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Comparative Linguistics
As the title indicates, this unique resource is a manual on comparative linguistics, with the examples taken exclusively
from Semitic languages. It is an innovative volume that recalls the earlier tradition of textbooks of comparative philology,
which, however, exclusively treated Indo-European languages. It is suited for students with at least a year of a Semitic
language. By far the largest component of the book are the nine wordlists that provide the data to be manipulated by the
student. Says reviewer Peter Daniels, the wordlists "constitute a unique resource for all of comparative linguistics--a
considerable quantity of uniform data from a host of related languages. They would be useful for any class in
comparative linguistics, not just for those interested specifically in Semitic." Scattered throughout the text are 25
exercises based on the wordlists that provide a good introduction to the methods of comparativists. Also included are
paradigms of the phonological systems of ten Semitic languages as well as Coptic and a form of Berber. A bibliography
that guides the student into further reading in Semitic linguistics completes the volume.
Comparative linguistics and grammaticalization theory both belong to the broader category of historical linguistics, yet
few linguists practice both. The methods and goals of each group seem largely distinct: comparative linguists have by
and large avoided reconstructing grammar, while grammaticalization theoreticians have either focused on explaining
attested historical change or used internal reconstruction to formulate hypotheses about processes of change. In this
collection, some of the leading voices in grammaticalization theory apply their methods to comparative data (largely
drawn from indigenous languages of the Americas), showing not only that grammar can be reconstructed, but that the
process of reconstructing grammar can yield interesting theoretical and typological insights.
In February 2006 the first international conference on Multilingualism and Applied Comparative Linguistics (MACL) was
held in Brussels, Belgium. The aim of the MACL conference was to bring together scholars from various branches of
applied linguistics with a shared interest in cross-linguistic and cross-cultural communication. The conference thus
fostered an exchange of knowledge and expertise among researchers from various disciplines, including educational
linguistics, cultural linguistics, terminography, translation studies and studies of specialised languages. The present book
is the first of two volumes containing a selection from the approximately 120 papers that were presented at that three-day
event.
Historical linguistic theory and practice contains a great number of different 'layers' which have been accepted in the
course of time and have acquired a permanency of their own. These range from neogrammarian conceptualizations of
sound change and analogy to present-day ideas on rule change and language mixture. To get a full grasp of the
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principles of historical linguistics it is therefore necessary to understand the nature and justifications (or shortcomings) of
each of these 'layers', not just to look for a single 'overarching' theory. The major purpose of the book is to provide in upto-date form such an understanding of the principles of historical linguistics and the related fields of comparative
linguistics and linguistic reconstruction. In addition, the book provides a very broad exemplification of the principles of
historical linguistics.
This book considers how and why forms and meanings of different languages at different times may resemble each
other. Its distinguished authors investigate the relationship between areal diffusion and the genetic development of
languages, and reveal the means of distinguishing what may cause one language to share the characteristics of another.
The chapters cover Ancient Anatolia, Modern Anatolia, Australia, Amazonia, Oceania, Southeast and East Asia, and SubSaharan. Africa. - ;Two languages can resemble each other in the categories, constructions, and types of meaning they
use; and in the fo.
Why does language change? Why can we speak to and understand our parents but have trouble reading Shakespeare? Why is
Chaucer's English of the fourteenth century so different from Modern English of the late twentieth century that the two are
essentially different languages? Why are Americans and English 'one people divided by a common language'? And how can the
language of Chaucer and Modern English - or Modern British and American English - still be called the same language? The
present book provides answers to questions like these in a straightforward way, aimed at the non-specialist, with ample
illustrations from both familiar and more exotic languages. Most chapters in this new edition have been reworked, with some
difficult passages removed, other passages thoroughly rewritten, and several new sections added, e.g. on language and race and
on Indian writing systems. Further, the chapter notes and bibliography have all been updated. The content is engaging, focusing
on topics and issues that spark student interest. Its goals are broadly pedagogical and the level and presentation are appropriate
for interested beginners with little or no background in linguistics. The language coverage for examples goes well beyond what is
usual for books of this kind, with a considerable amount of data from various languages of India.
The Groundbreaking Studies Contained In This Volume Present A History Of Sanskrit Philology And Comparative-Historical
Linguistics That Is Fully Integrated With German Political And Intellectual History Ranging From The Enlightenment To Cold War
Eras. The Authors Engage And Extend The Intercultural `Dialogue` That Wilhelm Halbfass Powerfully Initiated In India And
Europe: An Essay In Understanding (1988). This Volume Contains His Last Public Address, In Which He Challenges The
`Otherness` Of German Indology, Seeing Germany As Fitting A European Pattern. These Thoroughly Researched Essays
Examine The Accounts Of German Travellers To India, The Early Indological Project Of Friendrich Schlegel, The Politics And
History Of The University Disciplines Of Indology And Comparative Linguistics, The Scholarly Reception And Reaction To The
Bhagavadgita And Buddhism, Indology`S Relation To Racial Theory, And More.
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This is the first book of its kind that explains the basic concepts, theoretical foundations and systematic research of linguistic
semiotics, so as to establish a well-founded framework for linguistic semiotics as an independent discipline. While examining the
major claims of different schools of semiotics, it also addresses 12 central issues concerning linguistic semiotics, and outlines
semiotic studies in China focusing on the multiple research areas and accomplishments. In addition to illustrations and tables, the
book offers an “Index of References in Linguistic Semiotics” consisting of 1,063 entries, including monographs, journal papers,
conference proceedings, etc. in Chinese, English and Russian.
David Crystal's A Dictionary of Linguistics and Phonetics has long been the standard single-volume reference for its field. Now
available in its sixth edition, it has been revised and updated to reflect the latest terms in the field. Includes in excess of 5,100
terms, grouped into over 3,000 entries Coverage reflects recommendations by a team of experts in phonetics, phonology, syntax,
semantics, sociolinguistics and psycholinguistics, making it exceptionally comprehensive Incorporates new ideas stemming from
the minimalist program Contains a separate table of abbreviations and table of symbols, along with an updated International
Phonetic Alphabet Updates entries to reflect the way established terms are now perceived in light of changes in the field, providing
a unique insight into the historical development of linguistics Remains the standard single-volume reference for the field of
linguistics and phonetics.
TRENDS IN LINGUISTICS is a series of books that open new perspectives in our understanding of language. The series
publishes state-of-the-art work on core areas of linguistics across theoretical frameworks as well as studies that provide new
insights by building bridges to neighbouring fields such as neuroscience and cognitive science. TRENDS IN LINGUISTICS
considers itself a forum for cutting-edge research based on solid empirical data on language in its various manifestations, including
sign languages. It regards linguistic variation in its synchronic and diachronic dimensions as well as in its social contexts as
important sources of insight for a better understanding of the design of linguistic systems and the ecology and evolution of
language. TRENDS IN LINGUISTICS publishes monographs and outstanding dissertations as well as edited volumes, which
provide the opportunity to address controversial topics from different empirical and theoretical viewpoints. High quality standards
are ensured through anonymous reviewing.

In any course of historical and comparative linguistics there will be students of different language backgrounds, different
levels of linguistic training, and different theoretical orientation. This textbook attempts to mitigate the problems raised by
this heterogeneity in a number of ways. Since it is impossible to treat the language or language family of special interest
to every student, the focus of this book is on English in particular and Indo-European languages in general, with Finnish
and its closely related languages for contrast. The tenets of different schools of linguistics, and the controversies among
them, are treated eclectically and objectively; the examination of language itself plays the leading role in our efforts to
ascertain the comparative value of competing theories. This revised edition (1989) of a standard work for comparative
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linguists offers an added introduction dealing mainly with a semiotic basis of change, a final chapter on aspects of
explanation, particularly in historical and human disciplines, and added sections on comparative syntax and on the
semiotic status of the comparative method.
Historical and Comparative LinguisticsJohn Benjamins Publishing
TRENDS IN LINGUISTICS is a series of books that open new perspectives in our understanding of language. The series
publishes state-of-the-art work on core areas of linguistics across theoretical frameworks, as well as studies that provide
new insights by approaching language from an interdisciplinary perspective. TRENDS IN LINGUISTICS considers itself a
forum for cutting-edge research based on solid empirical data on language in its various manifestations, including sign
languages. It regards linguistic variation in its synchronic and diachronic dimensions as well as in its social contexts as
important sources of insight for a better understanding of the design of linguistic systems and the ecology and evolution
of language. TRENDS IN LINGUISTICS publishes monographs and outstanding dissertations as well as edited volumes,
which provide the opportunity to address controversial topics from different empirical and theoretical viewpoints. High
quality standards are ensured through anonymous reviewing.
This advanced historical linguistics course book deals with the historical and comparative study of African languages.
The first part functions as an elementary introduction to the comparative method, involving the establishment of lexical
and grammatical cognates, the reconstruction of their historical development, techniques for the subclassification of
related languages, and the use of language-internal evidence, more specifically the application of internal reconstruction.
Part II addresses language contact phenomena and the status of language in a wider, cultural-historical and ecological
context. Part III deals with the relationship between comparative linguistics and other disciplines. In this rich course book,
the author presents valuable views on a number of issues in the comparative study of African languages, more
specifically concerning genetic diversity on the African continent, the status of pidginised and creolised languages,
language mixing, and grammaticalisation.
Introduces Semitic linguistics to beginning learners through a comparative study of Hebrew, Arabic, Aramaic, Akkadian,
and other cognate dialects.
This book examines legal language as a language for special purposes, evaluating the functions and characteristics of legal language and
the terminology of law. Using examples drawn from major and lesser legal languages, it examines the major legal languages themselves,
beginning with Latin through German, French and English.
The immense output in modern linguistics with its ferment of new ideas and successive revolutions and counter-revolutions requires that an
introduction should be 'critical', a delicate task in which Professor Palmer has admirably succeeded. While descriptive linguistics has
overshadowed comparative linguistics over the last forty years, the great majority of student linguists are still 'philologists' engaged in the
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study of texts. Hence, there is a current need for an introduction which gives full weight to the comparative and historical aspects -- Provided
by the publisher.
Non-Aboriginal material.
This book gives a comprehensive introduction to Comparative Indo-European Linguistics. It starts with a presentation of the languages of the
family (from English and the other Germanic languages, the Celtic and Slavic languages, Latin, Greek and Sanskrit through Armenian and
Albanian) and a discussion of the culture and origin of the Indo-Europeans, the speakers of the Indo-European proto-language.The reader is
introduced into the nature of language change and the methods of reconstruction of older language stages, with many examples (from the
Indo-European languages). A full description is given of the sound changes, which makes it possible to follow the origin of the different IndoEuropean languages step by step. This is followed by a discussion of the development of all the morphological categories of Proto-IndoEuropean. The book presents the latest in scholarly insights, like the laryngeal and glottalic theory, the accentuation, the ablaut patterns, and
these are systematically integrated into the treatment. The text of this second edition has been corrected and updated by Michiel de Vaan.
Sixty-six new exercises enable the student to practice the reconstruction of PIE phonology and morphology.
It is a book that compares English to Arabic regarding nouns, verbs, adjectives, sentence patterns, voice, clause, and most grammatical
aspects. It has 16 chapters with exercises. It can be used as a textbook for university students (the English Department).
Historical and comparative linguistics has been a major scholarly discipline for 200 years, and yet this is the first dictionary ever devoted to it.
With nearly 2,400 entries, Dictionary of Historical and Comparative Linguistics covers every aspect of the subject, from the most venerable
work to the exciting advances of the last few years -- many of which have not yet even made it into textbooks.All of the traditional terms are
here, but so are the terms introduced only recently, in connection with such varied subjects as pidgin and creole languages, the
sociolinguistic study of language change, mathematical and computational methods, the novel approaches to linguistic geography, the
controversial proposals of new and vast language families, and the attempts at relating the theories of historical linguists to those of
archaeologists, the anthropologists, and geneticists.More than just a dictionary, this book provides genuine linguistic examples of most of the
terms entered, detailed explanations of fundamental concepts, critical assessments of controversial ideas, cross-references to related terms,
and an abundance of references to the original literature.
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