Acces PDF Battle Lomba 1987 Mechanized Commanders

Battle Lomba 1987 Mechanized Commanders
Complete set Since 1961 the Adelphi Papers have provided some of the most
informed accounts of international and strategic relations. Produced by the world
renowned International Institute of Strategic Studies, each paper provides a short
account of a subject of topical interest by a leading military figure, policy maker or
academic. The project reprints the first forty years of papers, arranged into
thematic sets. The collection as a whole provides a rich and insightful account of
international affairs during a period which spans the second half of the Cold War,
the fall of the communist bloc and the emergence of a new regime with the
United States as the sole superpower. There is a wealth of global coverage: Four
volumes on east and southeast Asia as well as individual volumes on China,
Japan and Korea Particular attention is given to the Middle East, with volumes
addressing internal sources of instability; geo-politics and the role of the
superpowers; the Israel-Palestine conflict; and the Iran-Iraq War and the first Gulf
War. There is also a volume on oil and insecurity There are also two volumes on
Africa, the site of most of the world’s wars during the period The IISS has
obviously made a particular contribution to the understanding of military strategy,
and this is reflected with material on topics such as urban and guerrilla warfare,
nuclear deterrence and the role of information in modern warfare. Volumes on
military strategy are complemented by approaches from other disciplines, such
as defence economics. Key selling points: Early papers were only distributed by
the IISS and will have achieved limited penetration of the academic market A
host of major authors on a range of different subjects (eg Gerald Segal on China,
Michael Leifer on Southeast Asia, Sir Lawrence Freidman on the revolution in
military affairs, Raymond Vernon on multinationals and defence economics)
Individual volumes will have a strong appeal to different markets (eg the volume
on defence economics for economists, various volumes for Asian Studies etc)
What really happened during South Africa’s military involvement in Angola? Did
the military leaders always see eye to eye with the politicians – and with each
other? Was South Africa responsible for the death of Mozambican President
Samora Machel? What was the extent of South Africa’s nuclear programme?
How did South Africa’s military machine deal with the end of apartheid? Based
on interviews with the former generals of the South African Defence Force, Days
of the Generals addresses these and many other fascinating questions. The book
looks in detail at South Africa’s intervention in Angola, Namibia and
Mozambique. It examines the armed struggle of the ANC and the state’s war
against the liberation movements. It investigates chemical and biological warfare,
the ‘third force’ and other top-secret issues. For the first time, the generals –
Magnus Malan, Constand Viljoen, Jannie Geldenhuys, Georg Meiring, Hein du
Toit and Chris Thirion – have opened up and given their account of events in
southern Africa from the 1970s to the present. Theirs is an explosive story, giving
behind-the-scenes information about covert operations, secret meetings,
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strategic alliances and full-scale war. This is essential reading for anyone
interested in southern African politics and military history. The author, Hilton
Hamann, entered the South African Defence Force as a conscript in 1975, and
was stationed in Angola. He subsequently became the Sunday Times’s military
correspondent and wrote for a number of well-known international magazines
and newspapers, such as Soldier of Fortune. In this role he travelled extensively
with the SADF, often accompanying them into battle. He currently runs a news
syndication company.
The climactic death-throes of Soviet Communism during the 1980s included a
last-gasp attempt at strategic franchise expansion in Southern Africa. Channeled
through Castro's Cuba, oil-rich Angolan armed forces (FAPLA) received billions
of dollars of advanced weaponry including MiG 23 and Sukhoi fighter jets, SAM 8
missile systems and thousands of armored vehicles. Their intent - to eradicate
the US-backed Angolan opposition (UNITA), then push southwards into South
Africa's protectorate SWA/Namibia, ostensibly as liberators. 1985 saw the first
large-scale mechanized offensive in Southern African history. Russian Generals
planned and oversaw the offensive but without properly accounting for the
tenacity of UNITA (supported by the South African Defense Forces - SADF) or
the treacherous terrain typical in the rainy season. The '85 offensive floundered
in the mud and FAPLA returned to their capital Luanda. The South Africans stood
down, confident their 'covert' support for UNITA had demonstrated the folly of
prosecuting war so far from home against Africa's military Superpower. The
South Africans were mistaken. Fidel and FAPLA immediately redoubled their
efforts, strengthening fifteen battalions with even more Soviet hardware while
Russian and Cuban specialists oversaw troop training. As Cuban and Angola
fighter pilots honed their skills over the skies of Northern Angola, David Mannall,
a normal 17-year old kid completing High School, was preparing for two years of
compulsory military service before beginning Tertiary education. Through a
series of fateful twists he found himself leading soldiers in a number of full-scale
armored clashes including the largest and most decisive battle on African soil
since World War II. This is the David and Goliath story that, due to seismic
political changes in the region, has never been truthfully told. The author lifts the
hatch on his story of how Charlie Squadron, comprising just twelve 90mm AFVs
crewed by 36 national servicemen, as part of the elite 61 Mechanized Battalion,
engaged and effectively annihilated the giant FAPLA 47th Armored Brigade in
one day - 3 October 1987. Their 90mm cannons were never designed as tankkillers but any assurances that it would never be used against heavy armor were
left in the classroom during the three-month operation and never more starkly
than the decisive 'Battle on The Lomba River'. The Communist-backed offensive
died that day along with hundreds of opposition fighters. 47th Brigade survivors
abandoned their remaining equipment, fleeing north across the Lomba,
eventually joining the 59th Brigade in what became a full-scale retreat of over ten
thousand soldiers to Cuito Cuanevale. ## The myth perpetuated by postPage 2/6
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apartheid politicians goes something like this "Éthe SADF force that destroyed
47th Brigade on 3 October numbered 6,000 men and that all the hard yards were
run by the long suffering UNITA!" The inconvenient truth is that there were just 36
South African boys on the frontline that day, but it is also true to say they would
never have achieved such a stunning victory without the support of many more.
This is their story.
Following the publication of Al Venter’s successful Portugal’s Guerrilla Wars in
Africa - shortlisted by the New York Military Affairs Symposium’s 'Arthur
Goodzeit Book Award for 2013' - his Battle for Angola delves still further into the
troubled history of this former Portuguese African colony. This is a completely
fresh work running to almost 600 pages including 32 pages of color photos, with
the main thrust on events before and after the civil war that followed Lisbon’s
over-hasty departure back to the metrópole. There are also several sections that
detail the role of South African mercenaries in defeating the rebel leader Dr
Jonas Savimbi (considered by some as the most accomplished guerrilla leader to
emerge in Africa in the past century). There are many chapters that deal with
Pretoria’s reaction to the deteriorating political and military situation in Angola,
the role of the Soviets and mercenaries in the political transition, as well as the
civil war that followed. With the assistance of several notable military authorities
he elaborates in considerable detail on South Africa’s 23-year Border War, from
the first guerrilla incursions to the last. In this regard he received solid help from
the former the head of 4 Reconnaissance Regiment, Colonel Douw Steyn, who
details several cross-border Recce strikes, including the sinking by frogmen of
two Soviet ships and a Cuban freighter in an Angolan deepwater port.
Throughout, the author was helped by a variety of notable authorities, including
the French historian Dr René Pélissier and the American academic and former
naval aviator Dr John (Jack) Cann. With their assistance, he covers several
ancillary uprisings and invasions, including the Herero revolt of the early 20th
century; the equally troubled Ovambo insurrection, as well as the invasion of
Angola by the Imperial German Army in the First World War. Former deputy head
of the South African Army Major General Roland de Vries played a seminal role.
It was he - dubbed ‘South Africa’s Rommel’ by his fellow commanders - who
successfully nurtured the concept of ‘mobile warfare’ where, in a succession of
armored onslaughts ‘thin-skinned’ Ratel Infantry Fighting Vehicles tackled
Soviet main battle tanks and thrashed them. There is a major section on South
African Airborne – the ‘Parabats’ –by Brigadier-General McGill Alexander, one
of the architects of that kind of warfare under Third World conditions. Finally, the
role of Cuban Revolutionary Army receives the attention it deserves: officially
there were almost 50,000 Cuban troops deployed in the Angolan war, though
subsequent disclosures in Havana suggest that the final total was much higher.
First published in 1994. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.
In 2 February 1990, FW de Klerk made a speech that changed the history of
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South Africa. Nine days later, the world watched as Nelson Mandela walked free
from the Viktor Verster prison. In the midst of these events was Lord Renwick,
Margaret Thatcher's envoy to South Africa, who became a personal friend of
Nelson Mandela, FW de Klerk and Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi, acting as a
trusted intermediary between them. He warned PW Botha against military attacks
on neighbouring countries, in meetings he likens to 'calling on the führer in his
bunker'. He invited Mandela to his first meal in a restaurant for twenty-seven
years, rehearsing him for his meeting with Margaret Thatcher - and told Thatcher
that she must not interrupt him. Their discussion went on so long that the British
press in Downing Street started chanting 'Free Nelson Mandela'.In this
extraordinary insider's account, Renwick draws on his diaries of the time, as well
as previously unpublished material from the Foreign Office and Downing Street
files. He paints a vivid, affectionate, real-life portrait of Mandela as a wily and
resourceful political leader bent on out-manoeuvring both adversaries and some
of his own colleagues in pursuit of a peaceful outcome.
This informal history gives a warts-and-all account of the European experience in
Africa, from the explorations of the 15th century Portuguese mariners to the
presidential inauguration of Nelson Mandela, formally ending white supremacy
everywhere in the continent
A new examination of why Cuba, a Caribbean country, sent half a million of its
citizens to fight in Angola in Africa, and how a short-term intervention escalated
into a lengthy war of intervention. It clearly details how in January 1965 Cuba
formed an alliance with the Angolan MPLA which evolved into the flagship of its
global 'internationalist' mission, spawning the military intervention of November
1975 culminating in Cuba's spurious 'victory' at Cuito Cuanavale and Cuba's
fifteen-year occupation of Angola. Drawing on interviews with leading
protagonists, first-hand accounts and archive material from Cuba, Angola and
South Africa, this new book dispels the myths of the Cuban intervention,
revealing that Havana's decision to intervene was not so much an heroic gesture
of solidarity, but rather a last-ditch gamble to avert disaster. By examining Cuba's
role in the Angolan War in a global context, this book demonstrates how the
interaction between the many players in Angola shaped and affected Cuba's
intervention as it headed towards its controversial conclusion.
On 21 May 1980, under the codename Operation Tiro-Tiro, 32 Battalion attacked
and routed a FAPLA brigade at Savate, a small Angolan town 75 kilometres north
of the border with South West Africa. Fifteen members of 32 Battalion were killed
in the action and many more wounded. It was the highest South African casualty
rate in a single skirmish since the start of the Border War. Overall, however,
Savate was a significant victory for 32 Battalion. FAPLA suffered heavy
casualties and the invaders captured a great many vehicles, weapons,
ammunition and other equipment. Operation Tiro-Tiro, or the Battle of Savate as
it became known, was the first time the SADF had engaged FAPLA in battle
since 1975. And, despite the record number of casualties, it was 32 Battalion’s
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biggest victory since its formation in March 1976. While the Border War came to
an end in 1989 and 32 Battalion was disbanded in March 1993, to this day a
remem-brance service and parade is held annually on the Sunday closest to 21
May to commemorate the Battle of Savate and to remember 32 Battalion’s
victory and the price they paid. Drawing from official documents in the
Department of Defence Documentation Centre that have only recently been
declassified and from testimonies of soldiers on both sides, The Battle of Savate
is the definitive account of one of the greatest battles of the Border War,
describ¬ing in detail the operation, its motivation and planning, its achievements
and failures, and vividly recreating the experience of what happened on the
ground.
On 3 October 1987 Charlie Squadron - the iron fist of 61 Mechanised Battalion Group - led the
way in a decisive battle on the Lomba River in southern Angola, as part of the South African
Defence Force's Operation Moduler. Although SADF tactical doctrine dictated that the tanks of
the Angolan 47 Brigade be countered with tanks, the young conscripts of Charlie Squadron
were forced to face their enemy in vastly inferior Ratels, significantly handicapped by the
vehicles' thin armour and low-velocity guns. Not only were they facing a force far superior in
terms of weaponry, but they were also hugely outnumbered and had to deal with terrain so
dense that their sight was severely impaired and their movement restricted. Through interviews
with veterans of the battle and diary entries from the time, Leopold Scholtz recreates the
drama of this David vs Goliath battle, taking the reader straight to the heart of the action. A
deeply human story, Ratels on the Lomba tells of how individuals react in the face of death,
and reveals how the war never left these men, not even when they returned home.
Complete set Since 1961 the Adelphi Papers have provided some of the most informed
accounts of international and strategic relations. Produced by the world renowned International
Institute of Strategic Studies, each paper provides a short account of a subject of topical
interest by a leading military figure, policy maker or academic. The project reprints the first forty
years of papers, arranged into thematic sets. The collection as a whole provides a rich and
insightful account of international affairs during a period which spans the second half of the
Cold War, the fall of the communist bloc and the emergence of a new regime with the United
States as the sole superpower. There is a wealth of global coverage: Four volumes on east
and southeast Asia as well as individual volumes on China, Japan and Korea Particular
attention is given to the Middle East, with volumes addressing internal sources of instability;
geo-politics and the role of the superpowers; the Israel-Palestine conflict; and the Iran-Iraq War
and the first Gulf War. There is also a volume on oil and insecurity There are also two volumes
on Africa, the site of most of the world's wars during the period The IISS has obviously made a
particular contribution to the understanding of military strategy, and this is reflected with
material on topics such as urban and guerrilla warfare, nuclear deterrence and the role of
information in modern warfare. Volumes on military strategy are complemented by approaches
from other disciplines, such as defence economics. Key selling points: Early papers were only
distributed by the IISS and will have achieved limited penetration of the academic market A
host of major authors on a range of different subjects (eg Gerald Segal on China, Michael
Leifer on Southeast Asia, Sir Lawrence Freidman on the revolution in military affairs, Raymond
Vernon on multinationals and defence economics) Individual volumes will have a strong appeal
to different markets (eg the volume on defence economics for economists, various volumes for
Asian Studies etc)
South Africa's armed forces invaded Angola in 1975, setting off a war that had consequences
for the whole region that are still felt today. A Far-Away War contributes to a wider
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understanding of this war in Angola and Namibia. The book does not only look at the war from
an "e;old"e; South African (Defence Force) perspective, but also gives a voice to participants
"e;on the other side"e; - emphasising the role of the Cubans and Russians. This focus is
supplemented by the inclusion of many never-before-published photographs from Cuban and
Russian archives, and a comprehensive bibliography.
Battle on the Lomba 1987The Day a South African Armoured Battalion shattered AngolaÕs
Last Mechanized Offensive - A Crew Commander's AccountHelion and Company
As the Soviet Union teetered on the edge of collapse during the late 1980s, and America
prepared to claim its victory, a bloody war still raged in Southern Africa, where proxy forces
from both sides vied for control of Angola. The result was the largest battle on the dark
continent since Al Alamein, with forces from both sides paying in blood what U.S.-Soviet
diplomats were otherwise spending in diplomacy. The socialist government of Angola and its
army, FAPLA, fully stocked with Soviet weapons, had only to wipe out a massive resistance
group, UNITA, secretly supplied by the U.S, in order to claim full sovereignty over the country.
A giant FAPLA offensive so threatened to succeed in overcoming UNITA that apartheid-era
South Africa stepped in to protect its own interests. The white army crossing the border
prompted the Angolan government to call on their own foreign reinforcementsÑthe army of
Communist CubaÕs. Thus began the epic battle of Cuito Cuanavale, largely unknown in the
U.S., but which raged for three months in the entirely odd match-up of South African Boers vs.
CastroÕs armed forces, which for the first time in the Cold War proved what it could achieve.
And it turned out the Cubans were very good. The South Africans were no slouches at warfare
themselves, but had suffered under a boycott of weapons since 1977. The Cubans and
Angolan troops, instead, had the latest Soviet weapons, easily delivered. But UNITA had its
secret U.S. supply line and the South Africans knew how to fight, mainly at a disadvantage in
air power for lack of spare parts. Meantime the Cubans overcame their logistic difficulties with
an impressive airlift of troops over the Atlantic, while the Boers simply needed to drive next
door. As a case study of ferocious fighting between East and WestÑalbeit proxies for the great
powers on all sidesÑthis book unveils a remarkable episode of the end-game of the Cold War
largely unknown to the public. The Angolans on both sides suffered heavily, but it was the
apartheid South Africans versus CastroÕs armed forces that provides utter fascination in one
of historyÕs rare match-ups.
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