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BeriaStalin's First LieutenantPrinceton University Press
A portrait of the head of the Soviet Union whose rule
followed Stalin's identifies his impact on the country and
the rest of the world, tracing his efforts to reform
communism and ease the Cold War.
This book offers a compelling and comprehensive
account of what happened to the KGB when the Soviet
Union collapsed and the world's most powerful and
dangerous secret police organization was uncloaked. As
Amy Knight shows, the KGB was renamed and
reorganized several times after it was officially disbanded
in December 1991--but it was not reformed. Knight's rich
and lively narrative begins with the aborted August 1991
coup, led by KGB hard-liners, and takes us through the
summer of 1995, when the Russian parliamentary
elections were looming on the horizon. The failed coup
attempt was a setback for the KGB because it led to
demands from Russian democrats for a complete
overhaul of the security services. As a result, the KGB's
leaders were fired, its staff reduced, and its functions
dispersed among several agencies. Even the elite
foreign intelligence service was subjected to budget cuts.
But President Yeltsin was reluctant to press on with
reforms of the security services, because he needed
their support in his struggle against mounting political
opposition. Indeed, by the spring of 1995, the security
services had regained much of what they had lost in the
wake of the August coup. Some observers were even
saying that they had acquired more power and influence
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than the old KGB. This story told by one of the foremost
experts on the Soviet/Russian security services and
enriched by face-to-face interviews with security
professionals in Moscow, is crucial to understanding
Russian politics in transition. It will fascinate scholars,
policymakers, and general readers interested in the fate
of the KGB.
Between 1914 and 1945 European society was in almost
continuous upheaval, enduring two world wars, the
Russian Revolution, the Holocaust and the rise and fall
of the Third Reich. In his remarkably ambitious and
powerful narrative, historian Robert Gellately argues that
these tragedies are all inextricably linked and that to
consider them as discrete events is to misunderstand
their entire genesis and character. Crucially, Gellately
makes clear how previous studies comparing the Soviet
and Nazi dictatorships are fatally flawed by neglecting
the importance of Lenin in the unfolding drama and, in
his rejection of the myth of the 'good' Lenin, creates a
ground-breaking account of all three dictatorships. Teh
result is a monumental work of history.
The classic and “utterly engrossing” study of Stalin’s
pursuit of a nuclear bomb during the Cold War by the
renowned political scientist and historian (Foreign
Affairs). For forty years the U.S.-Russian nuclear arms
race dominated world politics, yet the Soviet nuclear
establishment was shrouded in secrecy. Then, shortly
after the collapse of the Soviet Union, David Holloway
pulled back the Iron Curtain with his “marvelous,
groundbreaking study” Stalin and the Bomb (The New
Yorker). How did the Soviet Union build its atomic and
Page 2/23

Get Free Beria Stalins First Lieutenant
hydrogen bombs? What role did espionage play? How
did the American atomic monopoly affect Stalin's foreign
policy? What was the relationship between Soviet
nuclear scientists and the country's political leaders?
David Holloway answers these questions by tracing the
dramatic story of Soviet nuclear policy from
developments in physics in the 1920s to the testing of
the hydrogen bomb and the emergence of nuclear
deterrence in the mid-1950s. This magisterial history
throws light on Soviet policy at the height of the Cold
War, illuminates a central element of the Stalinist
system, and puts into perspective the tragic legacy of
this program?environmental damage, a vast network of
institutes and factories, and a huge stockpile of
unwanted weapons.
This anthology presents studies of Stalinism in the ethnic
and religious bor-derlands of the Soviet Union. The
authors not only cover hitherto less researched
geographical areas, but have also addressed new
questions and added new source material. Most of the
contributors to this anthology use a micro-his-torical
approach. With this approach, it is not the entire area of
the country, with millions of separate individuals that are
in focus but rather particular and cohesive ethnic and
religious communities. Micro-history does not mean
ignoring a macro-historical perspective. What happened
on the local level had an all-Union context, and
communism was a European-wide phenomenon. This
means that the history of minorities in the Soviet Union
during Stalin's rule cannot be grasped outside the
national and international context; aspects which are
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also considered in this volume. The chapters of the book
are case studies on various minority groups, both ethnic
and religious. In this way, the book gives a more
complex picture of the causes and effects of the staterun mass violence during Stalinism. The publication is
the outcome of a multidisciplinary international research
network lead by Andrej Kotljarchuk (SOdertOrn
University, Sweden) and Olle SundstrOm (UmeA
University, Sweden) and consisting of specialists from
Estonia, France, Germany, Russia, Sweden, Ukraine
and the United States. These scholars represent various
disciplines: Anthropology, Cultural Studies, History and
the History of Religions.
Stalin, like Hitler and other tyrants, won and held power
because he had collaborators - hangmen. Drawing on
newly released archival material, Donald Rayfield gives
us a fuller and more colourful picture of Stalin's inner
circle than ever before. Stalin was not the sole author of
Stalinism. What motivated his chiefs of police, Feliks
Dzierzynski, Viacheslav Manzhinsky, Genrikh Iagoda,
Nikolai Ezhov and Lavrenti Beria? What did they want?
What were their relations with the regime and its ruler?
How did their upbringing and experience mould them?
And how does the terror they create connect with the
terror they felt? Stalin and His Hangmen reconstructs the
psychological mechanism of a whole regime and what it
held together. The extent of the misery caused by Stalin
and his Hangmen can be compared in Europe only to
that brought about by Hitler and his henchmen. But
Stalin's heritage is, if possible, even worse than Hitler's.
His rule enslaved three generations, not one, the horror
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of what he did has not yet been fully understood and his
countrymen have not yet found the strenth to disavow
him. All the more important, then, that this diabolical tale
should be told.
New and challenging perspectives on Soviet political
development from 1917 to 1941.
The graphic novel which inspired the hotly tipped and
highly controversial new movie directed by Armando
Iannucci, due in theatres in March, and starring a host of
high profile actors, including Michael Palin, Steve
Buscemi and Jason Isaacs. Fear, corruption and
treachery abound in this political satire set in the
aftermath of Stalin's death in the Soviet Union in 1953.
When the leader of the Soviet Union, Joseph Stalin, has
a stroke - the political gears begin to turn, plunging the
super-state into darkness, uncertainty and near civil war.
The struggle for supreme power will determine the fate of
the nation and of the world. And it all really happened.
Pulitzer Prize-finalist Stephen Kotkin has written the
definitive biography of Joseph Stalin, from collectivization
and the Great Terror to the conflict with Hitler's Germany
that is the signal event of modern world history In 1929,
Joseph Stalin, having already achieved dictatorial power
over the vast Soviet Empire, formally ordered the
systematic conversion of the world’s largest peasant
economy into “socialist modernity,” otherwise known as
collectivization, regardless of the cost. What it cost, and
what Stalin ruthlessly enacted, transformed the country
and its ruler in profound and enduring ways. Building and
running a dictatorship, with life and death power over
hundreds of millions, made Stalin into the uncanny figure
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he became. Stephen Kotkin’s Stalin: Waiting for Hitler,
1929–1941 is the story of how a political system forged
an unparalleled personality and vice versa. The
wholesale collectivization of some 120 million peasants
necessitated levels of coercion that were extreme even
for Russia, and the resulting mass starvation elicited
criticism inside the party even from those Communists
committed to the eradication of capitalism. But Stalin did
not flinch. By 1934, when the Soviet Union had stabilized
and socialism had been implanted in the countryside,
praise for his stunning anti-capitalist success came from
all quarters. Stalin, however, never forgave and never
forgot, with shocking consequences as he strove to
consolidate the state with a brand new elite of young
strivers like himself. Stalin’s obsessions drove him to
execute nearly a million people, including the military
leadership, diplomatic and intelligence officials, and
innumerable leading lights in culture. While Stalin revived
a great power, building a formidable industrialized
military, the Soviet Union was effectively alone and
surrounded by perceived enemies. The quest for security
would bring Soviet Communism to a shocking and
improbable pact with Nazi Germany. But that bargain
would not unfold as envisioned. The lives of Stalin and
Hitler, and the fates of their respective dictatorships,
drew ever closer to collision, as the world hung in the
balance. Stalin: Waiting for Hitler, 1929–1941 is a history
of the world during the build-up to its most fateful hour,
from the vantage point of Stalin’s seat of power. It is a
landmark achievement in the annals of historical
scholarship, and in the art of biography.
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A Financial Times Book Best Book of the Year 2020 A
Foreign Affairs Best Book of the Year 2020 The gripping,
untold story of how Saudi Arabia's secretive and
mercurial new ruler rose to power.
This book, first published in 1990, examines the origins
and evolution of the security police, considering the
continuities as well as changes in its function as
guardian of the regime’s security. It analyses the KGB’s
involvement in Kremlin politics, the structure and
organisation of the KGB, its formal tasks and legal
prerogatives as set forth by the Party leadership, and the
actual functions it performs on behalf of the Soviet
regime. Underlying this analysis is an attempt to assess
the power and authority of the KGB relative to other
political institutions and to explain the crucial dynamics of
the Party- KGB relationship.
Nearly a quarter of a century after the executions of
Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, the controversy still rages
around the Rosenberg-Sobell case. Now Morton Sobell,
the lone survivor, has written this emotional account of
the most sensational espionage trial of our time, and of
his eighteen years in Lavenworth, Atlandta, and
Alcatraz--the maximum security slammers, U.S.A. -Provided by publisher.
According to KGB archives, Pavel Sudoplatov directed
the secretive Administration for Special Tasks. This
department was responsible for kidnapping,
assassination, sabotage, and guerrilla warfare during
World War II, it also set up illegal networks in the United
States and Western Europe, and, most crucially, carried
out atomic espionage in the United States, Great Britain,
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and Canada. Sudoplatov served the KGB for over fifty
years, at one point controlling more than twenty
thousand guerrillas, moles, and spies. But his
involvement with the most nefarious Soviet activities-and the rulers who ordered them-- made Sudoplatov an
unwanted witness, and he was arrested in 1953 after
Beria's fall. Despite torture and solitary confinement he
refused to "confess", disavowing any criminal actions. He
spent fifteen years in prison, then struggled two decades
more for rehabilitation. "Special Tasks" is an astonishing
memoir and a singular historical document of a man who
knew and did too much for the Soviet empire.
‘That night Stasia took an oath, swearing to learn the
recipe by heart and destroy the paper. And when she
was lying in her bed again, recalling the taste with all her
senses, she was sure that this secret recipe could heal
wounds, avert catastrophes, and bring people
happiness. But she was wrong.’ At the start of the
twentieth century, on the edge of the Russian Empire, a
family prospers. It owes its success to a delicious
chocolate recipe, passed down the generations with
great solemnity and caution. A caution which is justified:
this is a recipe for ecstasy that carries a very bitter
aftertaste … Stasia learns it from her Georgian father and
takes it north, following her new husband, Simon, to his
posting at the centre of the Russian Revolution in St
Petersburg. Stasia’s is only the first in a symphony of
grand but all too often doomed romances that swirl from
sweet to sour in this epic tale of the red century.
Tumbling down the years, and across vast expanses of
longing and loss, generation after generation of this
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compelling family hears echoes and sees reflections.
Great characters and greater relationships come and go
and come again; the world shakes, and shakes some
more, and the reader rejoices to have found at last one
of those glorious old books in which you can live and
learn, be lost and found, and make indelible new friends.
The KGB Plays Chess is a unique book. For the first time
it opens to us some of the most secret pages of the
history of chess. The battles about which you will read in
this book are not between chess masters sitting at the
chess board, but between the powerful Soviet secret
police, known as the KGB, on the one hand, and several
brave individuals, on the other. Their names are famous
in the chess world: Viktor Kortschnoi, Boris Spasski,
Boris Gulko and Garry Kasparov became subjects of
constant pressure, blackmail and persecution in the
USSR. Their victories at the chess board were achieved
despite this victimization. Unlike in other books, this story
has two perspectives. The victim and the persecutor, the
hunted and the hunter, all describe in their own words
the very same events. One side is represented by the
famous Russian chess players Viktor Kortschnoi and
Boris Gulko. For many years they fought against a
powerful system, and at the end they were triumphant.
The Soviet Union collapsed and they got what they were
fighting for: their freedom. Former KGB Lieutenant
Colonel Vladimir Popov, who left Russia in 1996 and
now lives in Canada, was one of those who had worked
all his life for the KGB and was responsible for the sport
sector of the USSR. It is only now for the first time that
he has decided to tell the reader his story of the KGBs
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involvement in Soviet Sports. This is his first book, and it
is not only full of sensations, but it also dares to name
names of secret KGB agents previously known only as
famous chess masters, sportsmen or sport officials. Just
a few short years ago a book like this would have been
unimaginable. Read this book. It is not only about chess.
It is about glorious victory of the great chess masters
over the forces of darkness.
When revolutions happen, they change the rules of
everyday life--both the codified rules concerning the
social and legal classifications of citizens and the
unwritten rules about how individuals present themselves
to others. This occurred in Russia after the Bolshevik
Revolution of 1917, which laid the foundations of the
Soviet state, and again in 1991, when that state
collapsed. Tear Off the Masks! is about the remaking of
identities in these times of upheaval. Sheila Fitzpatrick
here brings together in a single volume years of
distinguished work on how individuals literally
constructed their autobiographies, defended them under
challenge, attempted to edit the "file-selves" created by
bureaucratic identity documentation, and denounced
others for "masking" their true social identities. Marxist
class-identity labels--"worker," "peasant," "intelligentsia,"
"bourgeois"--were of crucial importance to the Soviet
state in the 1920s and 1930s, but it turned out that the
determination of a person's class was much more
complicated than anyone expected. This in turn left
considerable scope for individual creativity and
manipulation. Outright imposters, both criminal and
political, also make their appearance in this book. The
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final chapter describes how, after decades of struggle to
construct good Soviet socialist personae, Russians had
to struggle to make themselves fit for the new, postSoviet world in the 1990s--by "de-Sovietizing"
themselves. Engaging in style and replete with colorful
detail and characters drawn from a wealth of sources,
Tear Off the Masks! offers unique insight into the elusive
forms of self-presentation, masking, and unmasking that
made up Soviet citizenship and continue to resonate in
the post-Soviet world.
This book is a memoir of the daily life of two men from
Georgia--Stalin and Beria--who sent millions to their
graves.
In the spring of 1940, the Soviet Union carried out the
mass executions of 14,500 Polish prisoners of war army officers, police, gendarmes, and civilians - taken by
the Red Army when it invaded eastern Poland in
September 1939. This work details the Soviet killings,
the elaborate cover-up of the crime, and the subsequent
revelations.
Stalin's Loyal Executioner, drawn from still-classified
Soviet archives, chronicles the meteoric and bloody
career of Nikolai Ezhov, NKVD leader and security chief,
revealing the tragic scope of communist terrorism under
Joseph Stalin.
In this remarkable collection of essays, Michael Burawoy
develops the extended case method by connecting his
own experiences among workers of the world to the
great transformations of the twentieth century—the rise
and fall of the Soviet Union and its satellites, the
reconstruction of U.S. capitalism, and the African
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transition to post-colonialism in Zambia. Burawoy's
odyssey began in 1968 in the Zambian copper mines
and proceeded to Chicago's South Side, where he
worked as a machine operator and enjoyed a unique
perspective on the stability of advanced capitalism. In the
1980s, this perspective was deepened by contrast with
his work in diverse Hungarian factories. Surprised by the
collapse of socialism in Hungary in 1989, he journeyed in
1991 to the Soviet Union, which by the end of the year
had unexpectedly dissolved. He then spent the next
decade studying how the working class survived the
catastrophic collapse of the Soviet economy. These
essays, presented with a perspective that has benefited
from time and rich experience, offer ethnographers a
theory and a method for developing novel
understandings of epochal change.
This is the first comprehensive biography of Lavrentii
Beria, Stalin's notorious police chief and for many years
his most powerful lieutenant. Beria has long symbolized
all the evils of Stalinism, haunting the public imagination
both in the West and in the former Soviet Union. Yet
because his political opponents expunged his name from
public memory after his dramatic arrest and execution in
1953, little has been previously published about his long
and tumultuous career.
"The author analyzes modern Russian history from a
new perspective. Due to the ideological heritage of the
XIX and XX century, the social settings of the
sociopolitical history of the USSR (1917-1945) have not
been fully identified. Detailed examination of ideological
and political concepts shows that the revolution of 1917
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became not a middle class, proletarian movement, but
rather a plebeian one. The misjudgment by the new
power enabled growth but caused tremendous losses of
human lives and material damages. Socialization of
economy and strict centralization led to a new social
structure and established terror as an instrument for
social reorganization. WWII revealed the necessity of a
correction of these developments, but the events of the
Cold War circumvented any further
considerations"--Provided by publisher.
A mesmerising, chilling close-up portrayal of Stalin from
Milovan Djilas, a Communist insider - with an
introduction from Anne Applebaum, author of Gulag and
Iron Curtain This extraordinarily vivid and unnerving book
three meetings held with Stalin during and after the
Second World War. Djilas brilliantly describes the
dictator in his lair - cunning, cruel, enormously talented.
Few books give as clear a sense of what made Stalin
such a compelling figure and how he was able to
hypnotise and terrify those around him. Djilas also
describes the key members of Stalin's court: Beria,
Malenkov, Zhukov, Molotov and Khruschchev. The result
is a gripping account of the ruler at the height of his fame
and power.
The Natural Resources Defense Council once again
provides the definitive account of the current status of
Russian nuclear weapons. Taking advantage of
previously unavailable information the authors describe
the origins, growth, and decline of the massive Soviet
nuclear weapons production complex-the places
involved in the recent headline-making epi
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After taking control of the Communist Party in 1923 and
later becoming de facto dictator of the Soviet Union,
Stalin used the OGPU to implement mass collectivisation
and deportations of the wealthy peasants. This book
charts Stalin's use of the re-named NKVD to carry out
the purges of the 1930s in which millions were arrested
and ended their lives in forced-labour camps, and
countless other millions were executed outright. This
book looks at the organisation of the state's secret police
in Russia during this time, its vast network of spies and
informers, its units within the Red Army, as well as the
dozens of special prisons and camps. It details the
oppression carried out against Stalin's opponents during
World War II, when hundreds of thousands of Cossacks
and White Russians were killed outright as soon as they
fell into Soviet hands as the Red Army advanced
towards Germany. Following the end of the war, Stalin
tightened his grip over the secret police, and the final
incarnation of his secret police, the KGB, became an
agency for spreading Soviet influence throughout the
world. This book contains eye witness accounts of Soviet
secret police terror and oppression and includes many
rare and previously unpublished photographs.
Monografie over de laatste maanden in het leven van
Stalin en de periode daarna.
The KGB of Cold War renown was the successor to a
series of equally infamous and lethal state security
agencies that date from the early days of the Russian
Revolution: Cheka, OGPU, GUGB, NKVD, NKGB and
MVD. Beginning with the Cheka, the organisation for
combating counter-revolution and sabotage, Stalin’s
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Secret Police examines the Soviet state’s treatment of
the enemies of Bolshevism, using methods that were so
ruthless that the government was moved to abolish the
organization ‘with expressions of gratitude for heroic
work’ in 1922. The Cheka’s immediate successor was
the OGPU (Unified State Political Administration). After
taking control of the Communist Party in 1923 and later
becoming de facto dictator of the Soviet Union, Stalin
used the OGPU to implement mass collectivisation and
deportations of the kulaks (wealthy peasants) in the early
1930s. Stalin NKVD’s (People’s Commissariat of
Internal Affairs) carried out the purges of the 1930s, in
which millions were arrested and executed or ended their
lives in forced- labour camps. During World War II
thousands of Cossacks and White Russians were killed
when they fell into Soviet hands as the Red Army
advanced towards Germany. Following the end of the
war, Stalin tightened his grip over the secret police, and
the final incarnation of his secret police, the KGB,
became an agency for spreading Soviet influence
throughout the world. Illustrated with more than 100
black-and-white photographs and expertly written,
Stalin’s Secret Police is a chilling history of the Soviet
secret police from 1917 to the fall of Communism.
Just weeks after World War II had ended, a young cipher
clerk named Igor Gouzenko walked out of the Soviet
Embassy in Ottawa with secret papers stuffed under his
shirt and headed straight for the offices of a city
newspaper. His action would change the course of the
twentieth century. Gouzenko's defection sent
shockwaves through Washington, London, Moscow, and
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Ottawa. It was the first from a Soviet Embassy, and the
smuggled documents, which suggested that agents in
North America were feeding atomic secrets to Moscow,
sparked a witch-hunt for spies, including not only
Americans and Canadians, but a leading British nuclear
scientist, Allan Nunn May. FBI chief J. Edgar Hoover
used Gouzenko's defection to demonize the Soviets and
discredit the leftists in President Harry Truman's White
House. All he had needed to push his agenda was
evidence of spying, and Gouzenko delivered the goods.
The FBI and the House Un-American Activities
Committee used Gouzenko's revelations to go after
Alger Hiss, Harry Dexter White, and many others. And all
the while, infamous MI-5 double-agent Kim Philby kept
his Soviet masters apprised. The Cold War had truly
begun. In this first book to tell the Gouzenko story, Amy
Knight uses newly declassified files as well as interviews
with several of the key players to examine the substance
of Gouzenko's revelations and delve into his hidden
motives for defecting. She explains how Gouzenko was
really a pawn in a much larger game. And she brilliantly
connects these events to the hardening of relations
between Moscow and the West, the practice of guilt by
association, and the end of the movement for
international control of the atomic bomb.
Ever since Vladimir Putin came to power in Russia, his
critics have turned up dead on a regular basis. According
to Amy Knight, this is no coincidence. In Orders to Kill,
the KGB scholar ties dozens of victims together to
expose a campaign of political murder during Putin’s
reign that even includes terrorist attacks such as the
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Boston Marathon bombing. Russia is no stranger to
political murder, from the tsars to the Soviets to the Putin
regime, during which many journalists, activists and
political opponents have been killed. Kremlin defenders
like to say, “There is no proof,” however convenient
these deaths have been for Putin, and, unsurprisingly,
because he controls all investigations, Putin is never
seen holding a smoking gun. Orders to Kill is a story long
hidden in plain sight with huge ramifications.
"This book is a global history of the Interwar period,
which posits a new history for the origins of the Second
World War. Jonathan Haslam argues that it was not only
the failures of the treaties that ended the First World War
that led to the Second, as has traditionally been
supposed. Rather, fear of international communism
hampered the Great Powers and prevented the
necessary diplomatic steps to contain the aggression of
Germany and Japan to a much greater extent and much
earlier in history than previous scholarship has
recognized. Haslam looks at newly discovered and
neglected archival materials around the world to show
how communism as a social and political force shaped
the politics in countries as diverse as Britain, Spain,
France, as well as the U.S., China, and European
colonies in the 1920s and 1930s. Both Communism and
fear of communism were essential components of the
period's political and class divides within Europe, the
Weimar crisis, the Great Depression, and colonial
conflicts around the world. These social factors formed
the essential background to the grand political dramas in
each country, explaining for example why France
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seemed timid, Britain appeased, and the U.S. selfisolated. Haslam expertly brings together domestic and
international politics as well as the European and Asian
theaters to shed new light on this pivotal period of history
in new ways. Ultimately, he shows that international
communism was much a more significant factor in the
diplomatic failures that permitted Japan's increased
aggression and Hitler's rise to power than was previously
thought"-THE NUMBER ONE BESTSELLER ON THE LAST
DAYS OF THE THIRD REICH 'Recounts, in harrowing
detail and with formidable skill, the brutal death-throes of
Hitler's Reich at the hands of the rampaging Red Army'
Boyd Tonkin, Independent 'An irresistibly compelling
narrative, of events so terrible that they still have the
power to provoke wonder and awe' Adam Sisman,
Observer __________________ The Red Army had
much to avenge when it finally reached the frontiers of
the Reich in January 1945. Political instructors rammed
home the message of Wehrmacht and SS brutality. The
result was the most terrifying example of fire and sword
ever known, with tanks crushing refugee columns under
their tracks, mass rape, pillage and destruction.
Hundreds of thousands of women and children froze to
death or were massacred because Nazi Party chiefs,
refusing to face defeat, had forbidden the evacuation of
civilians. Over seven million fled westwards from the
terror of the Red Army. Antony Beevor reconstructs the
experiences of those millions caught up in the nightmare
of the Third Reich's final collapse, telling a terrible story
of pride, stupidity, fanaticism, revenge and savagery Page 18/23
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but also one of astonishing endurance, self-sacrifice and
survival against all odds. __________________ 'Makes
us feel the chaos and the fear as if every drop of blood
was our own . . . compellingly readable, deeply
researched, and beautifully written' Simon Sebag
Montefiore, Spectator 'Brilliant. Combines a soldier's
understanding of war's realities with a novelist's eye for
detail' Orlando Figes, Sunday Times 'Startling, chilling,
compelling. Beevor's writing burns like a torch at night in
a landscape of ruins' Literary Review 'Powerful, diligently
researched and beautifully written . . . even better than
Stalingrad' Andrew Roberts, Mail on Sunday
'Gripping, authoritative, accessible and always bracingly
revisionist' Simon Sebag Montefiore 'A terrific read ...
McMeekin is a superb writer' David Aaronovitch, The
Times In this remarkable, ground-breaking new book
Sean McMeekin marks a generational shift in our view of
Stalin as an ally in the Second World War. Stalin's only
difference from Hitler, he argues, was that he was a
successful murderous predator. With Hitler dead and the
Third Reich in ruins, Stalin created an immense new
Communist empire. Among his holdings were
Czechoslovakia and Poland, the fates of which had first
set the West against the Nazis and, of course, China and
North Korea, the ramifications of which we still live with
today. Until Barbarossa wrought a public relations
miracle, turning him into a plucky ally of the West, Stalin
had murdered millions, subverted every norm of
international behaviour, invaded as many countries as
Hitler had, and taken great swathes of territory he would
continue to keep. In the larger sense the global conflict
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grew out of not only German and Japanese aggression
but Stalin's manoeuvrings, orchestrated to provoke wars
of attrition between the capitalist powers in Europe and
in Asia. Throughout the war Stalin chose to do only what
would benefit his own regime, not even aiding in the
effort against Japan until the conflict's last weeks. Above
all, Stalin's War uncovers the shocking details of how the
US government (to the detriment of itself and its other
allies) fuelled Stalin's war machine, blindly agreeing to
every Soviet demand, right down to agents supplying
details of the atomic bomb. 'Impressive, well researched
and very well written ... A new look at the conflict, which
poses new questions and provides new and often
unexpected answers to the old ones' Serhii Plokhy, The
Guardian
The 1934 murder of the charismatic politician Sergei
Kirov sparked Stalin's brutal purges, and speculation
about it still fascinates the Russians. Who killed Kirov,
and why? In Russia, conspiracy theories about Kirov
have abounded, and scholars throughout the world have
tackled various pieces of the story -- but definitive
evidence has eluded them. Now Amy Knight has
combed the recently opened Russian archives to
reconstruct this fascinating crime and analyze its effect
on the Russian people. The result is at once an intriguing
murder mystery and a major piece of scholarship that
sheds new light on the terrors of Stalin.
There are some figures in modern history who stand out
not just for their amoral conduct but their cruelty. This
book explores the life of the notorious Beria, Stalin’s
henchman. The first part provides an outline of the
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turbulent history of Russia from 1900 to 1953, in order to
set the background from which Beria emerged. The
second section presents a biography of Beria from his
youth, his early education, and his obsequious behaviour
towards Stalin to his rise to be the head of the NKVD
(KGB) and later to be amongst the most senior leaders
of the Communist structure in the USSR. He was
responsible for the deaths of millions (and for organising
the Katy? massacre), infamous for murdering
colleagues, and a sexual predator, and became the most
feared man in the USSR next to Stalin. The third and
fourth parts move away from history and biography to
moral philosophy, in order to understand from where
such evil conduct arises. The question of free-will is
explored in the light of human insight, and these sections
also discuss the most recent scientific claims concerning
human behaviour, as well as the factors which influence
people in decision making.
An engrossing biography of the notorious Russian
dictator by an author whose knowledge of Soviet-era
archives far surpasses all others. Josef Stalin exercised
supreme power in the Soviet Union from 1929 until his
death in 1953. During that quarter-century, by Oleg
Khlevniuk’s estimate, he caused the imprisonment and
execution of no fewer than a million Soviet citizens per
year. Millions more were victims of famine directly
resulting from Stalin’s policies. What drove him toward
such ruthlessness? This essential biography offers an
unprecedented, fine-grained portrait of Stalin the man
and dictator. Without mythologizing Stalin as either
benevolent or an evil genius, Khlevniuk resolves
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numerous controversies about specific events in the
dictator’s life while assembling many hundreds of
previously unknown letters, memos, reports, and diaries
into a comprehensive, compelling narrative of a life that
altered the course of world history. In brief, revealing
prologues to each chapter, Khlevniuk takes his reader
into Stalin’s favorite dacha, where the innermost circle
of Soviet leadership gathered as their vozhd lay dying.
Chronological chapters then illuminate major themes:
Stalin’s childhood, his involvement in the Revolution and
the early Bolshevik government under Lenin, his
assumption of undivided power and mandate for
industrialization and collectivization, the Terror, World
War II, and the postwar period. At the book’s
conclusion, the author presents a cogent warning against
nostalgia for the Stalinist era. “This brilliant,
authoritative, opinionated biography ranks as the best on
Stalin in any language.”—Martin McCauley East-West
Review “A historiographical and literary
masterpiece.”—Mark Edele, Australian Book Review “A
very digestible biography, yet one packed with
revelations.”—Paul E. Richardson, Russian Life
Magazine
In the Great Terror of 1937-38 more than a million Soviet
citizens were arrested or killed for political crimes they
didn't commit. What kind of people carried out this violent
purge, and what motivated them? This book opens up
the world of the Soviet perpetrator for the first time.
Focusing on Kuntsevo, the Moscow suburb where Stalin
had a dacha, Alexander Vatlin shows how Stalinism
rewarded local officials for inventing enemies. Agents of
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Terror reveals stunning, detailed evidence from archives
available for a limited time in the 1990s. Going beyond
the central figures of the terror, Vatlin takes readers into
the offices and interrogation rooms of secret police at the
district level. Spurred at times by ambition, and at times
by fear for their own lives, agents rushed to fulfill quotas
for arresting "enemies of the people"--even when it
meant fabricating the evidence. Vatlin pulls back the
curtain on a Kafkaesque system, forcing readers to
reassess notions of historical agency and moral
responsibility in Stalin-era crimes.
Copyright: 8d18e13a47266ad69b7b7022faa4cca4

Page 23/23

Copyright : hmshoppingmorgen.hm.com

