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Civilization And Its Discontents
When Freud wrote his classic Civilization and its
Discontents, he was concerned with repression. Modern
civilization depends upon the constraint of impulse, the
limiting of self expression. Today, in the time of
modernity, Bauman argues, Freud's analysis no longer
holds good, if it ever did. The regulation of desire turns
from an irritating necessity into an assault against
individual freedom. In the postmodern era, the liberty of
the individual is the overriding value, the criterion in
terms of which all social rules and regulations are
assessed. Postmodernity is governed by the 'will to
happiness': the result, however, is a sacrificing of
security. The most prominent anxieties in our society
today, Bauman shows, derive from the removal of
security. The world is experienced as overwhelmingly
uncertain, uncontrollable and frightening. Totalitarian
politics frightened by its awesome power; the new social
disorder frightens by its lack of consistency and direction.
The very pursuit of individual happiness corrupts and
undermines those systems of authority needed for a
stable life. This book builds imaginatively upon Bauman's
earlier contributions to social theory. It consolidates his
reputation as the interpreter of postmodernity. The book
will appeal to second-year undergraduates and above in
sociology, cultural studies, philosophy and anthropology.
Separated by millennia, Aristotle and Sigmund Freud
gave us disparate but compelling pictures of the human
condition. But if, with Jonathan Lear, we scrutinize these
thinkers' attempts to explain human behavior in terms of
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a higher principle--whether happiness or death--the
pictures fall apart. Aristotle attempted to ground ethical
life in human striving for happiness, yet he didn't
understand what happiness is any better than we do.
Happiness became an enigmatic, always unattainable,
means of seducing humankind into living an ethical life.
Freud fared no better when he tried to ground human
striving, aggression, and destructiveness in the death
drive, like Aristotle attributing purpose where none exists.
Neither overarching principle can guide or govern "the
remainder of life," in which our inherently disruptive
unconscious moves in breaks and swerves to affect who
and how we are. Lear exposes this tendency to selfdisruption for what it is: an opening, an opportunity for
new possibilities. His insights have profound
consequences not only for analysis but for our
understanding of civilization and its discontent.
Sigmund Freud; born Sigismund Schlomo Freud; 6 May
1856 - 23 September 1939) was an Austrian neurologist
who became known as the founding father of
psychoanalysis. Freud qualified as a doctor of medicine
at the University of Vienna in 1881, and then carried out
research into cerebral palsy, aphasia and microscopic
neuroanatomy at the Vienna General Hospital. He was
appointed a university lecturer in neuropathology in 1885
and became an affiliated professor (professor
extraordinarius) in 1902. This Chinese version is
translated by Luc Changlei Guo.
Freud is best remembered for two applied works on
society, The Future of an Illusion and Civilization and its
Discontents. Yet the works of the final period are
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routinely denigrated as merely supplemental to the
earlier, more fundamental 'discoveries' of the
unconscious and dream interpretation. In fact, the
'cultural Freud' is sometimes considered an
embarrassment to psychoanalysis. Dufresne argues that
the late Freud, as brilliant as ever, was actually revealing
the true meaning of his life's work. And so while The
Future of an Illusion, Civilization and its Discontents, and
his final work Moses and Monotheism may be
embarrassing to some, they validate beliefs that Freud
always held - including the psychobiology that provides
the missing link between the individual psychology of the
early period and the psychoanalysis of culture of the final
period. The result is a lively, balanced, and scholarly
defense of the late Freud that doubles as a major
reassessment of psychoanalysis of interest to all readers
of Freud.
What did it mean to be 'civilized' in Early Modern
England? Keith Thomas's seminal studies Religion and
the Decline of Magic, Man and the Natural World, and
The Ends of Life, explored the beliefs, values and social
practices of the years between 1500 and 1800. In Pursuit
of Civility continues this quest by examining what the
English people thought it meant to be `civilized' and how
that condition differed from being `barbarous' or `savage'
. Thomas shows how the upper ranks of society sought
to distinguish themselves from their social inferiors by
developing distinctive forms of moving, speaking and
comporting themselves - and how the common people in
turn developed their own forms of civility. The belief of
the English in their superior civility shaped their relations
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with the Welsh, the Scots and the Irish. By legitimizing
international trade, colonialism, slavery, and racial
discrimination, it was fundamental to their dealings with
the native peoples of North America, India, and Australia.
Yet not everyone shared this belief in the superiority of
Western civilization. In Pursuit of Civility throws light on
the early origins of anti-colonialism and cultural
relativism, and goes on to examine some of the ways in
which the new forms of civility were resisted. With all the
author's distinctive authority and brilliance - based as
ever on wide reading, abounding in fresh insights, and
illustrated by many striking quotations and anecdotes
from contemporary sources - In Pursuit of Civility
transforms our understanding of the past. In so doing, it
raises important questions as to the role of manners in
the modern world.
Offers a revised psychoanalytic theory of religion by
sifting through the history of psychoanalytic models in
dialogue with their multidisciplinary critiques.
"A brilliant account of the politics of shit. It will leave you
speechless." Written in Paris after the heady days of
student revolt in May 1968 and before the devastation of
the AIDS epidemic, History of Shit is emblematic of a
wild and adventurous strain of 1970s' theoretical writing
that attempted to marry theory, politics, sexuality,
pleasure, experimentation, and humor. Radically
redefining dialectical thought and post-Marxist politics, it
takes an important—and irreverent—position alongside the
works of such postmodern thinkers as Foucault,
Deleuze, Guattari, and Lyotard. Laporte's eccentric style
and ironic sensibility combine in an inquiry that is
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provocative, humorous, and intellectually exhilarating.
Debunking all humanist mythology about the grandeur of
civilization, History of Shit suggests instead that the
management of human waste is crucial to our identities
as modern individuals—including the organization of the
city, the rise of the nation-state, the development of
capitalism, and the mandate for clean and proper
language. Far from rising above the muck, Laporte
argues, we are thoroughly mired in it, particularly when
we appear our most clean and hygienic. Laporte's style
of writing is itself an attack on our desire for "clean
language." Littered with lengthy quotations and obscure
allusions, and adamantly refusing to follow a linear
argument, History of Shit breaks the rules and
challenges the conventions of "proper" academic
discourse.
"Civilized" Sexual Morality and Modern Nervous Illness,
Vol. IX (1959); Thoughts for the Times on War and
Death, Vol. XIV (1957); Group Psychology and the
Analysis of the Ego, Vol.XVIII (1955); The Future of an
Illusion, Civilization and its Discontents, Vol. XXI (1961);
Why War?, Vol. XXII (1964).

French Civilization and Its Discontents: Nationalism,
Colonialism, Race explores the ways in which
considerations of difference, especially colonialism,
post-colonialism, and race, have shaped French
culture and French studies in the modern era.
Rejecting traditional assimilationist notions of French
national identity, contributors to this groundbreaking
volume demonstrate how literature, history and other
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aspects of what is considered French civilization
have been shaped by processes of creolization and
differentiation.
Written by one of the world's most distinguished
historians of psychiatry, Psychiatry and Its
Discontents provides a wide-ranging and critical
perspective on the profession that dominates the
treatment of mental illness. Andrew Scull traces the
rise of the field, the midcentury hegemony of
psychoanalytic methods, and the paradigm's decline
with the ascendance of biological and
pharmaceutical approaches to mental illness. The
book's historical sweep is broad, ranging from the
age of the asylum to the rise of psychopharmacology
and the dubious triumphs of "community care." The
essays in Psychiatry and Its Discontents provide a
vivid and compelling portrait of the recurring crises of
legitimacy experienced by "mad-doctors," as
psychiatrists were once called, and illustrates the
impact of psychiatry's ideas and interventions on the
lives of those afflicted with mental illness.
Discontent and its Civilizations is the essential first
collection of non fiction from Mohsin Hamid.
Discontent and its Civilizations collects the best of
Mohsin Hamid's writing on subjects as diverse and
wide-ranging as Pakistan; fatherhood; the death of
Osama Bin Laden and the writing of The Reluctant
Fundamentalist. Unified by the author's humane,
clear-headed and witty voice, the book makes a
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compelling case for recognizing our common
humanity while relishing our diversity - both as
readers and citizens; for resisting the artificial monoidentities of religion or nationality or race; and for
always judging a country or nation by how it treats its
minorities, as 'Each individual human being is, after
all, a minority of one'. Mohsin Hamid writes regularly
for The New York Times, the Guardian and the New
York Review of Books, and is the author of The
Reluctant Fundamentalist, Moth Smoke and How to
Get Filthy Rich in Rising Asia. Born and mostly
raised in Lahore, he has since lived between Lahore,
London and New York. 'Mohsin Hamid is a master
critic of the modern global condition, using
humanization, wit, parody and other devices to
examine how the fast pace of social and economic
change has affected the individual' Foreign Policy
'The new voice of a generation. A writer at the top of
his game' Metro 'One of the most talented writers of
his generation' Daily Telegraph Mohsin Hamid writes
regularly for The New York Times, the Guardian and
the New York Review of Books, and is the author of
The Reluctant Fundamentalist, Moth Smoke and
How to Get Filthy Rich in Rising Asia. Born and
mostly raised in Lahore, he has since lived between
Lahore, London and New York.
JAICO ILLUSTARTED CLASSICS SERIES is a
collection of beloved children’s classics read by
generations all over the world. Rich with adventures
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and thrills, these immortal stories with vivid
illustrations are designed to delight young readers.
EDMOND DANTES, an upcoming sailor with a bright
future, is implicated by his three jealous friends for a
crime he did not commit. He is imprisoned for life. In
the prison, an old, dying mate incoherently tells him
of a vast amount of treasure buried on the island of
Monte Cristo. Dantes escapes after fourteen years in
prison. Starting life all over again as a sailor, he
eventually finds the treasure and becomes
immensely rich, ruthless and powerful, donning the
title of ‘Count’ with only one aim in life that is to
seek revenge against three men responsible for his
imprisonment. How he goes on to avenge the
injustice and harm done to him is this story of The
Count of Monte Cristo. ALEXANDRE DUMAS was
an eccentric and wildly successful French writer. He
is best known for his tales of high adventure. He is
one of the most widely read French authors in the
world.
In the manner of the eighteenth-century philosophe,
Freud argued that religion and science were mortal
enemies. Early in the century, he began to think
about religion psychoanalytically and to discuss it in
his writings. The Future of an Illusion, Freud's best
known and most emphatic psychoanalytic
exploration of religion, is the culmination of a lifelong
pattern of thinking.
With the publication in English in 1930 of Civilization
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and its Discontents and its thesis that instinct – and,
ultimately: nature – had been and must be forever
subordinated in order that civilization might thrive
and endure, Freud contributed what some
contemporaries saw to the central debate of his era
-- a debate which had long preoccupied both official
American pundits and the American populace at
large. At the beginning of the new Millennium,
evidence abounds that an American debate still
rages over the meaning of “nature,” the rightful
weight of instinct, and the status of civilization. The
Millennium itself has appeared in popular and official
discourses as an appropriate marker of an age in
which nature is close to the edge of radical extinction
and has also become more and more unreliable as a
paradigm for representation and debate. At the same
time, the contemporary tailoring of nature to
postmodern needs and expectations inevitably
reveals the conceptual difficulty of any possible,
simple opposition between nature and culture as if
they were clearly distinguishable domains. If nature,
then, can clearly be seen as a discursive concept, it
may also be a timeless concept insofar that it has
been shaped, created, and used at all times. Every
epoch, age and era had “its own nature,” with myth,
history and ideology as its dominant shaping forces.
From the Frontier to Cyberia, nature has been
suffering the “agony of the real,” resurfacing in
discursive strategies and demonstrating a powerful
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impact on American society, culture and selfdefinition. The essays in this collection “speak
critically of the natural” and examine the American
debate in the many guises it has assumed over the
last century within the context of major critical
approaches, psychoanalytical concepts, and
postmodern theorizing.
Civilization and Its Discontents is considered Freud's
most brilliant work. In it he states his views on the
broad question of man's place in the world. It has
been praised, dissected, lambasted, interpreted, and
reinterpreted. Originally published in 1930, it seeks
to answer several questions fundamental to human
society and its organization—What influences led to
the creation of civilization? Why and how did it come
to be? What determines civilization’s trajectory?
This process, argues Freud, is an inherent quality of
civilization that instills perpetual feelings of
discontent in its citizens. Freud's theme is that what
works for civilization doesn't necessarily work for
man. Man, by nature aggressive and egotistical,
seeks self-satisfaction.
SHORTLISTED FOR THE IRISH BOOK AWARDS
2021 Once you've got a few decades on the clock,
life can seem sort of cross-roadsy. Once you're no
longer thinking of yourself as 'young', you may be
looking back, thinking 'How did I get here?' And also
looking ahead, wondering: 'What do I do now?' This
realization that neither time nor choices are limitless
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is both daunting and exciting. This is the moment to
take stock and figure out how to make the best of
every precious moment of the rest of your life. And to
develop the tools to be able to do so again and
again. Your One Wild and Precious Life is an eyeopening account of this surprisingly liberating
process. Using the latest ground-breaking research,
leading psychologist Maureen Gaffney has written
an inspiring and practical guide for getting to grips
with time. Taking the key stages of our life - from
infancy to old age - she explores what we learn at
each stage. And, crucially, she explains how, no
matter what has happened in the past, and what age
you are, you can find a better route forward. Your
One Wild and Precious Life is both profound and
reassuring. It will transform your thinking, connect
you with who you truly are and help you to reclaim
control over your life. Crucially, it will empower you
to face the future with optimism. It is a book to
fundamentally alter your relationship with time and
show you that every age can be your best age. 'A
profound, important work; simultaneously wise,
instructive and a love letter to humanity' IRISH
TIMES
Aldous Huxley decried "the horrors of modern
'pleasure,'" or the proliferation of mass produced,
widely accessible entertainment that could degrade
or dull the mind. He and his contemporaries,
including James Joyce, T. S. Eliot, Gertrude Stein,
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D. H. Lawrence, and Jean Rhys, sought to radically
redefine pleasure, constructing arduous and indirect
paths to delight through their notoriously daunting
work. Laura Frost follows these experiments in the
art of unpleasure, connecting modernism's signature
characteristics, such as irony, allusiveness, and
obscurity, to an ambitious attempt to reconfigure
bliss. In The Problem with Pleasure, Frost draws
upon a wide variety of materials, linking interwar
amusements, such as the talkies, romance novels,
the Parisian fragrance Chanel no. 5, and the exotic
confection Turkish Delight, to the artistic play of
Joyce, Lawrence, Stein, Rhys, and others. She
considers pop cultural phenomena and the rise of
celebrities such as Rudolph Valentino and Gypsy
Rose Lee against contemporary sociological,
scientific, and philosophical writings on leisure and
desire. Throughout her study, Frost incorporates
recent scholarship on material and visual culture and
vernacular modernism, recasting the period's
high/low, elite/popular divides and formal strategies
as efforts to regulate sensual and cerebral
experience. Capturing the challenging tensions
between these artists' commitment to innovation and
the stimulating amusements they denounced yet
deployed in their writing, Frost calls attention to the
central role of pleasure in shaping interwar culture.
Civilization and Its Discontents is one of the last of
Freud's books, written in the decade before his death
Page 12/23

Read Book Civilization And Its Discontents
and first published in German in 1929. It is
considered his most brilliant work. In it he states his
views on the broad question of man's place in the
world. It seeks to answer several questions
fundamental to human society and its organization:
What influences led to the creation of civilization?
Why and how did it come to be? What determines
civilization’s trajectory? Freud’s theories on the
effect of the knowledge of death on human existence
and the birth of art are central to his work. Many of
humankind's primitive instincts (for example, the
desire to kill and the insatiable craving for sexual
gratification) are clearly harmful to the well-being of a
human community. As a result, civilization creates
laws that prohibit killing, rape, and adultery, and it
implements severe punishments if such
commandments are broken. This process, argues
Freud, is an inherent quality of civilization that instills
perpetual feelings of discontent in its citizens.
Freud's theme is that what works for civilization
doesn't necessarily work for man. Man, by nature
aggressive and egotistical, seeks self-satisfaction.
Civilization and Its Discontents is a book by Sigmund
Freud, the founder of psychoanalysis. It was written
in 1929 and explores what Freud sees as the
important clash between the desire for individuality
and the expectations of society, the book is
considered one of Freud's most important and widely
read works, and one of the most influential and
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studied books in the field of modern psychology.
This book has been carefully adapted in to a modern
format to allow for easy reading.
Figures of the Unconscious, No. 8Sigmund Freud, in
his search for the origins of the sense of guilt in
individual life and culture, regularly speaks of
"reading a dark trace," thus referring to the Oedipus
myth as a myth about the problem of human guilt. In
Freud's view, this sense of guilt is a trace, a path,
that leads deep into the individual's mental state, into
childhood memories, and into the prehistory of
culture and religion. Herman Westerink follows this
trace and analyzes Freud's thought on the sense of
guilt as a central issue in his work, from the earliest
studies on the moral and "guilty" characters of the
hysterics, via later complex differentiations within the
concept of the sense of guilt, and finally to Freud's
conception of civilization's discontents and Jewish
sense of guilt. The sense of guilt is a key issue in
Freudian psychoanalysis, not only in relation to other
key concepts in psychoanalytic theory but also in
relation to Freud's debates with other
psychoanalysts, including Carl Jung and Melanie
Klein.
Sigmund Freud (1856 - 1939) was an Austrian
neurologist who became known as the founding
father of psychoanalysis. Freud qualified as a doctor
of medicine at the University of Vienna in 1881, and
then carried out research into cerebral palsy,
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aphasia and microscopic neuroanatomy at the
Vienna General Hospital. He was appointed a
university lecturer in neuropathology in 1885 and
became a professor in 1902. In this book: Dream
Psychology, Psychoanalysis for Beginners A
General Introduction to Psychoanalysis Three
Contributions to the Theory of Sex Totem and
Taboo, Resemblances Between the Psychic Lives of
Savages and Neurotics Reflections on War and
Death Translator: M. D. Eder G. Stanley Hall A. A.
Brill Alfred B. Kuttner
A modern horseback journey across 1,000 miles of
desert and wilderness following the trail of the first
European explorer in the American Southwest.
"A philosophical critique of psychoanalysis that takes
psychoanalysis seriously but not as unchallengeable
dogma. . . . The most significant general treatment of
psychoanalytic theory since Freud himself ceased
publication."—Clyde Kluckhohn, The New York Times
Analyzes Freud's "Civilization and Its Discontents"
and explores the connections between Freud's
philosophical views on the human condition and the
substance and development of his theory.
(Dover thrift editions).
Considers the incompatibility of civilisation and individual
happiness, and the tensions between the claims of society
and the individual. This work focuses on what the author
perceives to be one of society's greatest dangers; 'civilised'
sexual morality.
A collection of Freud's major texts on love, human relations
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and loss, including: "The Taboo on Virginity"; "On Female
Sexuality"; "A Child is Being Beaten"; "Three Essays on the
Theory of Sexuality" and the case history "Dora."
Brings together international law's most outspoken
'discontents' to expose international law's complicity in the
ongoing economic and financial global crises.
'It was with awe That I beheld Fresh leaves, green leaves,
Bright in the sun' When the Japanese haiku master Basho
composed The Narrow Road to the Deep North, he was an
ardent student of Zen Buddhism, setting off on a series of
travels designed to strip away the trappings of the material
world and bring spiritual enlightenment. He writes of the
seasons changing, the smell of the rain, the brightness of the
moon and the beauty of the waterfall, through which he
sensed the mysteries of the universe. These writings not only
chronicle Basho's travels, but they also capture his vision of
eternity in the transient world around him. Translated with an
Introduction by Nobuyuki Yuasa
With Sigmund Freud notoriously flummoxed about what
women want, any encounter between psychoanalysis and
feminism would seem to promise a standoff. But in this lively,
often surprising history, Mari Jo Buhle reveals that the
twentieth century's two great theories of liberation actually
had a great deal to tell each other. Starting with Freud's 1909
speech to an audience that included the feminist and radical
Emma Goldman, Buhle recounts all the twists and turns this
exchange took in the United States up to the recent American
vogue of Jacques Lacan. While chronicling the contributions
of feminism to the development of psychoanalysis, she also
makes an intriguing case for the benefits psychoanalysis
brought to feminism. From the first, American psychoanalysis
became the property of freewheeling intellectuals and
popularists as well as trained analysts. Thus the cultural
terrain that Buhle investigates is populated by literary critics,
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artists and filmmakers, historians, anthropologists, and
sociologists--and the resulting psychoanalysis is not so much
a strictly therapeutic theory as an immensely popular form of
public discourse. She charts the history of feminism from the
first wave in the 1910s to the second in the 1960s and into a
variety of recent expressions. Where these paths meet, we
see how the ideas of Freud and his followers helped further
the real-life goals of a feminism that was a widespread social
movement and not just an academic phenomenon. The
marriage between psychoanalysis and feminism was not pure
bliss, however, and Buhle documents the trying moments;
most notably the "Momism" of the 1940s and 1950s, a
remarkable instance of men blaming their own failures of
virility on women. An ambitious and highly engaging history of
ideas, Feminism and Its Discontents brings together far-flung
intellectual tendencies rarely seen in intimate relation to each
other--and shows us a new way of seeing both. Table of
Contents: Introduction Feminism, Freudianism, and Female
Subjectivity Dissent in Freud's Ranks Culture and Feminine
Personality Momism and the Flight from Manhood Ladies in
the Dark Feminists versus Freud Feminine Self-in-Relation
The Crisis in Patriarchal Authority In the Age of the Vanishing
Subject Notes Acknowledgments Index Reviews of this book:
Where some feminists have been hostile to psychoanalysis,
and some psychoanalysts have been hostile to feminism,
Buhle, a MacArthur Fellow and professor at Brown University,
finds them linked in their quest to understand selfhood,
gender identity, family structures and sexual
expression...Feminism and Its Discontents is an excellent
guide to the history of these ideas...The struggles of feminism
and psychoanalysis may be cyclical, but they are far from
over, and far from dull. --Elaine Showalter, Washington Post
Book World Reviews of this book: Buhle's project is to
uncover the 'continual conversation' that feminism and
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psychoanalysis have had with one another, to show how they
are mutually constitutive. By charting the exchanges between
psychoanalysis and feminism, Feminism and Its Discontents
corrects the common impression that feminist criticisms fell
on deaf, if not disdainful, ears. Buhle takes pains to detail
how feminists and their opponents inside and outside
psychoanalysis have set the terms for key debates...Buhle is
an animated and engaged storyteller. The story she
tells--covering nearly a century of the vicissitudes of
psychoanalysis and feminism--is full of twists and turns, wellchosen anecdotes and occasional double-crosses. The cast
of characters is inspiring, exasperating, remarkable,
mercurial, colorful and sometimes slightly loony. Buhle draws
them with sympathy and a keen eye for the evocative
detail...Buhle writes with zest, touches of humor and energy.
Her style is witty and readable...It is no mean feat to avoid
ponderous and technical language when writing about
psychoanalysis, but she manages it...All told, psychoanalysis
and feminism, sometimes in tandem and sometimes at arm's
length, have made vital contributions to the question of
female selfhood. The 'odd couple' of our century, they share a
large part of the responsibility for our particular form of selfconsciousness and for the meaning of individuality in modern
society. Mari Jo Buhle deftly illuminates how together they
advanced the ambiguous and radical project of modern
selfhood. --Jeanne Marecek, Women's Review of Books
Reviews of this book: Feminism and Its Discontents sets out
to unravel the wondrously complex love-hate relationships
between--and within--feminism and psychoanalysis, which it
sees as the two most important movements of
modernity...The twists and tensions in that relationship
highlight the continuous arguments around sexual difference
and their entanglement in the messy conflicts in women's
lives between motherhood and careers, self-realization and
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gender justice...Buhle leads her readers through the repeated
battles over feminism, Freudianism and female subjectivity
with exceptional clarity and care. Her book will...serve as a
reliable introduction for those who have scant knowledge of
the historical ties binding feminism to psychoanalysis [and] is
also useful for those...who wish to remind themselves of what
they thought they already knew, but may well have forgotten.
--Lynn Segal, Radical Philosophy Reviews of this book:
Feminism and Its Discontents adds a novel and welcome
twist to [the Freud] conversation, the proposition that
feminism was so central to Freud's Americanization that the
quest for gender equality can be credited with turning
psychoanalysis into what we imagine it always was: an
enterprise centered on femininity and female
sexuality...[Buhle's] assertions are as enticing as they are
controversial...The book [is] as relevant for students of
feminist politics as for scholars interested in the history of
psychoanalysis itself. --Ellen Herman, Journal of American
History Reviews of this book: An exhaustively researched and
accessibly written account of the intersections and collisions
between [psychoanalysis and feminism]...Buhle chronicles
the gyrations of history and assesses how social theory
influences culture and vice versa. The result is far-reaching,
and she is at her best when reflecting on how the mainstream
accommodates and interprets the scholarly. Overall, the text
promises a lively overview of the mutual benefits derived from
a critical coalition between psychoanaylsis and feminism.
Highly recommended for all libraries. --Eleanor J. Bader,
Library Journal Reviews of this book: [Buhle] bases her
intriguing and expansive historical study on the premise that
feminism and psychoanalytic theory, each in its own way
concerned with understanding the 'self,' developed in
continuous dialogue with each other. The author's captivating,
energetic writing style reflects the often spirited, surprisingly
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tenacious relationship of these two theories--from their
emergence as 'unlikely bedpartners of Modernism'; through
the shifting intellectual patterns of this century and the
insidious mother-blaming of the '50s; to the contemporary
postmodern paradigm of subjectivity and selfhood. Combining
thorough research and incisive analysis, Buhle examines the
ongoing discourse among Freudian, new-Freudian, and
feminist theorists throughout the century as well as the
endless fascination of popular culture with the questions of
biology versus culture, difference versus equality. A vital
addition to both women's studies and psychology collections.
--Grace Fill, Booklist Reviews of this book: Feminism and Its
Discontents covers a dazzling spectrum of thinkers and
polemicists, ranging from Charlotte Perkins Gilman to
Barbara Ehrenreich, with admirable clarity and succinctness.
[Buhle's] reach in terms of American [and French] classical,
neo-, and post-Freudian writing by men and women on
women's psychosexual development is equally
impressive...Few scholars would attempt a comprehensive
intellectual history on such a charged topic. Buhle has done
so in this informative scholarly feat. --Kirkus Reviews Reviews
of this book: Buhle has bridged the void between feminism
and psychoanalysis with a historian's thorough and
penetrating interpretation of theories and thoughts implicit in
20th-century liberation movements. The introduction is clearly
developed and carefully documented...Each [chapter] is
skillfully organized with extensive references and notes to
motivate the astute scholar...There is no question that Buhle
has adeptly used a multidisciplinary approach to present
ideas and thoughts that give contemporary feminists and postFreudians another opportunity for dialogue on the terms
'difference' and 'equality.' --G.M. Greenberg, Choice
Feminism and psychoanalysis have each been defining
moments of this now fading century, and in their tangled
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relations lie some of its main preoccupations. It takes a
historian's eye to unravel this story, and one with the breadth,
sympathy, insight, and wit of Mari Jo Buhle to do it justice.
Feminism And Its Discontents will undoubtedly stand as the
definitive study of the encounter between these two great
movements. --Joel Kovel, Bard College, author of Red Hun
This book presents Freud's theory of the mind as an organic
whole, built from first principles and developing in
sophistication over time.
Barbarism and civilization form one of the oldest and most
rigid oppositions in Western history. According to this
dichotomy, barbarism functions as the negative standard
through which "civilization" fosters its self-definition and
superiority by labeling others "barbarians." Since the 1990s,
and especially since 9/11, these terms have become
increasingly popular in Western political and cultural
rhetoric—a rhetoric that divides the world into forces of good
and evil. This study intervenes in this recent trend and
interrogates contemporary and historical uses of barbarism,
arguing that barbarism also has a disruptive, insurgent
potential. Boletsi recasts barbarism as a productive concept,
finding that it is a common thread in works of literature, art,
and theory. By dislodging barbarism from its conventional
contexts, this book reclaims barbarism's edge and proposes it
as a useful theoretical tool.
Civilization and Its DiscontentsPrabhat PrakashanCivilization
and Its DiscontentsPenguin UK
Three decades into the ‘digital age’, the promises of
emancipation of the digital ‘revolution’ in education are still
unfulfilled. Furthermore, digitalization seems to generate new
and unexpected challenges – for example, the unwarranted
influence of digital monopolies, the radicalization of political
communication, and the facilitation of mass surveillance, to
name a few. This volume is a study of the downsides of
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digitalization and the re-organization of the social world that
seems to be associated with it. In a critical perspective,
technological development is not a natural but a social
process: not autonomous from but very much dependent
upon the interplay of forces and institutions in society. While
influential forces seek to establish the idea that the practices
of formal education should conform to technological change,
here we support the view that education can challenge the
capitalist appropriation of digital technology and, therefore,
the nature and direction of change associated with it. This
volume offers its readers intellectual prerequisites for critical
engagement. It addresses themes such as Facebook’s
response to its democratic discontents, the pedagogical
implications of algorithmic knowledge and quantified self, as
well as the impact of digitalization on academic profession.
Finally, the book offers some elements to develop a vision of
the role of education: what should be done in education to
address the concerns that new communication technologies
seem to pose more risks than opportunities for freedom and
democracy.
One of Freud's central achievements was to demonstrate
how unacceptable thoughts and feelings are repressed into
the unconscious, from where they continue to exert a decisive
influence over our lives. This volume contains a key
statement about evidence for the unconscious, and how it
works, as well as major essays on all the fundamentals of
mental functioning. Freud explores how we are torn between
the pleasure principle and the reality principle, how we often
find ways both to express and to deny what we most fear,
and why certain men need fetishes for their sexual
satisfaction. His study of our most basic drives, and how they
are transformed, brilliantly illuminates the nature of sadism,
masochism, exhibitionism and voyeurism.
Civilization and Its Discontents is considered Freud's most
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brilliant work. We all know that living in civilized groups
means sacrificing a degree of personal interest, but couldn't
you argue that it in fact creates the conditions for our
happiness? It seeks to answer several questions fundamental
to human society and its organization: What influences led to
the creation of civilization? Why and how did it come to be?
What determines civilization’s trajectory? Freud's theme is
that what works for civilization doesn't necessarily work for
man. Man, by nature aggressive and egotistical, seeks selfsatisfaction.
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