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In this day when Christians and churches are widely dispersed throughout the world,
the ques- tion ‘Who is the church?’ could easily be dismissed as irrelevant. In this
publication, Bishop David Zac Niringiye pleads that as Jesus warned, we should not be
in haste to conclude that any community with religious titles or forms and who speaks
the right language of ‘Lord, Lord . . . ’ is authentic church. Taking his cue from
Hebrews 11 and 12 the author addresses the motif of ‘the people of God’, looking first
at the ancient people of Israel, beginning with Moses, then the new Israel and the
covenant in Christ, born through the Holy Spirit at Pentecost and finally the life of the
new community, the church, during the apostolic era. Through this biblical journey it is
made clear that as the pilgrim people of God and the new community in Christ we must
be marked by faith, love and hope, looking forward to the full consummation of the
kingdom of God – justice, peace and joy, fully realized when ‘the new heaven and the
new earth where righteousness dwells’ (2 Peter 3:13) is inaugurated.
Newly updated, this definitive reference work on major cult systems is the gold standard
text on cults with nearly a million copies sold.
In 'Announcing the Reign of God' Mortimer Arias proposes that the time has come to
recover in its fullness the biblical perspective of the kingdom for the mission of the
church today and particularly for our evangelistic witness.
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In the Galilean ministry - On the way to Jerusalem - The Last Supper - At table with
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Lord - Dining in the Kingdom of God.
The purpose of this book is to propose a redefinition of the Christian controlling
narrative. Such a revised narrative will allow us to return from spiritual and sociopolitical exile and rejoice in the sovereign reign of God in Christ.
Today’s refugee crisis has engulfed public policy and politics in countries around the
world, deeply dividing communities. With increased migration many fear terrorism,
crime and a dilution of their perceived national identity, while others embrace it as an
inevitable reality of the globalized world in which we live. But what does the Bible have
to say about migration and displacement and how refugees, migrants, and the stateless
should be treated? Strangers in the Kingdom asks why God cares for the displaced,
presenting biblical, theological, and missiological foundations for ministries to those
who have been uprooted from their homes and all that is familiar. Rupen Das and Brent
Hamoud apply their experience and expertise to provide timely answers that the
Christian community is waiting to hear. Addressing the humanitarian and legal needs of
the displaced is the starting point, but relief, repatriation, and resettlement programs
need to help the stranger find a place to belong, a place to call home.
Griffin uses Bishop Tom Wright's five-act-play model as a way of presenting Scripture
as a full-length story in order to assist the reader in a better reading experience of the
text. (Christian)
An epic time-travel adventure powered by love and a mysterious cello that connects
two women across centuries. In 2018 an aspiring young cellist dreams of joining the
National Arts Centre Orchestra in Ottawa. But after a crushing rejection, a new hope
emerges in the form of a long lost music score from her dying grandmother in Scotland.
When Adeena plays this music on the oldest surviving cello made in the United
Kingdom, something opens the gates of time and she’s connected to another woman
from the past. Their connection is undeniable. Katharine living in 18th century Scotland
is also a cellist and a composer. Their connection is augmented by the love of the same
man doomed to die after the Battle of Culloden in 1746. The magic of a priceless cello
connects two souls that share the same heart in all that truly matters to them – love and
the maddening drive to compose and to perform. Get swept away in this historical timeslip fantasy-adventure powered by classical music that refuses to be bound by time –
and an impossible love that defies the tragic fate already determined by history. In Book
I of the Song for a Lost Kingdom trilogy, the timeless power of music transcends the
limitations of the ordinary world for those who truly listen through their heart. Music is
not bound by time. Your time-slip adventure awaits…
This historical novel is about transformative changes in a fictional family in first-century
Judaea. It is set against the backdrop of the controversial ministry of an itinerant
preacher and healer from Galilee, of an ambitious and opportunistic politician who will
do anything to satisfy his own selfish desires, of a powerful occupation army that is
determined to maintain peace on its own terms, and of the hopes and dreams of
ordinary people in an ever-changing world. This is not a story about Jesus, as such, but
it is about the everyday life of some of the hard-working people who could have been
his neighbors, and about their struggle to understand the exciting, new teacher. The
story contains elements of faith, love, community, conflict, justice, hope, and personal
growth.
Announcing the Kingdom provides a comprehensive survey of the biblical foundation of
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investigates the development of the kingdom of God theme in the Old
Testament, describing what the concept tells us about God's mission in creation, the
flood, and the covenant with Abraham. It then describes God's mission through the
nation of Israel during the exodus, at Mt. Sinai, and through the kings of Israel. The
book then examines God's mission as Israel is sent into exile and the stage is set for
the Messiah's coming. Finally, the book considers the fulfillment of the kingdom of God
through Jesus Christ and the church. It examines Jesus' parables and ministry, his
proclamation of God's kingdom among the nations, and the work of the Holy Spirit
through the church. Announcing the Kingdom is the product of Arthur Glasser's more
than thirty years of teaching and has been used by thousands of students at Fuller
Theological Seminary. Now revised by Glasser's colleagues, this study provides
mission workers and students with a new understanding of their calling and its biblical
foundation.
What am I here for? How should I behave? Most Christians, faced with those questions,
think in terms either of 'rules' or of 'living authentically'. Both lead to problems. In this
book, full of fresh biblical exploration, Bishop Tom Wright proposes instead that we
inhabit the ancient tradition of virtue once again -- but from a thoroughly Christian, not
just a philosophical, perspective. The virtues are the strengths we need to get to our
goal. Following on from his popular best-selling books Simply Christian and Surprised
by Hope, he sees the goal in terms of the whole new creation, with humans renewed to
look after it.
Announcing the KingdomThe Story of God's Mission in the BibleBaker Academic
Kingdom Of Clay – Book 1 Kingdom Of Clay Bool 1 follows the story of Vaishnav and
Iravan, as they become enemies for life. Vaishnav has everything to live for. He has a
powerful father, who loves him, a cheerful mother, who adores him, and a promising
career ahead of him. Everyone knows that in future Vaishnav will succeed his father
and become the commander of Anant, the kingdom of Gold. Crown prince Iravan has
nothing to live for. He has a powerful father, who hates him, a dead mother, whose love
he has never experienced, and a bleak life ahead of him. Everyone knows that in
future, Iravan will make the worst king Anant has ever seen. These two young boys’
paths cross in the most tragic way. Vaishnav loses everything he has, his parents, his
home, and his life. They snatch it all from him and leaves him to die. Iravan finds
himself trapped inside his royal castle with a new stepmother and a possibility of getting
killed. Will they survive the blows of fate or will it kill them both? Will a savior rise to
save one of them? ?
Traditional Chinese edition of Becoming: A Guided Journal for Discovering Your Voice
It has been slowly dawning on me over many years that there is a fundamental problem
deep at the heart of Christian faith and practice as I have known it... we have all
forgotten what the four gospels are about.' With this surprising and radical assertion,
highly respected theologian and former Bishop of Durham Tom Wright launches a
groundbreaking work sure to shake up and revolutionise much Christian thinking on the
very heart and meaning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Tom Wright leads us,
intelligently and graciously to seeing the new reality of the gospel story; one that is so
explosive that the church in many generations has found it too much to take and so has
watered it down rather than allowing its full impact to be felt.
Everyone Lies. PRAGUE, 1870. For the last ten years, nineteen-year-old Eleanora
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has worked as a servant in her stepmother's household. Along with her
older brother, she dreams of the day they will be free to live life on their own terms. But
everything changes when their estranged grandmother comes to Prague on behalf of
Queen Victoria. Throughout Bohemia, a string of murders and secret whispers hint at a
larger coup. As the leader of the Order of the Crystal Daggers, an ancient order of spies
and soldiers that protect kingdoms and their rulers, Lady Penelope is determined to
discover the perpetrators. Now, Eleanora must make the choice between a life of
intrigue and saving the lives of others. Can Eleanora find a way do the right thing and
still find freedom? FROM THE BOOK: “I want to be free.” The words came rushing out
of me before I could think through their implications and consequences. “There are two
things you need to know about yourself if you want to be free—what you stand for, and
what you stand against.” Lady Penelope held up her hands, brandishing a pair of
daggers that had been hidden in her skirts. “This world lives enslaved to its destruction,
and so long as you are living, as long as you are fighting, you will be free.” I gazed at
the daggers, transfixed. Each blade was clothed in a leather scabbard, but the silver
and obsidian of the daggers’ hilts winked at me, as though it was calling for me. FROM
THE AUTHOR: With a fun blend of historical fiction, true love, castle intrigue, and family
dysfunction, The Order of the Crystal Daggers is my latest adventure series! WHAT
REVIEWERS ARE SAYING: 5 STARS! ~ Reader's Favorite This story was fantastic!
Definitely one of my favorite reads of this year! ~ Laura A. Grace, Unicorn Quester
Book Review
The four Gospels are the only books in the Bible to tell the same story from four
different angles. Together, they show us not only what Jesus was like and how he lived,
but how his life can become the model for our own. Four Gospels, One Christ offers an
overview of the three years of Jesus' public ministry--what he did and how he did it--as
seen through the eyes of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. And by exploring the themes
that run through the four Gospels, it invites us to reflect on what it really means to
"follow Jesus."
Who do we meet in the stories Jesus told? In The Parables of Jesus the Galilean:
Stories of a Social Prophet, a selection of the parables of Jesus is read using a socialscientific approach. The interest of the author is not the parables in their literary
contexts, but rather the parables as Jesus told them in a first-century Jewish Galilean
sociopolitical, religious, and economic setting. Therefore, this volume is part of the
material turn in parable research and offers a reading of the parables that pays special
attention to Mediterranean anthropology by stressing key first-century Mediterranean
values. Where applicable, available papyri that may be relevant in understanding the
parables of Jesus from a fresh perspective are used to assemble solid ancient
comparanda for the practices and social realities that the parables presuppose. The
picture of Jesus that emerges from these readings is that of a social prophet. The
parables of Jesus, as symbols of social transformation, envisioned a transformed and
alternative world. This world, for Jesus, was the kingdom of God.
The past two or three decades have witnessed significant activity in research on the
Jesus of the Gospels and history. In fact, there has been such a plethora of publication
on such a wide variety of facets of this issue that it is difficult to keep pace with the rate
of publication. In this volume, Dunn and McKnight have collected and provided
introductions to a wide cross-section of essays on the topic, ranging from classic
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the likes of Bultmann, Cadbury, and Schweitzer to the most recent
investigations of Horsley, Levine, and Wright. This volume will be a very useful book for
courses and seminars on Jesus or the historical Jesus, because it draws together in
one place a wide variety of perspectives and approaches to the issues. Authors
represented include: P. S. Alexander, D. C. Allison, P. W. Barnett, M. J. Borg, R.
Bultmann, H. J. Cadbury, P. M. Casey, G. B. Caird, B. Chilton, C. E. B. Cranfield, J. D.
G. Dunn, R. A. Horsley, J. Jeremias, M. Khler, W. G. Kmmel, E. E. Lemcio, A.-J.
Levine, G. Luedemann, J. P. Meier, B. F. Meyer, R. Morgan, J. A. T. Robinson, E. P.
Sanders, A. Schweitzer, K. R. Snodgrass, G. N. Stanton, P. Stuhlmacher, G. Theissen,
N. T. Wright.
The 2015 Missiology Lectures at Fuller Theological Seminary marked the fiftieth
anniversary of the School of Intercultural Studies (formerly School of World Mission).
The papers from that conference present a "state of the art" in the field of missiology,
drawing on the past and looking ahead to a diverse, global future.
What do unicorns, law, love, and hell all have in common? They are all unfortunate
words of the Bible. Through mistranslation, cultural shifts, anachronisms, and
misguided intentions, this book traces several key words whose meaning is commonly
misunderstood in our world today. If the blatant mistranslation of unicorns could survive
in the Bible for thousands of years, securing their place in our cultural imagination to
this day, what would happen if important words, like salvation, were misunderstood?
How might our cultural imaginations hide the meaning of the Bible rather than revealing
it? By tearing down misunderstandings, Wagenfuhr builds up a broad overview of the
story of the Bible that illustrates a more mature and more exciting vision for Christian
faith(fulness) than is commonly assumed.
Kingdom Come makes essential theological topics relevant and readable without
diluting the Gospel message. Essential reading for anyone in church leadership.
The missio Dei concept has shifted missiological thinking from an anthropocentric view
of mission to the understanding that the church and persons are participants in the
missio Dei. A Wesleyan perspective of grace and the means of grace inform the
development of a theology of participation in the missio Dei that overcomes the
repetitive articulations of mission as simply being human action or divine action.
Through the means of grace, Christian disciples participate in the missio Dei as those
transformed by God’s love and those through whom that love embraces and
transforms the world. Missio Dei and the Means of Grace: A Theology of Participation
offers a profoundly simple approach and understanding to twenty-first-century
missiology that is applicable for all persons, all ages, and all ecclesial expressions of
the Christian church, as participation in the missio Dei through the means of grace is
understood to be a holistic way of life where spiritual formation is understood as
inseparable from justice ministries.
Planting Healthy Churches is the centerpiece of an internationalcourse. It is provided by
Multiplication Network Ministries (MNM) asa free downloadable resource for Bible
colleges and seminaries. Theauthors, from different denominations, write with church
plantingexperience in different countries and with a background in training andteaching
thousands of students and church planters. MNM is alsoproviding PowerPoints to
accompany the book and a whole suite ofpractical training manuals for those desiring to
move from theacademic to the practical.A foundational premise of this work is that the
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world needs
morechurches and stronger churches that bear witness to the
comingKingdom of God. Planting churches is not only a biblical task, but alsoa very
strategic one as the Church participates with the Holy Spirit inGod's work of renewing
all things in Jesus Christ for the Glory of God.God's end vision is nothing less than a
new heaven and a new earth(Isaiah 65; Rev. 21). Through church planting, the new
communities offaith become an instrument, sign, and foretaste of the Kingdom of
Godas a demonstration plot of faith, hope, and love of Christ's sovereignand
redemptive reign over all creation. Its mission is to faithfullyparticipate with God as
ambassadors of the Kingdom to promote thekind of transformation that only He can
bring and the world sodesperately needs.
Examining how materialism and consumerism have made their way into the church, a
teaching pastor and author of Jesus of Suburbia reveals how Christians can more
effectively demonstrate Christ's presence and how the church can cooperate with
Jesus in the world in which they live. Original.
Some of the world's leading New Testament scholars come together to assess Tom
Wright's contribution to New Testament studies and to suggest new directions for
investigation. The book includes two new essays by Tom Wright on the themes of
historical Jesus studies and the life of the Church, and Pauline studies and the life of
the Church. Top contributors including: Richard Hays, Marianne Meye Thompson,
Kevin Vanhoozer, Jeremy Begbie, Marksu Bockmuehl and others.
Presents the second volume entitled "Jesus and the Victory of God" in a five-volume
series on the origins of Christianity. Focuses on Jesus as a first-century apocalyptic
prophet living within the politics of first-century Judaism while "integrating the data of
Gospel traditions in both original and surprising ways."
The Fourth Gospel, otherwise known as the gospel of the beloved disciple of Jesus,
has captivated the imagination of myriads of people worldwide. Echoing one of its major
themes, namely water, this gospel has been described as one in which a child can
wade and an elephant can swim. Of the four gospels in the New Testament, this one
stands out from the other three at several levels. In the Fourth Gospel the extraordinary
acts of Jesus are labeled consistently as signs, not miracles. In the second major part,
however, the signs give way to reality found uniquely in the life and death of Jesus on
behalf of benighted humanity. He is the true light that enlightens every one and every
thing. There are no parables in the Fourth Gospel. A parable is something that is
literally thrown alongside the ordinary world of the day. The Fourth Evangelist focuses
on truth, one of its major themes. There are puzzling pieces mixed in with the good
news, which serves to make this gospel captivating to the reader. Through all of the
complex twists and turns in this gospel the theme of love shines forth brilliantly,
especially so in the second half.
This study interprets Jesus' parables and the sayings tradition regarding the Kingdom
of God from a cognitive linguistic understanding of metaphor. It also shows what
contribution the theory of metaphor can make when the parables and aphorisms are
studied in research on the historical Jesus. The metaphoric nature and polyvalency of
the parables and aphorisms of the Jesus tradition undermine their value for research on
the historical Jesus. The author doubts whether the parables and sayings of the Jesus
tradition can be employed to reconstruct the historical Jesus.
N. T. Wright offers a penetrating assessment of the major scholarly contributions to the
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compelling account of how Jesus himself understood his mission: how he believed
himself called to remake Israel, the people of God, around himself; how he announced
God's judgement on the Israel of his day, especially its Temple and hierarchy; and how
he saw his own movement as the divinely ordained fulfilment of Israel's destiny.
This book brings to life the spiritual and sexual tensions of mid-19th-century America
through the sensational and unforgettable story of the cult of Matthias.
Is it possible to make a case that the Gospel of Mark was not composed by a single
man from scattered accounts but in a process of people's telling Jesus' story over
several decades? And what can we say about the tellers who were shaping this story
for changing audiences? After an introduction showing the groundwork already laid in
oral tradition research, the case begins by tracing the Mark we know back to several
quite different early manuscripts which continue the flexibility of their oral ancestors.
The focus then turns to three aspects of Mark, its language, which is characterized as
speech with special phrases and rhythms, its episodes characterized by traditional
forms, and its overall story pattern that is common in oral reports of the time. Finally
several soundings are taken in Mark to test the thesis of performance composition, two
scenarios are projected of possible early tellers of this tradition, and a conclusion
summarizes major findings in the case. Mark's writer turns out to be the one who
transcribes the tradition, probably adhering closely to it in order to legitimate the new
medium of writing.
How do we communicate the message of the Scriptures in our twenty-first-century, postChristian context? (re)Aligning with God: Reading Scripture for Church and World
answers this question by presenting the Scriptures through the lens of mission and by
teaching a method for reading Scripture with a missional hermeneutic. The biblical story
seeks to convert us to its perspective and to transform its readers and hearers into
God's missional community that exists to reflect and embody God's character to/for/in
the world. Ready to revolutionize your reading of the Bible and expand your ability to
unleash the Scriptures in your context? (re)Aligning with God will give you rich content
and practical tools to become a profound, inspiring, and confident reader of the Bible for
all who are seeking to hear its good news.
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