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The Art of Double Bass Playing is the result of a collaboration between Warren Benfield, an outstanding bassist/teacher and
James Seay Dean, Jr., Associate Professor of English at the University of Wisconsin-Parkside, a skilled writer/editor. Warren
Benfield started his professional career in 1934 as the youngest member of the Minneapolis Symphony. Moving on to the St. Louis
Symphony as principal bass and then to the Philadelphia Orchestra as co-principal bass, he joined the Chicago Symphony in 1949
where he remained until his retirement in 1987. Benfield has always been dedicated to teaching, and during his years with the
Chicago Symphony Orchestra, he was on the faculties of Northwestern University and DePaul University. He has also given many
master classes and lectures, including two in China. Since retiring, he is continuing to teach a few students at the American
Conservatory and at Chicago's Merit School for underprivileged children, which focuses on the arts. Benfield's particular aim is to
teach the approach of the double bass from a musical, as well as a technical standpoint.
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In the nineteenth century, use of the violone, a bass instrument with many sizes and variations, was nearly eliminated from musical
repertoires, and its traditional parts were parceled out to other instruments such as the violoncello. The following phases of revival of the
double-bass have been hampered by a lack of physical evidence and diligent research into the historical uses of the instrument. The Baroque
Double Bass Violone is a comprehensive study that examines a cross-section of standard works to enhance contemporary violone research,
and provide information for musicologists, music publishers, ensemble leaders, and revivalists, all of whom have been unable to reconstruct
an essential part of Baroque music. This translation finally makes the most exhaustive study of the double bass violone accessible to Englishspeaking musical enthusiasts. The book includes lists of terminology, the most comprehensive bibliography to date, and 48 illustrations that
make this a compendium of string bass research.
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