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Contemporary Political Theory Liberalism And Its Critics
In the substantially revised fourth edition of this widely-used book, Norman Barry
provides a comprehensive introduction to contemporary political theory including
systematic coverage of the philosophical background to contemporary debates
between liberals, conservatives, communitarians, socialists, and feminists.
This book deals with the concept of post-Islamism from a mainly philosophical
perspective, using political liberalism as elaborated by John Rawls as the key
interpretive tool. What distinguishes this book from most scholarship in Iranian
studies is that it primarily deals with the projects of Iranian intellectuals from a
normative perspective as the concept is understood by analytical philosophers.
The volume includes analyses of the strengths and weakness of the arguments
underlying each thinker’s ideas, rather than looking for their historical and
sociological origins, genealogy, etc. Each chapter develops a particular
conjectural argument for the possibility of an overlapping consensus between
Islam and political liberalism, though the arguments presented draw upon
different Islamic, particularly Shia, resources. Thus, while Shabestari and
Soroush primarily reason from a modernist theological or kalami perspective,
M.H.Tabatabai and Mehdi Haeri Yazdi’s arguments are mainly based on
traditional Islamic philosophy and Quranic exegesis. While Kadivar, An-Naim and
Fanaei are post-Islamist in the exact sense of the term, Malekian goes beyond
typical post-Islamism by proposing a theory for spirituality that constrains religion
within the boundaries of enlightenment thought. Throughout the book, specific
attention is given to Ferrara and March’s readings of political liberalism. Although
the book’s chapters constitute a whole, they can also be read independently if
the reader is only curious about particular intellectuals whose political theories
are discussed.
Explores the actual and possible roles of evil in contemporary political theory
"This new edition of Will Kymlicka's best selling critical introduction to
contemporary political theory has been fully revised to include many of the most
significant developments in Anglo-American political philosophy in the last 11
years, particularly the new debates on political liberalism, deliberative
democracy, civic republicanism, nationalism, and cultural pluralism." "The book
now includes two new chapters on citizenship theory and multiculturalism, in
addition to updated chapters on utilitarianism, liberal egalitarianism,
libertarianism, Marxism, communitarianism, and feminism. Extended guides to
further reading have been added at the end of each chapter, listing the most
important books and articles on each school of thought, as well as relevant
journals and web sites."--BOOK JACKET.
Since its publication in 1993, John Rawls's Political Liberalism has been central
to debates concerning political legitimacy, democratic theory, toleration, and
multiculturalism in contemporary political theory. Yet, despite the immense body
of literature which has been produced since Rawls's work was published, very
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little has been said or written regarding the place of political parties and
partisanship within political liberalism. This book aims to fill this gap in the
literature. Its central argument is that political liberalism needs and nourishes
political parties, and that political parties are therefore not hostile but vital to it.
First, partisanship generates its own distinctive kind of political obligations,
additional to any political obligations people may have qua ordinary citizens.
Second, contrary to what many critics argue, and despite its admittedly restrictive
features, Rawls's conception of public reason allows significant scope for partisan
advocacy and partisan pluralism, and in fact the very normative demands of
partisanship are in syntony with those of public reason. Third, parties contribute
to the overlapping consensus that for Rawls guarantees stability in diverse
societies. Fourth, political liberalism nourishes political parties, by leaving many
issues, including religious and socio-economic ones, open to democratic
contestation. In summary, parties contribute both to the legitimacy and to the
stability of political liberalism.
A thematically-organized reader, this student text introduces key works on major
contemporary political theories. It covers egalitarian-liberalism, libertarianism,
communitarianism, republicanism, deliberative democracy, feminism and
multiculturalism.
From her position at Harvard University's Department of Government for over
thirty-five years, Judith Shklar (1928-92) taught a long list of prominent political
theorists and published prolifically in the domains of modern and American
political thought. She was a highly original theorist of liberalism, possessing a
broad and deep knowledge of intellectual history, which informed her writing in
interesting and unusual ways. Her work emerged between the "end of ideology"
discussions of the 1950s and the "end of history" debate of the early 1990s.
Shklar contributed significantly to social and political thought by arguing for a
new, more skeptical version of liberalism that brought political theory into close
contact with real-life experience. The essays collected in Between Utopia and
Realism reflect on and refract Shklar's major preoccupations throughout a lifetime
of thinking and demonstrate the ways in which her work illuminates contemporary
debates across political theory, international relations, and law. Contributors
address Shklar's critique of Cold War liberalism, interpretation of Montaigne and
its connection to her genealogy of liberal morals, lectures on political obligation,
focus on cruelty, and her late reflections on exile. Others consider her role as a
legal theorist, her interest in literary tropes and psychological experience, and her
famed skepticism. Between Utopia and Realism showcases Shklar's approach to
addressing the intractable problems of social life. Her finely honed political
skepticism emphasized the importance of diagnosing problems over proffering
excessively optimistic solutions. As this collection makes clear, her thought
continues to be useful in addressing cruelty, limiting injustice, and combating the
cynicism of the present moment. Contributors: Samantha Ashenden, Hannes
Bajohr, James Brown, Katrina Forrester, Volker M. Heins, Andreas Hess, Samuel
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Moyn, Thomas Osborne, William E. Scheuerman, Quentin Skinner, Philip
Spencer, Tracy B. Strong, Kamila Stullerova, Bernard Yack.
Liberalism at the Crossroads offers succinct, accessible, and well-written surveys
of the ideas of the leading participants in the contemporary philosophical debate
about liberalism. Christopher Wolfe brings together analyses of leading liberal
thinkers from across the spectrum as well as influential critics of liberalism,
including John Rawls, Ronald Dworkin, Robert Nozick, Michael Sandel, Richard
Rorty, Joseph Raz, and William Galston. For the second edition, each chapter
has been thoroughly revised, and new chapters on Susan Moller Okin, Richard
Posner, and John Finnis have been added to include representatives of liberal
feminism, law and economics, and natural law. The result is an invaluable
overview of contemporary political theory, ideal for both students and scholars.
In Uncivil Society, Richard Boyd argues contrarily that contemporary political theorist and
social scientists have unduly neglected the "uncivil" properties of groups. Through a careful
reading of such exemplary figures as Hobbes, Locke, the Scottish Moralist, Edmund Burke,
John Stuart Mill, Alexis de Tocqueville, and Michael Oakeshott in the classical liberal tradition
-- and their defense of the virtue of civility - this work calls into question many contemporary
assumptions about the nature and origins of civil society.
This new edition of A Companion to Contemporary Political Philosophy has been extended
significantly to include 55 chapters across two volumes written by some of today's most
distinguished scholars. New contributors include some of today’s most distinguished scholars,
among them Thomas Pogge, Charles Beitz, and Michael Doyle Provides in-depth coverage of
contemporary philosophical debate in all major related disciplines, such as economics, history,
law, political science, international relations and sociology Presents analysis of key political
ideologies, including new chapters on Cosmopolitanism and Fundamentalism Includes detailed
discussions of major concepts in political philosophy, including virtue, power, human rights,
and just war
Liberalism is an innovative introductory textbook exploring the dominant discourse of
contemporary political theory and the core ideas that underpin it. Despite the ubiquity of
liberalism there remains considerable disagreement about what contemporary political liberals
believe. This book distinguishes modern political liberalism from earlier manifestations of the
concept, yet shows how contemporary liberalism is derived from a long-standing historical
tradition that includes John Locke, Immanuel Kant and J.S. Mill. Contemporary liberalism
combines ideas from this historical tradition to make a political theory that places at its heart
the equal treatment of each person. Paul Kelly provides an overview of the basic building
blocks of contemporary liberalism - contractarianism, impartiality, justice and freedom, - and
introduces students to the ideas of its key theorists John Rawls, Brian Barry and Ronald
Dworkin. He goes on to consider three major challenges facing liberalism today and concludes
with a defence of the continuing relevance of political liberalism in the contemporary world.
Over the past twenty-five years debate surrounding cultural diversity has become one of the
most active areas of contemporary political theory and philosophy. The impact of taking
cultural diversity seriously in modern political societies has led to challenges to the dominance
of liberal theory and to a more serious engagement of political theory with actual political
struggles. This 2007 volume of essays by leading political theorists reviews the development of
multiculturalism, surveys the major approaches, addresses the critical questions posed and
highlights directions in research. Multiculturalism and Political Theory provides an overview for
both students and researchers.
Although liberal democratic polities have an important place in contemporary politics, their
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justification is contentious. Liberalism and democracy are commonly thought to be
inconsistent, or at least in tension with one another; and the reality of liberal democracy is
perceived as falling far short of the ideal. In Political Morality, Richard Vernon sets out to show
that liberal democracy can make sense as a single political conception, rather than a trade-off
between two different values. He also argues that in conceiving of liberal democracy as
proposed, other problems inherent in liberalism and in democracy are eased; liberal
democracy is not exposed to the same objections as liberalism and it can avoid some of the
paradoxes that are said to plague democratic theory. The book also points to some of the ways
in which polities currently termed 'liberal democracies' fall clearly short of the values that might
legitimize them.
Value pluralism is the idea, associated with the late Isaiah Berlin, that fundamental human
values are irreducibly plural and incommensurable. Ends like liberty, equality and community
are intrinsic goods which can neither be ranked in an absolute hierarchy nor translated into
units of a common denominator. If that is true, how can we choose among such values when
they come into conflict in particular cases? In particular, what reason is there to justify the
value ranking characteristic of liberal democracy, favouring personal autonomy and toleration?
Recent commentators have seen value pluralism as undermining the traditional claims of
liberalism to universal authority, rendering it at best no more than one political form among
others with no greater claim to legitimacy. Against that view, George Crowder argues that a
strong distinctive case for liberalism as a universal project is implied by value pluralism itself.
Reflection on the elements of value pluralism yields a set of ethical principles, including respect
for universal values, rejection of political utopianism, promotion of value diversity,
accommodation of reasonable disagreement, and cultivation of civic virtues. Those principles
are best satisfied by a liberal form of politics characterised by a strong commitment to personal
autonomy, by policies of moderate redistribution and multiculturalism, and by constitutional
restraints on democractic politics. This is the first book-length defence of liberalism on the
basis of value pluralism, complementing and extending the work of Berlin and others.
`The author has provided us with a masterful overview and critique of liberal theorizing of the
past quarter-century. While dealing exhaustively and fairly with each of a variety of broadly
liberal approaches, Gaus also presents a compelling argument for his own preferred
"justificatory" approach. His analyses range across familiar territory - Berlin, Gauthier, Baier,
Habermas, social choice theory, Rawls, and so on - and are always illuminating and, taken
together, provide both the newcomer and the old-hand much to ponder' - Fred D'Agostino,
University of New England, Armidale `[A]ll that man is and all that raises him above animals he
owes to his reason' - Ludwig von Mises Contemporary Theories of Liberalism provides
students with a comprehensive overview of the key tenets of liberalism developed through
Hobbes, Locke, Kant and Rawls to present day theories and debates. Central to recent debate
has been the idea of public reason. The text introduces and explores seven dominant theories
of public reason, namely, pluralism, Neo-Hobbesianism, pragmatism, deliberative democracy,
political democracy, Rawlsian political liberalism and justificatory liberalism. As a proponent of
justificatory liberalism, Gaus presents an accessible and critical analysis of all contempoary
liberal political theory and powerfully illustrates the distinct and importsant contribution of
justificatory liberalism. Contemporary Theories of Liberalism is essential reading for students
and academics seeking a deeper understanding of liberal political theory today.
This book provides a comprehensive and critical assessment of the ways in which AngloAmerican political theorists have responded to the emergence of a politics of identity in
democratic society. It examines the merits and weaknesses of the ideas associated with the
major schools and thinkers in contemporary philosophical liberalism. It also provides a critical
exploration of the arguments of their pluralist rivals, including advocates of multiculturalism,
'difference' and recognition. Kenny illustrates how debates over such concepts as identity,
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difference, recognition and culture are intertwined with political theorists' characterizations of
democracy, citizenship and civil society. In an analysis that juxtaposes normative political
theory with the study of social movements and change, the author challenges two widely held
ideas about the relationship between liberal democracy and culturally based groups. He
questions the assertion that there is no place for identity based political argument in the public
life of a democracy. And he challenges the pluralist conviction that the re-emergence of
collective identities signals the demise of liberal culture and political thought. Written in a clear
and accessible style, The Politics of Identity is intended for students, scholars and general
readers interested in contemporary political and social thought, political ideologies, and political
culture.

This accessible book is invaluable to anyone coming to social and political
philosophy for the first time. It provides a broad survey of key social and political
questions in modern society, as well as clear discussions of the philosophical
issues central to those questions and to political thought more generally. Unique
among books of this kind is a sustained treatment of specifically social
philosophy, including topics such as epistemic injustice, pornography, marriage,
sexuality, and the family. The relation between such social questions and
specifically political topics is discussed. These topics include: political authority,
economic justice, the limits of tolerance, considerations of community, race,
gender, and culture in questions of justice, and radical critiques of current political
theories.? Updates to the Second Edition emphasize the non-statist areas of the
subject and include two brand new chapters on social philosophy and
transnational justice. This Second Edition also includes revisions throughout and
coverage of recent theoretical discussions and world events.
Economic interpretations of history are irrevocably identified with the name of
Charles A. Beard. This is mainly due to his early book An Economic
Interpretation of the Constitution of the United States (1913). Yet, in Beard's later
work, The Economic Basis of Politics (1922), he articulates the main principles of
his method and argues for its applicability to understanding of current events. In
this brief survey of Western political philosophy and contemporary constitutional
arrangements, Beard concludes that it is well established doctrine that "there is a
vital relation between the forms of state and the distribution of property,
revolutions in the state being usually the results of contests over property." In
advancing this axiom, Beard responds to charges that he was a "Marxist" by
constructing an interpretation of Western political philosophy and history that
draws a firm distinction between his economic interpretation of history and Marx's
historical materialism. Beard traces the origins of his own method to the works of
Aristotle, Machiavelli, Harrington, Locke, and Montesquieu. This view of political
theory and political theorists stands in sharp contrast to the view prevailing
among many contemporary political philosophers, who insist that political theory
must somehow transcend history and rise above ordinary politics to count as
theory. Beard's observations on the nature and tradition of Western political
philosophy provide an entrÃše into New World political thought, which many
academic political philosophers have long regarded as something less than
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"political theory." In contrast, Beard regards the development and application of
the method of economic interpretation to be the greatest contribution of American
political thought to the tradition of Western political theory. In his surveys of
thinkers such as Madison, Webster, and Calhoun, Beard links American political
thought to the Western tradition of economic interpretation, which undergirds
both "liberalism" and "republicanism." The present-day relevance of this
important volume will be evident to all social scientists. Charles A. Beard
(1874-1948) taught at Columbia University, then resigned to become a founder of
The New School for Social Research. Among his many works are Development
of Modern Europe, Economic Origins of Jeffersonian Democracy, The Rise of
American Civilization, and President Roosevelt and the Coming of the War.
Clyde W. Barrow is professor of political science and director of the Center for
Policy Analysis at the University of Massachusetts at Dartmouth. He is the author
of More than a Historian: The Political and Economic Thought of Charles A.
Beard, published by Transaction.
This is a substantially updated edition of the established guide to this key debate
in modern political philosophy.
The first book length study of agonism as a mature account of democratic
politics, Institutionalizing Agonistic Democracy provides a lucid overview of
agonistic democratic theories and demonstrates the viability of this approach for
institutional politics. Situating agonistic democracy within and against debates
about radical democracy, foundationalism, liberal democracy, and pluralism,
Institutionalizing Agonistic Democracy engages the texts of Mouffe, Connolly,
Ranciere, Tully, Honig, Owen, and others to fully map the contours of agonistic
democratic theories. Organizing this diverse literature into a coherent typology
enables sophisticated analysis of the assumptions, distinctions, and aspirations
of the often conflicting theoretical positions gathered within the constellation of
agonistic democratic theory. Using this framework to explore the concrete
institutional possibilities appropriate to agonistic democracy, Wingenbach argues
that a modified version of Rawlsian political liberalism describes the institutional
conditions most likely to sustain agonistic political practices. Once shorn of
metaphysical commitments and detached from aspirations to consensus, political
liberalism offers a contingent and historically viable framework within which
agonistic contestation can occur. Such a reinterpretation of Rawls produces not
the sublimation of agonism but a transformation of liberalism, so that it more
adequately accommodates the deep pluralism of the post-foundational condition.
Political realism has recently moved to the centre of debates in contemporary
political theory. In this monograph, Matt Sleat presents the first comprehensive
overview of the resurgence of interest in realist political theory and develops a
unique and original defence of liberal politics in realist terms. Through
explorations of the work of a diverse range of thinkers, including Bernard
Williams, John Rawls, Raymond Geuss, Judith Shklar, John Gray, Carl Schmitt
and Max Weber, the author advances a theory of liberal realism that is consistent
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with the realist emphasis on disagreement and conflict yet still recognisably
liberal in its concern with respecting individuals’ freedom and constraining
political power. The result is a unique contribution to the ongoing debates
surrounding realism and an original and timely re-imagining of liberal theory for
the twenty-first century. This provocative work will be of interest to students and
all concerned with the possibility of realising liberalism and its moral aspirations
in today’s world.
Thoroughly revised and updated, this third edition provides acomprehensive
account of the major political ideologies of the pasttwo centuries. Provides an
expanded and thoroughly updated account of themajor political ideologies of the
past two centuries, includingliberalism, conservatism, socialism, anarchism,
fascism, feminism,environmentalism, and nationalism Features a brand new
chapter on fundamentalism, along withgreater emphasis on the global impact of
ideologies in general Examines the complex overlap and interplay of ideas that
existboth within and between ideologies Incorporates the newest developments
and scholarship in thefield, and includes a helpful new glossary of key terms
This book examines an unlikely development in modern political philosophy: the
adoption by a major national government of the ideas of a living political theorist.
When José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero became Spain's opposition leader in 2000,
he pledged that if his socialist party won power he would govern Spain in
accordance with the principles laid out in Philip Pettit's 1997 book Republicanism,
which presented, as an alternative to liberalism and communitarianism, a theory
of freedom and government based on the idea of nondomination. When Zapatero
was elected President in 2004, he invited Pettit to Spain to give a major speech
about his ideas. Zapatero also invited Pettit to monitor Spanish politics and
deliver a kind of report card before the next election. Pettit did so, returning to
Spain in 2007 to make a presentation in which he gave Zapatero's government a
qualified thumbs-up for promoting republican ideals. In this book, Pettit and José
Luis Martí provide the historical background to these unusual events, explain the
principles of civic republicanism in accessible terms, present Pettit's report and
his response to some of its critics, and include an extensive interview with
Zapatero himself. In addition, the authors discuss what is required of a political
philosophy if it is to play the sort of public role that civic republicanism has been
playing in Spain. An important account of a rare and remarkable encounter
between contemporary political philosophy and real-world politics, this is also a
significant work of political philosophy in its own right.
The revised and updated edition of Goodin and Pettit’s highly-acclaimed
contemporary political philosophy anthology, bringing together the field’s most
important readings in a single volume Unparalleled in the breadth and scope of
its coverage, this newly-revised third edition traces the evolution of political
philosophy as a contemporary practice, and raises important questions about the
impact of current political events. Fully updated to include 49 contemporary and
classic selections from the most distinguished scholars in political philosophy
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Offers expanded coverage of international affairs and political oppression
Includes essays which represent a diversity of political and ideological positions,
and features interdisciplinary voices in politics, law, and economics Edited by two
of the field’s most highly-respected scholars The ideal collection of primary
readings to accompany the Companion to Contemporary Political Philosophy,
Second Edition (Wiley Blackwell, 2012) for coursework in political philosophy
This textbook reflects the buoyant state of contemporary political philosophy, and the
development of the subject in the past two decades. It includes seminal papers on
fundamental philosophical issues such as: the nature of social explanation distributive
justice liberalism and communitarianism citizenship and multiculturalism nationalism
democracy criminal justice. A range of views is represented, demonstrating the
richness of the philosophical contribution to some of the most contested areas of public
policy and political decision making. Each section has an introduction by the editors that
situates the papers in the ongoing debate. Further Reading sections feature at the end
of each chapter. Readings from the following thinkers are included: Steven Lukes,
Robert Nozick, John Rawls, Bhikhu Parekh, Antony Duff, G.A. Cohen, Derek Parfit,
Roger Scruton, Michael Sandel, Alasdair MacIntrye. Debates in Contemporary Political
Philosophy will be a valuable resource for upper-level students interested in current
thinking in this area.
In this tightly organized collection of essays, sixteen distinguished political theorists
explore Shklar's intellectual legacy, focusing both on her own ideas and on the broad
range of issues that most intrigued her. The volume opens with a series of varied and
illuminating assessments of Shklar's conception of liberal politics. The second part, with
essays on Descartes and Racine, Hobbes, Rousseau, and Laski, emphasizes the
relation between individual freedom and moral psychology in modern political thought.
The third part addresses contemporary issues, such as the role of hypocrisy, offensive
speech, and constitutional courts in liberal democracies. The book concludes with an
autobiographical essay by Shklar that provides a vivid sense of her singular voice and
personality.
This illuminating book examines today's most controversial and philosophically
interesting issues in the major schools of contemporary political theory. In the past two
decades, the study of political theory has undergone an unexpected renaissance and
has once again taken center stage in philosophical debates in the West. Paradigms in
Political Theory sets out some of the major controversies circulating in four schools of
contemporary political theory: liberalism, Marxism, feminism, and postmodernism.
Rather than attempting to cover the major elements of each school of thought in a
comprehensive manner, this volume reveals some of the more contentious issues
facing each brand of political theory so that its cutting edge can be exposed. Chapters
on liberalism criticize the foundations of the school from its assumptions and analytical
methods to the problems of legitimacy and paternalism. Other chapters provide a basis
for political obligation, analyze collective action, or critique the main proponents of
liberalism in our time. The works on Marxism range from traditional critical interpretation
of the work of classical authors to contemporary applications of analytical Marxism or
undertake a synthesis between Marx and Nietzsche. The feminist essays present
vigorous analyses of the self, the self in political action, and the self seeking personal
and social truth in new ways. The section on post-modernism addresses the major
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issues in the political theories of Foucault, Habermas, Derrida, Lyotard, and Baudrillard.
This comprehensive and engaging new text introduces the key concepts, approaches
and debates in contemporary political theory and shows how philosophical ideas can be
applied to real-world politics. Fully up-to-date, each chapter summarizes recent
developments in the field and provides an accessible overview of the main problems
and positions.
Until recently, discussions of compromise have been largely absent in political theory.
However, political theorists have become increasingly interested in understanding the
practice and justification of compromise in politics. This interest is connected to the
increased concern with pluralism and disagreement. Compromise and Disagreement in
Contemporary Political Theory provides a critical discussion of when and to what extent
compromise is the best response to pluralism and disagreement in democratic decisionmaking and beyond. Christian F. Rostbøll and Theresa Scavenius draw together the
work of ten established and emerging scholars to provide different perspectives on
compromise. Organized into four parts, the book begins by discussing the justification
and limits of compromise. Part 2 discusses the practice of compromise and considers
the ethics required for compromise as well as the institutions that facilitate compromise.
Part 3 focuses on pluralism and connects the topic of compromise to current
discussions in political theory on public reason, political liberalism, and respect for
diversity. Part 4 discusses different challenges to compromise in the context of the
current political environment. The book will be of interest to a wide range of scholars in
the social sciences, philosophy, and law. It will be useful in introducing scholars to a
variety of approaches to compromise and as readings for graduate courses in political
theory and political philosophy, ethics, the history of ideas, and the philosophy of law.
During the past two decades there has been increasing dissatisfaction with established
political categories, on the grounds that they no longer fit many of the facts of
contemporary life, or adequately express many contemporary political ideals. Political
Theory in Transition explores the principal reasons for this dissatisfaction and outlines
some of the most influential responses to it. Key features of this textbook: * covers
many of the important areas in political theory including: Communitarianism; Identity;
Feminism; Liberalism; Citizenship; Democracy; Power; Authority; Legitimacy;
Nationalism; Globalization; and the Environment * includes chapters written by some of
the foremost authorities in the field of political theory * divided into four useful sections,
beginning with the concept of the individual, and progressing to beyond the nationstate.
This volume examines the contribution of 11 contemporary political social theorists to
the understanding of democracy. These theorists play a prominent role in modern
political and philosophical debates.
Yves Charles Zarka shows you how Hobbes established the framework for modern
political thought. Discover the origin of liberalism in the Hobbesian theory of negative
liberty; that Hobbesian interest and contract are essential to contemporary discussions
of the comportment of economic actors; and how state sovereignty returns anew in the
form of the servility of the state. At the same time, Zarka controversially argues against
received readings claiming that Hobbes is a thinker of a state monopoly on legitimate
violence.
Contemporary Political TheoryA ReaderSAGE Publications Limited
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This book rethinks resistance against neoliberalism in the context of the crisis of
Western liberal democracy and the rise of new radical left parties in Europe. Drawing
upon a wide range of methodological approaches in contemporary political and social
theory, it explores how the aftermath of the 2008 financial crisis represents the opening
of possibilities for resistance and examines the structural hurdles facing radical politics
in effectively challenging neoliberalism. The author challenges the dominant
conceptions of democratic politics by critically interrogating the role of liberalism in the
depoliticisation of governing and the neoliberal restructuring of the democratic role of
the state. The trajectory of new radical left parties in Slovenia, Greece and Spain is
used to demonstrate the need to overcome the binary divide between institutional
politics and resistance in radical political theory and practice.
Should democratic politics and religion, political reason and faith be completely
separated from each other, or should they be seen in a relationship of discursive
interaction? The continuous presence of religion in the public sphere has undermined
state-induced attempts to privatise faith, and it has raised anew normative and practical
issues related to the place of religion in a democratic polity, generating spirited political
debates. This textbook: Provides an introduction to, and a critical appraisal of the major
schools of political thought with a focus on the relationship between democracy and
religion. Contains an analysis of different schools: political liberalism, postmodernism,
and Christian thought, analytical and continental political theory. Discusses religion
from the perspective of the emerging field of international political theory. Features
reflections on the question of Islam and Islamism. Include an analysis and appraisal of
the issue of religion in contemporary republican thinking. Deals with the relationship
between democracy and religion from the perspective of two opposing theologians,
representing important theological trends. Teases out the political implications of postmodern thought in a jargon-free manner. This important text will be of great to use to
students of religion and politics in the fields of political and legal theory, and religious
and theological studies.
Since the publication of John Rawls' A Theory of Justice (1971) - followed up by
Political Liberalism (1993) and Justice as Fairness: A Restatement (2001) - discussions
on social justice and redistributive liberalism have taken center stage in contemporary
political theory. This book adds to an enormous body of literature. It does not question
Rawlsian principles, but it does reject the liberal institutions he advocates. A debate is
constructed in which his liberalism is contrasted with a libertarian socialism informed by
the English theorist of guild socialism G.D.H. Cole (1889-1959). These two authors
visualize alternative macro socio-economic schemes. Although they are set within
modern liberal and libertarian socialist frameworks respectively, they share a
commitment to reducing vast inequalities in wealth. Central to the Rawlsian scheme is
the difference principle - that inequalities are only permitted if they benefit the least well
off. Rawls proposes that citizens deliberating without awareness of subjective talents a collective lack of knowledge captured by the Rawlsian term the veil of ignorance - will
be compelled to prioritize a society structured to accommodate this principle to other
systems in which inequalities are allowed to concentrate with lesser degrees of
regulation. This assertion will not be challenged. However, it is shown how the
difference principle will be more easily realized in the left libertarian scheme, in which
the author defends. The argument is that Rawlsian premises point to a more radical
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conclusion than Rawls acknowledges.
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