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Brewers Dictionary Of London Phrase And Fable
'This is, in fact, not what you were looking for; but it's much more interesting' Terry Pratchett
Much loved for its wit and wisdom since 1870, Brewer's Dictionary of Phrase and Fable takes
you on a captivating adventure through its trademark blend of language, culture, myth and
legend. Nowhere else could the histories of the guillotine and Guinness stout sit so comfortably
alongside the KGB and the Keystone Kops. Brewer's is a catalogue of curiosities and
absurdities that, over almost 150 years in print, has acquired near-mythical status. Edited by
Susie Dent, this new edition includes a brand new Collection of Curious Words and many new
and updated entries. Its pages brim with esoteric and entertaining oddities - everything from
curious customs to the world of newspapers and political alliances of yesteryear - all seen
through the distinctive Brewer lens. This twentieth edition of Brewer's Dictionary of Phrase and
Fable encapsulates all the charm and wit that characterise its predecessors and maintains the
standards of scholarship and eclecticism that have long been its hallmark. Whether you're a
committed Brewerphile or a newcomer to its pages of fascinating entries, this edition will draw
you in and keep you glued to its rich mix of eccentric nuggets. As Susie Dent explains in the
foreword, Brewer's "is unlike any other reference book that exists, anywhere."
In 1860 Abraham Lincoln employed the proverb, Right makes might, (opposite of the more
aggressive Might makes right) in his famed Cooper Union address. While Lincoln did not
originate the proverb, his use of it in this critical speech indicates that the 14th century phrase
had taken on new ethical and democratic connotations in the 19th century. In this collection,
famed scholar of proverbs Wolfgang Mieder explores the multifaceted use and function of
proverbs through the history of the United States, from their early beginnings up through their
use by today's well-known politicians, including Barack Obama, Hillary Rodham Clinton, and
Bernie Sanders. Building on previous publications and unpublished research, Mieder explores
sociopolitical aspects of the American worldview as expressed through the use of proverbs in
politics, women's rights, and the civil rights movement. By looking at the use of proverbial
phrases, Mieder demonstrates how one traditional phrase can take on numerous expressive
roles over time and how they continue to play a key role in our contemporary moment.
Christianity abounds with fascinating, little-known trivia. Gas station attendants, for example,
enjoy their own patron saint. So do stamp collectors, truss makers and sailors in the Bolivian
navy. Jesus and Judas were common names in the biblical period, and Jesus of Nazareth had
a brother named Judas. The forbidden fruit was more likely an apricot than an apple, and
Delilah hired a barber to cut Sampson’s hair. This dictionary of miscellany combs the annals of
Christian esoterica, offering the most intriguing facts that are often forgotten, overlooked or
ignored. Departing from the standard subject matter, this work serves as an unruly companion
to the typical Bible dictionary. Nearly 1500 entries range from Aaron’s beard (a popular name
for Saint John’s wort) to zounds (an antiquated Christian swear word). Information is crossreferenced and includes numerous quotations.
Covering over 10,000 idioms and collocations characterized by similarity in their wording or
metaphorical idea which do not show corresponding similarity in their meanings, this dictionary
presents a unique cross-section of the English language. Though it is designed specifically to
assist readers in avoiding the use of inappropriate or erroneous phrases, the book can also be
used as a regular phraseological dictionary providing definitions to individual idioms, clichés,
and set expressions. Most phrases included in the dictionary are in active current use, making
information about their meanings and usage essential to language learners at all levels of
proficiency.
This work explains the origins of the familiar and the unfamiliar in everyday speech and
literature, including the colloquial and the proverbial. It embraces archaeology, history, religion,
the arts, science, mythology and characters from fiction.
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A guide to contemporary slogans, slang, acronyms, and allusions offers definitions, anecdotes,
and histories of idioms and a treasury of information on the arts, literature, science, business,
and popular culture.
First published in 1987, the Dictionary of Jargon expands on its predecessor Newspeak
(Routledge Revivals, 2014) as an authoritative reference guide to specialist occupational
slang, or jargon. Containing around 21, 000 entries, the dictionary encompasses a truly
eclectic range of fields and includes extensive coverage of both British and U.S. jargon. Areas
dealt with range from marketing to medicine, from advertising to artificial intelligence and from
skiing to sociology. This is a fascinating resource for students of lexicography and professional
lexicographers, as well as the general inquisitive reader.
Words that Teem With Meaning - Copenhagen Views on Lexicography
This collection contains 300 Greek maxims and proverbs accompanied by their counterparts in
eight European languages: English, French, German, Italian, Spanish, Swedish, Dutch, and
Russian. The introduction relates the history, the origin, and the importance of proverbs; it also
includes a short chapter on the use of proverbs in English, German, French, Italian, Spanish,
and Modern Greek literature. This book is a useful companion both for translators and
interpreters; a vade mecum not only for them, but also for every learner of the above
mentioned European languages.
Fully revised and updated, the second edition of this authoritative guide is a comprehensive,
scholarly and systematic review of modern English. In one volume the book presents a
description of both the linguistic structure of present-day English and its geographical, social,
gender, and ethnic variations. Covering new developments such as the impact of email on
language and corpus-based grammars, this accessible text has been extensively rewritten and
brings the survey of modern English right up to date. It also offers new examples and
suggestions for further reading.
From the Bloomsbury Group to the Camberwell Carrot and Samuel Johnson to Boris Johnson,
Brewer's Dictionary of London Phrase and Fable shines a welcome light into the enticingly
shadowy corners of London's language, culture, and history. More than 2,000 entries
encompass words, phrases, historical events, notable London characters (both real and
fictional), customs and ceremonies, institutions, artistic and literary works, celebrations and
events, inventions, streets and districts, anecdotes, names and nicknames, terminology, and
slang.
Frank Brock only lived to be 33. Nonetheless, he did more in that short life than most men
could accomplish in several. The hottest fires burn most quickly and here was a man who
burned brightly, extinguished in a blaze of glory. The scion of the world-famous Brock
Fireworks was killed in action in Belgium during the most daring British raid of WWI, with a
cutlass in one hand and a revolver in the other. Picture a daredevil combatant, elite athlete,
secret agent and brilliant inventor all rolled into a precocious boy raised in a fireworks family
that allowed him to become a pyrotechnical genius. There you have Frank Brock - remarkable
combination of James Bond, Thomas Edison, Indiana Jones, and MacGyver. Gunpowder and
Glory is the first-ever biography of Brock, an unheralded hero of WWI whose contribution to the
war effort saved tens of thousands of lives and helped to end The Great War. Frank could
easily have been the template for 007. He was: ·A heavyweight boxer and powerhouse rugby
player ·An expert marksman and oarsman ·A first-rate pilot ·Commissioned in all three
branches of the armed services – army, navy, and air force – in WWI ·An inventor who ended
Germany’s dream of air supremacy with his pioneering Brock Bullet. ·Ingenious and he helped
prevent German domination of the English Channel by inventing Dover Flares which lit up the
sea at night and forced U-boats into deep mine fields. Still, his exploits did not end there. As a
secret agent Brock dashed to France on his wedding day, snuck into Switzerland, rowed
across Lake Constance into enemy territory, and orchestrated the world’s first strategic
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bombing raid – ordered by Winston Churchill himself – at the zeppelin factory in
Friedrichshafen, Germany. Lastly, on the day of his untimely death, he led the charge in a
surprise naval attack only made possible by the artificial fog he invented to mask their daring
approach. Co-authored by his grandson, Gunpowder and Glory tells more than Brock’s
amazing life of invention and heroism. Woven into the narrative is the dazzling history of C.T.
Brock & Company Fireworks, the world-famous firm started by Frank’s five-times greatgrandfather.
George Orwell coined the term ‘Newspeak’ for his novel 1984, the purpose of which was
designed to shrink vocabularies and eliminate subtlety and nuance. For this dictionary, first
published to herald the year 1984, Jonathon Green compiled nearly 8, 000 entries – selected
from the slangs and specific vocabularies of trades, professions and interests – covering such
areas as the world of entertainment, the media, the military economics, and finance. This
dictionary provides an accurate and useful linguistic guide for students of lexicography and an
interesting compendium for the general inquisitive reader.
??????????·???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????? ???????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
This book is about inequities in education in Europe. The authors have worked together on an
analysis of educational inequalities in Europe, which they draw on through the book: they
suggest that the countries of Europe, through the European Union, are beginning to address
issues of educational disadvantage on a systematic, continent-wide basis. Because of this
policy concern, this book is timely in the way that it addresses social and education inequities
on the scale of Europe. This is not simply an account of practices and policies. The authors’
analysis of individual country and European Union policy documents will be of practical and
theoretical use to the policy community and the community of practitioners who are concerned
with inequities in society, and in education in particular. The authors want to do more than
simply add to the literature and theory: they aspire to make an impact on how education can
contribute to positively improving the lives of disadvantaged groups. While some suggest that
education is doomed to simply reproduce existing social patterns and replicate social
inequities, the authors believe that educational policies have the potential to challenge
inequalities, and to transform lives.
This early volume of Brewer s Dictionary of Phrase and Fable is both expensive and hard to
find in its first edition. It is a reference book containing definitions of phrases and figures,
whether mythical or historical. Many of the earliest books, particularly those dating back to the
1900s and before, are now extremely scarce. We are republishing these classic works in
affordable, high quality, modern editions, using the original text and artwork.
A comprehensive bibliography of American and international politics covers print and electronic
materials published in English, primarily in the U.S. and U.K., with most chapters arranged by
reference format, then alphabetically by title.
Explore a compilation of reference service works by Charles A. Bunge, a leader in the field!
This informative and delightful book highlights the contributions of Charles A. Bunge to the
literature on reference service. From Past-Present to Future-Perfect: A Tribute to Charles A.
Bunge and the Challenges of Contemporary Reference Service offers reference librarian
professionals the reprints of selected articles by Charles Bunge, bibliographies of his published
work, and original articles that draw on Bunge’s values and ideas in assessing the present and
shaping the future of reference service. Through this guide, you will explore four categories of
Bunge’s work, which include measuring the effectiveness of reference service, the reference
environment, reference sources, and reflecting on the past and future of reference work. This
important book will assist you in creating and maintaining an effective and ethical reference
service that will help patrons find the materials they need. With From Past-Present to FuturePage 3/8
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Perfect, you will gain access to some of Bunge’s most important articles on the reference
environment. Some of the helpful reference service information you will examine includes:
ways of putting joy back into reference work to counteract the situation of low morale among
practicing reference librarians discussions on the challenge of continual learning for reference
librarians and strategies for updating knowledge and skills understanding and organizational
strategies for handling stress in the library workplace exploring the realm of an ethical
reference practice and how a reference librarian should act or behave in providing reference
services peer coaching programs for reference librarians to assist the learning and sharing of
knowledge among colleagues organizing electronic reference sources assisting patrons with
their reference questions using technology in the reference environment Thorough and
comprehensive, this excellent resource explores the changes that have occurred in reference
and information resources, and techniques for setting goals and objectives for your reference
department. From Past-Present to Future-Perfect looks at the exciting and challenging world of
reference librarianship and gives you valuable insights and ideas on how to improve and
update your reference department.
The thirteen chapters of this book comprise an intriguing and informative entry into the world of
proverb scholarship, illustrating that proverbs have always been and continue to be wisdom's
international currency. The first section of the book focuses on the field of paremiology
(proverb studies) in general, the spread of Anglo-American proverbs in Europe, and the
phenomenon of modern proverbs. The second section analyzes the use of proverbs in the
world of politics, including a chapter on President Obama, while the third concentrates on the
uses of proverbs in literature. The final section ends with detailed cultural studies of the origin,
history, dissemination, use, function, and meaning of specific proverbs. Noted scholar
Wolfgang Mieder shows that proverbs matter in culture, literature, and politics. Proverbs
remain part and parcel of oral and written communication, and, he demonstrates, they deserve
to be studied from a range of viewpoints. While various chapters deal with a variety of issues
and approaches, they cohere through a rhetorical perspective that looks at the text, texture,
and context of proverbs as speech acts that make a noteworthy impact on culture and society.
Whether proverbs appear in everyday speech, on the radio, on television, in films, on the
pages of newspapers or magazines, in advertisements, in literary works, or in political
speeches, they serve as formulaic verbal devices to add authoritative weight through tradition,
convention, and wisdom.
From the Bloomsbury Group to the Camberwell Carrot, Samuel Johnson to Boris Johnson and
Oranges and Lemons to apples and pears, Brewer's Dictionary of London Phrase and Fable
gathers together the people, places, events, culture, anecdotes, slang and catchphrases that
make London one of the greatest cities on Earth. Perfect for checking on something interesting
that you've found on your travels through the city, or simply browsing through to impress your
London friends with the breadth of your knowledge - you're bound to find something that
they've never even heard of before. So whether you're a Londoner through and through, a
newly-arrived citizen, a frequent visitor or you prefer to experience this bustling and
cacophonous city from the safety of your armchair, Brewer's Dictionary of London Phrase and
Fable will bring the heart and soul of London to your bookshelf.
Dictionaries are among the most frequently consulted books, yet we know remarkably little
about them. Who makes them? Where do they come from? What do they offer? How can we
evaluate them? The Dictionary of Lexicography provides answers to all these questions and
addresses a wide range of issues: * the traditions of dictionary-making * the different types of
dictionaries and other reference works (such as thesaurus, encyclopedia, atlas and telephone
directory) * the principles and concerns of lexicographers and other reference professionals *
the standards of dictionary criticism and dictionary use. It is both a professional handbook and
an easy-to-use reference work. This is the first time that the subject has been covered in such
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a comprehensive manner in the form of a reference book. All articles are self-contained, crossreferenced and uniformly structured. The whole is an up-to-date and forward-looking survey of
lexicography.

Encompasses real, fictitious, and mythical names from history, romance, the arts,
science, and fable, and phrases, superstitions, and customs ancient and
contemporary.
"In this book: Much loved for its wit and wisdom since 1870, Brewer's Dictionary
of Phrase and Fable takes you on a captivating adventure through its trademark
blend of language, culture, myth and legend. Edited by Susie Dent, this new
edition contains an intriguing supplement of Brewer's Gems - facts, fables and
curiosities from Brewer collections of the past. Its pages brim with esoteric and
entertaining entries - everything from curious customs to the world of newspapers
and political alliances of yesteryear - all seen through the distinctive Brewer lens.
This nineteenth edition of Brewer's Dictionary of Phrase and Fable encapsulates
all the charm and wit that characterise its predecessors and maintains the
standards of scholarship and eclecticism that have long been its hallmark. This
unique edition has been thoroughly updated with over 100 new and revised
entries - think crowdsourcing, cyberpunk, iPad and mash-up - guaranteed to
delight, entertain and inspire in the best Brewer's tradition. Also included are
twenty special entries that encapsulate the enticing spirit of the dictionary.
Discover Brewer's take on angels, heraldry, pub signs and recluses and delve
into the lexicographical world of the eggcorn. Whether you're a committed
Brewerphile or a newcomer to its pages of fascinating entries, this edition will
draw you in and keep you glued to its rich mix of eccentric nuggets. As Susie
Dent explains in the foreword, Brewer's 'is not a straightforward dictionary, nor is
it an encyclopaedia. It is, in fact, unlike any other reference book that exists,
anywhere.'"--Wheelers.co.nz.
Brewer's Dictionary of Phrase and Fable is one of the world's best-loved
reference books. First published in 1870, this treasury of 'words that have a story
to tell' has established itself as one of the great reference classics—the first port of
call for tens of thousands of terms, phrases and proper names, and a fund of
fascinating, unusual and out-of-the-way information. At the heart of the dictionary
lie entries on the meaning and origin of a vast range of words and expressions,
from everyday English phrases to Latin tags. Alongside these are articles on
people and events in mythology and religion, and on folk customs, superstitions
and beliefs. Major events and people in history are also treated, as are
movements in art and literature, famous literary characters, and key aspects of
popular culture, philosophy, geography, science and magic. To complete this rich
mix of information, Brewer and his subsequent editors have added an
extraordinary and enticing miscellany of general knowledge—lists of patron saints,
terms in heraldry, regimental nicknames, public house names, the principal
English horse-races and famous last words. For the Seventeenth Edition of
Brewer's the entire existing text has been revised and updated and more than
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1500 new articles added. These include: words and phrases (best thing since
sliced bread, bling, where the bodies are buried); characters and places from
fantasy literature and film (Gollum, Hogwarts, Obi-Wan Kenobi, Voldemort);
political, celebrity and sporting nicknames (Butcher of Baghdad; Dubya);
miscellaneous arcana (Chorasmian Waste, dilligrout, dwile flonking). This first
new Brewer's of the 21st century maintains and respects the book's 135-year-old
tradition, while offering a wealth of fascinating new material to reflect the 'phrase
and fable' of a changing world.
Brewer's Dictionary of London Phrase & FableLarousse Kingfisher Chambers
This innovative collection of essays is the first volume to explore the many ways
in which dictionaries have stimulated the imaginations of modern and
contemporary poets from Britain, Ireland, and America, while also considering
how poetry has itself been a rich source of material for lexicographers.
"You can't unring a bell." "It takes a village to raise a child." "Life is just a bowl of
cherries." We sometimes think of proverbs as expressions of ancient wisdom, but
in fact new proverbs are constantly arising. This unique volume is devoted
exclusively to English language proverbs that originated in the twentieth and
twenty-first centuries. The most complete and accurate such collection ever
compiled, The Yale Book of Modern Proverbs presents more than 1,400
individual proverbs gathered and researched with the help of electronic full-text
databases not previously used for such a project. Entries are organized
alphabetically by key words, with information about the earliest datable
appearance, origin, history, and meaning of each proverb. Mundane or sublime,
serious or jocular, these memorable sayings represent virtually every aspect of
the modern experience. Readers will find the book almost impossible to put down
once opened; every page offers further proof of the immense vitality of proverbs
and their colorful contributions to the oral traditions of today.
Have you ever wondered where terms like 'end of your tether', 'gets my goat' or
'letting ones hair down' come from? Or why we call some people 'geezers', 'sugar
daddies' or 'lounge lizards'? Or where the words 'eavesdropping', 'nickname' and
'D-Day' come from? They are just a few of the many words and phrases that
language expert Max Cryer examines in this fact-filled and fun new book. Max
explains where these curious expressions come from, what they mean and how
they are used. Along the way he tells a host of colourful anecdotes and dispels
quite a few myths - Did Churchill originate the phrase 'black dog'? And if 'ivory
tower' can be found in the Bible, why has its meaning changed so drastically?
Curious English Words and Phrases is a treasure trove for lovers of language.
Informative, amusing and value for money, this book is 'the real McCoy'. From
'couch potato' to 'Bob's your uncle', you'll find the explanation here!
Explore a compilation of reference service works by Charles A. Bunge, a leader in the
field! This informative and delightful book highlights the contributions of Charles A.
Bunge to the literature on reference service. From Past-Present to Future-Perfect: A
Tribute to Charles A. Bunge and the Challenges of Contemporary Reference Service
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offers reference librarian professionals the reprints of selected articles by Charles
Bunge, bibliographies of his published work, and original articles that draw on Bunge's
values and ideas in assessing the present and shaping the future of reference service.
Through this guide, you will explore four categories of Bunge's work, which include
measuring the effectiveness of reference service, the reference environment, reference
sources, and reflecting on the past and future of reference work. This important book
will assist you in creating and maintaining an effective and ethical reference service that
will help patrons find the materials they need. With From Past-Present to FuturePerfect, you will gain access to some of Bunge's most important articles on the
reference environment. Some of the helpful reference service information you will
examine includes: ways of putting joy back into reference work to counteract the
situation of low morale among practicing reference librarians discussions on the
challenge of continual learning for reference librarians and strategies for updating
knowledge and skills understanding and organizational strategies for handling stress in
the library workplace exploring the realm of an ethical reference practice and how a
reference librarian should act or behave in providing reference services peer coaching
programs for reference librarians to assist the learning and sharing of knowledge
among colleagues organizing electronic reference sources assisting patrons with their
reference questions using technology in the reference environment Thorough and
comprehensive, this excellent resource explores the changes that have occurred in
reference and information resources, and techniques for setting goals and objectives
for your reference department. From Past-Present to Future-Perfect looks at the
exciting and challenging world of reference librarianship and gives you valuable insights
and ideas on how to improve and update your reference department.
For over a hundred years 'Brewer's Dictionary of Phrase and Fable' has been one of
the best-known and best-loved works of reference in the English language. But the
book has not stood still for a hundred years. Although it is solidly based on the
prodigious learning of Ebenezer Cobham Brewer, who first compiled it in 1870, this
useful volume has always kept up with the times and with English as a world-wide
language. Each revision has seen the judicious addition of new phrases to Brewer's
firm foundation. The ephemeral has always been avoided but every phrase that has
stood the test of time and become established in general use is included with both
explanation and source. The present revised edition has about 300 new entries, while
many of those already existing have been expanded and modified with the aim of
increasing their interest and informativeness. New developments in scholarship have
also been noted and have been treated with the familiar disarming quirkiness. With
suggestions coming to the author from correspondents all over the world, more of those
special "oddities" have been included.
Provides definitions of typical phrases and words and explains their historical origins.
In this collision between art and science, history and pop culture, the acclaimed art
historian Angus Trumble examines the finger from every possible angle. His inquiries
into its representation in art take us from Buddhist statues in Kyoto to the ceiling of the
Sistine Chapel, from cave art to Picasso's Guernica, from Van Dyck's and Rubens's
winning ways with gloves to the longstanding French taste for tapering digits. But
Trumble also asks intriguing questions about the finger in general: How do fingers work,
and why do most of us have five on each hand? Why do we bite our nails? This witty,
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odd, and fascinating book is filled with diverse anecdotes about cow-milking, the
fingerprint of a grave robber in King Tut's tomb, and a woman in Trumble's local bank
whose immensely long, coiled fingernails do not prevent her from signing a check. Side
by side with historical discussions of rings and gloves and nail varnish are meditations
on the finger's essential role in writing, speech, sports, crime, law, sex, and, of course,
the eponymous show of contempt.
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