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The concept of “chaos”, and chaos theory, though it is a field of study specifically in the field of mathematics with applications in physics,
engineering, economics, management, and education, has also recently taken root in the social sciences. As a method of analyzing the way
in which the digital age has connected society more than ever, chaos and complexity theory serves as a tactic to tie world events and cope
with the information overload that is associated with heightened social connectivity. The Handbook of Research on Chaos and Complexity
Theory in the Social Sciences explores the theories of chaos and complexity as applied to a variety of disciplines including political science,
organizational and management science, economics, and education. Presenting diverse research-based perspectives on mathematical
patterns in the world system, this publication is an essential reference source for scholars, researchers, mathematicians, social theorists, and
graduate-level students in a variety of disciplines.
India has a long, rich, and diverse tradition of philosophical thought, spanning some two and a half millennia and encompassing several major
religious traditions. This Very Short Introduction emphasizes the diversity of Indian thought, and is structured around six schools which have
achieved classic status. Sue Hamilton explores how the traditions have attempted to understand the nature of reality in terms of an inner or
spiritual quest, and introduces distinctively Indian concepts such as karma and rebirth. She also shows how Indian thinkers have understood
issues of reality and knowledge — issues which are also an important part of the Western philosophical tradition. ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
A pioneering, original work of synthesis that traces modern ideas about systems science and sustainable living back to Classical antiquity.
Oportuna é a edição deste Complexidade aplicada à economia de Alberto Ajzental, dado que não há, no mercado nacional e mesmo em
língua portuguesa, uma introdução tão vasta, abrangente e completa ao tema. Assemelha-se ao simpático Complexity: a very short
introduction (John H. Holland, 2014), da coleção Very Short Introduction editada pela Oxford University Press. Contudo, com relação ao
primeiro - que se dedica à complexidade como um todo e em economia também -, o livro aqui, praticamente um manual, agora publicado
pela Editora FGV , é mais completo. A obra apresenta a fronteira atual da teoria econômica nessa área e o leitor pode ler o livro de diversas
formas, por capítulos ou simplesmente por temas, sem perder muito do conteúdo.
The Oxford Handbook of Cyber Security presents forty-eight chapters examining the technological, economic, commercial, and strategic
aspects of cyber security, including studies at the international, regional, amd national level.
This book examines volatility, uncertainty, complexity and ambiguity (VUCA) and addresses the need for broader knowledge and application
of new concepts and frameworks to deal with unpredictable and rapid changing situations. The premises of VUCA can shape all aspects of
an organization. To cover all areas, the book is divided into six sections. Section 1 acts as an introduction to VUCA and complexity. It reviews
ways to manage complexity, while providing examples for tools and approaches that can be applied. The main focus of Section 2 is on
leadership, strategy and planning. The chapters in this section create new approaches to handle VUCA environments pertaining to these
areas including using the Tetralemma logics, tools from systemic structural constellation (SySt) approach of psychotherapy and
organizational development, to provide new ideas for the management of large strategic programs in organizations. Section 3 considers how
marketing and sales are affected by VUCA, from social media’s influence to customer value management. Operations and cost management
are highlighted in Section 4. This section covers VUCA challenges within global supply chains and decision-oriented controlling. In Section 5
organizational structure and process management are showcased, while Section 6 is dedicated to addressing the effects of VUCA in IT,
technology and data management. The VUCA forces present businesses with the need to move from linear modes of thought to problem
solving with synthetic and simultaneous thinking. This book should help to provide some starting points and ideas to deal with the next era. It
should not be understood as the end of the road, but as the beginning of a journey exploring and developing new concepts for a new way of
management.
Written by Ernst Hirsch Ballin, this original Advanced Introduction uncovers the foundations of legal research methods, an area of legal
scholarship distinctly lacking in standardisation. The author shows how such methods differ along critical, empirical, and fundamental lines,
and how our understanding of these is crucial to overcoming crises and restoring trust in the law. Key topics include a consideration of law as
a normative language and an examination of the common objects of legal research.
Complex Systems and Computation in Public Health Sciences is the first comprehensive book in population health science that meaningfully
integrates complex systems theory, methodology, modeling, computational simulation, and real-world applications while incorporating current
population health perspectives.

This book contains the proceedings as well as invited papers for the first annual conference of the UNESCO Unitwin Complex
System Digital Campus (CSDC), which is an international initiative gathering 120 Universities on four continents, and structured in
ten E-Departments. First Complex Systems Digital Campus World E-Conference 2015 features chapters from the latest research
results on theoretical questions of complex systems and their experimental domains. The content contained bridges the gap
between the individual and the collective within complex systems science and new integrative sciences on topics such as: genes
to organisms to ecosystems, atoms to materials to products, and digital media to the Internet. The conference breaks new ground
through a dedicated video-conferencing system – a concept at the heart of the international UNESCO UniTwin, embracing
scientists from low-income and distant countries. This book promotes an integrated system of research, education, and training. It
also aims at contributing to global development by taking into account its social, economic, and cultural dimensions. First Complex
Systems Digital Campus World E-Conference 2015 will appeal to students and researchers working in the fields of complex
systems, statistical physics, computational intelligence, and biological physics.
This comprehensive Handbook shows how Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA), an important decision support tool for
strategies, policies, plans and programmes, is applied globally. It reflects on SEA practices and the advancements made over the
past three decades in the development of SEA.
Narratology has been flourishing in recent years thanks to investigations into a broad spectrum of narratives, at the same time
diversifying its theoretical and disciplinary scope as it has sought to specify the status of narrative within both society and scientific
research. The diverse endeavors engendered by this situation have brought narrative to the forefront of the social and human
sciences and have generated new synergies in the research environment. Emerging Vectors of Narratology brings together 27
state-of-the-art contributions by an international panel of authors that provide insight into the wealth of new developments in the
field. The book consists of two sections. "Contexts" includes articles that reframe and refine such topics as the implied author,
narrative causation and transmedial forms of narrative; it also investigates various historical and cultural aspects of narrative from
the narratological perspective. "Openings" expands on these and other questions by addressing the narrative turn, cognitive
issues, narrative complexity and metatheoretical matters. The book is intended for narratologists as well as for readers in the
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social and human sciences for whom narrative has become a crucial matrix of inquiry.
ComplexityA Very Short IntroductionOxford University Press, USA
In this Very Short Introduction, John Holland presents an introduction to the science of complexity. Using examples from biology
and economics, he shows how complexity science models the behaviour of complex systems.
This book focuses on software architecture and the value of architecture in the development of long-lived, mission-critical,
trustworthy software-systems. The author introduces and demonstrates the powerful strategy of “Managed Evolution,” along with
the engineering best practice known as “Principle-based Architecting.” The book examines in detail architecture principles for e.g.,
Business Value, Changeability, Resilience, and Dependability. The author argues that the software development community has a
strong responsibility to produce and operate useful, dependable, and trustworthy software. Software should at the same time
provide business value and guarantee many quality-of-service properties, including security, safety, performance, and integrity. As
Dr. Furrer states, “Producing dependable software is a balancing act between investing in the implementation of business
functionality and investing in the quality-of-service properties of the software-systems.” The book presents extensive coverage of
such concepts as: Principle-Based Architecting Managed Evolution Strategy The Future Principles for Business Value Legacy
Software Modernization/Migration Architecture Principles for Changeability Architecture Principles for Resilience Architecture
Principles for Dependability The text is supplemented with numerous figures, tables, examples and illustrative quotations. FutureProof Software-Systems provides a set of good engineering practices, devised for integration into most software development
processes dedicated to the creation of software-systems that incorporate Managed Evolution.
?This book emerged out of international conferences organized as part of the AAAI Fall Symposia series, and the Swarmfest 2017
conference. It brings together researchers from diverse fields studying these complex systems using CAS and agent-based
modeling tools and techniques. In the past, the knowledge gained in each domain has largely remained exclusive to that domain.
By bringing together scholars who study these phenomena, the book takes knowledge from one domain to provide insight into
others. Most interesting phenomena in natural and social systems include constant transitions and oscillations among their various
phases – wars, companies, societies, markets, and humans rarely stay in a stable, predictable state for long. Randomness, power
laws, and human behavior ensure that the future is both unknown and challenging. How do events unfold? When do they take
hold? Why do some initial events cause an avalanche while others do not? What characterizes these events? What are the
thresholds that differentiate a sea change from a non-event? Complex adaptive systems (CAS) have proven to be a powerful tool
for exploring these and other related phenomena. The authors characterize a general CAS model as having a large number of selfsimilar agents that: 1) utilize one or more levels of feedback; 2) exhibit emergent properties and self-organization; and 3) produce
non-linear dynamic behavior. Advances in modeling and computing technology have led not only to a deeper understanding of
complex systems in many areas, but they have also raised the possibility that similar fundamental principles may be at work
across these systems, even though the underlying principles may manifest themselves differently.
Brings together the research programs and findings of the twenty-four psychological scientists most cited in major textbooks on
creativity.
The world has become increasingly networked and unpredictable. Decision makers at all levels are required to manage the consequences of
complexity every day. They must deal with problems that arise unexpectedly, generate uncertainty, are characterised by interconnectivity,
and spread across traditional boundaries. Simple solutions to complex problems are usually inadequate and risk exacerbating the original
issues. Leaders of international bodies such as the UN, OECD, UNESCO and WHO — and of major business, public sector, charitable, and
professional organizations — have all declared that systems thinking is an essential leadership skill for managing the complexity of the
economic, social and environmental issues that confront decision makers. Systems thinking must be implemented more generally, and on a
wider scale, to address these issues. An evaluation of different systems methodologies suggests that they concentrate on different aspects of
complexity. To be in the best position to deal with complexity, decision makers must understand the strengths and weaknesses of the various
approaches and learn how to employ them in combination. This is called critical systems thinking. Making use of over 25 case studies, the
book offers an account of the development of systems thinking and of major efforts to apply the approach in real-world interventions. Further,
it encourages the widespread use of critical systems practice as a means of ensuring responsible leadership in a complex world. Comments
on a previous version of the book: Russ Ackoff: ‘the book is the best overview of the field I have seen’ JP van Gigch: ‘Jackson does a
masterful job. The book is lucid ...well written and eminently readable’ Professional Manager (Journal of the Chartered Management
Institute): ‘Provides an excellent guide and introduction to systems thinking for students of management’
Networks are involved in many aspects of everyday life, from food webs in ecology and the spread of pandemics to social networking and
public transport. This Very Short Introduction explores the basics of network theory to understand the science of complexity and its
importance, using examples from nature, technology, and society, and history.
Systems, cybernetics, control, and automation (SCCA) are four interrelated and overlapping scientific and technological fields that have
contributed substantially to the development, growth, and progress of human society. A large number of models, methods, and tools were
developed that assure high efficiency of SCCA applied to practical situations. The real-life applications of SCCA encompass a wide range of
man-made or biological systems, including transportations, power generation, chemical industry, robotics, manufacturing, cybernetics
organisms (cyborgs), aviation, economic systems, enterprise, systems, medical/health systems, environmental applications, and so on. The
SCCA fields exhibit strong influences on society and rise, during their use and application, many ethical concerns and dilemmas. This book
provides a consolidated and concise overview of SCCA, in a single volume for the first time, focusing on ontological, epistemological, social
impact, ethical, and general philosophical issues. It is appropriate for use in engineering courses as a convenient tutorial source providing
fundamental conceptual and educational material on these issues, or for independent reading by students and scientists. Included in the book
is: Background material on philosophy and systems theoryMajor ontological, epistemological, societal and ethical/philosophical aspects of the
four fields that are considered in the bookOver 400 references and a list of 130 additional books in the relevant fields Over 100 colored
photos and 70 line figures that illustrate the text
This is the first volume of publications on recent developments in innovation management within the newly established series edited by
Kempten University of Applied Science and published by Deutsches Institut für Ideen- und Innovationsmanagement, the German institute for
idea and innovation management. The authors are Master students enrolled in the Master programme "Global Business Development". The
papers cover a wide range of different approaches to highlight how management theory responds to the contingencies of an increasing
complex and volatile business environment.
Modern statistics is very different from the dry and dusty discipline of the popular imagination. In its place is an exciting subject which uses
deep theory and powerful software tools to shed light and enable understanding. And it sheds this light on all aspects of our lives, enabling
astronomers to explore the origins of the universe, archaeologists to investigate ancient civilisations, governments to understand how to
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benefit and improve society, and businesses to learn how best to provide goods and services. Aimed at readers with no prior mathematical
knowledge, this Very Short Introduction explores and explains how statistics work, and how we can decipher them. ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Gandhi (1869-1948) was one of the few men in history to fight simultaneously on moral, religious, political, social, economic, and cultural
fronts. During his time as a lawyer in South Africa he developed his strategy of non-violence: the idea of opposing unjust laws by non-violent
protest, which he made the basis of his successful struggle against British rule in India. In this Very Short Introduction to Gandhi's life and
thought, Bhikhu Parekh outlines both Gandhi's major philosophical insights and the limitations of his thought. He looks at Gandhi's
cosmocentric anthropology, his spiritual view of politics, his unique form of liberal communitarianism, and his theories of oppression, nonviolent action, and active citizenship. He also considers how the success of Gandhi's principles was limited by his lack of coherent theories of
evil, and of state and power, and how his hostility to modern civilization impeded his appreciation of its complexity. Gandhi's life and thought
has had an enormous impact both within and outside India, and he continues to be widely revered, as one of the greatest moral and political
leaders of the twentieth century. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
The variety in contemporary philosophical and aesthetic thinking as well as in scientific and experimental research on complexity has not yet
been fully adopted by narratology. By integrating cutting-edge approaches, this volume takes a step toward filling this gap and establishing
interdisciplinary narrative research on complexity. Narrative Complexity provides a framework for a more complex and nuanced study of
narrative and explores the experience of narrative complexity in terms of cognitive processing, affect, and mind and body engagement.
Bringing together leading international scholars from a range of disciplines, this volume combines analytical effort and conceptual insight in
order to relate more effectively our theories of narrative representation and complexities of intelligent behavior. This collection engages
important questions on how narrative complexity functions as an agent of cultural evolution, how our understanding of narrative complexity
can be extended in light of new research in the social sciences and humanities, how interactive media produce new types of narrative
complexity, and how the role of embodiment as a factor of narrative complexity acquires prominence in cognitive science and media studies.
The contributors explore narrative complexity transmitted through various semiotic channels, embedded in multiple contexts, and experienced
across different media, including film, comics, music, interactive apps, audiowalks, and ambient literature.
Canada is not one nation, but three: English Canada, Quebec, and First Nations. Yet as a country Canada is very successful, in part because
it maintains national diversity through bilingualism, multiculturalism, and federalism. Alongside this contemporary openness Canada also has
its own history to contend with; with a legacy of broken treaties and residential schools for its Indigenous peoples, making reconciliation
between Canada and First Nations an ongoing journey, not a destination. Drawing on history, politics, and literature, this Very Short
Introduction starts at the end of the last ice age, when the melting of the ice sheets opened the northern half of North America to Indigenous
peoples, and covers up to today's anthropogenic climate change, and Canada's climate politics. Donald Wright emphasizes Canada's
complexity and diversity as well as its different identities and its commitment to rights, and explores its historical relationship to Great Britain,
and its ongoing relationship with the United States. Finally, he examines Canada's northern realities and its northern identities. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Environmental law is the law concerned with environmental problems. It is a vast area of law that operates from the local to the
global, involving a range of different legal and regulatory techniques. In theory, environmental protection is a no brainer. Few
people would actively argue forpollution or environmental destruction. Ensuring a clean environment is ethically desirable, and also
sensible from a purely self-interested perspective. Yet, in practice, environmental law is a messy and complex business fraught
with conflict. Whilst environmental law is often characterized inoverly simplistic terms, with a law being seen as be a magic wand
that solves an environmental problem, the reality is that creating and maintaining a body of laws to address and avoid problems is
not easy, and involves legislators, courts, regulators and communities. This Very Short Introduction provides an overview of the
main features of environmental law, and discusses how environmental law deals with multiple interests, socio-political conflicts,
and the limits of knowledge about the environment. Showing how interdependent societies across the world havedeveloped robust
and legitimate bodies of law to address environmental problems, Elizabeth Fisher discusses some of the major issues involved in
environmental law's: nation statehood, power, the reframing role of law, the need to ensure real environmental improvements, and
environmental justice. AsFisher explains, environmental law is, and will always be, necessary but inherently controversial. ABOUT
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, andenthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
This book focuses on the topic of the multiple-stakeholders that comprise the education community across the P-20 continuum. In
various ways and forms, the authors of the chapters found within this book promote the importance of engaging with the diverse
array of stakeholders in order to truly improve education in an increasingly interconnected world. The book itself is divided into two
major arcs, the first of which covers community relations and stakeholder engagement in P-12 schools, while the second
addresses those same issues in higher education. When one considers the activities that take place within education institutions,
there is a realization that they are influenced and driven by much more than just the educators and administrators who occupy the
schools. In the editors’ own work, (e.g., see Tran & Bon, 2016), the importance of the inclusion of the viewpoints and inputs of
multiple-stakeholders in school decisions when appropriate has been consistently argued, given that the school is considered by
many to be a social and communal environment. To address these issues, in this text, this book is lucky to have a collection of
peer-reviewed writing that explore various aspects of how multiple-stakeholder input can be used to improve school decisions.
One of the most powerful frameworks for understanding human behaviour is evolutionary psychology. Evolutionary psychology
takes the view that the brain, just like any other part of our body such as teeth or hands, has been shaped by the processes of
natural and sexual selection. How we think,and the way we use logic or assess problems, has its roots in behaviour which enabled
our ancestors to survive and reproduce successfully. Using this perspective, the divide between nature and nurture evaporates, as
humans are shown to be the product of their genes and biology, as well as theirenvironment, social groups, and families.In this
Very Short Introduction Maryanne Fisher show how examining the historic lives of our ancestors can provide insight into of our
modern psychology, especially when we add data from modern-day hunter-gatherer societies, comparative studies on the great
Page 3/5

Access Free Complexity A Very Short Introduction Very Short Introductions
apes, and the fossil record. Surprisingly,alongside these traditional data sources, evolutionary psychology can also use surveys
from university students, romance novels, and even patterns in online shopping behaviour. Throughout, Maryanne Fisher
discusses how drawing together this diverse data allows us to understand the complexity ofhumans in a powerful mannerABOUT
THE SERIES:The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to makeinteresting and challenging topics highly readable.
As a giant of 20th century history, Mao Zedong played many roles: peasant revolutionary, patriotic leader against the Japanese
occupation, Marxist theoretician, modernizer, and visionary despot. This Very Short Introduction chronicles Mao's journey from
peasant child to ruler of the most populous nation on Earth. He was a founder of both the Chinese Communist Party and the Red
Army, and for many years he fought on two fronts, for control of the Party and in an armed struggle for the Party's control of the
country. His revolution unified China and began its rise to world power status. He was the architect of the Great Leap Forward that
he hoped would make China both prosperous and egalitarian, but instead ended in economic disaster resulting in millions of
deaths. It was Mao's growing suspicion of his fellow leaders that led him to launch the Cultural Revolution, and his last years were
dogged by ill-health and his despairing attempts to find a successor whom he trusted. Delia Davin provides an invaluable
introduction to Mao, showing him in all his complexity; ruthless, brutal, and ambitious, a man of enormous talent and perception,
yet a leader who is still detested by some and venerated by others. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series
from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect
way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
"The conflict between Palestine and Israel is one of the most highly publicized and bitter struggles of modern times, a dangerous
tinderbox always poised to set the Middle East aflame, and to draw the United States into the fire. In this volume the author
illuminates the history of the problem, reducing it to its very essence. He explores the Palestinian-Israeli dispute in twenty-year
segments, to highlight the historical complexity of the conflict throughout successive decades. Each chapter starts with an
examination of the relationships among people and events that marked particular years as historical stepping stones in the
evolution of the conflict, including the 1897 Basel Congress, the 1917 Balfour Declaration and British occupation of Palestine, and
the 1947 U.N. Partition Plan and the war for Palestine. Providing an exploration of the main issues, the author explores not only
the historical basis of the conflict, but also looks at how and why partition has been so difficult and how efforts to restore peace
continue today"--OCLC
Over the past sixty years, the spectacular growth of the technologies associated with the computer is visible for all to see and
experience. Yet, the science underpinning this technology is less visible and little understood outside the professional computer
science community. As a scientific discipline, computer science stands alongside the likes of molecular biology and cognitive
science as one of the most significant new sciences of the post Second World War era. In this Very Short Introduction, Subrata
Dasgupta sheds light on these lesser known areas and considers the conceptual basis of computer science. Discussing
algorithms, programming, and sequential and parallel processing, he considers emerging modern ideas such as biological
computing and cognitive modelling, challenging the idea of computer science as a science of the artificial. ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
This book makes a unique and timely contribution to world/global historical studies and related fields. It places essential world
historical frameworks by top scholars in the field today in clear, direct relation to and conversation with one other, offering them
opportunity to enrich, elucidate and, at times, challenge one another. It thereby aims to: (1) offer world historians opportunity to
critically reflect upon and refine their essential interpretational frameworks, (2) facilitate more effective and nuanced teaching and
learning in and beyond the classroom, (3) provide accessible world historical contexts for specialized areas of historical as well as
other fields of research in the humanities, social sciences and sciences, and (4) promote comparative historiographical critique
which (a) helps identify continuing research questions for the field of world history in particular, as well as (b) further global peace
and dialogue in relation to varying views of our ever-increasingly interconnected, interdependent, multicultural, and globalized
world and its shared though diverse and sometimes contested history.
Economic archaeology and ancient economic history have boomed the past decades. The former thanks to greatly enhanced
techniques to identify, collect, and interpret material remains as proxies for economic interactions and performance; the latter by
embracing the frameworks of new institutional economics. Both disciplines, however, still have great difficulty talking with each
other. There is no reliable method to convert ancient proxy-data into the economic indicators used in economic history. In turn, the
shared cultural belief-systems underlying institutions and the symbolic ways in which these are reproduced remain invisible in the
material record. This book explores ways to bring both disciplines closer together by building a theoretical and methodological
framework to evaluate and integrate archaeological proxy-data in economic history research. Rather than the linear interpretations
offered by neoclassical or neomalthusian models, we argue that complexity economics, based on system theory, offers a
promising way forward.
Coral reefs are among the most biodiverse of ecosystems. Here, Charles Sheppard tells the fascinating story of how and where coral reefs
are formed and the variety of marine life they support. He highlights the severe threats they face due to climate change, pollution, and overexploitation, and the ongoing conservation efforts to save them.
The words, phrases, and stories of the New Testament permeate the English language. Indeed, this relatively small group of twenty-seven
works, written during the height of the Roman Empire, not only helped create and sustain a vast world religion, but also have been integral to
the larger cultural dynamics of the West, above and beyond particular religious expressions. Looking at the New Testament through the lens
of literary study, Kyle Keefer offers an engrossing exploration of this revered religious text as a work of literature, but also keeps in focus its
theological ramifications. Unique among books that examine the Bible as literature, this brilliantly compact introduction offers an intriguing
double-edged look at this universal text--a religiously informed literary analysis. The book first explores the major sections of the New
Testament--the gospels, Paul's letters, and Revelation--as individual literary documents. Keefer shows how, in such familiar stories as the
parable of the Good Samaritan, a literary analysis can uncover an unexpected complexity to what seems a simple, straightforward tale. At the
conclusion of the book, Keefer steps back and asks questions about the New Testament as a whole. He reveals that whether read as a single
document or as a collection of works, the New Testament presents readers with a wide variety of forms and viewpoints, and a literary
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exploration helps bring this richness to light. A fascinating investigation of the New Testament as a classic literary work, this Very Short
Introduction uses a literary framework--plot, character, narrative arc, genre--to illuminate the language, structure, and the crafting of this
venerable text. About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an introduction to some
of life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate the finest contemporary thinking about the central
problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
[TM]????View·????????
A novel, integrated approach to understanding long-term human history, viewing it as the long-term evolution of human informationprocessing. This title is also available as Open Access.
This book represents a revolutionary approach to political science, revealing the practical human basis of why the world works as it does.
Using micro-sociology, political economics and non-technical game theory within the unifying theory of complexity, the text shows how the
politics of daily life can be explained and transformed.
Despite the ongoing impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, the challenge of realizing sustainability across the triple bottom line of social,
environmental, and economic development remains an urgent priority. If anything, it is now imperative that we work towards achieving the
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). However, the global challenges are significant. Many of the societal challenges
represent complex problems that require multifaceted solutions drawing on multidisciplinary approaches. Engineering management involves
the management of people and projects related to technological or engineering systems—this includes project management, engineering
economy and technology management, as well as the management and leadership of teams. Systems engineering involves the design,
integration and management of complex systems over the full life cycle—this includes requirements capture and integrated system design, as
well as modelling and simulation. In addition to the theoretical underpinnings of both disciplines, they also provide a range of tools and
techniques that can be used to address technological and organisational complexity. The disciplines of engineering management and
systems engineering are therefore ideally suited to help tackle both the challenges and the opportunities associated with realising a
sustainable future for all. This book provides new insights on how engineering management and systems engineering can be utilised as part
of the journey towards sustainability. The book includes a discussion of a broad range of different approaches to investigate sustainability
through utilising quantitative, qualitative and conceptual methodologies. The book will be of interest to researchers and students focused on
the field of sustainability as well as practitioners concerned with devising strategies for sustainable development.
Many scholars believe that the framers of the Constitution intended Congress to be the preeminent branch of government. Indeed, no other
legislature in the world approaches its power. Yet most Americans have only a murky idea of how it works. In The U.S. Congress, Donald A.
Ritchie, a congressional historian for more than thirty years, takes readers on a fascinating, behind-the-scenes tour of Capitol Hill--pointing
out the key players, explaining their behavior, and translating parliamentary language into plain English. No mere civics lesson, this eyeopening book provides an insider's perspective on Congress, matched with a professional historian's analytical insight. After a swift survey of
the creation of Congress by the constitutional convention, he begins to unscrew the nuts and pull out the bolts. What is it like to campaign for
congress? To attract large donors? To enter either house with no seniority? He answers these questions and more, explaining committee
assignments (and committee work), the role of staffers and lobbyists, floor proceedings, parliamentary rules, and coalition building. Ritchie
explores the great effort put into constituent service--as representatives and senators respond to requests from groups and individuals--as
well as media relations and news coverage. He also explores how the grand concepts we all know from civics class--checks and balances,
advise and consent, congressional oversight--work in practice, in an age of strong presidents and a muscular Senate minority (no matter
which party is in that position). In this sparkling addition to Oxford's Very Short Introduction series, Donald Ritchie moves beyond the cynicism
and the platitudes to provide a gem of a portrait of how Congress really works.
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