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The interpretation of the ‘if P then Q’ conditional statement is a central element in most logical systems. It largely
shapes how these logical systems function. It is well known that, although attempts have been made, logical systems are
principally unable to encapsulate how people reason in everyday life. This is mainly due to the discrepancies between the
logical abstractions of the conditional statement and its everyday interpretation. Among other things, this makes it difficult
to design artificial intelligence based on the abstract rules of logic. However, the ancient logicians who ?rst defined the
traditional interpretation of the conditional erroneously took into account more propositions than were actually being
denoted. They characterised the ‘if P (or R) then Q’ relationship in place of the ‘if P then Q’ relationship. In relation to
this, they also committed the error of leaving the context undenoted, which led to an unnatural interpretation of logical
truth and logical necessity. This mistaken interpretation is still predominant today and can also be found in several
mathematical logics, such as in propositional logic, even though mathematical logics were allegedly created
independently of the ancient Greco-Roman logic. Fixing these problems reveals that the correct interpretation of the
conditional statement is the equivalence/biconditional. This equivalent interpretation is interpreted by logicians as one of
the most common everyday fallacies. Yet looking back on how the conditional statement was actually abstracted in the
antiquity, it is evident that people were right and logicians were mistaken. Although the almost 50-year-old experimental
psychological literature on the conditional did not confirm this common everyday tendency towards the biconditional
interpretation, these findings are merely the result of unsystematic research. Running some of the long missing
experiments leads the main experimental tasks to reveal overall the basic biconditional inferences. The approach
presented in this book also resolves such dilemmas as the Wason’s abstract selection task, the paradox of the
conditional statement and the Raven paradox. It is also shown here that the probabilistic interpretation of the conditional
statement is not in conflict with this basic equivalent/biconditional interpretation. The approach is described in this book
as the simplest possible non-monotonic logic, and pragmatic inferences, context effects, counterfactuals, possible world
semantics and psychologism are also discussed. Since the conditional statement is equivalent to the universal affirmative
statement in syllogisms, it is plausible to observe that fixing this same error in syllogisms also makes them compatible
with people's actual inferences. Even the normally ambiguous Euler circles become an excellent tool to depict how this
updated logic functions. Finally, with this new approach, the root of learning processes is inherently embedded into the
logical abstraction of the conditional/universal affirmative statement, and hence, into logic in general. Therefore, this
simple logic, presented in a non-technical way, has the potential to bring both human reasoning and learning under the
umbrella of the same abstract system. This might be beneficial both for formalising psychology and for creating artificial
intelligence.
In this book, Michela Ippolito proposes a compositional semantics for subjunctive (or would) conditionals in English that
accounts for their felicity conditions and the constraints on the satisfaction of their presuppositions by capitalizing on the
occurrence of past tense morphology in both antecedent and consequent clauses. Very little of the extensive literature on
subjunctive conditionals tries to account for the meaning of these sentences compositionally or to relate this meaning to
their linguistic form; this book fills that gap, connecting the different lines of research on conditionals. Ippolito's proposal
will be of interest both to linguists and to philosophers concerned with conditionals and modality more generally. Ippolito
reviews previous analyses of counterfactuals and subjunctive conditionals in the work of David Lewis, Robert Stalnaker,
Angelika Kratzer, and others; considers the contrast between future simple past subjunctive conditionals and future past
perfect subjunctive conditionals; presents a proposal for subjunctive conditionals that addresses puzzles left unsolved by
previous proposals; reviews a number of presupposition triggers showing that they fit the pattern predicted by her
proposal; and discusses an asymmetry between the past and the future among subjunctive conditionals, arguing that the
best account of our linguistic intuitions must include an indeterministic view of the world.
Robert C. Stalnaker presents a set of essays on the structure of inquiry. In the first part he focuses on the concepts of
knowledge, belief, and partial belief, and on the rules and procedures we use - or ought to use - to determine what to
believe, and what to claim that we know. In thesecond part he examines conditional statements and conditional beliefs,
their role in epistemology, and their relations to causal and explanatory concepts, such as dispositions, objective chance,
relations of dependence, and independence. A central concern of the book is the interaction of differentcognitive
perspectives - the ways in which the attitudes of rational agents are or should be influenced by critical reflection on their
present cognitive situation, on their own cognitive situations at other times, and on the cognitive situations of others with
whom they interact.The general picture that is developed is naturalistic, following Hume in rejecting a substantive role for
pure reason in the defense of inductive rules, and in giving causal concepts a central role in the description and
explanation of our cognitive practices. However, Stalnaker rejects the side ofHume that aims to reduce concepts
involving natural necessity to more basic descriptive concepts. Instead, he argues that the development of inductive rules
and practices takes place in interaction with the development of concepts for giving a theoretical description of the world.
Beyond Expressives: Explorations in Use-Conditional Meaning offers empirical and theoretical studies of expressions
whose meaning falls outside the standard realm of truth-conditional semantics. Going beyond examples of expressives,
the contributions acount for the semantics and pragmatics various of use-conditional phenomena.
On the Logic of Ordinary Conditionals offers a formal treatment of the logic of a type of conditional found in natural
speech which differs substantially from the material conditional of propositional logic and from the conditionals afforded
by theories of possible worlds. Conventional and necessary conditionals are studied as well as factual ones.
This is a book on deterministic and stochastic Growth Theory and the computational methods needed to produce
numerical solutions. Exogenous and endogenous growth models are thoroughly reviewed. Special attention is paid to the
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use of these models for fiscal and monetary policy analysis. Modern Business Cycle Theory, the New Keynesian
Macroeconomics, the class of Dynamic Stochastic General Equilibrium models, can be all considered as special cases of
models of economic growth, and they can be analyzed by the theoretical and numerical procedures provided in the
textbook. Analytical discussions are presented in full detail. The book is self contained and it is designed so that the
student advances in the theoretical and the computational issues in parallel. EXCEL and Matlab files are provided on an
accompanying website to illustrate theoretical results as well as to simulate the effects of economic policy interventions.
Psalms 37:4 says, “He will give you the desires of your heart. Sounds good! And automatically our next thought is ‘what
should I desire?’” Yes, such beautiful assurances can come only from our Lord God. He is waiting to fulfill the desires of
our heart. Likewise, there are hundreds of more promises stated in the Bible that our dear Lord will grant us. If only we
know how to claim them! Each promise comes with a condition. As you steer your way through these conditional
promises, you will see the abundance of God’s Love and the bounty that awaits us in the kingdom of heaven. So do not
tarry my friends for the harvest is ready.
The volume brings together a selection of papers from a symposium on Conditionality held in the University of Duisburg
on 25-26 March 1994. Ten years after the Stanford symposium, the Proceedings of which were edited by Traugott et al.
(1986), the area of conditionality is revisited in a synthesis of issues and aspects with insights drawn from the wider
framework of general processes of conceptualisation. One major question is therefore what conceptual categories fall
under conditionality or how far the notion of conditionality can be extended. The volume represents the up-to-date
research on most aspects of conditionality some of which include the relationship between conditionality, hypotheticality
and counterfactuality, polarity, historical perspectives, concessives, the acquisition of conditionals.
The regional workshop, held on 23-24 July 2009 at the Asian Development Bank (ADB), brought together people from ADB, its
developing member countries, partner development agencies, research institutes, and civil society organizations to share their
views and experience on social protection and its modalities, especially the conditional cash transfers (CCTs). The regional
workshop served as a forum for discussing ideas, experiences, and information on social assistance and CCTs.
Conditional Cash Transfer (CCT) programs aim to reduce poverty by making welfare programs conditional upon the receivers'
actions. That is, the government only transfers the money to persons who meet certain criteria. These criteria may include
enrolling children into public schools, getting regular check-ups at the doctor's office, receiving vaccinations, or the like. They have
been hailed as a way of reducing inequality and helping households break out of a vicious cycle whereby poverty is transmitted
from one generation to another. Do these and other claims make sense? Are they supported by the available empirical evidence?
This volume seeks to answer these and other related questions. Specifically, it lays out a conceptual framework for thinking about
the economic rationale for CCTs; it reviews the very rich evidence that has accumulated on CCTs; it discusses how the conceptual
framework and the evidence on impacts should inform the design of CCT programs in practice; and it discusses how CCTs fit in
the context of broader social policies. The authors show that there is considerable evidence that CCTs have improved the lives of
poor people and argue that conditional cash transfers have been an effective way of redistributing income to the poor. They also
recognize that even the best-designed and managed CCT cannot fulfill all of the needs of a comprehensive social protection
system. They therefore need to be complemented with other interventions, such as workfare or employment programs, and social
pensions.
Edited by a leading exponent of the school, this book offers--in the words of the movement's founders--logical positivism's
revolutionary theories on meaning and metaphysics, the nature of logic and mathematics, the foundations of knowledge, the
content of psychological propositions, ethics, sociology, and the nature of philosophy itself.
Given the success of conditional cash transfer programs elsewhere, in 2010 the Government of Tanzania launched a pilot
conditional cash transfer program in three districts. The program used a model that relied on communities to target beneficiaries,
monitor conditions, and deliver payments. The aim was to understand whether such a program could improve outcomes for the
poor in the way more centrally administered conditional cash transfer programs have in other contexts. The program provided
cash payments to poor households, conditional on their compliance with certain health and education requirements aimed at
children and the elderly. Because resources were scarce, the government randomly selected 40 out of 80 eligible villages to
receive the pilot program. Households in participating and comparison villages were broadly comparable at baseline.
The book examines conditionals in the Greek Pentateuch from the point of view of the study of translation syntax. It takes seriously
into account the double character of Septuagintal Greek, both as a translation from Hebrew and as vernacular Greek.
Methodologically, the underlying Hebrew is taken as the point of departure in close comparison with the resultant translation, with
the purpose of examining major features in the translators? handling of this complex construction. These include the rendering of
verbal and non-verbal forms in the protasis and apodosis, the question of sense-division between the two constituent clauses, the
influence of genre or discourse type and interference from the underlying form or structure. Detailed analyses of the resultant
translation displays features that are natural Greek, on the one hand, and features that betray the character of "translationlanguage", on the other hand, owing to interference from the source text. The latter manifests itself most conspicuously in
renderings that are ungrammatical or unnatural, and, in a more subtle way, through equivalents which are grammatically
acceptable but occur with a strikingly high frequency in the Septuagint as compared with original Greek compositions
contemporary with the Septuagint.
Like many other people, the long tradition about hell has been a source of serious confusion and distress for me. Over the past six
years or so I was relieved to discover two other alternatives that are also part of the Christian tradition, though less
prominent--universalism and the subject of the present book, conditional immortality. Universalism--that everyone would eventually
be saved--did not, in the final analysis, seem to really come to grips with the overwhelming scriptural testimony that some kind of
radical fateful decision is possible to people. Conditional immortality--that people who absolutely refuse God's plan for them will be
taken out of existence--seems to me the best scriptural understanding of what the Lord meant by "losing one's soul"--not
everlasting punishment but the withdrawal of existence. This book is an attempt to explain this theological theory. It is not
presented as a definite dogma or teaching of the church, but as one of the possible results of a persistent and irrevocable decision
against God.
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First Published in 2004. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
Conditionals, Paradox, and Probability comprises fifteen original essays on themes from the work of Dorothy Edgington, the first
woman to hold a chair in philosophy at Oxford. Eminent contributors from philosophy and linguistics discuss a range of topics
including conditionals, vagueness, knowledge, reasoning, and probability.

This book is an extremely detailed and comprehensive examination of conditional sentences in English, using many
examples from actual language-use. The syntax and semantics of conditionals (including tense and mood options) and
the functions of conditionals in discourse are examined in depth, producing an all-round linguistic view of the subject
which contains a wealth of original observations and analyses. Not only linguists specializing in grammar but also those
interested in pragmatics and the philosophy of language will find this book a rewarding and illuminating source.
Conditionals are fascinating and versatile objects of knowledge representation. On the one hand, they may express rules
in a very general sense, representing, for example, plausible relationships, physical laws, and social norms. On the other
hand, as default rules or general implications, they constitute a basic tool for reasoning, even in the presence of
uncertainty. In this sense, conditionals are intimately connected both to information and inference. Due to their nonBoolean nature, however, conditionals are not easily dealt with. They are not simply true or false — rather, a conditional
“if A then B” provides a context, A, for B to be plausible (or true) and must not be confused with “A entails B” or with the
material implication “not A or B.” This ill- trates how conditionals represent information, understood in its strict sense as
reduction of uncertainty. To learn that, in the context A, the proposition B is plausible, may reduce uncertainty about B
and hence is information. The ab- ity to predict such conditioned propositions is knowledge and as such (earlier) acquired
information. The ?rst work on conditional objects dates back to Boole in the 19th c- tury, and the interest in conditionals
was revived in the second half of the 20th century, when the emerging Arti?cial Intelligence made claims for appropriate
formaltoolstohandle“generalizedrules.”Sincethen,conditionalshavebeenthe topic of countless publications, each
emphasizing their relevance for knowledge representation, plausible reasoning, nonmonotonic inference, and belief
revision.
In response to unanswered difficulties in the generalized case of conditional expectation and to treat the topic in a welldeservedly thorough manner, M.M. Rao gave us the highly successful first edition of Conditional Measures and
Applications. Until this groundbreaking work, conditional probability was relegated to scattered journal articles and
Loving your child is not necessarily part of human nature and should not be taken for granted. Parental feelings are
dependent upon our preconceptions of a child's appearance. Nevertheless, this cultural notion has been powerfully
constituted as a "natural" part of the social myth of bonding. It is this myth that the author sets to expose by presenting
data on parents' behavior toward 1,450 children in 3 major hospitals in Israel over a period of six years. Meira Weiss
shows that 68.4% of the appearance-impaired newborns were abandoned by their parents, whereas 93% of the
newborns suffering from internal defects--even severe ones--were "adopted." She also describes patterns of seclusion,
neglect, and abuse such appearance-impaired children were subjected to at home. Both the rich ethnography and the
lucid analysis contained in this book offer unique theoretical insights and social implications that should not be missed by
anyone interested in the pragmatics of parenthood and the social and psychological aspects of the body.
The conditional, if...then, is probably the most important term in natural language and forms the core of systems of logic
and mental representation. Cognition and Conditionals is the first volume for over 20 years (On Conditionals, 1986, CUP)
that brings together recent developments in the cognitive science and psychology of conditional reasoning. Over the last
10 to 15 years, research on conditionals has come to dominate the psychology of reasoning providing arich seam of
results that have created new theoretical possibilities. This book shows how these developments have led researchers to
view people's conditional reasoning behaviour more as succesful probabilistic reasoning rather than as errorful logical
reasoning. Cognition and Conditionalswill be a valuable resource for cognitive scientists, psychologists and philosophers
interested how people actually reason with conditionals.
Dense living conditions in Hong Kong do not provide much privacy for lesbians and other sexual minorities living with
their families. As a result, lesbians often locate alternative spaces to develop support networks with other women. Others
reject the notion of lesbian spaces and instead assert their visibility in different aspects of everyday life. Based on life
history interviews with several dozen lesbians living in Hong Kong, this book maps the complex relations between
personal subjectivities and spatialities as they emerge and interact with various social justice movements and alternative
communities. Denise Tse-shang Tangis an assistant professor of sociology at the University of Hong Kong.
A comprehensive foundation course for beginning students of written and spoken Modern Standard Arabic (MSA).
Conditional reasoning is reasoning that involves statements of the sort If A (Antecedent) then C (Consequent). This type
of reasoning is ubiquitous; everyone engages in it. Indeed, the ability to do so may be considered a defining human
characteristic. Without this ability, human cognition would be greatly impoverished. "What-if" thinking could not occur.
There would be no retrospective efforts to understand history by imagining how it could have taken a different course.
Decisions that take possible contingencies into account could not be made; there could be no attempts to influence the
future by selecting actions on the basis of their expected effects. Despite the commonness and importance of conditional
reasoning and the considerable attention it has received from scholars, it remains the subject of much continuing debate.
Unsettled questions, both normative and empirical, continue to be asked. What constitutes normative conditional
reasoning? How do people engage in it? Does what people do match what would be expected of a rational agent with the
abilities and limitations of human beings? If not, how does it deviate and how might people's ability to engage in it be
improved? This book reviews the work of prominent psychologists and philosophers on conditional reasoning. It
describes empirical research on how people deal with conditional arguments and on how conditional statements are used
and interpreted in everyday communication. It examines philosophical and theoretical treatments of the mental processes
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that support conditional reasoning. Its extensive coverage of the subject makes it an ideal resource for students,
teachers, and researchers with a focus on cognition across disciplines.
First Published in 1999. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
Contains a version of the author's PhD dissertation and focuses on proof methods and theorem proving for conditional and
preferential logics. This book introduces proof methods (sequent and tableau calculi) for conditional and preferential logics, as well
as theorem provers obtained by implementing the proposed calculi.
This thesis investigates using a new graphical model, hidden conditional random ?elds (HCRFs), for speech recognition.
Conditional random ?elds (CRFs) are discriminative sequence models that have been successfully applied to several tasks in text
processing, such as named entity recognition. Recently, there has been increasing interest in applying CRFs to speech recognition
due to the similarity between speech and text processing. HCRFs are CRFs augmented with hidden variables that are capable of
representing the dynamic changes and variations in speech signals. HCRFs also have the ability to incorporate correlated features
from both speech signals and text without making strong independence assumptions among them. This thesis presents my current
research on applying HCRFs to speech recognition and HCRFs' potential to replace the current hidden Markov model (HMM) for
acoustic modeling. Experimental results of phone classi?cation, phone recognition, and speaker adaptation are presented and
discussed. Our monophone HCRFs outperform both maximum mutual information estimation (MMIE) and minimum phone error
(MPE) trained HMMs and achieve the-start-of-the-art performance in TIMIT phone classi?cation and recognition tasks. We also
show how to jointly train acoustic models and language models in HCRFs, which shows improvement in the results. Maximum a
posterior (MAP) and maximum conditional likelihood linear regression (MCLLR) successfully adapt speaker-independent models
to speaker-dependent models with a small amount of adaptation data for HCRF speaker adaptation. Finally, we explore adding
gender and dialect features for phone recognition, and experimental results are presented.
This book presents throroughly revised full versions of the 21 papers accepted for the Fourth International Workshop on
Conditional and Typed Rewriting Systems, CTRS-94, held in conjunction with ICALP '94 in Jerusalem, Israel, in July 1994. The
volume reports the research advances in the area of rewriting in general achieved since the predecessor workshop held in July
1992. Among the topics addressed are conditional term rewriting, typed systems, higher-order rewriting, graph rewriting,
combinator-based languages, and constrained rewriting.
Conditional cash transfer programs (CCTs)—cash grants to poor families that are conditional on their participation in education,
health, and nutrition services—have become a vital part of poverty reduction strategies in many countries, particularly in Latin
America. In Conditional Cash Transfers in Latin America, the contributors analyze and synthesize evidence from case studies of
CCTs in Brazil, Honduras, Mexico, and Nicaragua. The studies examine many aspects of CCTs, including the trends in
development and political economy that fostered interest in them; their costs; their impacts on education, health, nutrition, and food
consumption; and how CCT programs affect social relations shaped by gender, culture, and community. Throughout, the authors
identify the strengths and weaknesses of CCTs and offer guidelines to those who design them.
A unified treatment of conditionals based on epistemological principles rather than the semantical principles in vogue over recent
decades. This book by distinguished philosopher Nicholas Rescher seeks to clarify the idea of what a conditional says by
elucidating the information that is normally transmitted by its utterance. The result is a unified treatment of conditionals based on
epistemological principles rather than the semantical principles in vogue over recent decades. This approach, argues Rescher,
makes it easier to understand how conditionals actually function in our thought and discourse. In its concern with what language
theorists call pragmatics—the study of the norms and principles governing our use of language in conveying
information—Conditionals steps beyond the limits of logic as traditionally understood and moves into the realm claimed by theorists
of artificial intelligence as they try to simulate our actual information-processing practices. The book's treatment of counterfactuals
essentially revives an epistemological approach proposed by F. P. Ramsey in the 1920s and developed by Rescher himself in the
1960s but since overshadowed by the now-dominant possible-worlds approach. Rescher argues that the increasingly evident
liabilities of the possible-worlds strategy make a reappraisal of the older style of analysis both timely and desirable. As the book
makes clear, an epistemological approach demonstrates that counterfactual reasoning, unlike inductive inference, is not a matter
of abstract reasoning alone but one of good judgment and common sense.
This book explores Conditional Cash Transfers programs within the context of education policy over the past several decades.
Conditional Cash Transfer programs (CCTs) provide cash to poor families upon the fulfillment of conditions related to the
education and health of their children. Even though CCTs aim to improve educational attainment, it is not clear whether
Departments or Ministries of Education have internalized CCTs into their own sets of policies and whether that has had an impact
on the quality of education being offered to low income students. Equally intriguing is the question of how conditional cash transfer
programs have been politically sustained in so many countries, some of them having existed for over ten years. In order to explore
that, this book will build upon a comparative study of three programs across the Americas: Opportunity NYC, Subsidios
Condicionados a la Asistencia Escolar (Bogota, Colombia), and Bolsa Famila (Brazil). The book presents a detailed and nonofficial account on the NYC and Bogota programs and will analyze CCTs from both a political and education policy perspective.
Efforts to visualize multivariate densities necessarily involve the use of cross-sections, or, equivalently, conditional densities. This
book focuses on distributions that are completely specified in terms of conditional densities. They are appropriately used in any
modeling situation where conditional information is completely or partially available. All statistical researchers seeking more
flexible models than those provided by classical models will find conditionally specified distributions of interest.
Conditional Measures and ApplicationsCRC Press
The Ethics of Conditional Confidentiality: A Practice Model for Mental Health Professionals is a guidebook designed to help therapists and
other mental health professionals navigate the ethical and legal maze surrounding confidentiality.
This book describes conditional games, a form of game theory that accommodates multiple stakeholder decision-making scenarios where
cooperation and negotiation are significant issues and where notions of concordant group behavior are important. The book extends the
concept of a preference ordering that permits stakeholders to modulate their preferences as functions of the preferences of others.
This book develops in detail the simple idea that assertion is the expression of belief. In it the author puts forward a version of 'probabilistic
semantics' which acknowledges that we are not perfectly rational, and which offers a significant advance in generality on theories of meaning
couched in terms of truth conditions. It promises to challenge a number of entrenched and widespread views about the relations of language
and mind. Part I presents a functionalist account of belief, worked through a modified form of decision theory. In Part II the author generates a
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theory of meaning in terms of 'assertibility conditions', whereby to know the meaning of an assertion is to know the belief it expresses.
Addresses central questions concerning conditionals by combining the methods of formal epistemology with those of cognitive psychology.
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