complex cultures.
Detailing the relevant economic, political, social and environmental factors behind
these notable falls, Rome and the Classic Maya contends that a phenomenon of
“slow collapse” has repeatedly occurred in the course of human history: complex
civilizations are shown to eventually come to an end and give way to new
cultures. Through their analysis of these two ancient case studies, the authors
also present intriguing parallels to the modern world and offer potential lessons
for the future.
Webster’s case study reconstructs and evaluates the sociopolitical system and
culture history of a world-famous Classic Maya Center in the highlands of
Western Honduras, whose great temples, palaces, and carved monuments have
been investigated since the 1830’s. Using material from a series of
archaeological excavations begun in 1975 that focused on reconstructing the
entire Copán Kingdom, this book presents for the first time an interpretation of
the political, demographic, and agricultural history of the entire region. Providing
an extensive review of the methods used to reconstruct Copán’s history, the
book helps students develop a basic understanding of how archaeologists
reconstruct ancient social systems.
Indigenous allies helped the Spanish gain a foothold in the Americas. What did these
Indian conquistadors expect from the partnership, and what were the implications of
their involvement in Spain's New World empire? Laura Matthew's study of Ciudad Vieja,
Guatemala--the first study to focus on a single allied colony over the entire colonial
period--places the Nahua, Zapotec, and Mixtec conquistadors of Guatemala and their
descendants within a deeply Mesoamerican historical context. Drawing on archives,
ethnography, and colonial Mesoamerican maps, Matthew argues that the conquest
cannot be fully understood without considering how these Indian conquistadors first
invaded and then, of their own accord and largely by their own rules, settled in Central
America. Shaped by pre-Columbian patterns of empire, alliance, warfare, and
migration, the members of this diverse indigenous community became unified as the
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Mexicanos--descendants of Indian conquistadors in their adopted homeland. Their
identity and higher status in Guatemalan society derived from their continued pride in
their heritage, says Matthew, but also depended on Spanish colonialism's willingness to
honor them. Throughout Memories of Conquest, Matthew charts the power of
colonialism to reshape and restrict Mesoamerican society--even for those most favored
by colonial policy and despite powerful continuities in Mesoamerican culture.
Experience daily life in Maya civilization, from its earliest beginnings to the Spanish
conquest in the 16th century. Narrative chapters describe Mayan political life, economy,
social structure, religion, writing, warfare, and scientific methods. Readers will explore
the Mayan calendar, counting system, hunting and gathering methods, language, and
family roles and relationships. A revised and expanded edition based on the latest
archaeological research, this volume offers new interpretations and corrects popular
misconceptions, and shows how the Maya adapted to their environment and preserved
their culture and language over thousands of years. Over 60 photos and illustrations,
several of new archaeological sites, enhance the material, and an expanded resource
center bibliography includes web sites and DVDs for further study. The closing chapter
discusses what Maya civilization means for us today and what we can learn from Maya
achievements and failures. A first-stop reference source for any student of Latin
American and Native American history and culture.
Claude Baudez, William L. Fash, Jr., Berthold Riese, William T. Sanders, and David
Webster contribute to this monograph, and using an integrated art historical and
anthropological approach, consider the House of the Bacabs' context as an elite Maya
structure, its excavation and restoration, and its iconographic and epigraphic
reconstruction and interpretation, to establish models for understanding Classic Maya
social and political life.
This book offers many significant advantages to the student of Maya history. It gathers
all of the available royal inscriptions of Copan in one place. It assigns the inscriptions to
the correct kings. The drawings for each inscription have been cleaned up so the
glyphs stand out clear and distinct. Each inscription has been gridded by letters and
numbers for the exact location of each glyph. Every word has been translated or
transliterated where possible.The author makes no pretense that these translations are
the final word but at least now scholars have a single solid base from which to continue
the work.
The first volume to focus on the Early Classic context (A.D. 400-650) of the Maya city of
Copán combines and synthesizes many different research methods and disciplines,
interpreting data that contradict, enhance, and supplement previous work. Its methods
are conjunctive, including and integrating research in archaeological surveys and
excavations with studies in art, hieroglyphics, history, forensic/biological anthropology,
and chemical analyses of teeth, bones, and other materials. The book is not just
multidisciplinary but interdisciplinary, linking, for example, the architecture of
monuments with epigraphy, language concepts, and human events. Until recently,
scholars speculated as to whether K'inich Yax K'uk' Mo' was an alleged or fictitious
founding father of the Copán dynasty. This work presents new information on him and
his accomplishments, showing how we almost certainly now have his skeleton with its
parry fractures from the battlefield or the ball court, along with abundant descriptions of
this and other burials.
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Scholars working in a number of disciplines _ archaeologists, classicists, epigraphers,
papyrologists, Assyriologists, Egyptologists, Mayanists, philologists, and ancient
historians of all stripes _ routinely engage with ancient textual sources that are either
material remains from the archaeological record or historical products of other
connections between the ancient world and our own. Examining the archaeology-text
nexus from multiple perspectives, contributors to this volume discuss current theoretical
and practical problems that have grown out of their work at the boundary of the division
between archaeology and the study of early inscriptions. In 12 representative casestudies drawn from research in Asia, Africa, the Mediterranean, and Mesoamerica,
scholars use various lenses to critically examine the interface between archaeology and
the study of ancient texts, rethink the fragmentation of their various specialized
disciplines, and illustrate the best in current approaches to contextual analysis. The
collection of essays also highlights recent trends in the development of documentation
and dissemination technologies, engages with the ethical and intellectual quandaries
presented by ancient inscriptions that lack archaeological context, and sets out to find
profitable future directions for interdisciplinary research.
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