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A provocative book from a highly original scholar, challenging much of what we know about early Christian manuscripts In this bold
and groundbreaking book, Brent Nongbri provides an up-to-date introduction to the major collections of early Christian manuscripts
and demonstrates that much of what we thought we knew about these books and fragments is mistaken. While biblical scholars
have expended much effort in their study of the texts contained within our earliest Christian manuscripts, there has been a
surprising lack of interest in thinking about these books as material objects with individual, unique histories. We have too often
ignored the ways that the antiquities market obscures our knowledge of the origins of these manuscripts. Through painstaking
archival research and detailed studies of our most important collections of early Christian manuscripts, Nongbri vividly shows how
the earliest Christian books are more than just carriers of texts or samples of handwriting. They are three-dimensional
archaeological artifacts with fascinating stories to tell, if we’re willing to listen.
An examination of the early, mysterious Essene community at Qumran that links it with John the Baptist, Jesus, and the
beginnings of Christianity • Offers an eyewitness account of the final burial place of John the Baptist • Makes the case that
Christianity grew out of a form of monotheism first formulated by the Egyptian pharaoh Akhenaten • Includes physical and
photographic evidence never before published In his earlier book The Mystery of the Copper Scroll of Qumran, Robert Feather
analyzed the Dead Sea Scroll engraved on copper that is considered the work of the secretive, devout Jewish sect known as the
Essenes, who lived at Qumran around the time of Jesus. To continue his research into the Essene community's way of life and
how its beliefs may have influenced the beginnings of Christianity, he met with Father Jozef Milik, one of the scholars who worked
on deciphering the Dead Sea Scrolls in the 1950s. Feather learned that during Milik's work somewhere near the Qumran ruins, he
had excavated a headless corpse that he believed to be that of John the Baptist. Feather presents persuasive, powerful evidence
illustrating the strong link between the Qumran Essenes and New Testament teachings and showing that both John the Baptist
and Jesus were intimately involved with this community at Qumran. He further supports the claim that early Christians continued a
belief system centered on a form of monotheism first formulated by the Egyptian pharaoh Akhenaten and uniquely espoused by
the Essenes at Qumran.
For 457 years the Prophet Nostradamus has been a MYSTERY. Hidden in 'dark speech' he was misunderstood and rejected by
the Protestant Christian Church, forbidden to be read by the Catholic Church, and totally discredited by psychics and worldly
interpreters as being in the 'Occult'. However, it was the 'occult' interpreters that were instrumental in keeping his work alive and
mysterious. Written from a Christian perspective, many questions about this mysterious man Nostradamus, and why his work has
endured so long are answered in this book. Reverend Sunday has discovered the "secrets" and the intentions of his life's work,
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and you will be amazed to find out WHO Nostradamus really was. If you are curious about Planet X-Wormwood, then you will find
out how that ties into these hidden revelations. There always comes a time when "hidden" things are revealed to a Prophet.
(Daniel 2:22; Amos 3:7.) The second Prophet, William Branham, was way ahead of his time in his understanding of supernatural
phenomenon; and his revelations on the Book of Genesis regarding the "apple" and its sexual connotations lost him favor with the
"approved" church then, and now. Prophets are rarely understood in their own age. These TWO PROPHETS were brought
together to this 'unknown' Sophe/Scribe chosen to disclose the hidden, amazing information, and revelation for our day...To GOD
be the GLORY. Prepare the way for the Lord.
The Nag Hammadi Story is a socio-historical narration of just what went on during the thirty-two years from their discovery late in
1945, via their initial trafficking, and then attempts to monopolize, until finally their publication in 1977.
The 'Apocalypse of Adam' was discovered among the papyri from the ancient gnostic library at Nag Hammadi, Egypt, in 1946. It is
a revelatory discourse that Adam delivers to his son Seth. This discourse is the fifth and final tractate in Nag Hammadi Codex V.
The manuscript is now in the Coptic Museum in Old Cairo (codex inv. no. 10548). In Part I of this significant treatment, Hedrick
analyzes the sources that lay behind this work, the redaction, and the main theological themes. In Part II, he provides the Coptic
text, translation, and notes on the complete text, broken down by Source A, Source B, and the Redactor's additions.
'Chiefly an essay in the cultural context of the Decameron.'
This ambitious and well-researched study brings together for the first time translations of the ancient literature concerning the Sumerian god
Enki, one of four gods and goddesses who comprised the highest level of the Sumerian pantheon. The very existence of these writings,
which date from the Third Millennium B.C., was unknown until about 100 years ago, when their cuneiform script was deciphered. Since then,
it has become apparent that Sumerian literature had a profound and enduring influence on both Biblical and classical Greek literature, and so
on the literature of the western world as a whole. Kramer, one of the world's leading sumerologists, has prepared these translations from
among the scores of works he has published over the last fifty years; John Maier provides a full interpretive framework that places the
translations in their broader comparative cultural context. This rare collection will be of interest to students and scholars in a wide range of
disciplines from Near Eastern and Biblical Studies to Mythology and Comparative Literature.
The book deals with thinkers and movements that were embraced by many second-century religious seekers but which are now largely
forgotten or known only as "heretics": Basilides, Sethianism, Valentinus' school, Marcion, Tatian, Bardaisan, Montanists, Cerinthus, Ebionites,
Nazarenes, Jewish-Christianity of the "Pseudo-Clementines," and Elchasites.
The question of where ultimacy lies should be central to the Christian. It is easy to see the social implications of allowing priority to fall to
either the one or the many. This volume examines in-depth the Christian solution to the problem of the one and the many - the Trinitarian
God. Only in the godhead is this dilemma resolved. Only in the Trinity does there reside an equal ultimacy of unity and plurality. Rushdoony
examines the history of Western thought from the standpoint of the one and the many and demonstrates clearly that the most astute thinkers
were unable to resolve this philosophical conflict. What is needed now is a complete return to the Trinitarian view of God and its implications
for a Christian social order.
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Through rigorous examination of papyrological documentary sources, archaeology, and traditional literary sources, James Goehring gradually
forces a new direction in understanding the evolution of monasticism. He ably transforms these sources into a clear narrative, thereby
infusing the history of Egyptian monasticism with renewed energy.
Since 1963 the series Patristische Texte und Studien has been publishing research findings coordinated by the Patristics Commission, which
today is a joint venture of all the German Academies. The series is presenting editions, commentaries and monographs on the writings and
teachings of the Church Fathers.
"Jean Doresse's book was originally published in 1958 as the first authoritative description of the now famous cache of Egyptian Gnostic
writings known as the Nag-Hammadi Library or, as Doresse calls it, the Chenoboskion Library. Despite the forty plus years since publication,
a more readable and thorough introduction to the material is not to be found. Until the Nag-Hammadi discovery, the Gnostics were thought to
be no more than a heretical splinter group of early Christianity with particularly bizarre cosmologies and licentious sexual practices. Hardly
surprising given that most of what we knew about the various sects of Gnostics came from their rivals, the Christians. Doresse thoroughly
reviews what was known of Gnosticism before these writings of theirs were unearthed. As one of the original discoverers of these texts, his
first person account of their unearthing, acquisition, and identification is quite engaging. A physical description of the books then is given.
Finally he launches into a discussion of the texts themselves, and what they reveal to us of Gnostic belief and practice"--Amazon.com.
David Creech explores at length the Apocryphon of John's ambivalent treatment of the Jewish and Christian scriptures. Although Moses is
explicitly corrected at five points in the text, Genesis' account of creation is nonetheless the basis for the Apocryphon's cosmogony and
anthropogony. Its uneven treatment of the biblical text is the result of a dispute between the authors of the Apocryphon and other early
Catholics. At the earliest stage of the text the Christians who wrote and read the Apocryphon worshiped alongside other early catholic
Christians without any sense of contradiction or inconsistency. The key shift in the Apocryphon occurred after Irenaeus of Lyons' assault on
"Knowledge Falsely So-Called." In response to his concerted effort to bring the church under the authority of early catholic bishops, the
framers inserted corrections to Moses. The corrections are primarily rhetorical and used to refute early catholic identity markers.
Contents 1 Introduction: The Dismantling and Reassembling of the Categories of New Testament Scholarship 2 Kerygma and History in the
New Testament 3 LOGOI SOPHON: On the Gattung of Q 4 GNOMAI DIAPHOROI: The Origin and Nature of Diversification in the History of
Early Christianity 5 One Jesus and Four Primitive Gospels 6 The Structure and Criteria of Early Christian Beliefs 7 The Johannine Trajectory
8 Conclusion: The Intention and Scope of Trajectories
"The Gnostic Library" continues where the Dead Sea Scrolls left off. It is based on the Nag Hammadi codices, which were unearthed in 1945
-- a discovery considered as significant as the Dead Sea Scrolls themselves. The "Coptic Gnostic Library" contains all the texts of the Nag
Hammadi codices, both in the original Coptic and in translation. It sheds an invaluable light upon early Judaism and the roots of Christianity.
Now available in paperback.

A profound understanding of the surrealists’ connections with alchemists and secret societies and the hermetic
aspirations revealed in their works • Explains how surrealist paintings and poems employed mythology, gnostic
principles, tarot, voodoo, alchemy, and other hermetic sciences to seek out unexplored regions of the mind and recover
lost “psychic” and magical powers • Provides many examples of esoteric influence in surrealism, such as how Picasso’s
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Demoiselles d’Avignon was originally titled The Bath of the Philosophers Not merely an artistic or literary movement as
many believe, the surrealists rejected the labels of artist and author bestowed upon them by outsiders, accepting instead
the titles of magician, alchemist, or--in the case of Leonora Carrington and Remedios Varo--witch. Their paintings,
poems, and other works were created to seek out unexplored regions of the mind and recover lost “psychic” and magical
powers. They used creative expression as the vehicle to attain what André Breton called the “supreme point,” the point
at which all opposites cease to be perceived as contradictions. This supreme point is found at the heart of all esoteric
doctrines, including the Great Work of alchemy, and enables communication with higher states of being. Drawing on an
extensive range of writings by the surrealists and those in their circle of influence, Patrick Lepetit shows how the
surrealists employed mythology, gnostic principles, tarot, voodoo, and alchemy not simply as reference points but as
significant elements of their ongoing investigations into the fundamental nature of consciousness. He provides many
specific examples of esoteric influence among the surrealists, such as how Picasso’s famous Demoiselles d’Avignon
was originally titled The Bath of the Philosophers, how painter Victor Brauner drew from his father’s spiritualist vocation
as well as the Kabbalah and tarot, and how doctor and surrealist author Pierre Mabille was a Freemason focused on
finding initiatory paths where “it is possible to feel a new system connecting man with the universe.” Lepetit casts new
light on the connection between key figures of the movement and the circle of adepts gathered around Fulcanelli. He also
explores the relationship between surrealists and Freemasonry, Martinists, and the Elect Cohen as well as the Grail
mythos and the Arthurian brotherhood.
Papers presented at the Thirteenth International Conference on Patristic Studies held in Oxford 1999 (see also Studia
Patristica 34, 36, 37 and 38). The successive sets of Studia Patristica contain papers delivered at the International
Conferences on Patristic Studies, which meet for a week once every four years in Oxford; they are held under the aegis
of the Theology Faculty of the University. Members of these conferences come from all over the world and most offer
papers. These range over the whole field, both East and West, from the second century to a section on the Nachleben of
the Fathers. The majority are short papers dealing with some small and manageable point; they raise and sometimes
resolve questions about the authenticity of documents, dates of events, and such like, and some unveil new texts. The
smaller number of longer papers put such matters into context and indicate wider trends. The whole reflects the state of
Patristic scholarship and demonstrates the vigour and popularity of the subject.
Today the majority of humankind worships a single God. Although this God is said to be all loving and wanting peace for
his worshippers there is very little peace among the three religions based on common theology. Judaism, Christianity and
Islam all foster hatred for one another, causing millions of deaths and untold suffering for hundreds of years.This book
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explores the mythic, historical, and archaeological record to illustrate the history of these conflicts. The Gods of Man also
looks at how monotheism eventually dominated and destroyed the ancient and peaceful goddess traditions that had
existed for thousands of years before. Is the God of today simply used to enforce government edicts, justify war and to
control society?Gary R. Varner has written several articles and books on ancient religions, folklore and mythology. He is
a member of the American Folklore Society and the Foundation for Mythological Studies.
“Lash is capable of explaining the mind-bending concepts of Gnosticism and pagan mystery cults with bracing clarity and
startling insight. . . . [His] arguments are often lively and entertaining.”—Los Angeles Times Fully revised and with a new
preface by the author, this timely update is perfect for readers of The Immortality Key. Since its initial release to wide
acclaim in 2006, Not in His Image has transformed the lives of readers around the world by presenting the living
presence of the Wisdom Goddess as never before revealed, illustrating that the truth of an impactful Gnostic message
cannot be hidden or destroyed. With clarity, author John Lamb Lash explains how a little-known messianic sect propelled
itself into a dominant world power, systematically wiping out the great Gnostic spiritual teachers, the Druid priests, and
the shamanistic healers of Europe and North Africa. Early Christians burned libraries and destroyed temples in an
attempt to silence the ancient truth-tellers and keep their own secrets. Not in His Image delves deeply into ancient
Gnostic writings to reconstruct the story early Christians tried to scrub from the pages of history, exploring the richness of
the ancient European Pagan spirituality—the Pagan Mysteries, the Great Goddess, Gnosis, the myths of Sophia and
Gaia. In the 15th Anniversary Edition, Lash doubles down on his original argument against redemptive ideology and
authoritarian deceit. He shows how the Gnostics clearly foresaw the current program of salvation by syringe, and places
the Sophianic vision of life centrally in the battle to expose and oppose the evil agenda of transhumanism, making this
well-timed update more relevant than ever. “Sometimes a book changes the world. Not in His Image is such a book. It is
clear, stimulating, well-researched, and sure to outrage the experts. . . . Get it. Improve not just your own life, but
civilization’s chances for survival.”—Roger Payne, author of Among Whales
This book employs Cognitive Literary Theory in an analysis of Conceptual and Intertextual Blending in the Gospel of
Philip and the Exegesis on the Soul, read as Christian texts contemporary with the production and use of the Nag
Hammadi Codices.
Includes Part 1, Number 1 & 2: Books and Pamphlets, Including Serials and Contributions to Periodicals (January - December)
Drawing on the latest European Research on Meister Eckhart since 1970, the volume provides a comprehensive rereading of the Life, Works,
Career, Trial of Meister Eckhart. Central Philosophical ideas and sources with an account of his preaching, teaching and the reception of his
work from the 14th to the 21st century.
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"Hugo Lundhaug and Lance Jenott offer a sustained argument for the monastic provenance of the Nag Hammadi Codices. They examine the
arguments for and against a monastic Sitz im Leben and defend the view that the Codices were produced and read by Christian monks, most
likely Pachomians, in the fourth- and fifth-century monasteries of Upper Egypt. Eschewing the modern classification of the Nag Hammadi
texts as “Gnostic,” the authors approach the codices and their ancient owners from the perspective of the diverse monastic culture of late
antique Egypt and situate them in the context of the ongoing controversies over extra-canonical literature and the theological legacy of
Origen. Through a combination of sources, including idealized hagiographies, travelogues, monastic rules and exhortations, and the more
quotidian details revealed in documentary papyri, manuscript collections, and archaeology, monasticism in the Thebaid is brought to life, and
the Nag Hammadi codices situated within it. The cartonnage papyri from the leather covers of the codices, which bear witness to the
monastic culture of the region, are closely examined, while scribal and codicological features of the codices are analyzed and compared with
contemporary manuscripts from Egypt. Special attention is given to the codices’ scribal notes and colophons which offer direct evidence of
their producers and users. The study ultimately reveals the Nag Hammadi Codices as a collection of books completely at home in the
monastic manuscript culture of late antique Egypt."-The secret books of the egyptian gnostics, by jean doresseThe Secret Books of the Egyptian GnosticsAn Introduction to the Gnostic Coptic
Manuscripts Discovered at ChenoboskionM J F Books
Decodes the Dead Sea Scrolls to reveal Christianity’s hidden Essene origins • Reveals the Essenes as key figures behind Jesus’s trial,
torture, and crucifixion • Shows how Jesus, a former Essene himself, was deemed “the Wicked Priest” for his liberationist politics and
humanist bent • Examines the lost Christian doctrine of reincarnation and the secret role of Gabriel in the Virgin Birth The Dead Sea Scrolls,
discovered in 1947 at Qumran, are generally believed to have been written by a Jewish sect known as the Essenes between 350 BCE and 70
CE--but until now no convincing methodology has linked the Scrolls to the actual life and teachings of Jesus. Marvin Vining builds from the
controversial work of Barbara Thiering to demonstrate that the Scrolls do speak directly to the origins of Christianity and even reflect a mirror
image of the Gospels from the perspective of Jesus’s enemies. Christianity arose out of a schism between the exclusivist, rigid, and militant
views of the Essenes and the inclusivist, tolerant, and nonviolent views of Jesus. Jesus was raised an Essene, but he refused to follow their
orthodoxy. Vining shows that the Dead Sea Scrolls are written in a secret coded language called pesher in which Jesus emerges as the
Wicked Priest, the antagonist to the Teacher of Righteousness who was the leader of the Essenes. Jesus the Wicked Priest revitalizes the
Gospel message by revealing Jesus’s true role as a tireless social reformer and revolutionary teacher. Vining’s study reopens Christian
doctrinal questions supposedly long settled, such as reincarnation and the Virgin birth--even demonstrating that these two issues are related.
He discloses that the angel Gabriel was incarnate in a living human being and transmitted the seed of a holy bloodline to the Virgin Mary.
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