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A prolific writer and versatile social critic, Canadian
novelist and poet Margaret Atwood has recently
published Bluebeard’s Egg (short stories), Interlunar
(poetry), and The Handmaid’s Tale a critically
acclaimed best-selling novel. This international
collection of essays evaluates the complete body of
her work—both the acclaimed fiction and the
innovative poetry. The critics represented
here—American, Australian, and Canadian—address
Atwood’s handling of such themes as feminism,
ecology, the gothic novel, and the political
relationship between Canada and the United States.
The essays on Atwood’s novels introduce the
general reader to her development as a writer, as
she matures from a basically subjective, poetic
vision, seen in Surfacing and The Edible Woman, to
an increasingly engaged, political stance,
exemplified by The Handmaid’s Tale. Other essays
examine Atwood’s poetry, from her transformation
of the Homeric model to her criticisms of the United
States’ relationship with Canada. The last two
critical essays offer a unique view of Atwood through
an investigation of her use of the concept of
shamanism and through a presentation of eight of
her vivid watercolors. The volume ends with Atwood
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presenting her own views in an interview with Jan
Garden Castro and in a conversation between
Atwood and students at the University of Tampa,
Florida.
A powerfully and brilliantly crafted novel, Bodily
Harm is the story of Rennie Wilford, a young
journalist whose life has begun to shatter around the
edges. Rennie flies to the Caribbean to recuperate,
and on the tiny island of St. Antoine she is
confronted by a world where her rules for survival no
longer apply. By turns comic, satiric, relentless, and
terrifying, Margaret Atwood's Bodily Harm is
ultimately an exploration of the lust for power, both
sexual and political, and the need for compassion
that goes beyond what we ordinarily mean by love.
Cohen critiques Timothy Findley's broad anticensorship position; he traces Margaret Atwood's
evolution from implicit support for the censorship of
pornography in Bodily Harm to the rejection of
censorship in The Handmaid's Tale; and he provides
the first detailed study of the draft of Margaret
Laurence's unfinished novel, showing the degree to
which her final silence was a result of her censorship
ordeal. Finally, an analysis of the writing of Beatrice
Culleton and Marlene Nourbese Philip shows how
different kinds of socio-cultural censorship - from
gate-keepers to self-censorship - silence Native and
black Canadian voices. Cohen's re-definition of
censorship as essentially a practice of judgment
Page 2/10

Read Book Bodily Harm Margaret Atwood
takes us beyond the traditional Enlightenment
delineation of censorship as an oppressive
government practice and the consequent neutralist
liberal condemnation of censorship on principle.
Since judgment is enmeshed in the fabric of human
endeavour, censorship is inevitable; since
censorship is inevitable, Cohen concludes, debate
over whether censorship itself is desirable should
give way to a search for censorship practices that
are more just. Censorship in Canadian Literature is
an essential text for scholars of Canadian literature
as well as for anyone concerned with contemporary
debates about censorship and civil rights.
Suggesting that politics and power are at the center
of Margaret Atwood's fiction, Theodore F. Sheckels
examines Atwood's novels from The Edible Woman
to The Year of the Flood. Whether her treatment is
explicit as in Bodily Harm and The Handmaid's Tale
or by means of an exploration of interiority as in
Cat's Eye and The Robber Bride, Atwood's
persistent concern is with how the empowered act
towards those who are constrained within the
political, economic and social institutions that
facilitate power dynamics. Sheckels identifies an
increasing sophistication in Atwood's exposition of
power over time that is revealed in the later novels'
engagement with social class, postcolonialism, and a
globalism that merges science and commerce as
issues relevant to politics and power. Acknowledging
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that Atwood is not a political theorist but a novelist,
Sheckels does not suggest that her work should be
viewed as political commentary but rather as a
creative treatment of the laudable but ultimately only
partially successful ways in which women and other
groups resist the constraints placed on them by
institutionalized oppression.
??????????????????,???????????????????????????
?
Margaret Atwood's international celebrity has given a
new visibility to Canadian literature in English. This
Companion provides a comprehensive critical
account of Atwood's writing across the wide range of
genres within which she has worked for the past
forty years, while paying attention to her Canadian
cultural context and the multiple dimensions of her
celebrity. The main concern is with Atwood the
writer, but there is also Atwood the media star and
public performer, cultural critic, environmentalist and
human rights spokeswoman, social and political
satirist, and mythmaker. This immensely varied
profile is addressed in a series of chapters which
cover biographical, textual, and contextual issues.
The Introduction contains an analysis of dominant
trends in Atwood criticism since the 1970s, while the
essays by twelve leading international Atwood critics
represent the wide range of different perspectives in
current Atwood scholarship.
Margaret Atwood: Feminism and Fiction takes a new
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look at the complex relationship between Margaret
Atwood’s fiction and feminist politics. Examining in
detail the concerns and choices of an author who
has frequently been termed feminist but has
famously rejected the label on many occasions, this
book traces the influences of feminism in Atwood’s
work and simultaneously plots moments of dissent or
debate. Fiona Tolan presents a clear and detailed
study of the first eleven novels of one of Canada’s
most prominent authors. Each chapter can be read
as an individual textual analysis, whilst the
chronological structure provides a fascinating insight
into the shifting concerns of a popular and influential
author over a period of nearly thirty-five years.
????????,???????????,???????,???????????——?·???
???????????????????????????,??????????,???????
?????,????????????.......
This book traces the chronological development of Atwood's
global reputation from Canadian nationhood to world-wide
politics and from the role of women to gender identity.
Chapters offer a comprehensive overview of her poetry,
novels, shorter fiction, children's books, criticism and
experimental multi-genre work. There are more detailed
analyses of Atwood's most influential writing, from her first
novels such as Surfacing and The Edible Woman, through
the works that ensured her international reputation such as
The Handmaid's Tale, Cat's Eye and The Robber Bride, to
her most recent work, Alias Grace and Oryx and Crake.
Wynne-Davies presents these works through an overall
understanding of Atwood's intelligence, humour, linguistic
dexterity, breadth of vision and ethical integrity.
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A powerful and brilliantly crafted new novel from the author of
"Surfacing, Life Before Man, The Edible Woman, and "Lady
Oracle. "Bodily Harm is the story of Rennie Wilford, a young
journalist whose life has begun to shatter around the edges.
Rennie Wilford flies to the Caribbean to recuperate, and on
the tiny island of St. Antoine, she is confronted by a world
where her rules for survival no longer apply. By turns comic,
satiric, relentless, and terrifying, Margaret Atwood's new
novel is ultimately an exploration of the lust for power both
sexual and political, and the need for compassion that goes
beyond what we ordinarily mean by love.
Study on the novels of Margaret Atwood, b. 1939, Canadian
litterateur.
Examines the works of the Canadian author, describing her
characters, narrative and strategies, plot development, literary
devices, settings, and major themes.
Margaret Atwood: Feminism and Fiction takes a new look at
the complex relationship between Margaret Atwood's fiction
and feminist politics.Examining in detail the concerns and
choices of an author who has frequently been termed feminist
but has famously rejected the label on many occasions, this
book traces the influences of feminism in Atwood's work and
simultaneously plots moments of dissent or debate. Fiona
Tolan presents a clear and detailed study of the first eleven
novels of one of Canada's most prominent authors. Each
chapter can be read as an individual textual analysis, whilst
the chronological structure provides a fascinating insight into
the shifting concerns of a popular and influential author over a
period of nearly thirty-five years.

A literary exploration of Margaret Atwood's Bodily Harm.
Exploring how Margaret Atwood’s fiction reimagines the
figure of the detective and the nature of crime, Jackie
Shead shows how the author radically reworks the crime
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fiction genre. Shead focuses on Surfacing, Bodily Harm,
Alias Grace, The Blind Assassin, Oryx and Crake and
selected short fiction, showing the ways in which
Atwood’s protagonists are confronted by their own
collusion in hegemonic assumptions and thus are
motivated to investigate and expose crimes of gender,
class and colonialism. Shead begins with a discussion of
how Atwood’s treatment of crime fiction’s generic
elements, particularly those of the whodunit, clue puzzle
and spy thriller, departs from convention. Through
discussion of Atwood’s metafictive strategies, Shead
also examines Atwood’s techniques for activating her
readers as investigators who are offered an educative
process parallel to that experienced by some of the
author’s protagonists. This book also marks a significant
intervention in an ongoing debate among Atwood critics
that pits the author’s postmodernism against her ethical
and humanistic concerns.
Margaret Atwood offers an immensely influential voice in
contemporary literature. Her novels have been translated
into over 22 languages and are widely studied, taught
and enjoyed. Her style is defined by her comic wit and
willingness to experiment. Her work has ranged across
several genres, from poetry to literary and cultural
criticism, novels, short stories and art. This Introduction
summarizes Atwood's canon, from her earliest poetry
and her first novel, The Edible Woman, through The
Handmaid's Tale to The Year of the Flood. Covering the
full range of her work, it guides students through multiple
readings of her oeuvre. It features chapters on her life
and career, her literary, Canadian and feminist contexts,
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and how her work has been received and debated over
the course of her career. With a guide to further reading
and a clear, well organised structure, this book presents
an engaging overview for students and readers.
Margaret Atwood is an internationally renowned, highly
versatile author whose work creatively explores what it
means to be human through genres ranging from
feminist fable to science fiction and Gothic romance. In
this timely new study, Gina Wisker reassesses Atwood's
entire fictional output to date, providing both original
analysis and a lively overview of the criticism
surrounding her work. 'Margaret Atwood: An Introduction
to Critical Views of Her Fiction': • covers all of Atwood's
novels as well as her short stories • surveys the critical
reception of her fiction and the fascinating debates
developed by key Atwood critics • explores the main
approaches to reading Atwood's work and examines
issues such as her interventions in genre writing and
ecology, as well as her feminism, post-feminism and
narrative usage, both conventional and experimental.
Concise and approachable, this is an ideal volume for
anyone studying the fiction of this major contemporary
writer.
Please note that the content of this book primarily
consists of articles available from Wikipedia or other free
sources online. Commentary (novels not included).
Pages: 26. Chapters: Alias Grace, Bodily Harm (novel),
Cat's Eye (novel), Lady Oracle, Life Before Man, Oryx
and Crake, Surfacing (novel), The Blind Assassin, The
Edible Woman, The Handmaid's Tale, The Penelopiad,
The Robber Bride, The Year of the Flood. Excerpt: The
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Handmaid's Tale is a dystopian novel, a work of science
fiction or speculative fiction, written by Canadian author
Margaret Atwood and first published by McClelland and
Stewart in 1985. Set in the near future, in a totalitarian
Christian theocracy which has overthrown the United
States government, The Handmaid's Tale explores
themes of women in subjugation and the various means
by which they gain agency. The novel's title was inspired
by Geoffrey Chaucer's The Canterbury Tales, which is a
series of connected stories ("The Merchant's Tale," "The
Parson's Tale," etc.). The Handmaid's Tale won the 1985
Governor General's Award and the first Arthur C. Clarke
Award in 1987, and it was nominated for the 1986
Nebula Award, the 1986 Booker Prize, and the 1987
Prometheus Award. It has been adapted for the cinema,
radio, opera, and stage. The Handmaid's Tale is set in
the near future in the Republic of Gilead, a country
formed within the borders of what was formerly the
United States of America. It was founded by a racist,
homophobic, christian, nativist, theocratic-organized
military coup as an ideologically driven response to the
pervasive ecological, physical and social degradation of
the country. Beginning with a staged terrorist attack
(blamed on Islamic extremist terrorists) that kills the
President and most of Congress, a movement calling
itself the "Sons of Jacob" launches a revolution and
suspends the United States Constitution under the
pretext of restoring order. Taking advantage of electronic
banking, they were quickly able to freeze...
Academic Paper from the year 2021 in the subject
Didactics - English - Literature, Works, University of
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Geneva (Faculté de lettres), language: English, abstract:
When reading Margaret Atwood’s works, one could
easily feel disturbed by her presentation of certain male
characters. After discussing Atwood’s feminism and
summing up Atwood’s views on male characters, this
essay will look at male characters in her works. It will
show that her feminism is not critical of men in general,
but only intends to subvert a certain kind of masculinity.
In" Power Politics" and "Bodily Harm", Atwood displays a
heavy pessimism because she considers men as mere
agents of oppression and violence. And yet, Atwood’s
presentation of male characters seems to have evolved
over time and moved to a broader spectrum, especially
in her more recent works.
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