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Attacks can backfire on attackers_sometimes spectacularly. In March 1991, an
observer videotaped several Los Angeles police beating Rodney King with their
batons. Shown on television, the beating caused enormous damage to the
reputation of the police and led to the chief's resignation. This incident and
others, such as the 2003 invasion of Iraq and the 1965 surveillance of Ralph
Nader, prove that all sorts of attacks can backfire, from torture and massacres to
job dismissals and reprisals against whistle-blowers. Through numerous detailed
case studies, Justice Ignited presents the first comprehensive treatment of the
dynamics of backfire, as it reveals the most promising tactics for causing the
backfire of unfair attacks. Understanding backfire_both promoting and inhibiting
it_is vitally important for activists and everyone else who wants to be effective in
the face of injustice.
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War and Peace have long been crucially important issues in human civilizations,
so a close examination is made in this collection of essays about vital issues
related to war and peace. Freedom, mutual security, democracy, economics,
Peak Oil, militarism, patriotism and extremism are evaluated, and a wide variety
of sources is adduced to include their valuable insights.
This interdisciplinary study of how 9/11 and the 'war on terror' were represented
during the Bush era, shows how culture often functioned as a vital resource, for
citizens attempting to make sense of momentous historical events that frequently
seemed beyond their influence or control.Illustrated throughout, the book
discusses representation of 9/11 and the war on terror in Hollywood film, the 9/11
novel, mass media, visual art and photography, political discourse, and
revisionist historical accounts of American 'empire,' between the September 11
attacks and the Congressional midterm elections in 2006. As well as prompting
an international security crisis, and a crisis in international governance and law,
David Holloway suggests the culture of the time also points to a 'crisis' unfolding
in the institutions and processes of republican democracy in the United States.
His book offers a cultural and ideological history of the period.
While much of the critical discussion about the emerging genre of 9/11 fiction has
centred on the trauma of 9/11 and on novels by EuroAmerican writers, this book
draws attention to the diversity of what might be meant by "post" -9/11 by
exploring the themes of uncanny terror through a close reading of "post" -9/11
South Asian diasporic fictions. The novels surveyed include Salman Rushdie's
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Shalimar the Clown, Hari Kunzru's Transmission, Monica Ali's Brick Lane and
Mohsin Hamid's The Reluctant Fundementalist. Pei-chen Liao examines how
these writers represent the return of the repressed and the post-9/11 unhomely
migrant experience. She argues that 9/11 is not only an American national
trauma or a terrorist attack on the West, but that its aftermath also manifests the
transnational and transcultural emotional transmission of terror and fear. She
also discusses the diversity of the post-9/11 condition in terms of the ways that
the writers think beyond 9/11 and treat the terrorist moment on 11 September as
an exemplary incident that allows different temporalities and a range of personal,
political, cultural, racial and gender issues to appear.
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????????????????????????????????????????????2016??????80?????????80??
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Blowback, Second EditionThe Costs and Consequences of American EmpireMacmillan
An analysis of American foreign policy focuses on the unintended negative consequences of
American actions abroad, from forced globalism to environmental disasters.
This book examines the ways in which educational institutions such as media and schools
shape Western views of Islam. The nature of these constructions tells readers as much, if not
more, about Western self-images as they do about Islam. Quickly emerging is a Western
perspective on the "other." Economic colonialism, the oil business, and direct interference in
governments in a number of Muslim nations and the way this history is related in the formal
structure of schools and the informal structure of the media, are central debates in this book of
fascinating and important essays.
The politics of business have become the business of politics. Across the world the lesson is
clear: just as too much governmental interference leads to dysfunctional economies, left to its
own devices the market is incapable of adequate self-regulation. The corporate malfeasance
crisis in the United States has transformed global perceptions about the efficacy of regulatory
structures in combating corrupt practices in private and public sectors. The design of effective
corporate governance structures depends not just on internal factors but also on the interrelationship between various actors that constitute wider governance: politicians, lobbyists,
corporations and regulators. A Corrupted State: Wall Street on Trial breaks new ground by
deconstructing the systemic flaws inherent in the model itself. It reveals that the 'rotten apple'
theory, positing the problems in corporate America as merely the result of deviancy by an
individual or a single firm, is an intellectual deceit not supported by the facts.
What do God's judgments have to do with history? Using historical events, Steven J. Keillor
pursues the thesis that divine judgment can be a fruitful category for historical investigation,
and that Christianity is an interpretation of history more than a worldview or philosophy.
Modern civilization faces a broad spectrum of daunting problems, but rational solutions are
available for them all. This book explores the following issues: (1) Threats to the environment
and climate change; (2) a growing population and vanishing resources; (3) the global food and
refugee crisis; (4) intolerable economic inequality; (5) the threat of nuclear war; (6) the militaryindustrial complex; and (7) limits to growth. These problems are closely interlinked, and their
possible solutions are discussed in this book. Contents: Economics, Ethics and
EcologyThreats to the Environment and Climate ChangeGrowing Population, Vanishing
ResourcesThe Global Food and Refugee CrisisIntolerable Economic InequalityThe Threat of
Nuclear WarFacing a Set of Linked ProblemsOutlawing WarThe Evolution of
CooperationEducation for PeaceThe Future of International LawThe Choice is Ours to Make
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Readership: Readers interested in an overview of world issues and a brief history of their
origins.
Globalization discourse now presumes that the “world space” is entirely at the mercy of
market norms and forms promulgated by reactionary U.S. policies. An academic but accessible
set of studies, this wide range of essays by noted scholars challenges this paradigm with
diverse and strong arguments. Taking on topics that range from the medieval Mediterranean to
contemporary Jamaican music, from Hong Kong martial arts cinema to Taiwanese politics,
writers such as David Palumbo-Liu, Meaghan Morris, James Clifford, and others use
innovative cultural studies to challenge the globalization narrative with a new and trenchant
tactic called “worlding.” The book posits that world literature, cultural studies, and disciplinary
practices must be “worlded” into expressions from disparate critical angles of vision, multiple
frameworks, and field practices as yet emerging or unidentified. This opens up a major
rethinking of historical “givens” from Rob Wilson’s reinvention of “The White Surfer Dude” to
Sharon Kinoshita’s “Deprovincializing the Middle Ages.” Building on the work of cultural critics
like Edward Said, Gayatri Spivak, and Kenneth Burke, The Worlding Project is an important
manifesto that aims to redefine the aesthetics and politics of postcolonial globalization
withalternative forms and frames of global becoming.
"Ibrahim Warde exposes the Bush administration's much ballyhooed, but often duplicitous 'war
on terrorist finances' which has nabbed few bad guys, ruined many innocents, frozen little hot
money and vastly complicated worldwide banking for the greater glory of a burgeoning
American bureaucracy."--Jonathan Randal, author of Osama: The Making of a Terrorist
"Ibrahim Warde takes a long overdue skeptical look at the widely held view that money is the
'oxygen' of terrorism. That conclusion has resulted in a financial war on terror launched by the
US government that in many cases has produced meager or even counterproductive results.
Warde writes with great clarity, and his book is very well reported. It is a welcome addition to a
field that has been largely the preserve of alarmists with little interest in the kinds of reporting
done by Warde."--Peter Bergen, author of The Osama bin Laden I Know "A pleasure to read . .
. remarkably informative about a subject that the press seems to have mangled. This ought to
have a big impact."--Chalmers Johnson, author Blowback: The Costs and Consequences of
American Empire "Is it any wonder that with thinking like this, American policy went adrift in the
war on terror, not able to find a solid base on which to move forward?"--Patrick Lloyd Hatcher,
author of North Atlantic Civilization at War "A witty, irreverent analysis of the financial 'war on
terror' . . . A must read for anyone interested in the Middle East and the global
economy."--Clement M. Henry, co-author of Globalization and the Politics of Development in
the Middle East
Struggling for the Soul of Our Country is a book in search of answers: what does it mean to
struggle for the soul of a country and how does the life of citizenship influence our common
future? While discussing major cultural and political issues, Browning addresses the deeper
questions haunting many of our citizens and reflects upon the spiritual dimension of the crises
America faces today. With titles such as "American Global Hegemony vs. the Quest for a New
Humanity," "Why I Am a Christian Socialist," and "American Dystopia" these essays examine
aspects of American political and cultural life in an effort to shed light on the pathologies that
Browning claims undermine the health of the country's soul. This book invites the reader to
examine the development of America as a militaristic empire, initiating multiple wars abroad,
including a disastrous war in Iraq, and fostering at home a culture of violence that led to the
assassination of an American president, John F. Kennedy, by agents of the US government.
??????????,???????????????????????(??????,??????)???????,???????????????????
In Manhood Acts Michael Schwalbe offers a new perspective on the social construction of
manhood and its relationship to male domination. Schwalbe argues that study of masculinity
has lost touch with its feminist roots and has been seduced by the politically safe notion of
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'multiple masculinities'. Manhood Acts delineates the practices males use to construct 'women'
and 'men' as unequal categories. Schwalbe reclaims the radical feminist insights that gender is
a field of domination, not a field of play, and that manhood is fundamentally about exerting or
resisting control. Manhood Acts arrives at the conclusion that abolishing gender as a system of
oppression will require more than transgressive self-presentation. It will be necessary to end
the exploitive economic relationships that necessitate manhood itself.
Drawing upon themes from the nation's past, William O. Walker III presents a new
interpretation of the history of American exceptionalism.
Examines the detailed history of American foreign policy and America's debate over the
direction its foreign policy should take in the future.
This is the first work to systematically demystify the impact of globalization on the United
States and American society in particular, turning the tables on the more familiar idea of
America as the nefarious globalizer of the developing world.

Homeland is Pulitzer Prize winning author Maharidge's biggest and most
ambitious book yet, weaving together the disparate and contradictory strands of
contemporary American society-common decency alongside race rage, the range
of dissenting voices, and the roots of discontent that defy political affiliation. Here
are American families who can no longer pay their medical bills, who've lost highwage-earning jobs to NAFTA. And here are white supremacists who claim
common ground with progressives. Maharidge's approach is rigorously historical,
creating a tapestry of today as it is lived in America, a self-portrait that is
shockingly different from what we're used to seeing and yet which rings of truth.
Shaking the Gates of Hell: Faith-Led Resistance to Corporate Globalization
breaks new ground by describing the global economy and its effects from the
perspective of an integrated theology of "the earth as primary revelation" and the
institutional powers of this world. It reaches the conclusion that hope lies in
nonviolent resistance and ecological and social responsibility based on God's
action in Jesus and in the triumph of God over the powers. This book describes
today's interrelated social, economic, and ecological crises and makes the case
that we face a living hell on earth if we do not address them. It provides an
overview of the global economic system and offers a comprehensive theological
analysis of the network of primary institutions that make up what Walter Wink
calls the "Domination System." It points readers in the direction of hope based on
following the way of Jesus, who lived in nonviolent resistance to the powers of his
day. This new, revised edition continues the powerful story of the original,
extending the analysis of the global economy from the 2008 collapse and
recession to its alleged recovery. It addresses the Obama administration's
policies on economics, trade, and the environment, and provides further
reflections on American foreign and military policy in this so-called New American
Century.
Traditional Chinese edition of The Greatest Generation
This book stems from a four-year experience of a Training Programme
addressing members of several Chinese governmental Institutions which, given
the moment of extremely intense and fast development of their country, consider
the issues of environment and sustainable growth among the foremost priorities.
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In particular, they expressed the need and will to develop policy and mana- ment
tools that could lead to a strategy of sustainable growth from an economic, social
and environmental point of view. The Programme turned out to be a success (it
involved, up to June 2007, more than 2000 trainees from almost all the Provinces
of China) precisely because the forces that answered those needs are extremely
diverse as to include the academia, national and local governments, public
institutions, private companies and international agencies. Following this feature,
the book’s contributors have been selected among more than 300 professors,
researchers, policy makers, and entrepreneurs involved in the Training activities,
thus offering different approaches to the key questions of environmental
management.
"This is an impressive collection: well-informed, well-written, covering highly
important topics over an impressive range, with no hesitation about taking an
honest stand that gets right to the heart of the matter in case after case." Noam
Chomsky A frequent columnist in Z magazine, Black Commentator, and other
magazines, Paul Street has closely monitored the deterioration of civil liberties
since 9/11. In his new book, Street challenges the widely accepted notion that
'everything changed' on 9/11. The event of 9/11 changed the lives of thousands
of people in tragic and lasting ways, but some things it did not drastically alter
were the long-term goals of the Bush administration. Rather, the terrorist attacks
offered a way for them to fully realize these goals, through waging war against
fictional enemies abroad and against civil liberties at home. By pointing out
rampant injustices in society and doggedly pursuing the blatant contradictions in
current government policies, Street reveals a very different America than the
government or media portray. Empire and Inequality shows how the jetliner
attacks provided a windfall opportunity to accelerate pre-existing trends towards
greater global and domestic hierarchy, inequality, and repression. Street shows
how the elites of American government and business used classic propaganda
mechanisms in pursuit of this regressive and authoritarian agenda in the
"post-9/11 era." Street offers a cogent critique of the myth of the powerless state,
showing that U.S. government's cup runs over when it comes to serving the
wealthy and privileged few and is empty only when it comes to meeting the
needs of the non-affluent majority. Empire and Inequality is a powerful reflection
on the inseparable, deepening, and mutually reinforcing relationships that exist
between empire abroad and inequality and repression at home in the "post 9/11
era."
"The SAGE Handbook of Race and Ethnic Studies is one of the best handbooks
outlining the latest thinking on race and ethnic studies published in recent
years...The breadth of themes and the depth of discussion are ambitious, offering
the reader an A-Z guide of contemporary thinking on race and ethnicity...a
valuable resource for scholars and activists alike." - Runnymede Bulletin What is
the state of race and ethnic studies today? How has the field emerged? What are
the core concepts, debates and issues? This panoramic, critical survey of the
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field supplies researchers and students with a vital resource. It is a rigorous,
focused examination of the central questions in the field today. The text
examines: The roots of the field of race and ethnic studies. The distinction
between race and ethnicity. Methodological issues facing researchers.
Intersections between race and ethnicity and questions of sexuality, gender,
nation and social transformation. The challenge of multiculturalism. Race,
ethnicity and globalization. Race and the family. Race and education. Race and
religion. Planned and edited by a distinguished team of Anglo-American scholars,
the Handbook pools an impressive range of international world class expertise
and insight. It provides a landmark work in the field which will be the measure of
debate and research for years to come.
In an age when religious (and other) fundamentalisms have made powerful
inroads into the political arena secular humanism has an especially important role
to play, not just in promoting its ideas but also in converting those ideas into
political action. This is the unifying theme of this thoughtful collection of articles
by leading humanists, all of whom are already engaged in putting humanist ideals
into practice. The editors and contributors alike contend that the time is ripe to go
beyond traditional humanist issues regarding religion and superstition to develop
an all-encompassing political platform based on the humanist life stance. This
should include both political and economic agendas. Toward this goal the authors
in this volume offer real-world humanist solutions born out of progressive politics.
Among the topics discussed are: the beginnings of modern political humanism,
rediscovering Enlightenment ideals, humanist ethics as a basis for activism,
secular humanism and liberal perspectives, separation of church and state, a
humanist economics, the role of political humanism in America, identity politics
from a humanist perspective, humanism's influence on woman's changing role,
gay rights, George W. Bush's antihumanist policies, patriotism and humanism,
humanism as an antidote to nationalism and as the backbone of a new United
Nations, prospects for a global humanism, humanist movements in New Zealand,
Nigeria, and the Middle East, humanist solutions to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict,
humanism as the foundation for human rights and international peace, policy
implications of the humanist commitment to science, and other stimulating topics.
Unique in its focus on the need for political, economic, and social action, this
outstanding collection contains many new ideas and lays the groundwork for a
humanist agenda in the 21st century.
The intellectual movements of psychoanalysis, postmodernism, and feminism
have redefined the ways in which we think about human experience. And yet, an
integration of these movements has been elusive, if not impossible. In this
landmark book, J.C. Smith and Carla J. Ferstman combine these disparate
traditions to create a provocative, unified, and tightly woven perspective that
transcends the misogyny implicit in much of Freudian psychoanalytic theory. The
dialectics of domination and submission are central to Smith and Ferstman's
argument. Men and women, they insist, must avoid the temptation to fetishize
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equality and recognize the roles of domination and submission in the human
psyche, or, in Nietzsche's terms, the Will to Power. They argue that the
unification of psychoanalysis, postmodernism, and feminism leads us to a
shocking conclusion--that women and men cannot move beyond the suffering
which so haunts the human condition, unless heterosexual men surrender the
power that is causing their misery and affirm life by joyfully accepting domination
by women. And women, conversely, must reaffirm their power by rejecting
Oedipal genderization and embracing a liberating matriarchal consciousness and
a matriphallic sexuality. A work of tremendous insight and extraordinary
intellectual energy, The Castration of Oedipus will provoke strong reactions in all
readers regardless of ideology.
????????????????????????????,???????????????????????????????????
Now with a new and up-to-date Introduction by the author, the bestselling
account of the effect of American global policies, hailed as "brilliant and
iconoclastic" (Los Angeles Times) The term "blowback," invented by the CIA,
refers to the unintended results of American actions abroad. In this incisive and
controversial book, Chalmers Johnson lays out in vivid detail the dangers faced
by our overextended empire, which insists on projecting its military power to
every corner of the earth and using American capital and markets to force global
economic integration on its own terms. From a case of rape by U.S. servicemen
in Okinawa to our role in Asia's financial crisis, from our early support for Saddam
Hussein to our conduct in the Balkans, Johnson reveals the ways in which our
misguided policies are planting the seeds of future disaster. In a new edition that
addresses recent international events from September 11 to the war in Iraq, this
now classic book remains as prescient and powerful as ever.
From the author of the prophetic national bestseller Blowback, a startling look at
militarism, American style, and its consequences abroad and at home In the
years after the Soviet Union imploded, the United States was described first as
the globe’s “lone superpower,” then as a “reluctant sheriff,” next as the
“indispensable nation,” and now, in the wake of 9/11, as a “New Rome.” Here,
Chalmers Johnson thoroughly explores the new militarism that is transforming
America and compelling its people to pick up the burden of empire. Reminding us
of the classic warnings against militarism—from George Washington’s farewell
address to Dwight Eisenhower’s denunciation of the military-industrial
complex—Johnson uncovers its roots deep in our past. Turning to the present, he
maps America’s expanding empire of military bases and the vast web of services
that supports them. He offers a vivid look at the new caste of professional
warriors who have infiltrated multiple branches of government, who classify as
“secret” everything they do, and for whom the manipulation of the military budget
is of vital interest. Among Johnson’s provocative conclusions is that American
militarism is putting an end to the age of globalization and bankrupting the United
States, even as it creates the conditions for a new century of virulent blowback.
The Sorrows of Empire suggests that the former American republic has already
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crossed its Rubicon—with the Pentagon leading the way. Chalmers Johnson is
president of the Japan Policy Research Institute, a non-profit research and public
affairs organization devoted to public education concerning Japan and
international relations in the Pacific. He taught for thirty years, 1962-1992, at the
Berkeley and San Diego campuses of the University of California and held
endowed chairs in Asian politics at both of them. At Berkeley he served as
chairman of the Center for Chinese Studies and as chairman of the Department
of Political Science. His B.A., M.A., and Ph.D. degrees in economics and political
science are all from the University of California, Berkeley. He first visited Japan in
1953 as a U.S. Navy officer and has lived and worked there with his wife, the
anthropologist Sheila K. Johnson, virtually every year since 1961. Chalmers
Johnson has been honored with fellowships from the Ford Foundation, the Social
Science Research Council, and the Guggenheim Foundation; and in 1976 he
was elected a fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. He has
written numerous articles and reviews and some fifteen books, including Peasant
Nationalism and Communist Power on the Chinese revolution, An Instance of
Treason on Japan's most famous spy, Revolutionary Change on the theory of
violent protest movements, and MITI and the Japanese Miracle on Japanese
economic development. This last-named book laid the foundation for the
"revisionist" school of writers on Japan, and because of it the Japanese press
dubbed him the "Godfather of revisionism." He was chairman of the academic
advisory committee for the PBS television series "The Pacific Century," and he
played a prominent role in the PBS "Frontline" documentary "Losing the War with
Japan." Both won Emmy awards. His most recent books are, as editor and
contributor, Okinawa: Cold War Island; Blowback: The Costs and Consequences
of American Empire (which won the 2001 American Book Award of the Before
Columbus Foundation); and The Sorrows of Empire: Militarism, Secrecy, and the
End of the Republic. In the years after the Soviet Union imploded, the United
States was described first as the globe's "lone superpower," then as a "reluctant
sheriff," next as the "indispensable nation," and, in the wake of 9/11, as a "New
Rome." Here, Chalmers Johnson thoroughly explores the new militarism that is
transforming America and compelling its people to pick up the burden of empire.
Reminding us of the classic warnings against militarism—from George
Washington's Farewell Address to Dwight Eisenhower's denunciation of the
military-industrial complex—Johnson uncovers its roots deep in our past. Turning
to the present, he maps America's expanding empire of military bases and the
vast web of services that support them. He offers a vivid look at the new caste of
professional militarists who have infiltrated multiple branches of government, who
classify as "secret" everything they do, and for whom the manipulation of the
military budget is of vital interest. Among Johnson's provocative conclusions is
that American militarism is already putting an end to the age of globalization, and
bankrupting the United States even as it creates the conditions for a new century
of virulent blowback. The Sorrows of Empire suggests that the former American
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republic has already crossed its Rubicon—with the Pentagon in the lead.
"Exhaustive . . . Johnson, an Asia scholar and onetime consultant for the CIA,
[produces] voluminous research on the many United States military and
intelligence outposts unknown to most Americans, and weaves a frightening
picture of a military-industrial complex grown into exactly the powerful, secretive
force that Dwight D. Eisenhower warned against—made more dangerous by an
aggressive executive branch, creating a state of perpetual war and economic
bankruptcy. His assessment is chilling."—Serge Schmemann, The New York
Times Book Review "Exhaustive . . . Johnson, an Asia scholar and onetime
consultant for the CIA, [produces] voluminous research on the many United
States military and intelligence outposts unknown to most Americans, and
weaves a frightening picture of a military-industrial complex grown into exactly
the powerful, secretive force that Dwight D. Eisenhower warned against—made
more dangerous by an aggressive executive branch, creating a state of perpetual
war and economic bankruptcy. His assessment is chilling."—Serge Schmemann,
The New York Times Book Review "Johnson devotes most of his book to
examining the numerous foreign bases (which have proliferated since the end of
the Cold War), the often legitimate reasons for their initial establishment, the
outrages that American servicemen from them perpetrate on their hosts, as well
as the comforts and benefits of empire and militarism that prevent their
abandonment. Johnson believes that the initial post-Cold War base expansion
was aimed at supporting America's century-old economic imperialism, now called
'globalization.' But with the election of the 'boy emperor' and the attacks on Sept.
11, 2001, 'the United States shifted decisively from economic to military
imperialism,' which undermined international law and organizations, weakened
democracy at home, replaced truth with propaganda, and courted financial ruin.
Johnson's superbly researched book is also an angry book. But who can blame
him?"—Walter C. Uhler, San Francisco Chronicle "A scathing and scary
indictment of America's military expansion to all corners of the globe."—John
Wilkens, The San Diego Union-Tribune "[An] enormously useful study."—Ronald
Steel, The Nation "Every page of The Sorrows of Empire0 burns with fierce
indignation at the sacrifice of American rights, values, and economic well-being in
the name of conquest and empire. Chalmers Johnson has produced a blistering
critique of the Bush Administration's militaristic foreign policy and its dangerous
infatuation with high-tec
????:The analysis of internationa relations
A critically acclaimed analysis of anti-Muslim racism from the sixteenth to the
twenty-first centuries, in a fully revised and expanded second edition In this
incisive account, leading scholar of Islamophobia Deepa Kumar traces the history
of anti-Muslim racism from the early modern era to the “War on Terror.”
Importantly, Kumar contends that Islamophobia is best understood as racism
rather than as religious intolerance. An innovative analysis of anti-Muslim racism
and empire, Islamophobia argues that empire creates the conditions for antiPage 9/10
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Muslim racism, which in turn sustains empire. This book, now updated to include
the end of the Trump’s presidency, offers a clear and succinct explanation of
how Islamophobia functions in the United States both as a set of coercive
policies and as a body of ideas that take various forms: liberal, conservative, and
rightwing. The matrix of anti-Muslim racism charts how various institutions—the
media, think tanks, the foreign policy establishment, the university, the national
security apparatus, and the legal sphere—produce and circulate this particular
form of bigotry. Anti-Muslim racism not only has horrific consequences for people
in Muslim-majority countries who become the targets of an endless War on
Terror, but for Muslims and those who “look Muslim” in the West as well. With a
new foreword by Nadine Naber.
Against majority opinion within his profession, Donald Bloxham argues that it is
legitimate, often unavoidable, and frequently important for historians to make
value judgements about the past. History and Morality draws on a wide range of
historical examples, and its author's insights as a practicing historian. Examining
concepts like impartiality, neutrality, contextualisation, and the use and abuse of
the idea of the past as a foreign country, Bloxham's book investigates how far
tacit moral judgements infuse works of history, and how strange those histories
would look if the judgements were removed. The author argues that rather than
trying to eradicate all judgemental elements from their work, historians need to
think more consistently about how, and with what justification, they make the
judgements that they do. The importance of all this lies not just in the
responsibilities that historians bear towards the past - responsibilities to take
historical actors on those actors' own terms and to portray the impact of those
actors' deeds - but also in the role of history as a source of identity, pride, and
shame in the present. The account of moral thought in History and Morality has
ramifications far beyond the activities of vocational historians.
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