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From women's medicine and the writings of Christine de Pizan to the lives of market and tradeswomen and the idealization of
virginity, gender and social status dictated all aspects of women's lives during the middle ages. A cross-disciplinary resource,
Women and Gender in Medieval Europe examines the daily reality of medieval women from all walks of life in Europe between
450 CE and 1500 CE, i.e., from the fall of the Roman Empire to the discovery of the Americas. Moving beyond biographies of
famous noble women of the middles ages, the scope of this important reference work is vast and provides a comprehensive
understanding of medieval women's lives and experiences. Masculinity in the middle ages is also addressed to provide important
context for understanding women's roles. Entries that range from 250 words to 4,500 words in length thoroughly explore topics in
the following areas: · Art and Architecture · Countries, Realms, and Regions · Daily Life · Documentary Sources · Economics ·
Education and Learning · Gender and Sexuality · Historiography · Law · Literature · Medicine and Science · Music and Dance ·
Persons · Philosophy · Politics · Political Figures · Religion and Theology · Religious Figures · Social Organization and Status
Written by renowned international scholars, Women and Gender in Medieval Europe is the latest in the Routledge Encyclopedias
of the Middle Ages. Easily accessible in an A-to-Z format, students, researchers, and scholars will find this outstanding reference
work to be an invaluable resource on women in Medieval Europe.
"A poem is best read in the light of all the other poems ever written." So said Robert Frost in instructing readers on how to achieve
poetic literacy. George Monteiro's newest book follows that dictum to enhance our understanding of Frost's most valuable poems
by demonstrating the ways in which they circulate among the constellations of great poems and essays of the New England
Renaissance. Monteiro reads Frost's own poetry not against "all the other poems ever written" but in the light of poems and essays
by his precursors, particularly Emerson, Thoreau, and Dickinson. Familiar poems such as "Mending Wall," "After Apple-Picking,"
"Birches," "Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening," "The Road Not Taken," and "Mowing," as well as lesser known poems such
as "The Draft Horse," "The Ax-Helve," "The Bonfire," "Dust of Snow," "A Cabin in the Clearing," "The Cocoon," and "Pod of the
Milkweed," are renewed by fresh and original readings that show why and how these poems pay tribute to their distinguished
sources. Frost's insistence that Emerson and Thoreau were the giants of nineteenth-century American letters is confirmed by the
many poems, variously influenced, that derive from them. His attitude toward Emily Dickinson, however, was more complex and
sometimes less generous. In his twenties he molded his poetry after hers. But later, after he joined the faculty of Amherst College,
he found her to be less a benefactor than a competitor. Monteiro tells a two-stranded tale of attraction, imitation, and homage
countered by competition, denigration, and grudging acceptance of Dickinson's greatness as a woman poet. In a daring move, he
composes -- out of Frost's own words and phrases -- the talk on Emily Dickinson that Frost was never invited to give. In showing
how Frost's work converses with that of his predecessors, Monteiro gives us a new Frost whose poetry is seen as the culmination
of an in¬tensely felt New England literary experience.
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In this book, William Caferro asks if the Renaissance was really a period of progress, reason, the emergence of the individual, and
the beginning of modernity. An influential investigation into the nature of the European Renaissance Summarizes scholarly
debates about the nature of the Renaissance Engages with specific controversies concerning gender identity, economics, the
emergence of the modern state, and reason and faith Takes a balanced approach to the many different problems and
perspectives that characterize Renaissance studies
Renaissance writer Laura Cereta (1469–1499) presents feminist issues in a predominantly male venue—the humanist
autobiography in the form of personal letters. Cereta's works circulated widely in Italy during the early modern era, but her
complete letters have never before been published in English. In her public lectures and essays, Cereta explores the history of
women's contributions to the intellectual and political life of Europe. She argues against the slavery of women in marriage and for
the rights of women to higher education, the same issues that have occupied feminist thinkers of later centuries. Yet these letters
also furnish a detailed portrait of an early modern woman’s private experience, for Cereta addressed many letters to a close circle
of family and friends, discussing highly personal concerns such as her difficult relationships with her mother and her husband.
Taken together, these letters are a testament both to an individual woman and to enduring feminist concerns.
Examines interrelated topics in Medieval and Renaissance Latin literature: the status of women as writers, the status of women as
rhetorical figures, and the status of women in society from the fifth to the early seventeenth century.
In this illuminating work, surveying 300 years and two nations, Sarah Gwyneth Ross demonstrates how the expanding ranks of
learned women in the Renaissance era presented the first significant challenge to the traditional definition of "woman" in the West.
An experiment in collective biography and intellectual history, The Birth of Feminism demonstrates that because of their education,
these women laid the foundation for the emancipation of womankind.
W. B. Yeats was the outstanding figure in the early years of the Irish Literary Renaissance. This study offers the fullest, most
detailed picture available of Yeats's impact on that movement between 1885 and 1899 and sheds new light upon the development
of the movement itself. For this new edition, Professor Marcus has added an introductory essay surveying work in the field since
the original publication of the study and offering important new interpretive material of his own.

In 1345, when Petrarch recovered a lost collection of letters from Cicero to his best friend Atticus, he discovered an
intimate Cicero, a man very different from either the well-known orator of the Roman forum or the measured spokesman
for the ancient schools of philosophy. It was Petrarch’s encounter with this previously unknown Cicero and his letters
that Kathy Eden argues fundamentally changed the way Europeans from the fourteenth through the sixteenth centuries
were expected to read and write. The Renaissance Rediscovery of Intimacy explores the way ancient epistolary theory
and practice were understood and imitated in the European Renaissance.Eden draws chiefly upon Aristotle, Cicero, and
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Seneca—but also upon Plato, Demetrius, Quintilian, and many others—to show how the classical genre of the “familiar”
letter emerged centuries later in the intimate styles of Petrarch, Erasmus, and Montaigne. Along the way, she reveals
how the complex concept of intimacy in the Renaissance—leveraging the legal, affective, and stylistic dimensions of its
prehistory in antiquity—pervades the literary production and reception of the period and sets the course for much that is
modern in the literature of subsequent centuries. Eden’s important study will interest students and scholars in a number
of areas, including classical, Renaissance, and early modern studies; comparative literature; and the history of reading,
rhetoric, and writing.
By far the best collection of sources to introduce readers to Renaissance humanism in all its many guises. What
distinguishes this stimulating and useful anthology is the vision behind it: King shows that Renaissance thinkers had a lot
to say, not only about the ancient world--one of their habitual passions--but also about the self, how civic experience was
configured, the arts, the roles and contributions of women, the new science, the 'new' world, and so much more.
--Christopher S. Celenza, Johns Hopkins University
The word renaissance means "rebirth," and the most obvious example of this phenomenon was the regeneration of
Europe's classical Roman roots. The Renaissance began in northern Italy in the late 14th century and culminated in
England in the early 17th century. Emphasis on the dignity of man (though not of woman) and on human potential
distinguished the Renaissance from the previous Middle Ages. In poetry and literature, individual thought and action were
prevalent, while depictions of the human form became a touchstone of Renaissance art. In science and medicine the
macrocosm and microcosm of the human condition inspired remarkable strides in research and discovery, and the Earth
itself was explored, situating Europeans within a wider realm of possibilities. Organized thematically, the Handbook to
Life in Renaissance Europe covers all aspects of life in Renaissance Europe: History; religion; art and visual culture;
architecture; literature and language; music; warfare; commerce; exploration and travel; science and medicine;
education; daily life.
There has been an increasing interest in the meaning and importance of friendship in recent years, particularly in the
West. However, the history of friendship, and the ways in which it has changed over time, have rarely been examined.
Friendship: A History traces the development of friendship in Europe from the Hellenistic period to today. The book brings
together a range of essays that examine the language of friendship and its significance in terms of ethics, social
institutions, religious organizations and political alliances. The essays study the works of classical and contemporary
authors to explore the role of friendship in Western philosophy. Ranging from renaissance friendships to Christian and
secular friendships and from women’s writing to the role of class and sex in friendships, Friendship: A History will be
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invaluable to students and scholars of social history.
Weddings in 15th-century Italian courts were grand, sumptuous affairs, often requiring guests to listen to lengthy orations
given in Latin. D'Elia shows how Italian humanists used these orations to support claims of legitimacy and assertions of
superiority among families jockeying for power, as well as to advocate for marriage and sexual pleasure.
Transcending both academic disciplines and traditional categories of analysis, this collection illustrates the ways genders
and sexualities could be constructed, subverted and transformed. Focusing on areas such as literature, hagiography,
history, and art history, from the Anglo-Saxon period to the early sixteenth century, the contributors examine the ways
men and women lived, negotiated, and challenged prevailing conceptions of gender and sexual identity. In particular,
their papers explore textual constructions and transformations of religious and secular masculinities and femininities;
visual subversions of gender roles; gender and the exercise of power; and the role sexuality plays in the creation of
gender identity. The methodologies which are used in this volume are relevant both to specialists of the Middle Ages and
early modern periods, and to scholars working more broadly in fields that draw on contemporary gender studies.
The first historical heroic epic authored by a woman, Scanderbeide recounts the exploits of fifteenth-century Albanian
warrior-prince George Scanderbeg and his war of resistance against the Ottoman sultanate. Filled with scenes of intense
and suspenseful battles contrasted with romantic episodes, Scanderbeide combines the action and fantasy characteristic
of the genre with analysis of its characters’ motivations. In selecting a military campaign as her material and epic poetry
as her medium, Margherita Sarrocchi (1560?–1617) not only engages in the masculine subjects of political conflict and
warfare but also tackles a genre that was, until that point, the sole purview of men. First published posthumously in 1623,
Scanderbeide reemerges here in an adroit English prose translation that maintains the suspense of the original text and
gives ample context to its rich cultural implications.
Drawing together the latest research in the field, The Routledge History of the Renaissance treats the Renaissance not
as a static concept, but as one of ongoing change within an international framework. It takes as its unifying theme the
idea of exchange and interchange through the movement of goods, ideas, disease and people, across social, religious,
political and physical boundaries. Covering a broad range of temporal periods and geographic regions, the chapters
discuss topics such as the material cultures of Renaissance societies; the increased popularity of shopping as a pastime
in fourteenth-century Italy; military entrepreneurs and their networks across Europe; the emergence and development of
the Ottoman empire from the early fourteenth to the late sixteenth century; and women and humanism in Renaissance
Europe. The volume is interdisciplinary in nature, combining historical methodology with techniques from the fields of
anthropology, sociology, psychology and literary criticism. It allows for juxtapositions of approaches that are usually
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segregated into traditional subfields, such as intellectual, political, gender, military and economic history. Capturing
dynamic new approaches to the study of this fascinating period and illustrated throughout with images, figures and
tables, this comprehensive volume is a valuable resource for all students and scholars of the Renaissance.
Since the late twentieth century, letters in literature have seen a remarkable renaissance. The prominence of letters in recent fiction is due in
part to the rediscovery, by contemporary writers, of letters as an effective tool for rendering aspects of historicity, liminality, marginalization
and the expression of subjectivity vis-à-vis an ‘other’; it is also due, however, to the artistically challenging inclusion of the new electronic
media of communication into fiction. While studies of epistolary fiction have so far concentrated on the eighteenth century and on thematic
concerns, this volume charts the epistolary renaissance in recent literature, entering new territory by also focusing on the aesthetic
implications of the epistolary mode. In particular, the essays in this volume illuminate the potential of the epistolary (including digital forms) for
rendering contemporary sensitivities. The volume thus offers a comprehensive assessment of letter narratives in contemporary literature.
Through its focus on the aesthetic and structural aspects of new epistolary fiction, the inclusion of various narrative forms, and the
consideration of both conventional letters and their new digital kindred, The Epistolary Renaissance offers novel insight into a multi-facetted
(re)new(ed) genre.
This book is the first to make extensive use of unpublished manuscripts to show how a period of English literature affected W.B.Yeats's
development as a poet. Besides presenting a factual account of his acquaintance with English Renaissance writers based on evidence from
his library and elsewhere, the study examines his response to numerous minor figures and several major ones - including Spenser, Jonson,
Shakespeare, Donne and Milton.
Written by an eminent authority on the Renaissance, this collection of essays focuses on topics such as humanist learning, humanist moral
thought, the diffusion of humanism, Platonism, music and learning during the early Renaissance, and the modern system of arts in relation to
the Renaissance.
This 1999 volume is the standard work of reference on early modern literary criticism in Europe.
This volume examines the transmission and influence of Ciceronian rhetoric from late antiquity to the fifteenth century, examining the
relationship between rhetoric and practices as diverse as law, dialectic, memory theory, poetics, and ethics. Includes an appendix of primary
texts
The Renaissance paradigm in crisis - Politics, language and power - Individualism, identity and gender - Art, science and humanism Religion: tradition and innovation.
The Humanist World of Renaissance Florence offers the first synthetic interpretation of the humanist movement in Renaissance Florence in
more than fifty years.
Confined by behavioural norms and professional restrictions, women in Renaissance Italy found a welcome escape in an alternative world of
play. This book examines the role of games of wit in the social and cultural experience of patrician women from the early sixteenth to the
early eighteenth century. Beneath the frivolous exterior of such games as occasions for idle banter, flirtation, and seduction, there often lay a
lively contest for power and agency, and the opportunity for conventional women to demonstrate their intellect, to achieve a public identity,
and even to model new behaviour and institutions in the non-ludic world. By tapping into the records and cultural artifacts of these games,
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George McClure recovers a realm of female fame that has largely escaped the notice of modern historians, and in so doing, reveals a cohort
of spirited, intellectual women outside of the courts.
As the Ottoman Empire advanced westward from the fourteenth to the sixteenth centuries, humanists responded on a grand scale, leaving
behind a large body of fascinating yet understudied works. These compositions included Crusade orations and histories; ethnographic,
historical, and religious studies of the Turks; epic poetry; and even tracts on converting the Turks to Christianity. Most scholars have seen this
vast literature as atypical of Renaissance humanism. Nancy Bisaha now offers an in-depth look at the body of Renaissance humanist works
that focus not on classical or contemporary Italian subjects but on the Ottoman Empire, Islam, and the Crusades. Throughout, Bisaha probes
these texts to reveal the significant role Renaissance writers played in shaping Western views of self and other. Medieval concepts of Islam
were generally informed and constrained by religious attitudes and rhetoric in which Muslims were depicted as enemies of the faith. While
humanist thinkers of the Renaissance did not move entirely beyond this stance, Creating East and West argues that their understanding was
considerably more complex, in that it addressed secular and cultural issues, marking a watershed between the medieval and modern. Taking
a close look at a number of texts, Bisaha expands current notions of Renaissance humanism and of the history of cross-cultural perceptions.
Engaging both traditional methods of intellectual history and more recent methods of cross-cultural studies, she demonstrates that modern
attitudes of Western societies toward other cultures emerged not during the later period of expansion and domination but rather as a
defensive intellectual reaction to a sophisticated and threatening power to the East.
An analysis of Renaissance Florentine convents and their influence on the city’s social, economic, and political history. The 15th century was
a time of dramatic and decisive change for nuns and nunneries in Florence. That century saw the city’s convents evolve from small,
semiautonomous communities to large civic institutions. By 1552, roughly one in eight Florentine women lived in a religious community.
Historian Sharon T. Strocchia analyzes this stunning growth of female monasticism, revealing the important roles these women and
institutions played in the social, economic, and political history of Renaissance Florence. It became common practice during this time for
unmarried women in elite society to enter convents. This unprecedented concentration of highly educated and well-connected women
transformed convents into sites of great patronage and social and political influence. As their economic influence also grew, convents found
new ways of supporting themselves; they established schools, produced manuscripts, and manufactured textiles. Using previously untapped
archival materials, Strocchia shows how convents shaped one of the principal cities of Renaissance Europe. She demonstrates the
importance of nuns and nunneries to the booming Florentine textile industry and shows the contributions that ordinary nuns made to
Florentine life in their roles as scribes, stewards, artisans, teachers, and community leaders. In doing so, Strocchia argues that the ideals and
institutions that defined Florence were influenced in great part by the city’s powerful female monastics. Winner, Helen and Howard R.
Marraro Prize, American Catholic Historical Association “Strocchia examines the complex interrelationships between Florentine nuns and the
laity, the secular government, and the religious hierarchy. The author skillfully analyzes extensive archival and printed sources.” —Choice
Presents biographical and topical information on the contributions made by women during the Renaissance in such fields as medicine,
religion, and art.
During the Italian Renaissance, dozens of early modern writers published collections of private correspondence, using them as vehicles for
self-presentation, self-promotion, social critique, and religious dissent. Writing Gender in Women's Letter Collections of the Italian
Renaissance examines the letter collections of women writers, arguing that these works were a studied performance of pervasive ideas about
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gender as well as genre, a form of self-fashioning that variously reflected, manipulated, and subverted cultural and literary conventions
regarding femininity and masculinity. Meredith K. Ray presents letter collections from authors of diverse backgrounds, including a
noblewoman, a courtesan, an actress, a nun, and a male writer who composed letters under female pseudonyms. Ray's study includes
extensive new archival research and highlights a widespread interest in women's letter collections during the Italian Renaissance that
suggests a deep curiosity about the female experience and a surprising openness to women's participation in this kind of literary production.
Rereading the Renaissance - a study of Petrarch's uses of Augustine - uses methods drawn from history and literary criticism to establish a
framework for exploring Petrarch's humanism. Carol Everhart Quillen argues that the essential role of Augustine's words and authority in the
expression of Petrarch's humanism is best grasped through a study of the complex textual practices exemplified in the writings of both men.
She also maintains that Petrarch's appropriation of Augustine's words is only intelligible in light of his struggle to legitimate his cultural ideals
in the face of compelling opposition. Finally, Quillen shows how Petrarch's uses of Augustine can simultaneously uphold his humanist ideals
and challenge the legitimacy of the assumptions on which those ideals were founded.
The problems that taxed the minds of people during the Renaissance were much the same as those confronting us today. In their perplexity
many deep-thinking people sought the advice of Marsilio Ficino, the leader of the Platonic Academy in Florence, and through his letters he
advised them, encouraged them, and sometimes reproved them. Ficino was utterly fearless in expressing what he knew to be true. His letters
cover the widest range of topics, mixing philosophy and humor, compassion and advice, and offering a profound glimpse into the soul of the
Renaissance. This is the only accessible collection of Ficino's writings available in English.
Few periods have given civilization such a strong impulse as the Renaissance, which started in Italy and then spread to the rest of Europe.
Women Latin Poets addresses women's relationship to culture between the first century B. C. and the eighteenth century A. D. by studying
women's poetry in Latin. Based entirely on original archival research in twelve countries, Stevenson recovers an aspect of history often
deemed not to exist: women who achieved public recognition in their own time, sometimes to a startling extent. Presenting, often for the first
time, the work of more than three hundred women Latin poets, all translated and included in a comprehensive finding guide, Women Latin
Poets substantially revises received opinion on women's participation in, and relation to, elite culture. The sheer number of female Latin poets
will require women's historians to completely re-evaluate the idea that all women had 'no access to education' before the nineteenth century.

This is a major new textbook, designed for students in all disciplines seeking an introduction to the very latest research on all
aspects of women's lives in Europe from 1500 to 1750, and on the development of the notions of masculinity and femininity. The
coverage is geographically broad, ranging from Spain to Scandinavia, and from Russia to Ireland, and the topics investigated
include the female life-cycle, literacy, women's economic role, sexuality, artistic creations, female piety - and witchcraft - and the
relationship between gender and power. To aid students each chapter contains extensive notes on further reading (but few
footnotes), and the approach throughout is designed to render the subject in as accessible and stimulating manner as possible.
Women and Gender in Early Modern Europe is suitable for usage on numerous courses in women's history, early modern
European history, and comparative history.
Betr. Manuskripte der Universitätsbibliothek Basel, S. 193-215.
Despite the fact that Gaspara Stampa (1523?-1554) has been recognized as one of the greatest and most creative poets and
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musicians of the Italian Renaissance, scholarship on her work has been surprisingly scarce and uncoordinated. In recent years,
critical attention towards her work has increased, but until now there have been no anthologies dedicated solely to Stampa.
Rethinking Gaspara Stampa in the Canon of Renaissance Poetry aims to set a foundation for further Stampa studies by
accounting for her contributions to literature, music history, gender studies, the history of ideas, philosophy, and other areas of
critical thought. This volume brings together an international group of interdisciplinary scholars who employ varied methodologies
to explore multiple aspects of Stampa’s work in dialogue with the most recent scholarship in the field. The chapters emphasize the
many ways in which Stampa’s poetry engages with multiple cultural movements of early modern Italy and Europe, including:
Ficinian and Renaissance Neoplatonism, male-authored writing about women, Longinus’s theory of the sublime, the formation of
writing communities, the rediscovery of Aristotle’s writings, and the reimagined relation between human and natural worlds. Taken
as a whole, this volume presents a rich introduction to, and interdisciplinary investigation of, Gaspara Stampa’s impact on
Renaissance culture.
The first comprehensive guide to women's promotion and use of textual culture, in manuscript and print, in Renaissance Italy.
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