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Seminar paper from the year 2000 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade:
2,0 (B), Humboldt-University of Berlin (American Culture Studies), course: The
American Dream, 7 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Sam
Shepard is known as one of the most accomplished playwrights in the United States, he
also gained celebrity as an actor in a couple of American movies. He has written more
than 45 plays, different screenplays, and has received 11 Obie Awards, besides a
Golden Palm Award and an Oscar nomination. For the 1979 published play Buried
Child he received the Pulitzer Price in the same year. This play belongs to Shepard?s
trilogy of family dramas, and is probably the one which marks the change of direction in
his career to a more realistic style. Critics do recognize a lot of differences compared to
older plays, which are seen as surrealistic plays, or plays, which critics catogorize as
parts of the Theatre of Absurd, like, for example, Fool for Love. But reading Buried
Child, the reader quickly realizes that the play may have started as a realistic play, but it
turns out to be totally different. Step by step, Shepard creates a sarcastic play, which
also could be seen as part of the Theatre of Absurd. The play is about a farmers family
living near Illinois, in the middle of nowhere. On the surface the family seems to be
normal, maybe just a bit frustrated. But in the background appears to be a secret, which
connects the family in a very strange way, also every single member of the family tries
to keep this secret. In a brilliant way, Shepard here combines the actual with the
fictional. When the audience just starts to feel comfortable with the play, the plot
changes immediately and disappoints their great expectations. The following essay is
divided into three main parts. The first part will give an idea of Shepard?s use of
autobiographical facts, the second focuses on the father-son conflict we often find in his
plays. The last part ?The Buried Child? will be a direct interpretation of the text.
Seminar paper from the year 2010 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade:
1,7, University of Tubingen (Englisches Seminar), course: PS II Literary Studies: Family
Scenes: The American Family on Stage, language: English, abstract: "This study holds
that the coherence of the [American] nation owes much to the potency of its communal
'stories', those myths given prominence in cultural consciousness." (Wade 3).
According to Wade, the American culture is based on certain myths, on complex
systems of attitudes, beliefs, and values that are characteristic for a specific society or
group (cf. Collins Dictionary 1077). The history of the nation and the experience of
westward expansion resulted in certain myths that are still present in the American
imagination (cf. Companion Drama 286). U.S. playwright Sam Shepard is known for his
interest in national myths, which he defines as mysteries that speak to the emotions
and feelings of people, and in the prominence of such myths in modern society (cf.
Graham 112). Thus, Shepard sees his plays as tools for cultural conversation by which
he questions American myths (cf. Companion Drama 291). One of Shepards most
popular plays is the family drama Buried Child, which unfolds the dark secret of a family
living in a farm house in Midwestern Illinois (cf. BC ). This term paper will focus on two
myths which are dominant in Buried Child: The myth of the generic middle-class family
in the U.S. and the myth of the American Midwest. How does Sam Shepard reveal
these myths in his family drama, and how does he demonstrate their hollowness? The
first chapter will be based on the myth of the generic American family, on its definition,
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its appearance in the play, and on the question how this myth is criticized. The second
chapter will focus on the myth of the American Midwest in the same line."
The incidence of melanoma has increased by 2000% since 1930 and one person dies
each hour from the disease. This cutting edge guide provides scientifically accurate
information which patients and their families need, to understand melanoma and its
treatment and to receive necessary reassurance. It is also a vitally important resource
for those who want information about preventing the disease or finding it early when it is
most curable. Catherine M. Poole, a melanoma survivor and melanoma patient
advocate for many organisations, and Dr. DuPont Guerry, an internationally renowned
melanoma expert, have collaborated to provide current, correct and easily understood
information on the disease. The authors have had first-hand contact with a multitude of
patients with melanoma, and they understand exactly how to empower patients to gain
control of their situations and obtain the best treatment.
American Drama offers a comprehensive introduction for students who require detailed
but clear information on the dramatists included. It has much to offer the academic and
serious reader and addresses the common concern that the unfamiliar names and
forgotten voices of those who made a major contribution to the history of American
drama have been unfairly neglected. A range of approaches and a wide selection of
plays discussed make this volume a landmark in our appreciation and understanding of
some of this century's greatest writers.
Ideal for students, scholars, theatre professionals, amateur drama enthusiasts and
theatre-goers, The Oxford Guide to Plays provides essential information including title,
author, dates of composition and first performance, genre, composition of the cast, plot
synopsis and a brief commentary on 1,000 of the best-loved and most important plays
in world theatre. An index of characters helps the reader to find particular characters
and to trace the trajectory of major historical and legendary characters, and an index of
playwrights enables the reader to find details of all the plays included by the author.
The most significant plays - from The Oresteia to Waiting for Godot - are dealt with in
more detail.
Buried ChildDramatists Play Service Inc
These issues consist of the edited Proceedings of the Shepard conference, organized
by the Belgian-Luxembourg American Studies Association and the Free University of
Brussels (VUB), which took place in Brussels, 28-30 May 1993. It will be of interest to
undergraduates and postgraduates, professors, critics, theater practitioners, writers and
those with a keen interest in the fields of literature, theater studies and cultural studies.

This study explores how masculinity is presented in the works of such leading
male playwrights as Sam Shepard, Arthur Miller, Eugene O'Neill, David Mamet
and August Wilson.
New York magazine was born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York
Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself as the trusted resource for
readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's
consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and
excitement of the city itself, while celebrating New York as both a place and an
idea.
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This comprehensive analysis traces Sam Shepard's career from his experimental
one-act plays of the 1960s to the 1994 play Simpatico. Curse of the Starving
Class, Buried Child, True West, Fool for Love and A Lie of the Mind are all
examined in depth. Concentrating on his playwriting, this book charts Shepard's
various developments and shifts of direction, and the changing contexts in which
his work appeared. Engaging, informative, and insightful, The Theatre of Sam
Shepard is the definitive source on the works of this innovative and original
writer.
Discusses the social, cultural, intellectual, and aesthetic aspects of American
literature
Moss Hart once said that you never really learn how to write a play; you only
learn how to write this play. Crafted with that adage in mind, The Dramatic
Writer’s Companion is designed to help writers explore their own ideas in order
to develop the script in front of them. No ordinary guide to plotting, this handbook
starts with the principle that character is key. “The character is not something
added to the scene or to the story,” writes author Will Dunne. “Rather, the
character is the scene. The character is the story.” Having spent decades
working with dramatists to refine and expand their existing plays and
screenplays, Dunne effortlessly blends condensed dramatic theory with specific
action steps—over sixty workshop-tested exercises that can be adapted to
virtually any individual writing process and dramatic script. Dunne’s in-depth
method is both instinctual and intellectual, allowing writers to discover new
actions for their characters and new directions for their stories. Dunne’s own
experience is a crucial element of this guide. His plays have been selected by the
Eugene O’Neill Theatre Center for three U.S. National Playwrights Conferences
and have earned numerous honors, including a Charles MacArthur Fellowship,
four Bay Area Theatre Critics Circle Awards, and two Drama-Logue Playwriting
Awards. Thousands of individuals have already benefited from his workshops,
and The Dramatic Writer’s Companion promises to bring his remarkable creative
method to an even wider audience.
Few American playwrights have exerted as much influence on the contemporary
stage as Sam Shepard. His plays are performed on and off Broadway and in all
the major regional American theatres. They are also widely performed and
studied in Europe, particularly in Britain, Germany and France, finding both a
popular and scholarly audience. In this collection of seventeen original essays,
American and European authors from different professional and academic
backgrounds explore the various aspects of Shepard's career - his plays, poetry,
music, fiction, acting, directing and film work. The volume covers the major plays,
including Curse of the Starving Class, Buried Child, and True West, as well as
other lesser known but vitally important works. A thorough chronology of
Shepard's life and career, together with biographical chapters, a note from the
legendary Joseph Chaikin, and an interview with the playwright, give a
fascinating first-hand account of an exuberant and experimental personality.
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Sam Shepard is one of America's most prolific dramatists, as well as a
screenplay writer, memoirist, and successful film actor. His irreverent, satirical,
and nostalgic treatment of American popular culture has attracted a cult following
as well as the re
The first book-length study of the notion of place and its implications in modern drama
New edition of Modern American Drama completes the survey and comes up to 2000.
In Tilt: Finding Christ in Culture, Brian Nixon takes the reader on a voyage of discovery,
traveling the currents of God’s presence in culture, summed up in four streams that
define a noun: people, places, things, and ideas. In his journey, Nixon touches upon
people as diverse as Andy Warhol, Cormac McCarthy, Robert Redford, and Georgia
O’Keeffe; places such as Canterbury, England, and Las Vegas, Nevada; things as
unique as typewriters, trains, and abstract art; and ideas as fascinating as mathematics
and beauty. In these short impressionistic pieces, Nixon, with the curiosity of a
journalist, elicits intelligent discussion and poetic articulations, prompting a head tilt
from those who join him on a theo-cultural expedition.
First Published in 2000. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.
Volume Four of the distinguished American Theatre: A Chronicle of Comedy and
Drama series offers a thorough, candid, and fascinating look at the theater in New York
during the last decades of the twentieth century.
This original survey of the personalized cultural legacy of the sixties includes George
Lucas, Bruce Springsteen, Sam Sheperd and Michael Herr in its analysis of the
contributions of ten creative figures who came of age during the Vietnam war.
A product of a computer-aided text analysis of Buried Child, the methodology of this
volume centres around the idea that one gains a greater understanding of the whole
from a complete analysis of its parts. The computer performed a double breakdown of
the script: first, the separate parts in full-line text; second, formatting the separate parts
into individual concordances.
A Study Guide for Sam Shepard's "Buried Child," excerpted from Gale's acclaimed
Drama For Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character
analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further
reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Drama For Students for all of
your research needs.
Provides a new way of defining—and understanding—postmodern drama
Brilliant, prolific, uniquely American, Pulitzer prizewinning playwright Sam Separd is a
major voice in contemporary theatre. And here are seven of his very best. "One of the
most original, prolific and gifted dramatists at work today."—The New Yorker "The
greatest American playwright of his generation...the most inventive in language and
revolutionary in craft, [he] is the writer whose work most accurately maps the interior
and exterior landscapes of his society."—New York Magazine "If plays were put in time
capsules, future generations would get a sharp-toothed profile of life in the U.S. in the
past decade and a half from the works of Sam Shepard."—Time "Sam Shepard is the
most exciting presence in the movie world and one of the most gifted writers ever to
work on the American stage."—Marsha Norman, Pulitzer prizewinning author of ‘Night,
Mother. "One of our best and most challenging playwrights...his plays are a form of
exorcism: magical, sometimes surreal rituals that grapple with the demonic forces in the
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American landscape."—Newsweek "His plays are stunning in thier originality, defiant and
inscrutable."—Esquire "Sam Shepard is phenomenal..the best practicing American
playwright."—The New Republic
In this performance criticism, the author examines his own work in the theatre as actor
and director, as well as that of others. The book offers a topical approach to various
issues, both artisitc and philosophical, involved in staging modern dramatists.
The Methuen Drama Guide to Contemporary American Playwrights is an authoritative
single-volume guide to the work of twenty-five American playwrights from the second
half of the twentieth century, written by a team of twenty-five eminent scholars from the
United States, Canada, Britain, Germany and Ireland contributing individual studies to
the work of each playwright. Each of the twenty-five chapters provides: a biographical
introduction to the playwright and their work; a survey and concise analysis of each of
the writer's published plays; a discussion of their style, dramaturgical concerns and the
critical reception; and a full bibliography of published plays, listing of premieres and a
select list of critical works. Among the many Tony, Obie and Pulitzer prize-winning
playwrights included are Sam Shepard, Tony Kushner, Suzan-Lori Parks, August
Wilson, Paula Vogel, Tracey Letts and Neil LaBute, besides many more. Unrivalled in
its coverage of recent work and writers, this collection surveys and analyses the
breadth, vitality and development of theatrical work to emerge from America over the
last fifty years.
This book treating 18,000 individuals in all consists of genealogical notes on specific
New York and New England families, as well as a miscellaneous section of source
records pertaining to families of the region. The genealogical notes provide exact dates
of births, marriages, and deaths of all members of a given family, working back to the
original immigrants to this country and forward to the last quarter of the 19th century.
The section of miscellaneous notes includes Bible records (with cross references to the
above genealogies), records of burials in New York from 1727 to 1757, and an index of
intermarriages for both New York and New England families. A dense 50-page index
contains the names of all persons referred to in the genealogies.--From publisher
description.
Although not yet 40, two-time Pulitzer finalist Sarah Ruhl has established herself as one
of America’s most innovative and productive playwrights. She is known for charting
complex currents of desire and broaching weighty topics such as bereavement with a
light, whimsical touch. This critical volume represents the first full-length,
comprehensive study of her work. The text tracks the evolution of her style and
aesthetic, situates her body of work within the American theatre scene, investigates her
influences, and analyzes her plays in depth, including Eurydice, The Clean House,
Passion Play, and In the Next Room or the vibrator play.

Volume three of a unique three-volume history covering all aspects of American
theatre.
This illustrated volume covers the career of Sam Shepard, the provocative
American playwright, scriptwriter, actor, and director, through an introductory
survey followed by in-depth analyses of representative selections from the oneacts (Action, States of Shock), experimental collaborations with Joseph Chaikin
(Savage/Love), and by now classic family plays (Buried Child, A Lie of the Mind).
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It ranges from Shepard's unpublished adaptation of Marlowe's Doctor Faustus
through the textual variants and political context of Operation Sidewinder to
Robert Altman's movie version of Fool for Love, besides offering brief
comparisons with fellow dramatists (Albee and Beckett) and visual artists
(Edward Weston, Marsden Hartley). Several performance analyses supplement
the textual criticism and provide a sample of European directorial approaches.
Together, these takes offer a composite picture of an artist whose output over the
past forty years has turned him into a figurehead of twentieth century drama,
studied and produced all over the world with a keen eye for his idiosyncratic and
critical view of what it means to be American.
A Brief History of American Literature offers students and general readers a
concise and up-to-date history of the full range of American writing from its
origins until the present day. Represents the only up-to-date concise history of
American literature Covers fiction, poetry, drama and non-fiction, as well as
looking at other forms of literature including folktales, spirituals, the detective
story, the thriller and science fiction Considers how our understanding of
American literature has changed over the past twenty years Offers students an
abridged version of History of American Literature, a book widely considered the
standard survey text Provides an invaluable introduction to the subject for
students of American literature, American studies and all those interested in the
literature and culture of the United States
A fascinating if somewhat elliptical collection of essays on drama and cinema that
includes interviews with Roberta Levitow, Martin Scorsese, and Stanley Kaufman
(as well as an interview play by Don DeLillo), and essays by Robert Brustein,
Richard Gilman, Stanley Kaufman, and Andre Bazin, among others. Paper
edition (unseen), $16.95. Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
Founding member of the Provincetown Players, Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright,
best-selling novelist and short story writer Susan Glaspell (1876–1948) was a
great contributor to American literature. An exploration of eleven plays written
between the years 1915 and 1943, this critical study focuses on one of
Glaspell’s central themes, the interplay between place and identity. This study
examines the means Glaspell employs to engage her characters in proxemical
and verbal dialectics with the forces of place that turn them into victims of
location. Of particular interest are her characters’ attempts to escape the
influence of territoriality and shape identities of their own.
Describes more than 80 full-length plays produced in the last quarter of the 20th
century, with an emphasis on New York and London performances.
THE STORY: The setting is a squalid farm home occupied by a family filled with
suppressed violence and an unease born of deep-seated unhappiness. The
characters are a ranting alcoholic grandfather; a sanctimonious grandmother who
goes on drinking b
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